
ARIZONA COTTON GROWERS

JAN. 12: AZ LEGISLATIVE SESSION BEGINS
JAN. 15: YUMA PLOW UP DEADLINE
JAN. 15: YUMA PRESEASON GROWER MEETING
JAN. 20: COTTON & COFFEE -7:30AM CENTRAL-
JAN. 21: PRECISION STRESS MANAGEMENT FOR 
                WATER-LIMITED AGRICULTURE
JAN. 26: 2026 COTTON PRODUCTION WORKSHOP
JAN. 29: 2026 FIELD CROPS “CLINICS”
JAN. 31: AZFFA FOUNDATION BLUE & GOLD GALA
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https://cotton.az.gov/plowup-planting
https://www.cottonboard.org/cotton-coffee
https://cropstressmanagement.rsvpify.com/
https://cropstressmanagement.rsvpify.com/
https://www.canva.com/design/DAG9A-SKSec/C1svb_qMWZ_fRCclnT6KAg/view?utm_content=DAG9A-SKSec&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=uniquelinks&utlId=h5377d5ed65
https://www.canva.com/design/DAG9A_LDATQ/UA8d0tIoeVhsvRkUgj3GzA/view?utm_content=DAG9A_LDATQ&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=uniquelinks&utlId=h63d821b461
https://azffafoundation.org/blue-%26-gold-gala-1
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THE COTTON FOUNDATION ADVANCES RESEARCH
AND INNOVATION FOR U.S. COTTON

The Cotton Foundation, established in 1955, is dedicated to
supporting a strong, competitive U.S. cotton industry through
research, education, and outreach. Through the Cotton 

Foundation, businesses allied with the cotton industry support the work of the National Cotton
Council and other industry initiatives. With membership spanning agribusiness firms, producers,
and allied organizations, the Foundation invests in projects that address pressing industry needs
while ensuring grower perspectives remain central to its mission. Arizona is represented on the
Foundation by producer Todd Rovey, whose involvement helps ensure the state’s growers are
engaged in national-level decision-making.

Foundation-supported programs—including the Beltwide Cotton Conferences, the Journal of
Cotton Science, and producer education exchanges—play a critical role in strengthening
profitability, stewardship, and knowledge-sharing across the Cotton Belt.

These efforts support applied research, leadership development, and information exchange that 

FOR OVER 30 YEARS...
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deliver practical value to growers
and the broader cotton supply chain.

Just released, the Cotton Foundation
has published it’s Request for
Proposals (RFP) for the 2027 growing
season. The RFP invites innovative
research and education projects that
align with the Foundation’s mission
to improve safety, productivity,
environmental stewardship, and
industry competitiveness. Proposals
are evaluated based on their
potential to deliver practical
solutions and address long-term
strategic challenges facing U.S.
cotton. This process provides an
important opportunity for
researchers and industry
collaborators to help shape the
future of cotton production. Full RFP
details and submission requirements
are available at
https://www.cotton.org/foundation/cf
-project-support.cfm

https://amsins.com/
https://amsins.com/
https://amsins.com/
https://www.cotton.org/foundation/cf-project-support.cfm
https://www.cotton.org/foundation/cf-project-support.cfm


               
This Month's Newsletter Sponsor is Farm INC & AMS.

In accordance to Arizona Revised Statutes (A.R.S.) § 3-1086 growers are required to  plow up cotton
fields by dates established by the Arizona Cotton Research & Protection Council (ACRPC). 

The ACRPC has continued to make efforts to simplify and streamline the process, you may call the
Plower Hotline at 602-438-2088 or fill out the online form to request an inspection for certification
of their farm prior to the deadline. You will be asked to provide the below information:

Contact Information 
FSA Farm Number(s)
Farm Name

Every state producer will receive a ballot in the
mail to elect their District Representatives to
the ACGA Board of Directors. This is an
important opportunity to ensure your voice is
heard and your interests are represented on
issues impacting Arizona cotton. When your
ballot arrives, please be sure to vote and return
it no later than Friday, February 12, 2026. If you
have questions or do not receive your ballot,
please contact the Association Office.
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ACRPC PLOWER PROGRAM

Click here for more information.

Gin(s) planning to be utilizing
County 

tel:888-712-4134
https://docs.google.com/forms/u/1/d/e/1FAIpQLSd7CJG1MPKDFqA85owazJg3RLXPsf1IZmZ5n-Se7VLt8noqWA/viewform?usp=send_form
https://cotton.az.gov/plower-program
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Recent advances in cotton breeding have renewed discussions around Extra Long Staple (ELS)
cotton classification. In response, the National Cotton Council (NCC) has emphasized the importance
of clear, genetics-based definitions for how cotton is classed, marketed, and insured. Under federal
regulations, ELS cotton is defined by its Gossypium barbadense genetics—including American Pima
and qualifying hybrids—while upland cotton is derived from Gossypium hirsutum.

USDA has appropriately classified the Gowan 1432 (formerly Hazera hybrid) as ELS Pima due to its
barbadense parentage. Questions have arisen, however, regarding certain upland varieties with
extra-long staple length—specifically varieties that are purely Gossypium hirsutum but are being
discussed for ELS classification despite containing no Pima genetics. Fiber length alone does not
define ELS; genetics do.

For Arizona producers, this is not a major production issue. The vast majority of Pima cotton grown in
the state is true Pima, with less than 2% of acreage planted to hybrid varieties, primarily for niche
uses such as organic production. These hybrids are rarely cultivated in Arizona and do not materially
affect in-state planting decisions.

The broader concern lies in potential market impacts. Allowing non-true Pima cotton to be insured
as upland—while still being marketed as ELS—could encourage expanded ELS production in other
regions, particularly West Texas. Increased supply could weigh on ELS prices and undermine the
value of true Pima cotton. Maintaining clear, genetics-based classifications is essential to protecting
the integrity of the ELS market and ensuring long-term stability for producers.

WHY CLEAR ELS COTTON DEFINITIONS MATTER—EVEN IN ARIZONA
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