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Welcome

We welcome the participation of all ages; races; religious backgrounds; sexual orientations; gender
identities; socioeconomic, marital and family statuses; abilities; political affiliations and national origins.
Ministry is strengthened by diversity and we welcome all to join us in worship, fellowship, learning and
service. You are a child of God; you are welcome here.

Prelude
Now Thank We All Our God J. S. Bach/arr. P. Baekgaard

Call to Worship

We gather for worship in the name of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit.

We have come to offer our praise to God for God’s many blessings to us.

Open your hearts to God's compassionate words of love.

Help us, O Lord, to receive your gifts in gratitude and to live lives of helpful service to others.

Acknowledgement of Traditional Territory

As we gather here today, we are on the homeland of the Piscataway, Doeg, and Conoy peoples. We
pay our respects to the Powhatan and Nacotchtank ancestors and all who walked here before us. We
repent the pains and sins of colonialism. We give thanks for those who first cared for this land.

God of peace we pray to you: Heal the wounds of this place and our nation. May we live with respect
on this land and live in peace and friendship with its people.

Confession and Forgiveness

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Have mercy on us, O God.

We confess that we have sinned against you, and against our neighbor. We have built walls instead
of tables and have turned away the stranger. We have sought glory for ourselves and have treasured
that which does not satisfy. Help us to love as you love, to welcome those you send, and to treasure
mercy and justice. Turn us from our ways to your ways, and free us to serve those in need. Amen.

God, who makes all things new, forgives our sins for Jesus’ sake and remembers them no more. Lift up
your heads and your hearts, for ours is the kingdom of God. Amen.

Gathering Hymn
Great is Thy Faithfulness ELW 733

Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with us
all. And also with you.



Kyrie
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I Have mer-cy on us, Lord, and hear our sol-emn prayer.
2 Have mer-cy on us, Christ, and wash a - way our sin.
3 Have mer-cy on us, Lord; make sin and shame de - part.

2+ — ! .
O A AR SR

!
We come to hear your liv-ing word; it saves us from de - spair.
Pour out your grace and make us whole that new life may be - gin.

Re - new us with your sav-ing pow'r; cre - ate in us new hearts!

Glory Be to God
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G ets e erize

1 Glo-ry be to God in heav-en; peace, good-will to all the earth.
2 Glo-ry be to Chrstfor-ev -er, Lamb of God and Lord of love.
3 Ho-ly One we now ac-claimyou; Lord a - lone, to you we call;
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Might-y God of all cre - a - tion, Fa - ther of sur - pass-ing worth:

Son of God and gra-cious Sav - ior, you have come from heav’'n a- bove;
Ho - ly One in faith we name you, God most high, yet near to all:
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we ex - alt you, we a - dore you, we lift high our thanks and praise.
on the cross you died to save us; now youreign at God’s right hand.
Je - sus Christ,with God the Spir-it, in the Fa-ther’s splen-dor bright.
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Saints and an - gels bow be - fore you; here on ecarth our songs we raise.

Hear our prayer; re - store, for-give us; in your prom-ise firm we stand.
For the peace that we in-her-it, glo-ry be to God on high!



Prayer of the Day
Let us pray. Lord of bounty and blessing, we come to you this day in gratitude for all that we have
been given. We give you thanks for the blessings and for the opportunities to be of service to others
in your holy name. Bless us, that we may become truly blessings to others, in Jesus name. Amen.

Welcome and Announcements

1st Reading: Joel 2: 21-27
A reading from the book of Joel, second chapter.

21Do not fear, O soil; be glad and rejoice, for the LORD has done great things! 2?Do not fear, you
animals of the field, for the pastures of the wilderness are green; the tree bears its fruit, the fig tree
and vine give their full yield.
230 children of Zion, be glad and rejoice in the LORD your God; for he has given the early rain for your
vindication, he has poured down for you abundant rain, the early and the later rain, as before. 2*The
threshing floors shall be full of grain, the vats shall overflow with wine and oil.
23] will repay you for the years that the swarming locust has eaten, the hopper, the destroyer, and the
cutter, my great army, which | sent against you.
2%You shall eat in plenty and be satisfied, and praise the name of the LORD your God, who has dealt
wondrously with you. And my people shall never again be put to shame. ?’You shall know that | am in
the midst of Israel, and that I, the LORD, am your God and there is no other. And my people shall never
again be put to shame.
Word of God. Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 126
We will read Psalm 126 responsively.
"When the LoRD restored the fortunes of Zion,
then were we like those who dream.
“Then was our mouth filled with laughter, and our tongue with shouts of joy.
Then they said among the nations, “The LORD has done great things for them.”
3The LorD has done great things for us,
and we are glad indeed.
“Restore our fortunes, O LORD,
like the watercourses of the Negeb.
>Those who sowed with tears
will reap with songs of joy.
“Those who go out weeping, carrying the seed,
will come again with joy, shouldering their sheaves.

2nd Reading: 1 Timothy 2: 1-7

A reading from the book of First Timothy, the Second chapter.

IFirst of all, then, | urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for
everyone, 2for kings and all who are in high positions, so that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in
all godliness and dignity. 3This is right and is acceptable in the sight of God our Savior, “who desires
everyone to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. °For there is one God; there is also
one mediator between God and humankind, Christ Jesus, himself human, ®who gave himself a ransom
for all —this was attested at the right time.”For this | was appointed a herald and an apostle (I am
telling the truth, | am not lying), a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and truth.



Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation
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Al - le-lu - ia! Lord and Sav-ior: o - pen now your sav-ing word.
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Let it burn like fire with-in us; speak un - til our hearts are stirred.
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Al - le-lu - ia! Lord, we sing for the good news that you bring.

The Holy Gospel
Matthew 6:25-33
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the sixth chapter
Glory to you, O Lord.
Jesus said, 2>“Therefore | tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will
drink, or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the body more than
clothing? 2Look at the birds of the air; they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your
heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? 2’And can any of you by worrying
add a single hour to your span of life? 22And why do you worry about clothing? Consider the lilies of
the field, how they grow; they neither toil nor spin, ??yet | tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was
not clothed like one of these. 3°But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which is alive today and
tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much more clothe you—you of little faith? 31Therefore
do not worry, saying, ‘What will we eat?’ or ‘What will we drink?’ or ‘What will we wear?’ 32For it is the
Gentiles who strive for all these things; and indeed your heavenly Father knows that you need all
these things. 33But strive first for the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will
be given to you as well.”
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Message
Pastor Kate Costa

Hymn of the Day
Now Thank We All Our God ELW 840



The Apostles’ Creed

Assisting Minister: Let us confess our faith using the words of the Apostles’ Creed.
| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he
will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.

Prayers of the Church

God whose giving knows no ending, you invite the whole world to your table of mercy. Hear us as we
pray for the church, the world, and everyone in need.

A brief silence.

God, you give all people a place at the table. Nurture and encourage campus ministries, new
congregations, and workplace chaplaincies. Support all parts of the church that meet people where
they are and offer accompaniment through daily challenges and joys. God, in your mercy, hear our
prayer.

You give nourishment to the birds of the air and the lilies of the fields. Sustain all creatures who rely
on the earth for sustenance. Water parched ground, dry flooded fields, temper heat waves and frosts,
and give sunlight and shade. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

God, you give wisdom to your people. Enlighten all leaders. Inspire and guide our president Joe Biden,
our governor, Ralph Northam, our mayor, Justin Wilson, and all who represent us in our government.
Give them patience and perspective to choose wisely for our common good. God, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

God, you give nourishment to those who hunger. Bring poverty and food insecurity to an end. Give
dignity and adequate employment to those who are unemployed and underemployed. Sustain us all at
your welcoming banquet of love and justice. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

God, you give community to those who are lonely. Be with our biological families, our chosen families,
and our church family as we gather for the Thanksgiving holiday. Send your compassionate presence
to those who are lonely, those who are separated or estranged from their families, and those whose
loved ones have died. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

God, you give a feast of endless thanksgiving. We are grateful for the saints gathered at your table
who have gone before us. Unite us with them whenever we give thanks to you. God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.



God, your welcome is wider than we can imagine. Receive our prayers for the sake of your beloved
Son, Jesus Christ, who gave himself for us. Amen.

Sharing of the Peace
L: The peace of Christ be with you always.
C: And also with you.
As we celebrate with joy this day, let us share a sign of peace with one another.

Receiving the Offering m] i ]
GSLC thanks you for your contribution to our good works and general operation. Donations — w=
can be made through online charitable giving, available by scanning the QR Code, or placing fl;!: - .:?ﬁ
your donation in the baskets at the beginning or end of service. E L:!EH

Offering Anthem

For the Fruit of All Creation arr. Ralph Vaughn Williams



Praise and Thanksgiving
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Offertory Prayer

Let us pray, Holy God, the earth is yours and everything in it, yet you have chosen to dwell among
your creatures. Come among us now in these gifts of bread and wine and strengthen us to be your
body for the world through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Thanksgiving for the Word

Let us pray.

Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you made all things: you spoke light into

darkness, called forth beauty from chaos, and brought life into being. For your Word of life, O God,
we give you thanks and praise.

By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your wonderful gifts: freedom from captivity,
water on the desert journey, a pathway home from exile, wisdom for life with you. For your Word of
life, O God, we give you thanks and praise.



Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and call us to witness: forgiveness through the
cross, life to those entombed by death, the way of your self-giving love. For your Word of life, O God,
we give you thanks and praise.

Send your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within us: renew our faith, increase our hope, and
deepen our love, for the sake of a world in need. Faithful to your Word, O God, draw near to all who
call on you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor
and glory forever. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer
Gathered into one by the power of the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth
as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.

Amen

Blessing

God, the beginning and the end, our source of all thanks and praise, *+ bless and keep you in grace and
peace from this time forth and forevermore.

Amen.
Sending Hymn
Let All Things Now Living ELW 881
Dismissal
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Postlude
Let All Things Now Living Christine Sullivan Robbins
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