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SERMON 

St. Peter’s UCC 

November 2, 2025 

“The Great Ordeal” 

 

Scripture: 

Revelation 7:9-17 The Multitude from Every Nation 

Psalm  34:1-3, 7-8, 22 

John 14: 1-3, 18-20, 25-27 Many Dwelling Places        

 

 In the vision from Revelation that we just heard from, a great 

multitude was gathered with the angels.  One who is called an elder 

explains that the multitude have, quote, “come out of the great ordeal…”  

The great ordeal is the struggles of Christians and Christianity, but really, 

also a description of this whole world and its challenges and temptations.  

The great ordeal is life. 

 There is no one who lives in this world who escapes the great ordeal.  

No one skips through life unscathed; untouched.  Now, we may find the 

gumption to say, “I can handle it,” but by the end of life, no one can say 

that they did an “end run” around the great ordeal.  No one can claim a 

win that way.    
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 Consider what the difference must be between heaven and earth.  In 

heaven, there’s no war, no hunger, no cruelty; no pain.  And within 

ourselves, only peace and joy, and a love from God that pervades 

everything.  I also want to float around in heaven, because – you know, no 

gravity.  And I want to go back in time to check some things out, because 

in heaven there are no clocks that only move forward.  You can fall back 

way more than an hour; more like 2,000 years. 

  Many people try to minimize the struggles of the great ordeal by 

leading safe lives that try to avoid more ordeals than necessary.  As we 

know, no one can escape all the struggles of life, but some focus on a safe 

life.  I do too, and I’m sure you’re thinking the same thing, that we should 

try to avoid more suffering than necessary. 

 However, not one of you sitting here today would be content to make 

that your entire game plan.  That’s the difference.  You are here today, 

because you are “light bearers.”  You are not content to just slip by in life.  

You are light bearers who would bring the Light of the World into many a 
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darkness where suffering is found; where the great ordeal can be eased for 

some, and they won’t feel so owned by the darkness anymore.   

 Confronting the darkness in the world can sometimes feel sacrificial.  

The struggles and darkness of this world seem to resist heaven’s light at 

times.  The ways of darkness in life – and they are many and varied – 

don’t always appreciate the light.  That’s why the Light of the World, our 

Savior, ended up on the cross.   

 The Apostle John says in his Gospel, “And this is the judgment, that 

the light has come into the world, and people loved darkness rather than 

light because their deeds were evil.”  

But you are the faithful who refuse to give in to cynicism or despair; 

who insist on caring in a world where caring can be a hard thing to do.  By 

your caring, by your faithfulness, by your refusal to give in to the world, 

in spite of the ordeal, you are the ones that the elder in the book of 

Revelation speaks of when he says that you are the ones who have come 

out of the great ordeal, and that, quote, “they have washed their robes and 

made them white in the blood of the Lamb.”   
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 When I lived in the Lehigh Valley, there was a church sign in 

Emmaus that said, “We preach the Bible, the blood, and the blessed hope.”  

Well, our style here may be different perhaps from that church, but we at 

St. Peter’s most certainly do our best to live out “the Bible, the blood and 

the blessed hope.”  We believe that, to be washed clean in the blood of the 

Lamb is not a one-time thing, a sort of conversion experience, but rather a 

lifetime of faithfulness committed to bringing heaven’s light to as many 

people as possible in the darkness of the great ordeal.   

 I’m not a huge fan of disaster movies, but one thing I like in them is 

that when it looks like people are trapped, some refuse to give up, and they 

encourage all to keep trying.  In a similar way in this fallen world, God 

calls on us as light bearers; to call out with words of hope and to never 

give up; to offer a way to the light. 

 Earlier in the book of Revelation is a message for a little church in 

Philadelphia, located in modern day Turkey.  It says, “I know that you 

have but little power, and yet you have kept my word and have not denied 

my name…hold fast to what you have, so that no one may seize your 
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crown.  If you conquer, I will make you a pillar in the temple of my 

God…I will write on you the name of my God, and the name of the city of 

my God, the new Jerusalem that comes down from my God out of 

heaven.”  

 Just like that ancient church in Philadelphia, reassured by God’s 

revelation, we too are not alone as we celebrate and live out the Good 

News of God.  Heaven is watching gratefully, and God’s grace is at hand.  

And though St. Peter’s may be tucked away on the hillside, “the little 

white church on the hill,” please never forget that what we do here matters 

greatly; both to God and to many others.   

 The elder said, “These are they who have come out of the great 

ordeal; they have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of 

the Lamb.” 

 Friends, we are the gathered faithful in the great ordeal.  May God 

continue to bless us in this life and the life to come.  Amen.  


