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In this toolkit, you will find resources for further learning and 
distribution, ideas for how others are successfully combating human 
trafficking, materials for training your Church on how to strategically 
engage your community, and access to the ENGAGE TOGETHER™ 
virtual community for justice advocates so that you can mobilize your 
local community efforts and simultaneously collaborate with others 
throughout the nation as well. Let’s begin!
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Greetings!

Thank you so much for your passion and commitment to mobilize your Church on behalf of those in great need within your communities.  

Human trafficking is a reality that is present throughout the world and in our own backyards.  Particularly in the United States, 
this pervasive evil exists as a result of much that is broken in our society today – our families, our culture, our systems, and our 
laws. We are not powerless to stop this – in the life of a single individual, in our communities, and throughout our world.  

What will it take to eradicate human trafficking in your local community? Who all must participate, and what must be done?  

In order to succeed, we must all ENGAGE TOGETHER™ in a comprehensive strategy.  In other words, it is time for us to take a body 
of Christ mentality to the work of the oppressed.  

The great abolitionist William Wilberforce once said: “We have every one of us a work to accomplish… if we persevere indeed, 
success is certain. But our efforts must know no remission.”

This toolkit has been designed specifically for the Church with input from experts serving in the field and churches already 
engaged in combating human trafficking throughout our nation. We pray that this will be a powerful resource for you – one that 
will help you to discover how your Church and individual members can be mobilized to rescue and restore those in harm’s way, 
and to prevent such evil from happening in the first place.

We are here to serve you in these endeavors. Let us know how we can be a friend to your efforts on behalf of others. 

Blessings,
 

Ashleigh S. Chapman, J.D.
President/CEO

ALLIANCE ALLIANCE

Church Toolkit
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The strategy below defines the areas of focus we must address simultaneously. If our communities are strong in one area, but lacking in 
another, gaps will be present that will allow trafficking to continue. For instance, if we are rescuing victims without having restoration 
resources available, then survivors may become victims again. If we are strong in identifying trafficking situations, but our laws are in need 
of reforms regarding both victims and perpetrators, we have work yet to do. If we are not focused on preventing human trafficking in the 
first place, vulnerable souls will continue to be exploited.

Before developing your Church’s strategy – or enhancing your current efforts – we 
encourage you to do the following:

1.	 Pray and seek the Lord’s direction for His vision and plan for your Church concerning 
this issue;

2.	 Explore what efforts are already underway in your local community (review the 
Directory Overview and attached Directory Excel Spreadsheet for guidance);

3.	 Build relationships with those already serving in the field across sectors and disciplines; 

4.	 Review the ideas below and the additional resources referenced in the footnotes;

5.	 Host a planning session with interested members of your congregation to create a plan 
of action unique to your Church’s strengths and abilities.

Prevention
Awareness

Vulnerability 
Demand

Much of the fight to eradicate human trafficking will be won by preventing 
it in the first place. In order to PREVENT human trafficking, communities 
must be made aware that this evil exists and must be educated about what 
puts children, youth, and adults at risk in their cities. While there is no one 
face of a human trafficking victim, certain populations are more vulnerable.  
Understanding and addressing factors that lead to vulnerability will aid 
in preventing exploitation. Further, without demand, human trafficking 
would not exist. Churches must consider how to address this root problem 
– in the lives of individuals, in our culture, and in our laws and policies.  

Church Toolkit
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AWARENESS:

1.	 Learn 1 the red flags that could alert you to a potential trafficking 
situation and program the National Human Trafficking Resource 
Center (NHTRC) into your phone contacts. The NHTRC 2 is a 
national 24-hour, toll-free, multilingual anti-trafficking hotline. 
Call 1-888-373-7888 to report a tip or visit www.polarisproject.
org for additional resources. For urgent situations, notify local law 
enforcement immediately by calling 911.

2.	 Partner 3 with an existing local anti-trafficking coalition or task 
force and connect with local domestic violence shelters, rescue 
missions, juvenile justice facilities, and related organizations to 
discover how you can work together.

3.	 Host and/or participate in events 4 that: build awareness ; invite 
experts in the field to share with your congregation; fundraise for 
community organizations already serving in the field; or highlight 
a human trafficking film  5 or documentary.

4.	 Share information with others via: an informational brochure in 
your church bulletin, an article in your ministry newsletter, and 
your church’s social media outlets.

5.	 Encourage your local school board, teachers, PTOs, and home 
schooling organizations to explore available school curriculums   6 
and school assemblies  7 about human trafficking; incorporate 
church-focused curriculum in your programs; and highlight the 
importance of internet safety.  8

6.	 Be a responsible consumer.  9 Buy products  10 that are guaranteed to 
be slave free, or purchase items made by survivors. 

7.	 Join the ENGAGE TOGETHER™ network  11 to learn from others, 
mobilize your efforts, and collaborate with organizations and 
individuals throughout the nation.

Ideas for Engagement

II

How do we eradicate human trafficking in our communities? What all must be 
addressed and who all must participate?  
Answers to these questions and ideas for how the Church is uniquely 
positioned to combat human trafficking are described in the following pages.  

http://www.polarisproject.org/human-trafficking/recognizing-the-signs
http://www.polarisproject.org/what-we-do/national-human-trafficking-hotline/the-nhtrc/overview
www.polarisproject.org
www.polarisproject.org
http://streetgrace.org/who-we-are/history/
http://gochristfellowship.com/serve/global-missions/hope-for-freedom/resources/
http://tradeofinnocentsresources.com/churches
http://nesteducators.org/curriculum-and-resources/curriculum-comparison-chart/
http://iempathize.org/th_gallery/empower-teens-at-risk/
http://www.netsmartz.org/Parents
http://slaveryfootprint.org/
http://fairtradeusa.org/
http://www.engage-together.org/engage
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VULNERABILITY:

1.	 Explore how your church can wrap around the vulnerable in your communities before 
such a consequence as human trafficking becomes a reality. 

2.	 Encourage members to join a mentoring program12 to positively impact youth in your 
area and volunteer with organizations that address the issues of poverty, homelessness,13 
and runaway youth.14 

3.	 Enhance your church’s outreach to vulnerable populations in your local communities, 
such as: 

a.	 Schools – be a safe place for children to come after school, provide after school 
programs, tutoring, or serve meals15 during school breaks to children in the area. 

b.	 Foster Youth – encourage your congregation to serve as foster parents,16 to adopt 
children17 out of foster care,18 and to support youth19 aging out without families.

c.	 Families in Crisis – wrap around families in crisis early and provide support for 
children20 and parents21.

d.	 Non-English speaking members – provide materials22 and/or translators at events to 
ensure their understanding of this issue and how to seek help.

DEMAND:

1.	 Offer programs that strengthen families in crisis in your church and in your community.

2.	 Promote healthy fatherhood,23 integrity, and accountability programs. 

3.	 Provide24 forums for discussions of healthy sexuality and relationships with your 
congregation.

4.	 Recognize how our culture25 drives demand and explore ways to advocate for a culture 
that values – not degrades – human life.

5.	 Understand the nexus between pornography 26 and human trafficking.

6.	 Become educated 27 about the laws in your state and inform 28 the efforts of your 
government representatives concerning this issue – at your local, state, and federal levels.

Prevention, cont’d. Prevention, cont’d.

I

Ideas for Engagement, cont’d.

PREVENTION
Awareness 

Vulnerability
Demand

I

Additional Resources:

The A21 Campaign - www.thea21campaign.org/content/the-facts/gjekag
US Department of State -  www.state.gov/j/tip/id

Resources: 

1.	 www.polarisproject.org
2.	 www.polarisproject.org/what-we-do/national-human-trafficking-hotline/the-nhtrc/overview 
3.	 www.streetgrace.org/who-we-are/history
4.	 www.gochristfellowship.com/serve/global-missions/hope-for-freedom/resources
5.	 www.tradeofinnocentsresources.com/churches 
6.	 www.nesteducators.org/curriculum-and-resources/curriculum-comparison-chart/
7.	 www.iempathize.org/th_gallery/empower-teens-at-risk
8.	 www.netsmartz.org/Parents 
9.	 www.slaveryfootprint.org  
10.	 www.fairtradeusa.org 
11.	 www.engage-together.org/engage 
12.	 www.bbbs.org
13.	 www.covenanthouse.org/ 
14.	 www.standupforkids.org/programs/default.aspx
15.	 www.streetgrace.org/feeding-vulnerable-children/
16.	 www.placeofhope.com
17.	 www.icareaboutorphans.org/whatwedo/waitnomore/
18.	 www.faithbridgefostercare.org/about-us.aspx
19.	 www.newvisionyouthservicesinc.org/ 
20.	 www.safe-families.org/
21.	 www.washingtongrp.com/services/service-areas/community-mobilization-mentoring/ 
22.	 www.polarisproject.org/resources/outreach-and-awareness-materials
23.	 www.facebook.com/Fathers.Against.Child.Exploitation.Org 
24.	 www.purehope.net/what-we-do/justice
25.	 www.iempathize.org
26.	 www.pornharmsresearch.com/2011/04/trafficking
27.	 www.polarisproject.org/what-we-do/policy-advocacy/national-policy/state-ratings-on-human-trafficking-laws 
28.	 www.streetgrace.org/events/dmst-lobby-day-2014

http://www.bbbs.org/site/c.9iILI3NGKhK6F/b.5962335/k.BE16/Home.htm
http://www.covenanthouse.org/
http://www.standupforkids.org/programs/default.aspx
http://streetgrace.org/feeding-vulnerable-children/
www.placeofhope.com
www.icareaboutorphans.org/whatwedo/waitnomore/
www.icareaboutorphans.org/whatwedo/waitnomore/
www.faithbridgefostercare.org/about-us.aspx
http://www.newvisionyouthservicesinc.org/
www.safe-families.org/
www.washingtongrp.com/services/service-areas/community-mobilization-mentoring/
http://www.polarisproject.org/resources/outreach-and-awareness-materials
https://www.facebook.com/Fathers.Against.Child.Exploitation.Org
http://purehope.net/what-we-do/justice/
http://iempathize.org/
http://pornharmsresearch.com/2011/04/trafficking/
http://www.polarisproject.org/what-we-do/policy-advocacy/national-policy/state-ratings-on-human-trafficking-laws
http://streetgrace.org/events/dmst-lobby-day-2014/
www.thea21campaign.org/content/the-facts/gjekag
www.state.gov/j/tip/id
www.polarisproject.org
www.polarisproject.org/what-we-do/national-human-trafficking-hotline/the-nhtrc/overview
www.streetgrace.org/who-we-are/history
www.gochristfellowship.com/serve/global-missions/hope-for-freedom/resources
www.tradeofinnocentsresources.com/churches
http://www.nesteducators.org/curriculum-and-resources/curriculum-comparison-chart/
www.nesteducators.org/curriculum/comparison-chart
http://www.iempathize.org/th_gallery/empower-teens-at-risk
www.netsmartz.org/Parents
www.slaveryfootprint.org
www.fairtradeusa.org
http://www.engage-together.org/engage
http://www.bbbs.org
http://www.covenanthouse.org/
http://www.standupforkids.org/programs/default.aspx
http://www.streetgrace.org/feeding-vulnerable-children/
http://www.placeofhope.com
http://www.icareaboutorphans.org/whatwedo/waitnomore/
http://www.newvisionyouthservicesinc.org/ 
http://www.safe-families.org/
http://www.washingtongrp.com/services/service-areas/community-mobilization-mentoring/ 
http://www.polarisproject.org/resources/outreach-and-awareness-materials
www.facebook.com/Fathers.Against.Child.Exploitation.Org
www.purehope.net/what-we-do/justice
www.iempathize.org
www.pornharmsresearch.com/2011/04/trafficking
http://www.polarisproject.org/what-we-do/policy-advocacy/national-policy/state-ratings-on-human-trafficking-laws
http://www.streetgrace.org/events/dmst-lobby-day-2014 
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Identification
Training

Outreach
The next step in combating human trafficking will be to take affirmative actions 
to IDENTIFY victims of trafficking. There is much work to be done in this area 
of focus. Those who are most likely to be in contact with victims – such as law 
enforcement officers, health care providers, teachers, parents, service industry 
workers, and others –  need training to properly identify and detect a case of 
trafficking. Additionally, outreach to vulnerable populations is also essential 
to identifying trafficking operations and leading to the rescue of victims.

TRAINING:

1.	 Train your staff and leadership, including your youth pastors, 
children’s pastors, and outreach ministry directors with curriculums 
such as Hands that Heal 1 and pureHOPE. 2

2.	 Inform 3 your congregation (including youth and children) of this 
issue and what to look for – both to identify a trafficking situation 
and to take steps to keep safe.

3.	 Make reporting information readily available to your congregation 
by posting the National Human Trafficking Resource Hotline 1-888-
373-7888 on your bulletin boards or website, in your weekly bulletin 
or monthly newsletter.

4.	 Print 4 and distribute wallet-sized cards for your church members to carry.

OUTREACH:

1.	 Educate those serving in your outreach ministries, such as 
ministries for the homeless, detention centers, or programs for at-
risk children and youth, to spot and report suspicious activity. 

2.	 Assign a church staff member to serve as a point of contact if 
others see suspicious activity or are in trouble themselves.

I

Ideas for Engagement

Identification, cont’d.

I

6.	 www.outofdarkness.org/adopt-a-block
7.	 www.restorationministriesdc.org
8.	 www.truckersagainsttrafficking.org

Resources: 
1.	 www.faastinternational.org/#/hands-that-heal 
2.	 www.purehope.net/what-we-do/justice/ 
3.	 www.missingkids.com/communities
4.	 www.dhs.gov/resource-catalog
5.	 www.dreamcenter.org

3.	 Enhance your church’s outreach programs in your local communities for 
the purpose of identifying potential victims, such as:

a.	 Homeless and Street Outreach – provide flyers with information on 
how to seek help; partner5 with an outreach ministry6 working directly 
with this population; host outreach events in areas where this issue 
occurs in your city.

b.	 Juvenile Justice Detention Centers – lead programs within detention 
centers or partner with organizations7 working to identify victims who 
may have been erroneously booked as runaways or for other crimes. 

c.	 Transportation Hubs and Industries – connect with truck stops,8 rest 
stops, and bus stations to educate them on this issue and provide 
information about what to do when suspicious activity is witnessed.

Ideas for Engagement, cont’d.

Additional Resources:
FBI Blue Campaign Training - www.dhs.gov/awareness-training
National Human Trafficking Resource Center Training - www.polarisproject.org/what-we-do/national-human-trafficking-hotline/access-training/online-training
US Department of State Training - www.state.gov/j/tip/training

IDENTIFICATION
Training

Outreach

http://www.faastinternational.org/#/hands-that-heal
http://purehope.net/resources/
http://www.missingkids.com/communities
https://www.dhs.gov/resource-catalog
http://www.outofdarkness.org/adopt-a-block
http://www.truckersagainsttrafficking.org
http://www.faastinternational.org/#/hands-that-heal 
www.purehope.net/what-we-do/justice
www.missingkids.com/communities
http://www.dhs.gov/resource-catalog
http://www.dreamcenter.org
www.dreamcenter.org
http://www.outofdarkness.org/adopt-a-block/
http://www.restorationministriesdc.org
www.truckersagainsttrafficking.org
http://www.dhs.gov/awareness-training
http://www.polarisproject.org/what-we-do/national-human-trafficking-hotline/access-training/online-training
www.state.gov/j/tip/training
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Rescue
Intervention
Temporary Shelter

Services
Victim Advocates

Once properly identified, those caught in trafficking situations must 
be RESCUED. It is the responsibility of law enforcement officials to 
intervene physically and remove victims from dangerous circumstances.  
However, churches are uniquely positioned to assist law enforcement in 
this process.  Rescued victims have many immediate and critical needs, 
including: temporary shelter for immediate and safe housing; services 
such as medical, dental, legal, and counseling; and victim advocates 
who will come alongside and link them to needed resources in the 
community. Increasing the availability of these resources from within your 
congregation ensures that these victims receive the instant care they need. 

INTERVENTION: 

(Do not attempt to rescue a victim by yourself; call professional help.)

1.	 Utilize technology. Activate Amber Alert 1 on your smart phones 
and always actively look for missing children. 

2.	 Download the FREEDOM! mobile app 2, a human trafficking 
reporting application for iPhones and Android phones that 
allows users to report victims, traffickers, and suspicious activity 
securely and with anonymity. Data is analyzed and vetted by 
40+ professional analysts and reported to law enforcement for 
immediate action or as strategic intelligence.

3.	 Become trained 3 to volunteer with your local law enforcement 
on how to analyze intelligence on cold cases in your community. 

4.	 Volunteer your church to be on-call and available as search teams 
when an abduction occurs in your community.

5.	 Build relationships with your local law enforcement to understand what 
goes on in your community and how you can support their efforts. 

TEMPORARY SHELTER:

1.	 Determine if there are existing shelters your church can support 
with funds, in-kind donations, and services from members in 
your congregation. Shelters for rescued victims may include: 
shelters specifically designed for survivors; detention centers; 
group homes; therapeutic foster care homes; domestic violence 
shelters; and others.

2.	 Consider collaboratively developing a shelter if there are no 
existing options in your own city or surrounding cities. But first, 
reach out to existing providers who are willing to provide guidance 
and direction (Abolition International 4 and Wellspring Living 5).

SERVICES:

1.	 Mobilize professionals within your congregation who are equipped 
to offer critical post-rescue services 6  such as medical, dental, 
translation, legal representation, counseling, and transportation.

I

Ideas for Engagement

VICTIM ADVOCATES: 

1.	 Designate a church member to oversee and coordinate all human 
trafficking volunteer opportunities. 

2.	 Serve as an initial contact for law enforcement to mobilize professionals 
from your congregation or trained civilian victim advocates to assist 
when a victim comes into custody, such as:

a.	 Legal Assistance 7 – victims may need help securing identification 
documents, handling custody issues if they have children, or 
defending themselves against charges for crimes committed 
during their captivity. 

b.	 Translation Services – encourage members of your church of 
different lingual and cultural backgrounds to be trained to assist 
with victims or potential victims in need of translation services.

3.	 Advocate for children in need by serving as a Guardian Ad Litem or 
Court Appointed Special Advocate8 (some states allow civilians to be 
trained for just this purpose).

Rescue, cont’d.

I

Resources: 
1.	 www.amberalert.gov 
2.	 www.orphansecure.com/orphan_secure_mobile.php
3.	 http://www.orphansecure.com/orphan_secure_training.php
4.	 www.abolitioninternational.org
5.	 www.wellspringliving.org
6.	 www.aspe.hhs.gov/hsp/07/humantrafficking/Needs/ib.shtml
7.	 www.americanbar.org/content/dam/aba/multimedia/trafficking_task_force/resources/TFHT_Toolkit/HumanTrafficking_Bar.authcheckdam.pdf 
8.	 www.casaforchildren.org/

Ideas for Engagement, cont’d.

Additional Resources:
Health and Human Services Rescue and Restore Campaign - www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/orr/resource/about-rescue-restore
National Human Trafficking Resource Center - www.polarisproject.org/what-we-do/national-human-trafficking-hotline/access-training/online-training
Orphan Secure - www.orphansecure.com

RESCUE
Intervention

Temporary Shelter
Services

Victim Advocates

http://www.amberalert.gov/
http://www.orphansecure.com/orphan_secure_mobile.php
http://www.orphansecure.com/orphan_secure_training.php
http://abolitioninternational.org/
https://wellspringliving.org/
http://aspe.hhs.gov/hsp/07/humantrafficking/Needs/ib.shtml
http://www.americanbar.org/content/dam/aba/multimedia/trafficking_task_force/resources/TFHT_Toolkit/HumanTrafficking_Bar.authcheckdam.pdf
http://www.casaforchildren.org/
www.amberalert.gov
http://www.orphansecure.com/orphan_secure_mobile.php
http://www.orphansecure.com/orphan_secure_training.php
www.abolitioninternational.org
http://www.wellspringliving.org
www.aspe.hhs.gov/hsp/07/humantrafficking/Needs/ib.shtml
www.americanbar.org/content/dam/aba/multimedia/trafficking_task_force/resources/TFHT_Toolkit/HumanTrafficking_Bar.authcheckdam.pdf
http://www.casaforchildren.org/
www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/orr/resource/about-rescue-restore
 http://www.polarisproject.org/what-we-do/national-human-trafficking-hotline/access-training/online-training
www.orphansecure.com
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Restoration
Aftercare

Reintegration
Once rescued, a survivor needs access to appropriate restorative and 
rehabilitative aftercare, tailored to meet the needs of each individual. The range 
of care may include medical, psychological, familial, spiritual, educational, and 
even vocational services. Needs differ greatly from adults to minors, and from 
foreign national to domestic survivors. The end goal, however, is the same – a 
successful reintegration and a solid foundation upon which to build a healthy, 
safe, and fulfilling future. Churches are uniquely positioned to participate in the 
RESTORATION process – from providing wraparound support for therapeutic 
homes and providers to building long-lasting relationships and ongoing care 
for survivors in their local communities – there is much that the Church can do.

AFTERCARE:

1.	 Mobilize your congregation members, youth groups, small 
groups, and other ministries within your church to donate or 
send gifts to local restoration homes. Examples include:

a.	 Necessities:

i.	 Blessing baskets – laundry baskets filled with a “care 
package” of necessities 1 chosen from a list 2 provided by 
caretakers in your community (this could include care 
baskets for children as they exit the hospital to welcome 
baskets for survivors in aftercare homes).

ii.	 Gift Cards – for directors of restoration programs to use 
towards purchases of individual needs.

b.	 Specialized Gifts:

i.	 Spiritual care packages – bibles, bible studies, 
encouraging books or magazines, sermons or Christian 

podcasts on CD or a pre-loaded iPod.

ii.	 Personalized quilts and journals.

iii.	 Letters/cards of encouragement 3 (seek guidance and 
direction from directors of programs).

iv.	 Celebration Box – create a birthday box for a survivor to open on 
his or her birthday (box cake, card, balloons) or a graduation box 
with gifts for their graduation from the program.

c.	 Educational Gifts:

i.	 Books – donate books for a restoration home library.

ii.	 Technology – such as laptops, tablets, Leap Frog Leap Pads, 
and other educational development tools.

2.	 Sponsor outdoor activities and field trips for restoration home 
residents (e.g. picnics, amusement parks, or canoe trips).

I

Ideas for Engagement

Restoration, cont’d.

3.	 Provide direct services 4  – qualified members of your congregation may be able to offer 
counseling services, pet therapy or equine therapy programs, art therapy and movement 
therapy classes, gardening, or other classes – either onsite or as a separate supportive ministry. 

 REINTEGRATION:

1.	 Sponsor community college or university scholarships for graduates of restoration homes. 

2.	 Assist with Life Management and Career Readiness – there are likely members of your 
congregation qualified to teach necessary topics such as: 
a.	 Healthy relationships 
b.	 Finances 
c.	 Dress for success 
d.	 Applying for scholarships 
e.	 Tax preparation 
f.	 Car maintenance 
g.	 Résumé classes 
h.	 Microsoft Certification/Technology 

i.	 Academic mentors in all subjects

3.	 Encourage members of your congregation to offer apprenticeships, internships, or 
vocational opportunities to graduates of restoration homes.

4.	 Build relationships5 with individuals in programs away from home so that upon their 
return, there is supportive community in place.

I

Resources: 
1.	 www.generatehope.org/getinvolved/donations-in-kind.php
2.	 www.thea21campaign.org/content/send-stuff/gjj6yh 
3.	 www.thea21campaign.org/content/write-a-letter/gjj5ex 
4.	 www.generatehope.org/getinvolved
5.	 www.crittentonsocal.org/policy/special-initiatives/ 

Ideas for Engagement, cont’d.

Additional Resources:
Abolition International - http://abolitioninternational.org
Dream Center - http://www.dreamcenter.org/rescueproject/human-trafficking/
Hope House Florida - http://www.hopehouseflorida.com
Wellspring Living - https://wellspringliving.org

RESTORATION
Aftercare

Reintegration

http://generatehope.org/getinvolved/donations-in-kind.php
http://www.thea21campaign.org/content/send-stuff/gjj6yh
http://www.thea21campaign.org/content/write-a-letter/gjj5ex
http://generatehope.org/getinvolved/
http://crittentonsocal.org/policy/special-initiatives/ -
www.generatehope.org/getinvolved/donations-in-kind.php
http://www.thea21campaign.org/content/send-stuff/gjj6yh
http://www.thea21campaign.org/content/write-a-letter/gjj5ex
www.generatehope.org/getinvolved
http://crittentonsocal.org/policy/special-initiatives/ 
http://abolitioninternational.org
http://www.hopehouseflorida.com
https://wellspringliving.org
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Reforms

In addition to the rescue and restoration of victims, we must also take 
affirmative steps to REFORM our laws and policies, and even entire 
systems that are in place to care for the vulnerable.  For the Church, this 
strategy necessitates first becoming informed and then considering how to 
support the efforts of  legislators at local, state, and federal levels to enact 
laws and policies that are protective of victims and provide significant 
deterrents to those who would harm others through this trade.  It is also 
critically important to assess whether our policies – at the legislative 
level and in our own churches and businesses – are addressing this issue 
appropriately.  Further, monitoring the impact of various reforms all 
along the way is essential to know whether efforts are successful or need 
to be further refined, and particularly, what creative solutions might 
exist to fix systems that are broken, overburdened, or under-resourced.

LEGAL:

1.	 Learn 1 about human trafficking laws 2 at your local community, 
state, and national levels.

2.	 Understand the legal process for both victims and perpetrators.

3.	Build relationships with local law enforcement, attorneys, 
and judges.

4.	 Inform these contacts with what your church is experiencing on 
the ground when combating human trafficking (well-intentioned 
laws may have unforeseen consequences).

POLICY:

1.	 Learn how corporate and legislative policies are shaping and 
affecting the issue on a local and national level.

2.	 Encourage those in your church who are leading your efforts to 
combat human trafficking to serve on an advisory committees in 
your communities.

3.	 Engage with local officials, state representatives 3, and state 
senators 4 to let them know that you care about human trafficking 
and find out what they are doing to prevent it in your area and 
how you can help.

Ideas for Engagement

I

Legal
Policy
Systems SYSTEMS:

1.	 Understand how agencies and systems operate to protect the vulnerable 
- such as the child welfare system, juvenile justice system, and department 
of children and families - both at the federal 5 level and within your state. 

2.	 Engage with agencies to enhance your members’ participation in adopting 
children in foster care 6 or providing preventive or alternative placement 
options 7 for children whose families are in crisis.

3.	 Explore how your church can wrap around the vulnerable  in your 
communities before such a consequence as human trafficking 
becomes a reality.

4.	 Expand your church’s local network to collaborate with organizations across 
sectors – such as with local businesses, universities, and government officials.

5.	 Learn how the different systems in place for children versus adults in 
crisis work, and enhance your church’s offerings for both8 populations.

6.	 Focus on creative solutions to system-wide problems and challenges and 
how your church may provide the solution. 

Reforms, cont’d.

I

Resources: 
1.	 www.sharedhope.org/what-we-do/bring-justice/reportcards 
2.	 www.polarisproject.org/resources/state-and-federal-laws 
3.	 www.house.gov/representatives/find
4.	 www.senate.gov/general/contact_information/senators_cfm.cfm 
5.	 www.acf.hhs.gov/

6.	 www.icareaboutorphans.org
7.	 www.safe-families.org
8.	 www.washingtongrp.com/services/service-areas/community-mobilization-mentoring

Ideas for Engagement, cont’d.

Additional Resources:
Abolition International - https://www.dropbox.com/s/yahrbwqzkhc3yeu/ChurchPartnerships.pdf 
Street Grace -  http://streetgrace.org/what-we-do/church-partners-2/

REFORMS
Legal
Policy

Systems

http://sharedhope.org/what-we-do/bring-justice/reportcards/
http://www.polarisproject.org/resources/state-and-federal-laws
http://www.house.gov/representatives/find/
http://www.senate.gov/general/contact_information/senators_cfm.cfm
http://www.senate.gov/general/contact_information/senators_cfm.cfm
http://www.acf.hhs.gov/
http://icareaboutorphans.org/
http://www.safe-families.org/
http://www.safe-families.org/
http://www.washingtongrp.com/services/service-areas/community-mobilization-mentoring/
www.sharedhope.org/what-we-do/bring-justice/reportcards
http://www.polarisproject.org/resources/state-and-federal-laws 
www.house.gov/representatives/find
www.senate.gov/general/contact_information/senators_cfm.cfm
www.acf.hhs.gov
www.icareaboutorphans.org
http://www.safe-families.org
http://www.washingtongrp.com/services/service-areas/community-mobilization-mentoring/
https://www.dropbox.com/s/yahrbwqzkhc3yeu/ChurchPartnerships.pdf
 http://www.streetgrace.org/what-we-do/church-partners-2/


Church Toolkit   |   15 © Alliance for Freedom, Restoration, and Justice, Inc. © Alliance for Freedom, Restoration, and Justice, Inc. Church Toolkit   |   16

ENGAGE TOGETHER
An initiative of the Alliance for Freedom, Restoration, and Justice, Inc.
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The ENGAGE TOGETHER™ platform is a virtual community for justice advocates – an active and relational 
network of organizations, professionals, and volunteers working to eradicate human trafficking and to address 
those issues that lead to its existence in our world today.

When an individual joins, their interests and abilities are matched with organizations serving in the field so that 
they can strategically engage in this effort - locally and globally. An individual can join by visiting our website at 
www.engage-together.org/engage and clicking “Sign Up as an Individual.”

When a partner organization applies, they are able to access a robust series of tools to enhance their efforts 
on behalf of others as well as be matched with like-minded organizations and individuals for collaborative 
engagement and exponential impact. A church – or the outreach ministry of the church – can apply to become a 
partner by visiting www.engage-together.org/engage and clicking “Partner with us. Apply Today.” 

ENGAGE TOGETHER?Are you ready to

MATCHED together
 in a virtual community of 

justice advocates

Join now to END human trafficking & the exploitation of the vulnerable.

Individuals 
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Items

Services
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ENGAGE TOGETHER
An initiative of the Alliance for Freedom, Restoration, and Justice, Inc.

TM

How the platform can be utilized by individuals within the church 

1.	 Profile - when individual members join the platform and create their individual profile pages, their unique skills and abilities 
are matched with opportunities and needs of others working in the field. 

2.	 Notifications - individuals are then notified about how they can serve in strategic ways.

3.	 Opportunities - individuals can find, attend, or volunteer with opportunities hosted by your church or ministry, as well as 
other organizations in your local area. Such opportunities may include trainings, awareness events, walks, fundraisers, or 
informational meetings.

4.	 Needs - individuals can meet the needs of any organization by providing in-kind services, purchasing needed tangible 
items, or giving monetary donations. 

How the platform can be utilized by a church as a partner organization

1.	 Opportunities - church ministries can post opportunities to mobilize members to attend an event, training, or serve at the 
next outreach initiative; and share opportunities with just their member base, community partners, or the entire virtual 
community. (Additionally, there are survey, admin, media, and other tools churches can use to share and update these 
opportunities.)

2.	 Needs - church ministries can post needs for items or services. (Items can be donated traditionally or purchased on Amazon 
and shipped directly to the ministry.) Registered 501(c)(3) organizations can also fundraise through the platform. 

3.	 Social Media - church ministries are able to link their other social media accounts directly to the ENGAGE TOGETHER™ 
platform to share between the virtual community and the broader public.

4.	 Classifications - When creating the organization profile, a church is able to select classifications based on the ways they are 
uniquely combating human trafficking (in the areas of prevention, identification, rescue, restoration, and reforms). They are 
also able to list related problems that the ministry is helping to solve, such as issues related to orphans, homelessness, or 
child abuse. These classifications are used to match an organization with other like-minded organizations and individuals 
for strategic, collaborative engagement.

*Supplemental Material: PowerPoint - Engage Together Platform - train your Church and members on how to utilize the virtual 
community for justice advocates.

II

http://www.engage-together.org/engage
http://www.engage-together.org


Church Toolkit   |   17 © Alliance for Freedom, Restoration, and Justice, Inc. © Alliance for Freedom, Restoration, and Justice, Inc. Church Toolkit   |   18

To assist you in this process, use the supplemental Excel 
template to create a Directory of Local Services.	
	
The following are steps you can take to begin to compile 
the information:

1.	 Start with local organizations with whom you are 
familiar. Such organizations may already have some of 
this information compiled. If not, many times an existing 
local taskforce or coalition will have a similar resource.

2.	 To locate a taskforce or coalition in your area, check 
with your local Attorney General’s Office, or your local 
Sheriff or Police Department. If you are unable to find 
either through these methods, you can search online 
to find if anything is published electronically about a 
task force or coalition in your area. (Some resources 
that may assist you in finding this information 
include: coalitions listed by state 1, as well as Rescue & 
Restoration specific coalitions listed by state.) 2

3.	 If you are able to find a directory, be sure to look it over 
to ensure that the information includes everything you 

might need to move forward. Some directories are 
narrowly focused, providing only information about 
law enforcement or restoration homes. If the directory 
does not encompass the entire comprehensive 
strategy – prevention, identification, rescue, 
restoration, and reforms – use the Excel template 
provided to guide as you gather this information.  

4.	 You may also be able to find contact information 
for organizations located in your area through our 
Engage Together 3 online platform.

5.	 Finally, you will find supplemental information in the 
Excel template provided, along with helpful instructions 
for filling in your local directory information. 

Strategic, comprehensive, collaborative engagement 
is critical to success. Discover the expertise and 
abilities of others, assess your plan for action, and then 
ENGAGE TOGETHER™ to eradicate human trafficking in 
your community. 

Directory of Local Services - Overview

Before deciding how you and your Church want to get involved, 
we encourage you to research what is already being done in 
your community.  This is an important and necessary step. It will 
allow you to see what efforts are already underway (so that you 
can determine how best to support those efforts) and whether 
there are gaps in service that need to be addressed (which your 
Church or members may be uniquely positioned to fill).

III

1.	 www.dhs.gov/xlibrary/assets/ht_state_local_resources.xls (compiled in 2010)
2.	 www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/orr/resource/contact-information-for-coalitions 
3.	 www.engage-together.org/engage 

What is human trafficking?   Where is this occurring?  How is this happening?

“Human trafficking is a form of modern day slavery. As defined under U.S. federal law, victims of human trafficking include 
children involved in the sex trade, adults age 18 or over who are coerced or deceived into commercial sex acts, and anyone 
forced into different forms of ‘labor or services,’ such as domestic workers held in a home, or farm-workers forced to labor 
against their will. The factors that each of these situations have in common are elements of force, fraud, or coercion that 
are used to control people.  Then, that control is tied to inducing someone into commercial sex acts, or labor or services.”  1 

Just as there is no one face of a human trafficking victim, there is no one cause. There are many complex issues that lead to 
human trafficking. “Sex trafficking and labor trafficking do not only exist because there are vulnerable populations in our 
world. Trafficking is driven by demand.”  2 For more information, see the List of Resources (p20).  

What can a church do? 

There are many things you can do to become involved. Both the Church as a corporate entity and your individual members 
have much to offer – and much is needed. For more information on the many ways your church can engage to combat 
human trafficking, please see the Ideas for Engagement in the Comprehensive Strategy Sections (p4-14) of this toolkit.

How can a church mobilize around this issue?

First, pray (see Prayer Guides on the List of Resources). Second, utilize this toolkit and the strategy and ideas therein to 
design how your Church can uniquely engage on behalf of the vulnerable in your communities.  Third, join the ENGAGE 
TOGETHER™  3 virtual platform for justice advocates to mobilize your efforts and your members to combat human trafficking 
and prevent it from happening in the first place. On the platform, members can meet needs and opportunities as well as be 
matched with like-minded individuals and organizations.  In addition to these unique matching capabilities, churches and 
ministries can apply to have access to a robust series of tools that can mobilize their church and their community. For more 
information, please see the ENGAGE TOGETHER™ Platform overview (p15-16).

Toolkit FAQs

IV

1.	 www.polarisproject.org/human-trafficking/overview
2.	 See FN 1
3.	 www.engage-together.org

www.dhs.gov/xlibrary/assets/ht_state_local_resources.xls 
http://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/orr/resource/contact-information-for-coalitions
http://www.engage-together.org/engage
www.dhs.gov/xlibrary/assets/ht_state_local_resources.xls
http://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/orr/resource/contact-information-for-coalitions 
http://www.engage-together.org/engage
http://www.engage-together.org/engage
http://www.engage-together.org/engage
http://www.polarisproject.org/human-trafficking/overview
http://www.engage-together.org
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Why does my community need me to get involved locally?  

Every community is susceptible to human trafficking because vulnerable populations exist in every community; therefore, 
there are many ways that you can engage to make a difference. Before you decide how your church will engage or 
enhance your existing efforts, discover what is happening in your community to combat this issue to learn how you can 
come alongside efforts already underway or fill existing gaps.  For assistance with gathering this information, please see 
the Directory of Local Services Overview (p17) and the Excel template (Supplemental Materials). 

What if my church is very small … or very large?

There is no group too small to make a difference. Individuals and small groups can have a very significant impact. 
And remember that the impact of wrapping around a single survivor to aid in their journey from rescue to 
restoration is immeasurable.  

Some of you may have a large group and you aren’t sure how to plug them all in. This is a great challenge to have! It 
simply means you will need to delegate and get creative. This may mean creating many avenues for involvement, or 
could be as simple as educating each individual on how to make a difference using their unique skills and abilities to 
meet needs and opportunities. 

Of course, big or small, the greatest impact will come from your group collaborating together with others, so providing 
a needed service or partnering with other organizations to fill gaps in your community are pathways that will lead to the 
best solutions for how to mobilize your Church members on behalf of those in need.

How do I receive the Supplemental Materials mentioned throughout the toolkit?

There are several Supplemental Materials that accompany this toolkit (p2). To receive any or all of these materials, simply 
contact us at connect@engage-together.org and we will be happy to help you further mobilize your congregation. 

Toolkits FAQs

IV

Below are just a few of the many available information sheets about human trafficking for you to share with your congregation.

PRAYER GUIDES:

The A21 Campaign 
www.thea21campaign.org/content/resources-offline/gjfjs9
Abolition International 
www.abolitioninternational.org/get-involved/church-partners/
Christ Fellowship 
http://gochristfellowship.com/fileadmin/files/HFF_PrayerGuide_5.25x8.25-WEB.pdf
FAAST 
http://storage.cloversites.com/faithallianceagainstslaveryandtrafficking/documents/FAAST%20prayer%20points.pdf

GENERAL INFORMATION:

Department of Education 
www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/osdfs/factsheet.pdf 
Department of Homeland Security  
www.dhs.gov/sites/default/files/publications/blue-campaign/BC%20inserts%20Victim%20ID%20NGO.pdf
FBI – Innocence Lost Initiative 
www.fbi.gov/about-us/investigate/vc_majorthefts/cac/innocencelost 
ICE/Blue Campaign 
www.ice.gov/doclib/news/library/factsheets/pdf/ht_indicators_pmphlt_engl_blue-campaign-june-2013.pdf 
NHTRC  
www.polarisproject.org/resources/outreach-and-awareness-materials
Shared Hope International
www.sharedhope.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/11/DMSTinfographic.pdf
UNODC 
www.unodc.org/documents/human-trafficking/UNVTF_fs_HT_EN.pdf 
UNICEF 
www.unicefusa.org/assets/pdf/EndTrafficking_OnePager_FINAL.pdf 

LIST OF RESOURCES

mailto:connect%40engage-together.org?subject=Toolkit%20Supplemental%20Materials
http://www.thea21campaign.org/content/resources-offline/gjfjs9
http://www.abolitioninternational.org/get-involved/church-partners/
http://gochristfellowship.com/fileadmin/files/HFF_PrayerGuide_5.25x8.25-WEB.pdf
http://storage.cloversites.com/faithallianceagainstslaveryandtrafficking/documents/FAAST%20prayer%20points.pdf
www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/osdfs/factsheet.pdf
http://www.dhs.gov/sites/default/files/publications/blue-campaign/BC%20inserts%20Victim%20ID%20NGO.pdf
www.fbi.gov/about-us/investigate/vc_majorthefts/cac/innocencelost
www.ice.gov/doclib/news/library/factsheets/pdf/ht_indicators_pmphlt_engl_blue-campaign-june-2013.pdf
http://www.polarisproject.org/resources/outreach-and-awareness-materials
www.sharedhope.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/11/DMSTinfographic.pdf
www.unodc.org/documents/human-trafficking/UNVTF_fs_HT_EN.pdf
www.unicefusa.org/assets/pdf/EndTrafficking_OnePager_FINAL.pdf
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The AFRJ exists to SUPPORT those engaged in combating human trafficking 
and addressing those issues that lead to its existence 
in our own communities and all around the world... 

...and to MOBILIZE those who desire to join them.

This toolkit has been designed specifically for the Church with input 
from experts serving in the field and churches already engaged in 
combating human trafficking throughout our nation. We are especially 
thankful for the following individuals’ input and assistance in this project:

Mary Frances Bowley  |  Founder/Chief Operating Strategist 
Wellspring Living  www.wellspringliving.org

Aaronde Creighton  |  Board Member  
Street Grace  www.streetgrace.org

Bonnie Jo Daniels  |  Director  
Hope for Freedom www.gochristfellowship.com/hope-for-freedom

Annie Kardas  |  Global Communications Manager  
The A21 Campaign  www.thea21campaign.org

Rolando Lopez  |  Founder/Executive Director 
Orphan Secure  www.orphansecure.com

Brad Riley  |  Founder/President
Mark Brende  |  Board Member  
iEmpathize  www.iempathize.org 

With special thanks to:

David Metcalfe  |  Pastor, Global Ministries 
Troy Weirman  |  Pastor, Global Ministries  
Gateway Church www.gatewaypeople.com
and the Global Team

Thank you!

https://wellspringliving.org/
http://streetgrace.org/ 
http://gochristfellowship.com/serve/global-missions/hope-for-freedom/
http://www.thea21campaign.org/
http://www.orphansecure.com/
http://www.iempathize.org 
http://gatewaypeople.com
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