Mulberry Street United Methodist Church
Macon, Georgia

The Church at Worship

Covenant Renewal Service
January 8, 2023
Eleven O’clock
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Chiming of the Hour

Opening Voluntary I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light Wayne L. Wold

Welcome and News of the Church Rev. Dr. Ted Goshorn
Entrance and Praise

Call to Worship Rev. Payton Stone

O God, Searcher of our hearts,

You have formed us as a people and claimed us for your own.

As we come to acknowledge your sovereignty and grace,

And to enter anew into covenant with you,

Reveal any ways we could come before you inauthentically.

Let your Spirit impress your truth on our souls,

And receive us in mercy, for the sake of our brother, Jesus Christ,
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

One God, forever and ever, Amen.

And now, let us give thanks for all of God’s mercies.

O God, our Covenant Friend,

You have been gracious to us through all of the years of our lives.
We thank you for your loving care,

Which has filled our days and brought us to this time and place.
We praise your holy name, O God.

You have given us life and reason, and set us in a world filled with your glory.
You have comforted us with family and friends,

And ministered to us through the hands of our sisters and brothers.

We praise your holy name, O God.



You have filled our hearts with a hunger after you,

And have given us your peace.

You have redeemed us, and called us to a high calling in Christ Jesus.
You have given us a relationship with you through the Spirit

And the witness of your Church.

We praise your holy name, O God.

You have been our light in darkness

And a rock of strength in adversity and temptation
You have been the very Spirit of joy in our joys
And the all-sufficient reward in all our labors.

We praise your holy name, O God.

You remembered us when we forgot you

You followed us even when we tried to flee from you
You met us with forgiveness when we returned to you.
For all your patience and overflowing grace:

We praise your holy name, O God.

* Hymn of Praise No. 606 Come, Let Us Use the Grace Divine KINGSFOLD

* Affirmation of Faith The Apostles’ Creed Rev. Stone

I believe in God the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ his only son our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried;
the third day he rose from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,
and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

* Gloria Patri GREATOREX

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be:
world without end. Amen.

Children’s Moment Elisa Reece

Children 5t grade and under are invited to leave for Children’s Church at this time.
Children can be picked up through the Nursery entrance after the service.



Anthem Love Divine, All Loves Excelling Charles Wesley
Arr. Mack Wilberg

Love divine, all loves excelling, joy of heav'n, to earth come down,
fix in us thy humble dwelling, all thy faithful mercies crown.
Jesus, thou art all compassion, pure, unbounded love thou art.
Visit us with thy salvation; enter ev'ry trembling heart.

Breathe, O breathe thy loving Spirit into ev’ry troubled breast.
Let us all in thee inherit, let us find the promised rest.

Take away the love of sinning; Alpha and Omega be.

End of faith, as its beginning, set our hearts at liberty.

Come, Almighty, to deliver, let us all thy life receive.

Suddenly return, and never, nevermore thy temples leave.

Thee we would be always blessing, serve thee as thy hosts above,
pray, and praise thee without ceasing, glory in thy perfect love.

Finish, then, thy new creation; true and spotless let us be.

Let us see thy great salvation perfectly restored in thee.

Changed from glory into glory, till in heav’n we take our place,

till we cast our crowns before thee, lost in wonder, love and praise.

Old Testament Lesson Nehemiah 8:8-12 (Pew Bible page 380) Dr. Goshorn
Sermon Dr. Goshorn
Proclamation of Covenant Renewal Dr. Goshorn

Brothers and sisters in Christ,

The Christian life is redeemed from sin and set apart for God.
Through baptism, we have entered into this holy life

And have been added into the new covenant

Of which Jesus Christ is the founder.

He sealed it with his own blood, that it might last forever.

On the one side, God promises to give us new life in Christ
The Source and Perfecter of our faith.

On the other side, we are pledged
To live no more for ourselves but only for Jesus Christ,
Who loved us and gave himself for us.

From time to time we renew our covenant with God,

Especially when we remember our baptism

And gather for communion.

Today, however, we meet, as the generations before us have met,
To renew the covenant that binds us to God.

Let us make this covenant with God our own.



Invitation to Covenant Renewal

Commit yourselves to Christ as his servants

Give yourselves to him, that you may belong to him.
Christ has many services to be done.

Some are more easy and honorable,

Others are more difficult and disgraceful

Some are suitable to our desires and interests,

Others are contrary to both.

In some we may please Christ and please ourselves

But then there are other works where we cannot please Christ
except by denying ourselves.

It is necessary, therefore, that we consider what it means
to be a servant of Christ

Let us, therefore, go to Christ and pray:

Let me be your servant, under your command.
I will no longer be my own.

I will give up myself to your will in all things.

Be satisfied that Christ shall give you your place and work.
Lord, make me what you will.

I put myself fully into your hands:

Put me to doing, put me to suffering,

Let me be employed for you, or laid aside for you,
Let me be full, let me be empty,

Let me have all things, let me have nothing.

I freely and with a willing heart

Give it all to your pleasure and disposal.

Christ will be the Savior of none but his servants.

He is the source of all salvation to those who obey.

Christ will have no servants except by consent;

Christ will not accept anything except full consent to all he requires.
Christ will be all in all, or he will be nothing.

Confirm this by a holy covenant.

To make this covenant a reality in your life, listen to these admonitions:
First, set apart some time, more than once,

To be spent alone before the Lord;

In seeking after God with your whole heart

In carefully thinking through all the conditions of the covenant;

In searching your hearts whether you have already freely given your life to Christ.
Consider what your sins are.

Consider what Christ expects of you: holiness, discipline, and love,

And whether you, after having carefully considered this,

Are willing to commit to it all.

Be sure you are clear in these matters, see that you do not lie to God.

Second, be serious and in a spirit of holy awe and reverence.
Third, claim God’s covenant,

Rely upon God’s promise of giving grace and strength,
So you can keep your promise. Trust not your own strength and power.

Rev. Stone



Fourth, resolve to be faithful.

We have now given to the Lord our hearts,
We have opened our mouths to the Lord,
And we have dedicated ourselves to God.
With God’s power, never go back.

Covenant Prayer Dr. Goshorn

O righteous God, for the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
See me as I come humbly before you.

Forgive my unfaithfulness in not having done as you wish,
For you have promised mercy to me

If I turn to you with my whole heart.

God requires that you shall put away all your idols.

I here from the bottom of my heart renounce them all,

Covenanting with you that no known sin shall be allowed in my life.

Against your ways, I have turned my love toward the world.

In your power, I will watch all temptations that will lead me away from you.
For my own righteousness is riddled with sin,

Unable to stand before you.

Through Christ, God has offered to be your God again if you would let him.

Before all heaven and earth

I here acknowledge you as my Lord and God.

I take you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, for my portion,

And vow to give up myself, body and soul, as your servant,

To serve you in holiness and righteousness all the days of my life.

God has given the Lord Jesus Christ for our salvation.

Jesus, I do here humbly accept Christ as my salvation,

And sincerely join myself in a covenant with him.

O blessed Jesus, I come to you,

Hungry, sinful, miserable, blind, and naked

Unworthy even to wash the feet of your servants.

I do here, with all my power, accept you as my Lord and Head.
I renounce my own worthiness,

And vow that you are the Lord, my righteousness.

I renounce my own wisdom, and take you for my only guide.

I renounce my own will, and take your will as my own.

Christ has told you that you must suffer with him.

I do here covenant with you, O Christ,
To take my lot with you as it may fall.
Through your grace I promise



God has given holiness as the rule of your life.

I do here willingly put my neck under your yoke, to carry your burden.
All your ways are holy, just, and good.

I therefore take them as the rule for my words, thoughts, and actions,
promising that I will strive to order my whole life according to your direction,
And not allow myself to neglect anything I know to be my duty.

The almighty God searches and knows your heart.

O God, you know that I make this covenant with you today
Without deception or reservation.
If any falsehood should be in it, guide me and help me to set it aright.

And now, glory be to you, O God the Father,
Whom I from this day forward shall look upon as my God and Father.

Glory be to you, O God the Son
Who has loved me and washed me from my sins in his own blood, and now is my Savior and
Redeemer,

Glory be to you, O God the Holy Spirit,
Who by your almighty power has turned my heart from sin to God.

O mighty God, the Lord All Powerful, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,

you have now become my Covenant Friend.

And I, through your infinite grace, have become your covenant servant.
So be it.

And let the covenant I have made on earth be ratified in heaven.

Amen.

Commitment to Renewal of Faith Dr. Goshorn

As a sign of our reaffirmation of faith, you are invited to be anointed with water as we remember our
baptism, from which began our faith journey. You will also receive a Covenant Card to keep in your wallet or Bible;
a tangible reminder of the covenant renewed today.

Sending Forth
* Hymn No. 378 Amazing Grace AMAZING GRACE
* Benediction Dr. Goshorn

Choral Benediction

Postlude In Thee Is Gladness J. S. Bach

As we joyfully depart, the Ainsworth choir, our organist, and Director of Music, invite you to great each other and
make a joyful noise as we depart; a sign of the presence of Christ in our post-service fellowship.



* Please rise in body and/or in spirit
Bold type indicates congregational participation.

Worship Leadership

Rev. Dr. Ted Goshorn, Senior Pastor
Rev. Payton Stone, Associate Pastor
Elisa Reece, Director of Family Ministries
Ainsworth Choir
Terre Johnson, Director of Music
Zachary Golden, Organist
Henry McClure, Crucifer
Rho & Ellis Bridges, Candle Lighters
Don Ream, Head Usher

Announcements

New Enneagram Book Study
Sundays at 5 p.m., starting January 15. We will be reading
Chris Heuertz’s Sacred Enneagram. The book focuses on
spiritual practices to draw us closer to God based on our
unique Enneagram types. This book is great for those
familiar with and those new to the Enneagram. We hope
youll join us! Plan to purchase the book ahead of time or
contact Dana Goshorn if you need a copy.

Year of Prayer
Bishop David Graves is calling all South Georgia Methodists
to a year of prayer. Throughout the year, the Annual Con-
ference will offer opportunities for weekly prayers, prayer
book studies (including Ted's new book), and additional
opportunities. For copies of the prayers, and to learn more
about the book studies, visit sgaumc.org/year-of-prayer

Mulberry to Host Service
for Bishop Graves TODAY
Today, January 8, 2023, at 4:00p.m. Mulberry will host a
celebration service and reception for South Georgia’s
returning episcopal leader, Bishop David Graves. The spe-
cial service is a time for our Annual Conference to gather for
worship and to give thanks for his assignment to the South
Georgia Conference.

Youth and Family Ministry Updates

Family Ministry Team Meeting
January 22 - gam (Blue Room)

Yol

6th -10th
January 8 from 4pm - 5:30pm our youth are invited to
come to the Bishop’s service and reception. Youth will meet
following Bishop’s reception at 5:30 - 7:00pm in the youth
room for dinner and activities.

January 15 — No Youth Activities
January 22 — Youth Parent Meeting at 4:30pm
(Third Floor)

January 22 — Normal Youth Activities Resume (5pm -7pm)

4K -5

January 22 our Kidz for Christ resume activities from
5pm -7pm (Blue Room).



Welcome to Mulberry Street United Methodist Church

Welcome to this service of worship! Methodists have worshipped Father, Son and Holy Spirit on this corner since 1826. In four years,
we'll celebrate our 200th anniversary! We are a congregation with a deep gratitude and appreciation for how God has moved in our
midst throughout our history. We are listening carefully for the movement of the Holy Spirit, ever fresh, ever new, ever surprising in
our midst. You are invited to become a living part of this vital congregation. We invite you to visit us at mulberrymethodist.org and

find us on Facebook. Manuscripts of Ted’s sermons can be found at tedgoshorn.org.

Please fill out a Connection Card found in the back of the pew if you are visiting with us, would like to sign up for upcoming events,
have a prayer request, or need to update your contact information.

Children’s church is open to children 5th Grade and under each week. Nursery is available for the entire service for children below
pre-kindergarten. Please see an usher for assistance in locating our nursery.

Our 11:00 a.m. worship service is livestreamed on Facebook. You can download the Sunday bulletin at https://
mulberrymethodist.org/worship/bulletins.

Making Your Offering

You can make your offering to God by scanning the QR code, which will take you directly to our church’s secure website.
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