
 

June, 2026 

 

Our Mission: Love God, Love & Serve Others, Make Disciples of Jesus Christ 
 

THE ANNOUNCER is a publication of Christ Church United Methodist, 5109 Washington Ave., Racine, WI 53406 

Christ Church United Methodist - Phone 262-632-1607, Fax 262-632-1609 
 

Website:  www.christchurchracine.com        E-Mail address: christcumc@gmail.com 

 

Ministry Highlights! 
 

People from Christ Church of all ages traveled to Libertyville Illinois to pack food  

together to help fight hunger in the world! 

 
 

 
    

 
 

 
 

 
 

Worship Service 
In-Person Worship 10:00 a.m. on Sundays, live-stream at https://christchurchracine.com 

Communion is typically offered on the first Sunday of the month. Prepackaged containers are 

available for pick-up at the main office if you will be worshipping with us online. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.christchurchracine.com/
https://christchurchracine.com/media/worship


From the Pastor’s Desk
  

I hope you are having a good spring.  With the change toward 

warmer weather and the summer schedule many of us are enjoying 

more time outside.  Our church schedule also shifts this time of year as 

we wrap up many of the small groups that have been meeting weekly 

during the school year.  During the summer a children’s church 

program on Sundays will continue and the Lawn Chair Ladies, youth group and young adult 

group will meet for fellowship gatherings.  We also have a chance to get outdoors together with 

prayer walks.  The prayer walks are a way for our church family to see who our neighbors are 

and pray for the community around us.  Prayer is a privilege we have to talk to the Creator and 

open our hearts up to God as we reflect on our joys and seek God’s direction and help in our 

concerns.  Prayer also involves lifting others up before God as well, which makes the summer 

prayer walks an opportunity to lift up the people, needs, and ministry opportunities in our 

community.  As available you are invited to meet my family at the church’s south entryway at 

6:00 p.m. on Wednesdays June 3 & 17, July 8 & 22, and August 19 to walk the surrounding 

sidewalks; we fellowship as we enjoy walking outside and then stop along the way every so 

often to pray for our community needs, the people of the houses we pass by, for each other, and 

our church’s ministry.  Even if you can’t make it you can still continue to pray for the Holy 

Spirit’s movement in Racine!   

God Bless, Pastor George J. Kafer 

P.S.  With summer plans being made, keep in mind God who deserves our praise and 

commitment.  While enjoying the beauty of creation this summer remember to live out your 

discipleship by continuing to offer your presence, prayers, talents, and finances so that you may 

continue to grow and help us do God’s good work.  When gone traveling you can stay 

connected as sermons and a giving link can be found on our app and website.   

 



 

 

 

 

 

The Evening Circle gathers on 

June 1st at 6:00 p.m.  

for dessert, coffee and a program.  
 

 

 
 

Thank you for supporting the Craft Fair! 

Proceeds will support ministry with women 

and children. 

 

Farewell From Josh & Liz Levenhagen 
                   How do you sum up 7 years? As I prepare to step into a new ministry, I’ve been reflecting on my         

                   time with you all. When I came to Christ Church, I was hurt by my experiences in churches and   

                   told God if He wanted me to continue working in ministry, He would have to drop me into a  
                   church. He responded by bringing me here. And everything that has come from that seed of 

God’s provision continues to amaze me.  
Over the years, I have seen God nurture and water that seed, growing harvests I never dreamed of before. 

Writing chapel lessons, teachings and trainings, leading a youth group, starting a young adult group, hosting holiday 
parties, starting a puppet team, helping with events, putting on retreats, and being able to be a part of the worship 

band, but most importantly, seeing growth in my own life and marriage because of God’s work in us through the 

people of this church. Liz and I got engaged and married, went through Covid, buried my father and found meaningful 
relationships while at this church. It brings me joy that our work along with the work of the incredible people at Christ 

Church made a positive impact.   
Our time here has brought us safety, comfort, healing, belonging, empowerment, growth, and friendship, but 

also preparation and equipping. Even in the midst of our time here, God was preparing us for the next season; Liz and 

I to serve in new ways and leading a new Family Minister and her husband to Christ Church. Daniela possesses the 
education, experience, passion, and dedication to be a part of new seasons of growth. Daniela will bring new gifts and 

ideas; I urge you to consider how is God calling you to work with her and be a part of this new season of ministry?  
Some life transitions are exciting, others sad. For Liz and I, this transition is both. We are excited about our 

future while also sad to be leaving this church. I will miss Pastor George and his family, the office staff and childcare 
teachers, and the most loving and supportive congregation I have ever met. Liz and I love you all. May The Lord bless 

you and keep you; The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you; may The Lord look upon you with 

favor, and give you peace. Josh and Liz Levenhagen 

 
 

 
 

 

 
A green food waste compost drop off 

containtor is located in the north parlking 

lot! See flyer near the library door. 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 
     

 

God Is Good 
God is working good in the 

lives of people through the 

ministries of Christ Church.  

If you have a story of how 

your life or someone else’s 

has been blessed by God or 

affected by a ministry at 

Christ Church, please share 

it with Pastor George so 

God can be glorified. 

Staff Emails 
 

Pastor George Kafer 

revkafer@gmail.com 
 

Daniela Orlyk (Family) (June 15 on) 

christchurchracinefamily@gmail.com 
 

Cassandra Kafer (Office/Media) 

Brenda Trumbauer (Office/Music) 

christcumc@gmail.com  
 

Lindsay Willis (Finance) 

treasurerccum@gmail.com 
 
 

 
 

Join us in making shawls for 

those going through tough times.  

The shawls serve as a reminder 

of God’s love and the prayers of 

God’s people. The group meets 

in the Friendship Room on the 

second Friday at 1 p.m.  
 

Reminder:  If you know 

someone who could benefit from 

receiving a Loving Arms Prayer 

Shawl; please contact the church 

office at 632-1607. 
 

 
 

 

Collections 
In the south entrance there 

are bins for collecting 

various items for mission 

projects and ministries.   

 
 

 
 

 

To give online go to 

www.christchurchracine.com 

and click “give” or text 

“give” to 1-262-631-3012 

Or scan here 
 

 
 

Thank you to those who 

offer support for vital, life 

changing ministry. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Meaning, 

         Purpose, 

                   Hope 
Learn how to find 

them at Christ 

Church! 
 

 

RaiseRight (SCRIP) 
This is a gift card program 

where a portion of the value 

goes to Christ Church.  Pick 

up an order form at the table 

near the library and return to 

the office with your 

payment.  

 

 

 

June Birthdays 
Toni Lupi  4 

Gloria Thomas 4 

Dennis Weisbrod        4 

Mary Jo Fields 5 

Taylor Lees  6 

Karina Schrecengost 6 

Vaughan Weeks 7 

Pat Thoennes  8 

Melanie Mata  10 

Riley Albright  13 

Jerry Franke  14 

Tessa Meredith 18 

Makayla Kafer 21 

Arlene Scolaro 26 

 

Change for Change 
 
1 

June 

Christian Disciple Farm   
 

July 

Prayer Shawl (yarn) 
 

August 

Compassion International Child  
 

September 

UMCOR (Disaster relief) 
 

October 

Food Pantry (Turkeys) 
 

November 

Veteran’s Outreach (Homeless) 

Thanksgiving Eve-Food Pantry 
 

December 

Hospitality Center (Meals) 
Christmas Eve-World Central Kitchen 
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Volunteer at the Food Pantry to Help Meet Hunger Needs in Racine 
Holy Communion Lutheran Church (2000 W 6th St, Racine) Monday & Friday 12:00-3:00 p.m.   

Help organize and pack food, register participants, or carry boxed food to vehicles.  
Donations are collected in the bins between the glass doors of the entrances of the church 

building.  Other items needed: paper bags, Plastic bags, Greeting cards, Pens/pencils, Bibles. 

 

 

The Foundation Can Help You Leave a Legacy 
 

By preparing a will, you can extend your Christian stewardship beyond your lifetime. In 

addition to providing for your family’s needs, your will can direct how your assets will 

continue to support the missions and ministries you have supported in life. 
 

A simple, cost-effective way to do this is to insert this paragraph into your will:  

"After all my bills are paid, I want [x] percent of my estate to go to Christ Church 

Methodist Church, Racine WI  
 

If you need assistance with preparing your letter of instruction or wish to know more about 

leaving a gift to your church, contact The Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation toll-

free at 1-888-903-9863 or email us at wumf@wumf.org. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Next Saturday Sack Lunch 
June 27th, 10:30am – 1:00pm 

 

Help make and hand out bag lunches at  
St Luke's Episcopal Church 614 Main St, Racine  

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

Youth & Young Adult Group Fellowship Events TBA 
 

 

Sunday 
Adult Study 11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. in Room 16 

 

 

Wednesday 
 

Prayer Walks 6:00 p.m.  June 25, July 23, & August 20 
 

 

Thursday 
Adult Coloring/Crafting Group Meets on the 1st Thursday at 6:00-8:00 p.m. in Rm 16 

 

 

Friday 
 

Prayer Shawl, 2nd Fridays of the month at 1:00 p.m. in the Friendship Rm 
 

Lawn Chair Ladies, 4th Fridays of the month at 1:00 p.m. in the Friendship Rm 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
Check out “The Chosen,” TV show, a Biblically grounded look at Jesus through those who 

knew Him.  Seasons 1-5 are streamed on Amazon Prime & The Chosen App. 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

  
 

Worship Online  

Join in person at 10:00 a.m. or tune in 

online to worship on Sundays for praise in 

song, connecting in prayer and reflection 

on Scripture.  

You can watch the live stream at  
www.christchurchracine.com 

 

Sharing Joys & Concerns 

If you would like to have a joy or concern 

shared with the congregation,  

please email the church at  

christcumc@gmail.com  

or call the office at 262-632-1607  

or use the prayer sheet before the service. 

RightNow Media Streaming Suggestions 

     Elementary    Youth    Adults 
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What Will Your Legacy Be? 

Have you considered your legacy; how about continuing to let God use you to transform 

lives by adding a line to your Will that gives 10% of your estate to Christ Church.  Estate 

funds have helped us with much needed building repairs or improvements so that our 

building continues to support vital ministry. 

 

170 people are fed a hot meal because of Christ Church. 
 

 
 

The next Community Meal is July 14th, 

 help donate food or serve at the meal. 3:30-6:30 p.m. at 

North Pointe UMC: 3825 Erie St, Racine, WI 53402 
 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

 

    

 

 

 
 

Apportionment Giving 
Christ Church has a history of 100% 

apportionment giving, allowing us to 

help transform lives by God’s love.  

Apportionments provide for ministries 

that directly help over 50,000 people in 

Wisconsin and many more beyond.  In 

2026 our apportionment is $50,136, if 

we each give faithfully to the general 

fund and if able a special gift for 

apportionments, $380 a year per 

member, we can continue to support 

connectional ministries and free up 

more of our general funds to increase 

outreach and ministry in our local area.   

 

Stewardship Makes a Difference! 
Thank you for all the ways you support 

ministry.  This newsletter has examples 

of how our church is making a 

difference in people’s lives through 

your giving!  It is good to see people 

trusting in God and answering His 

call to give.  People are offering 

themselves to serve and their financial 

giving (several tithing 10% of income, 

or working toward tithing)!  Check the 

Connection Table for Electronic Fund 

Transfer forms and ways to give of your 

time and talent as well.  As you respond 

to God’s call in the giving of your time, 

talent, and resources remember if you 

have a need contact Pastor George. 

 

 

On May 24 we 

welcomed  

Ed & Betsy 

Belcastro  

as our newest 

members! 
 

 



   

          

 

Need a Visit? 
 

Gifted lay people along with 

the Pastor extend the Church’s 

presence to the homebound 

and others through visits.  If 

you have moved, are ill, 

having surgery, or need a visit 

for any reason please call the 

church office to keep the 

Pastor and lay visiting team 

informed.  If we do not know 

we cannot go! 

Consider This 
If you desire to give to specific 

ministries beyond your general 

offering here are some areas: 

Apportionments,  

Building Fund  

(helps with: painting, siding, 

repairs, parking lot…), 

Compassionate fund,  

Roof Fund, Youth Ministry, 

Audio/Visual Fund, 

Camp/Mission Trip 

Scholarships  

($200 per camper). 

 

We have bundles of worship invite cards in the entryways to take and give out: 
• Put a stack at your office, store or place of work. 

• Ask if you can set a stack out in a business that you frequent. 

• Give them to neighbors, friends and co-workers. 

• Leave them on tables at restaurants to invite your server (leave a tip, too). 

• Give them out in drive thru lanes. 

• Ask God to give you an opportunity to give them out. 

• Keep a few in your wallet, purse or car. 
 

Christ Church’s 

Vision 
A diverse church of 

Christ followers who 

leads our community in 

service and compassion. 
 

Consider This Tax 

Move! 
Mandatory distributions  

from retirement accounts  

can be given directly to the 

church, saving you on taxes. 

 

 

Music Ministry 
at Christ Church 

 

 

Special Music 
Please contact Brenda. 

 

Praise Team  

Leads praise songs in worship.  

Practices on Sunday at 9:00 

a.m. & 11:30 a.m. 
 

Chancel Choir  

Provides music and leads 

hymns in worship.  Sept.-May. 

Practices on Tuesdays at 7:00 

p.m. Sept.-May. 
 

Bell Choir 

Every Tuesday at  

6:30 p.m. starting in Sept. 

 
 

Membership Expectations 
By taking the vows of 

membership members of Christ 

Church agree to help carry out 

our mission and to be: regular in 

worship; active in spiritual 

growth (personal 

devotions/growth groups); 

active in an area of service in 

the church and/or 

community; to give in 

proportion to your income, and 

to be a witness to the faith.  

These vows help us grow in 

faith and live it out in the world 

as followers of Jesus. 

 

Scan here to sign up 

for the Weekly 

Message email! 
 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Christian Education, Children’s, Youth & Family Ministry 

 

 

 

 

 
 

                   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

Subscribe to the Text & Email List by scanning your groups QR code:  
 

 

 Parents:      Youth Group:    Young Adult Group:   

 
Follow us on Facebook: “Christ Church Racine” & “Christ Church Child Care Center” 

 

Contact Josh Levenhagen: at 414-651-0448 or by email at christchurchracinefamily@gmail.com. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Children’s Church (3-12yr) 

Sundays at 10:15 a.m.  

North hallway,  

Room 14 - Preschool 

Room 17/18 - Elementary 
 

 

Youth Group: 

Special Outings & Gatherings  

TBA with Daniela, our new 

Family Minister.  

 

Young Adult 

Special Outings & 

Gatherings  

TBA with Daniela, our new 

Family Minister.  
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Children’s Church 
 

 

 
 

 
 

  

Daniela Orlyk is our new Next Gen/Family Minister 

                          Daniela will be stepping into this role June 15th, to shepherd the discipleship of       

                          upcoming generations and help lead our strategic priority of growing our  

                          intergenerational ministries. Having felt a clear calling toward next-generation  

                          ministry, Daniela comes to us with a rich background that blends leadership in faith 

formation ministries with professional experience supporting youth and families.  She holds a Bachelor 

of Arts in Psychology and has completed a 3-year cohort focused on discipleship, faith formation and 

leadership development.  She has spent years working across healthcare, special needs, and social 

services settings and within children, youth and young adult ministry and education settings.  She also 

has experience working with youth as a swimming and piano/voice instructor.   

Daniela brings organizational skills, a servant’s heart, humility, vibrant faith and a deep 

commitment to discipleship.  Furthermore, her personal theology aligns well with our church's, 

particularly our conviction that grace and truth always belong together.  Daniela’s background and 

unique skills will be a blessing to build on the foundation of our existing ministries and help us grow 

deeper connections with families in our community and Child Care center.  She is ready to help the 

next generation discover that they are known, loved, and called to belong by God.  June 28 will be 

Daniela and her husband Will’s first Sunday with us in worship. 
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CHANGE FOR CHANGE  
 

Christian Disciple Farm 

(Change for Change collections are made up of the 

coins in the offering plates and special donations) 
 

 

 

 

The Christian Disciple Farm provides a 

vacation Bible school day camp for children and 

young adults (ages 3-21) with special needs and 

their families in an outdoor farm environment in 

Sullivan WI.  A variety of activities, education, 

crafts, worship, entertainment and music work 

together to bring the camp theme to life.  
 

Our donations will help youth & young adults 

from Christ Church volunteer to support this 

ministry this summer. 
 

Thank you for enabling Christ Church to help 

stand in the gap in times of need! 

--------------------------------------- 
 

 
 

PRAYER WALKS around the 

neighborhood will be on the following 

Wednesdays at 6:00 p.m.  
 

June 3 & 17, July 8 & 22, August 19 
 

Met in the south parking lot. Each 

walking session is one hour. 
 

Fellowship…Prayer…Exercise 
 

 

 

 

 

Parenting resources available at the Faith 

@ Home center in the South Entryway! 
 
 

 
 
 

Financial Offerings 

Thank you for supporting our shared 

ministry.  Offerings can be mailed in or 

made electronically by scanning here. 

 

 
 

Time & Talent Offerings 

Opportunities to share time & talent are on 

connection table in the south entryway, on 

the hallway bulletin boards and on the 

entryway TV screen. 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 

 

 

 

 

1 
6 pm UWF 

Circle 

2 
6:30 pm  

Bells  

6:30 pm Choir 
Practice  

 

3 
6-7 pm 

Prayer Walk 

4 
6 pm Crafting 

Group Conf. Rm 

5 
9:30 am Bible 

Study Friendship 
Room 
 

6 

7 

 
9 am  

Choir Practice 

10 am 

Worship  

& Children’s 

Church 17/18 
 

8 

 
1 pm 

Garden 

Club 
 

 

9 

 
5 pm 

Preschool 

Graduation 

6:30 pm  

Bells 

Friendship 

Room 

6:30 pm Choir 

Practice  
 

 
 

  

10 

 
1 pm 

Caregiver 

Support Room 

16 

 

7 pm  

Jehova Rafa 

 
 

 

 

 

11 
 

6:30 pm 

Events 

Meeting 

 

12 
 

1 pm Prayer 

Shawl 

Friendship 

Room 

 

 
 

 

13 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ASP TRIP 

14 
9 am 

Band/Choir  

6-9 am JR 

Prayer 

10 am Worship 

& Children’s 

Church 17/18 

ASP TRIP 

 

 

15 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

16 
6:30 pm  

Bells 

Friendship 

Room 

 

6:30 pm Choir 

Practice  
 

17 
6-7 pm 

Prayer Walk 

 

7 pm  

Jehova Rafa 
 

 
 

 
 

18 
6 pm 

Caregiver 

Group Room 

16 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

19 
7 pm JR 
 

20 

 
 

21 
9 am Band/Choir 

Practice 

10 am Worship  

& Children’s Church 
17/18 

11:30 am 

Dessert/Farewell 

Rob & Levenhagen’s 

12 pm Worship 

Committee 

 

22 
 

6:30 pm 

Leadership 

Board 

Meeting 

Room 16 

23 

 
6 pm Trustees 

6 pm Choir 

Pot Luck 

6:30 pm  

Bells 

Friendship 

Room 
 

24 
 

7 pm  

Jehova Rafa 
 

25 

 
9 am 

UWF Board 

Meeting Conf. 

Room 

 
 

 

26 
 

1 pm Lawn 

Chair Ladies 

Friendship 

Room 
 

7 pm  

Jehova Rafa 
  

27 

 
10:30 am 

Sack Lunch 

@ St. Lukes 

 

28 
Confirmation 

Sunday & Welcome 

Next Gen Minister 

Daniela 

9 am Band/Choir 

Practice 

10 am 

Worship & Children’s 

Church 17/18 

11:30 am Pot Luck 

3 pm JR 

 

29 
 

 

30 

 
6 pm Choir 

Practice  

 

6:30 pm  

Bells 

Friendship 

Room 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wearing red on May 24 to celebrate Pentecost 

Sunday and the birth of the Church! 
 

 

June 

  
 

  
 

 



 
Christ Church United Methodist  

5109 Washington Avenue 

Racine, WI 53406 

 

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 
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Worship - 10:00 a.m. 
 

Sunday, June 7 

Music Sunday 
 

Sunday, June 14 

My Hope is in the Lord 
 

Sunday, June 21 

Father’s Day 
 

Sunday, June 28 

“Deep Roots” – Confirmation Sunday 
 

 
 

 
 

Office Hours 

The church office is open  

9:00-3:00 Mon.-Thur. and closed on 

Fridays during the summer. 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 


