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Give 3 smile,
Get one back,

Give 3 hug

And see the smile...

It's Happenmg at Grace

After six weeks of reflection and 4«
repentance during the season of
Lent, we have finally made it to =
the season of Easter! I don’t know
about you, but I am more than
ready for this change.

Yet, looking outside we rmght i
not realize that it's April. After all, ;f/
on the first day of Spring I looked é.,. el
out to see over six inches of snow! ~_g#%
When I think about Easter, I tend %’ ]
to have visions of green grass, ~A4t /4"

& 8rass,
colorful flowers, and cute little
baby animals, not shivering birds, icicles, and dead
grass. And not only that, but isn’t the Easter season
about new life and Christ defeating Sin and Death?
Yes, Christ is risen...but where is the evidence of it?
When we look out into our world, how do we reconcile
the words of hope we proclaim with what we see?

On the morning of that huge snow storm, the first
day of Spring, I made Ben walk with me to the end of
our driveway so I could take a picture of the purple and
white winter crocuses that had begun to bloom. There
was evidence of daffodil plants making their plans
to flower, but those small purple crocuses had made
the first move. With all of the dead, brown field grass
laying flat around them, I couldn’t help but admire
those tiny buds poking through the earth and making
the first display of springtime color. They did it! It had
been a weird, hard season, but those little crocuses,
without any help from me, managed to come back up
again. But as I admired their colors and strength that

morning, I knew that in a few hours they were likely to
be covered by many, many inches of snow.

I couldn’t have even imagined how much snow
would pile up on those flowers. It snowed and snowed
and just when I thought it had stopped coming down-
- it started up again! And by the time I got home that
afternoon, there were no flowers to be seen. In fact,
there wasn’t much of anything-- the snow covered all
signs of life and our home was thrust back into the dead
cold of winter for who knows how much LONGER.
SO MUCH FOR THE FIRST day of Spring. Is this
going to last forever?

I think that’s how the Easter season can feel
sometimes. We have a good celebration on Easter

™ From the Fastor S De :
A”eluxa‘ Chrxst IS risen‘ He is risen indeed! A”elula‘

Sunday (the music, the food,
>~ the alleluias, and the fun) but
= then Monday rolls around and
we're back to the same old story:
= work, school, stress, pain, hurt,
A 4 - sickness, death, and mess ups.
= ¥ © We talk about the glory of God-
Y ‘_ ¢ made-flesh rising from the dead
: i\\( - and defeating Sin and Death, but
\ *48 we often ignore the fact that the
k N \ next day we seem to be thrust
\ \\ into the dead cold reality of life as

we knew it, bruised and broken.
But what I find so profoundly beautiful is
remembering that those winter crocuses are just below
the snow’s cold surface. The hope and signs and proof
of new life is present, even if we sometimes can’t see it
all that well. Even as the snow seems to pile up higher
than I can manage, those beautiful purple and white
flowers are still living right below the surface. And
sure enough, when the snow melts (and it will melt)

there will be flowers beginning to bloom and field
grass sprouting up tall and strong.

As Christians we live in an Easter season that is both
now and not yet. Christ has defeated Sin and Death.
Done, complete, finito. The world we live in is one
where God is King and God’s dominion is resolute.
And at the same time, in 2018, we see the cracks of our

(continued on page 2)
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(Pastor’s letter continued from page 1)

broken humanity that have yet to be made whole: the
mistrust that severs relationships, the diseases that take
our friends and family too soon, the addictions that
grasp at our loved ones as they fight so very hard, and
the pain of death that happens to each and every one
of us. All of this pain still echoes in our Easter season,
but its ultimate fate is secure. All of the brokenness we
see around us will be redeemed and turned into life
beyond death. Although the shadows still dance and
the snow still falls, they ultimately have no power. The
end of this story has been written, as we proclaim it
again and again: Alleluia! Christ is risen! He is risen
indeed! Alleluia!

When we say “Christ is risen!” we aren’t simply
saying some cute Christian platitude that should make
us feel better for whenever we die but has no practical
implications today. We are shouting to the world that
yes, we may only see death and fighting around us,
but God is at work in amazing ways, bringing life forth
right here and now. Some of it may be hidden under
the surface of the snow for a while longer, but there
are also so many miracles that pop through and show
us that God is at work right here and now. What are
yours? Even though life isn’t perfect, where do you see
evidence of God’s Kingdom breaking in among us? As
God says through the prophet Isaiah: I am about to do
a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive
it? (Isaiah 43:19)

Whether Easter feels as joyous as the angels singing
or whether you are struggling with too many feelings
of “life as usual” in the light of our celebration, I pray
that you will be reminded of the crocuses that lay
just under the snow. They may be hidden for a while
longer, but God promises you that the new life they
contain will sprout forth. As sure as the Son did rise.

Your sister-in-Christ,
+Pastor Courtney

There were no Pastoral
Acts this month

WHAT'S IN THE DISPLAY CASE?
The Lord is My Shepherd, but..

One of the most healing prayers
that we have ever found is the
Twenty-Third Psalm. It can help
turn around negative thinking
and assist a person of fears. In the
Cabinet you will find Psalm 23...
WITH A NEW TWIST. We found a
book in the Welcome Area entitled }
"The Lord is My Shepherd, but.."
by Barbara Jurgensen. Hopefully
you will take time to read her 3
interpretation of the 23rd Psalm.. '

CHURCL @

We were informed that the church N W X
has been incurring late charges on
some accounts where purchases were made
for the church. We will be revising the reimbursement
guidelines to expedite payments.

» COUNCIL

Outgoing Treasurer, Will Bennett, announced that
funds were placed with M&T’s Automated Investment
Sweep Service. Idle funds from our operating account
are invested in a U.S. Treasury Money Market Fund.
The purpose being to earn a higher rate of interest.

Our meeting occurred on the day of new reports
involving a church member. Subsequent discussion
resulted in Pastor Courtney and Council agreeing to
immediate steps to be taken regarding adults who
volunteer with our children. Such steps include
training for volunteers, updating background checks
and writing a policy to insure the safety and welfare of
all children in our care.

Wt Bo Receive Ghe Bedceon
ElectBronicdlly®
It's Easy!
Just email your address to the publisher:
swimmerjenusa@yahoo.com.
We’'ll take care of the rest.




BOOK CLUB

This month’s selection
ﬁ ’ ’( is also the book of the
w m year for the York County
J \\‘l ) Library System, The
..' Poison Study by Maria
V. Snyder. Goodreads.

com has this to say
about the book:

“About to be executed
for murder, Yelena is offered an extraordinary reprieve.
She'll eat the best meals, have rooms in the palace—
and risk assassination by anyone trying to kill the
Commander of Ixia.

And so Yelena chooses to become a food taster.
But the chief of security, leaving nothing to chance,
deliberately feeds her Butterfly's Dust—and only by
appearing for her daily antidote will she delay an
agonizing death from the poison.

As Yelena tries to escape her new dllemma, disasters
keep mounting. Rebels plot ' ’

to seize Ixia and Yelena
develops magical powers &
she can't control. Her life *
is threatened again and
choices must be made. But
this time the outcomes
aren't so clear.”

If you would like a copy
to read, talk to Geri Jacobs &
or Jennifer Rudolf. We
welcome any bibliophile!
Our discussion is every
third Thursday of the month
at 6:30 p.m. in the Welcome
Center.

Food Pantry
| Ministry

We continue to need
laundry detergent,
dish c[etergent

shampoo and body
wash. “Thank you J%?f
ﬁe[jomg, yf you ar

LEGEND OF THE
DOGWOOD

At the time of
the crucifixion,
the dogwood had
* reached the size
. of the mighty oak
tree. So strong
"~ and firm was the
wood that it was
chosen as the
timber for Jesus’
Cross.

To be used for such a cruel purpose greatly distressed
the dogwood. While nailed upon it, Jesus sensed this,
and in his compassion said, “because of your pity for
my suffering, never again shall the dogwood tree grow
large enough to be used for a cross. Henceforth, it shall
be slender, bent and twisted, and its blossoms shall be
in the form of a cross-two long and two short petals.

“In the center of the outer edge of each petal will be
the print of nails. In the center of the flower, stained
with blood, will be a crown of thorns so that all who
see it will remember.”

From “Sower’s Seeds Aplenty Fourth Planting” #29, p. 22.
Submitted by Erma Grim

HOW TO SUBMIT TO
THE NEWSLETTER

We welcome all submissions to the newsletter. The
newsletter is a great place to ask for help, publicize
an event you are planning in the church, tell people
about something you or your family are doing,
thank members, Ce%/ brate a victory. The possibilities
are endless! The vision for the newsletter is to
communicate between members in a clear and
interesting format. If you would like to submit to the
newsletter or help in any way, here is what you can do:

*If you are comfortable with computers, you
may email Chris Jacobs at: kndsisl@yahoo.com.
Please make sure your document is either a .doc
or .pdf file. If you are including digital artwork,
make sure it is at least 300KB in size.

*If you prefer paper, just drop off your
submission in the mailbox marked ‘newsletter’
outside the office door. The mailboxes are
located on a table across the hall.

Please keep in mind that the deadline for submission
is the 20th of each month for the following month’s
newsletter. If you have pictures or graphics that
complement your submission, include them
along with directions or suggestions on their use.
Please include your contact information in every
submission so the editor can get in touch to clarify
or fact-check. If you are interested in a monthl
submission or article, we welcome that as well.




THANK GOD FOR OUR FOOD

God said [to Adam and Eve], ‘See, I have given you
every plant yielding seed that is upon the face of all the
earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall
have them for food. -Genesis 1:29

There’s an old joke about the first-grade teacher who
asks her class, “Where do apples come from?” Little
Jenny speaks up: “From the supermarket!”

We laugh, but the sad truth is that many of us are so
far removed from farms that we forget that our food
-- every bite -- comes from life, life that God alone
created. Yes, farmers sow seeds and care for the plants
and trees, but it’'s God’s miracle of life that makes them
grow.

As stewards and disciples, we desire to cultivate in
ourselves and our communities a deep appreciation
for all God provides us, particularly what we need to
live. With every mouthful at every meal we thank God
for our daily bread, and for the soil, air and water that
sustains life.

Easter and springtime are perfect occasions to
celebrate God’s miracle of life that gives us fruit,
vegetables, grains, meat, fish and dairy foods. Here are
some ideas:

J In saying mealtime grace, thank God not only
for food, but also for the cycles of seedtime, growth

"

ST. PAUL'S UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH HOSTS BLOOD SCREENS

The Trustees Committee of St. Paul is holding
an AMBA Blood Screening Event at our church on
Saturday, April 28, 2018. The testing will take place
from 6:00 am. to 10:00 a.m. The total cost will be
$45. These tests include Cholesterol and Triglyceride
Levels, Glucose check for Diabetes, Blood Cell Counts,
Mineral Levels in the blood and checks for Liver
Disease and Kidney Disease along with so much
more. Thyroid Function and Prostate Specific Antigen
(PSA) tests are also available at an additional fee. The
test results will be mailed to your Doctor and to you.
Register for the tests by calling 1-800-234-8888. These
tests would normally cost $300 to $350.

and harvest. Thank God for life-nourishing soil, water
and air.

J While eating discuss or ponder the origins of
the variety of food on your plate. How and where are
the plants grown or animals raised? How do they get
to your kitchen?

¢  As a church or family, celebrate Earth Day
(Sunday, April 22) by learning about food production
and how climate change, pollution and economics
impact our food supply.

. Celebrate Earth Day by planting a garden in
your yard or community garden on church grounds.

. Learn about nutrition -- what foods are the best
and worst for us, and why. Promote healthy eating.

. Learn about food waste in our culture and take
steps to reduce it in your home.

J At church, reserve a Sunday for a special service
highlighting creation and food. Maybe “Blessing of the
Seeds,” or the ancient “Rogation Sunday” ritual.

We live in a culture where food is all around us all
the time. As steward-disciples, we want to be sure not
to take even a mouthful for granted.

--Rob Blezard

Copyright © 2018, Rev. Robert Blezard. Reprinted
by permission. Pastor Blezard serves as an assistant to
the bishop of the Lower Susquehanna Synod and also
works as content editor for www.stewardshipoflife.
org.

CONFIRMANDS AND
GRADUATES TO BE HONORED IN
MAY

Asinthe past, we would like tohonor our confirmands
and those students who have graduated from high
school, college or trade school and have received
a diploma between June of 2017 or are expected
to graduate in May or June of 2018. We accept all
photos, not just graduation ones. Please contact Janet
Murphy, Pat Mummert or Ellen Warntz to fill out an
information card and lend us a framed photo (which
will be returned) to use in the showcase in May and
June. We also honor graduates who are connected
to us, but not members of Grace Lutheran. We need
photos and information about the graduate no later
than May 6. Information cards are on the counter in
the church office.




Graceful Women will April cflebpdt‘“’“S
be meeting April 5 at HAPP Y BIRTHDAY

7:00 p.m. The theme for z“«i ,@’Jg
April is ‘Secure in the e s
Arms of God.” We will 01 - Loretta Golden

1 1 04 - K T

be discussing safety for 04 - Karen Turner

women. 05 - Shaelyn Rae Peters

06 - Janet Murphy

06 - Mark Ricci

06 - Diana Smith

06 - Eric Smith

07 - Kristi Rexroth

10 - Scott Frey

10 - Andrew Warntz

12 — Alysin Dellinger-Herman
12 - Daphne Grim

14 - Allen Dellinger

LUTHERAN
CAMPING

The following events are
being held at the Lutheran

Camps in April: 14 - Chris Golden
14 - Vincent Kicas
*  Summer Camp 14 — Kelly Stauffer
Open House at 15 — Hayden Christenberry
Kirchenwald & Nawakwa - April 8 15 — Robert Strobeck
¢ Earth Day at Kirchenwald - April 22 16 — Jane Shank
* Men's Retreat at Kirchenwald - April 27-28 16 — Thomas Smith
e Work Day at Nawakwa - April 28 18 — Kay Mansberger
21 — Hayes Webster
Summer camp is fast approaching. Kirchenwald 24 — Kurt Golden
and Nawakwa are now open and accepting campers. 24 — Teresa Goodling
Information and registration forms can be found in the 25 — Shelley Fishel
church office. To learn more, please see Tom Smith, 25 — Debbie Hoover
Karen Turner or Cora Sue Herbst. 25 — Brian Kollosch

26 — Larry Fales

G Wedd 7;7 Anmiversaries
0% David & Cinda Dennish

Roy & Colleen Grove

22 - Ralph & Julie Urey

25 - Kevin & Daphne Grim

27 - Larry & Marie Fales

30 - George & Kristine Eveler

. B 8@ '%rv‘%?'

Each month, The Beacon reports who is
sponsoring the flowers in the Sanctuary.

e

April’s flowers are sponsored by:
01 — Dr. Samuel Laucks
08 — Ronald Golden
15 — Richard Jacobs
22 — Dr. Samuel Laucks
& 29 — Grace Lutheran
Shirley Pfefferle (Pedestal)
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May’s flowers are sponsored by:

*'&
4 A

06 — Leif Ericson

13 — Robert Fishel ' ] Chrls-]é'c‘obs, Edltor/ Sta ff‘ r1ter =
20 — Regina Thompson ]enmfe g{udolf Layout/Staff erter -
< @;{'» George McCallum (Pedestals) ‘§® ., W)ttllle Grim @ pWProofreaﬁ‘e

27 — Grace Lutheran Church
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Germar’Rudolf, Webmaster
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