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Scripture:
2 Thessalonians 2:1-5, 13-17 Chosen for Salvation
Psalm 98:1, 4, 7-9b
Luke 20:27-38 The Question about the Resurrection

Jesus is challenged by the Sadducees in today’s Gospel reading,
because they didn’t believe in the Resurrection. And so, they try to trip
him up by mixing in some of the Mosaic law with what Jesus is saying. It
feels very similar to what we hear at the beginning of Lent, when the devil
tries to trip Jesus up by quoting scripture. As we all know, such
conversations happen often in our faith, especially among theologians who
are trying to win a point in a conversation or a theological position. They
quote their scriptural verses, while somebody else quotes their favorite
scriptural positions.

Jesus explains to the Sadducees that what they were talking about is

not a concern in heaven, because in heaven, people don’t die. He says that

“they cannot die anymore, because they are like angels and are children of
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God, being children of the resurrection.” Jesus finishes by saying that the
“God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob... is God not of
the dead but of the living, for to him all of them are alive.”

In the Apostle John’s vision of heaven in Revelation, we hear of a
place where God wipes away every tear from our eyes; where death will
be no more, and that mourning and crying and pain will be no more.

At Christmas time, at the birth of Jesus, we hear of angels in heaven.
In some of the last words of Jesus in this world, just before he dies, he
assures his followers that there are many dwelling places in God’s realm,
and that, when that time comes for us, Jesus will take us to himself.

Jesus speaks of heaven as paradise. On the cross, Jesus tells one of
those being crucified next to him that, on that day, he will join Jesus in
paradise. At times, heaven is described as a garden or park, and at other
times, a glorious city. Though the descriptions of heaven vary, they all
speak of a place filled with peace and joy, beauty, majesty and love.

This is the case also with dying patients and with near death

experiences; experiences that still have not been explained away with



brain wave activity. In many dying patients, they see the familiar smiles
of deceased family and relatives, though they may not always share that
with others, or are not able to share such experiences. Others see angelic
figures. Often, there i1s a deep sense of peace that helps carry them
through the transition. We’ve all heard of tunnels and bright light. Some
have spoken of being in a different realm. The Apostle Paul, though he
was not dying, spoke of being in heaven, and not surprisingly, wanting to
stay there, unless God had more work for him to do. In the old days,
lifeguards would talk about the frustrating experience of nearly drowned
swimmers being mad that they were brought back from “cloud nine,” as
they called it.

There 1s a God and there is a heaven; of those truths we never have to
doubt. That is why Paul, in his letters, was always offering
encouragement to the Christian communities he started around the
Mediterranean. He says in our reading today, “So then, brothers and
sisters, stand firm and hold fast to the traditions that you were taught by

us, either by word of mouth or by our letter.”



It’s so easy to get lost in this world. It’s so easy to lose our way, but
for those who turn to God in Christ, our faith will hold us firm in the
vision of God’s salvation; an eternal God who will help us through the
birth pangs of this world.

In fact, our faith is strong enough that God’s realm is part of lives,
both now and forever. Even now, heaven’s grace is at work. Even now,
the light of heaven breaks through the darkness of this world. Even now,
lives can be touched by events and visions and so-called coincidences that
only make sense for a believer.

Of course, in the Bible, we have many examples of God’s presence
and help in this world, from the sea parting, to Daniel in the lion’s den, to
the miracles of Jesus, but heaven is not so far removed from our everyday
lives, either. The ceiling between us and heaven 1s more porous than we
may realize. I remember one time when a devout Christian woman told
some of us a story about an accident she had. She was older and
overweight, but when a train demolished her car, she found herself, totally

fine, on top of a small hill a little ways from the accident. She had no



memory of getting out of the car, and she wondered how she could be so
far away so fast.

I remember one time as a young man hearing a voice as an inside
voice in my head, but loud, yelling my name. Somehow, I knew to go in
the basement. There was a lot of lint around the dryer that was about to
catch on fire.

Sometimes God comes, not in an emergency, but out of nowhere, and
in those moments, for some reason, totally unexpected, you can feel a
great sense of peace. It might be a day like any other, but the feeling
would be unmistakable.

Yes, there is a God and there 1s a heaven, and the ceiling between our
world and God’s eternal world is acting less like a ceiling and, at times,
more like a stairway.

My father, a few days before he died of cancer back in the 70s, woke
up from a nap and was teary-eyed. He said that he had a dream in which
there was a beautiful stairway, and flower petals were drifting down, and

the music was the most beautiful he had ever heard. I said that I hate
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waking up from nice dreams. He looked me right in the eyes and said that
was no dream. I believe God was offering some comfort about the
transition.

There 1s a God and there 1s a heaven, and God’s realm is not content
to simply wait for us, but would have us receive heaven’s grace now. We
are in eternity right now, and God would have us know ourselves in that
truth.

Billy Graham once said — and I love his perspective, "My home is in
Heaven. I'm just traveling through this world." We Christians are people
of heaven. We are conduits of Good News; Good News that was created
by God. To be a Christian 1s to know ourselves, our full selves, our true
selves, beyond just this world alone. We aren’t just people of this world
who have some belief; no, so much more. We are people of God’s eternity
who accept our role as midwives to new life and life eternal.

When I first felt called to Christianity, one of my early goals was to
read the Bible all the way through. I started out with that wonderful

description of creation in the first chapter of Genesis, and it was with great



anticipation that I finally reached the New Testament and the entry of
Jesus into the Bible. His words and actions were mind-boggling in their
genius; more than genius, really; his miraculous revealing into the world
as our Savior.

Then there came a day when I reached the last chapter of the Bible.
It was an exciting and happy ending to the struggle of humankind since
Adam and Eve. In that last chapter, I read of the river of the water of life
and the tree of life and the healing of the nations. I read that nothing
accursed will be found there anymore. I read of Jesus saying, “I am the
root and the descendant of David, the bright morning star... let everyone
who 1s thirsty come. Let anyone who wishes take the water of life as a
gift.”

I loved reading these words as I neared the very end of the Bible.
Then the Bible says, “Amen. Come, Lord Jesus! The grace of the Lord
Jesus be with all the saints. Amen.” And then... nothing; a blank page. I

was done. Silence.



I felt sort of depressed, as a new Christian, to reach the end of the
Bible. The story was over; the books of the Bible had been read.
However, though it took some time, I realized that the story wasn’t over at
all. It was just for others to carry on the story; to carry on with their own
stories of their encounter with God in Christ; to carry on with their stories
of serving God in this world; to carry on as heavenly servants; freed in
Christ for all time, for there 1s a God and there 1s a heaven, and we are
God’s own, now and forever.

Welcome to eternity, for we serve Good News of an eternal God. We
are just as much a part of God’s story as any follower of Christ in the
Bible. We are the answer to the question, “What happens next?” What
happens next in the story? May our chapter in our time please God
always.

As Paul says at the end of our reading today, “Now may our Lord
Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, who loved us and through grace
gave us eternal comfort and good hope, comfort your hearts and

strengthen them in every good work and word.” Amen.



