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Shines with Grace Lutheran Church News

Give a smile, 
Get one back, 

Give a hug
And see the smile...

It’s Happening at Grace 
Lutheran!

pleasure of leading your 
worship (2 months on camera 
only – ugh) has refreshed 
me. You are a wonderful 
congregation! Thank you for 
accepting me with open arms, 
for putting up with my antics, 
for expressing your love 
to me, and for responding 
so enthusiastically to my 
sermons. I have been blessed! 

I’m sure you will be blessed 
by your next interim; and blessed again when Pastor 
Courtney is able to return. May our Lord bring 
healing to her body and mind as she undergoes 
more treatments. May your project, “One Space”, 
be a uniting force within the congregation.  It will 
surely improve your audio- visual abilities and your 
streaming capabilities. I will look for you on-line.

As you begin a new chapter in your lives, Anne 
and I will be celebrating (August 5) our 55th chapter 
(Anniversary) in the Berkshire 
Mountains of Massachusetts. Lap 
number 56 coming up for us.  

Thanks for allowing me “One More 
Lap”.

Your brother in Christ,
Pastor Marty

June, 2021
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Daybreak Dawnings:  Pastor Marty Says,
      “One More Lap”

“One more lap!” That’s 
what my high school and 
college track coaches used to 
say to me during practice to 
keep me in shape for our next 
track meet. Back in early May, 
when I realized that your 
next interim pastor may not 
be available until mid-July, 
I heard my “heavenly coach” 
say: “One more lap at Grace, 
Marty!”  So, one more month 
(June) it is! But June will be 
my absolute last month as your interim pastor, as I 
have other commitments in July and August.

In June I plan to ignore the prescribed lessons 
for each Sunday and do something different. On 
June 6 and 13, I will preach a two-part sermon on 
“Water Walking.”  The text for both sermons will 
be Matthew 14:22-33 – the story of Jesus coming to 
the disciples across the water in the midst of a storm 
and Peter getting out of the boat to walk on the water 
with the Lord. I will share eight (8) lessons – 4 each 
week -- that “water walkers” need to learn. On June 
20, I will share a sermon entitled, “Not Easy Being 
Me,” based on a Sesame Street character, Kermit the 
Frog. For decades Kermit has sung a song on Sesame 
Street, “It’s Not Easy Being Green.” This beautiful 
song expresses a truth found in scripture.  It is about 
self-esteem, about accepting yourself and seeing the 
beautiful person God created you to be.  On June 27, 
my Sunday off, you will have a seminarian as your 
supply pastor. He will also supply July 4 and 11.

Seven months (at this writing), but eight months 
by the time I’m finished as your interim, has been 
a delightful experience for me. Working as your 
interim during the pandemic has given me meaning 
and purpose when most pastors have been frustrated 
by the lock-down and the isolation they have felt 
throughout the COVID restrictions. The joy and 

one space update
We have officially contracted with Stage 

Masters and put down a deposit.  Due to 
supply chain delays, Work is expected to begin 
around September.  However, we need help 
beofre then to start taking out the chairs on the 
Charles St. side.  All the know-how is the ability 
to turn screws and carry out chairs. 



Our Anniversary Memory Book is 
continuing to fill our cabinet with 
events of the celebration of our 125 
years at Grace. We are still waiting 
for your memories of events that 
you have had over the years.  What 
are your favorite stories? The most 
remembered happenings?  The 
person you admired most?  We'd 
really like to know about your 
time at Grace, to include it in our 

history so future generations can enjoy your personal 
stories. Please contact Pat, Keith, or Janet to lend some 
memorabilia items for display in our cabinet.
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News

Pastoral Acts

Attention Graduates!
We want to celebrate your achievement!  Due to 

COVID-19 inhibiting celebrations from last year, 
we may not have celebrated last year’s graduates 

as well.  Therefore, all graduates of the end of 
2019, 2020 and 2021 should get in touch with Pat 

Mummert and Janet Murphy.  They are collecting 
photos and information about all of the grads.  If 
you are interested in your church family knowing 
of your success in education, please call them and 
let them know you would like to be mentioned.  
Everyone will be shown in the display case and 
in “The Beacon” during the month of July.  Pat’s 
number is 717-244-2176 and Janet can be reached 

at 717-244-3413.

At the May 16 congregational 
meeting, the members of  Grace Lutheran 
unanimously approved moving forward with Project 
One Space. A small team of folks will now begin 
working with Stage Masters to begin the process. The 
next steps include the initial payment, ordering of the 
equipment and scheduling the electrical work.

The highlights of the May council meeting include:

· A bid for the replacement freezer/fridge in 
  the kitchen was approved and was subsequently 
  ordered.
· Pastor Marty’s last day preaching will be June 
  20.
· PowerChurch will be migrated to the Cloud 
  based solution.
· The community yard sale, and plans for the next 
  food distribution were discussed. The next food
  distribution will include setting up the 
  basement with donated items for “customers.”
· Microsoft Office will be purchased for 
  the finance office computer, to improve our
  capabilities.
·Gods Work Our Hands Sunday will be 
 September 12, we hope to do something special 
 related to the food pantry this Sunday.
· Council will meet the new intern Pastor 
  candidate at the June meeting.

There were no official pastoral acts 
this month

May 22- Long-time congregation 
member and servant of Grace, 

George McCallum, has passed away. We are thankful 
for all of the years of dedicated service he gave to the 
church, and our thoughts and prayers are with his 
family.

church 
family 
news

What’s In the Display case?

Gift Cards Support the 
Church

We have Giant and Jerry’s Great 
Valu store cards available in 
denominations from $20 to $100.  
They are available Sundays in the 
back of the Spirit Cellar service or 
the Welcome Center between services.  Please make 
checks payable to Grace Lutheran Church.  This is an 
important fundraiser for the church and a win-win for 
everyone.  You get gift cards to do the shopping you do 
already and the church gets a commission.

Thank God for the gift of laughter
It’s a wonderful thing;

And for a brief, happy moment, 
There’s joy that it can bring.
It washed away all sadness, 

If only for a while – 
It does away with loneliness,

So we can find a smile.
It’s a gift quite nice from Heaven;

I’m sure God sends it, too;
So I think Him for all laughter,
Which soothes my soul anew!

           -Barbara A. Lott

The Gift of Laughter
erma’s inspirations

SUMMER CAMP scholarships 
available

Thanks to generous benefactors, the church has some 
matching money for those children who may want 
to attend our Lutheran Camps.  If you are interested 
in learning more about the scholarship fund, call the 
church office.  The 
Lutheran Camping 
Corporation is taking 
applications to the 
camps, Nawakwa and 
Kirchenwald, now and 
through the summer.



Seeds (Summer Eco-
Education Days) - June 5 at 
9:00 – 10:30 a.m. at the Whittel 
Farm:  Join Pastor Matt and 
Cherie Lenahan for a morning 
of education, with special 
guests, to learn about the 
farming practices at The Wittel 

Farm and how they support a healthier ecosystem, 
climate, and community.  

All Saints Confirmation Camp – June 13-18 at 
Nawakwa:  The All Saints Confirmation Camp, 
is a partnership of 20+ synod congregations, held 
in June, many from the Gettysburg, Hanover and 
Chambersburg Conferences. Pastors and youth leaders 
from the various member congregations comprise the 
staff who lead small group teachings and conversations 
on a variety of topics related to Confirmation faith 
formation.

Campfire Worship – June 13 at 8-9:00 p.m.:  Come to 
the farm for summer Campfire worship nights. Songs, 
stories, s’mores.

Harrisburg Area Confirm
ation Camp – June 20-26 at Nawaka:  The Harrisburg 

Area Confirmation Camp, serves approximately 30+ 
congregations that attend from various conferences, 
across our synod. Between 250-300 youth and their 
congregational advisors gather each year for one week 
in June, to explore the ways God is calling them into a 
life of discipleship in the world.

Pastors and congregational youth workers and 
volunteers comprise the event staff, and serve 
alongside college-aged students who assist as small 
group discussion leaders alongside adult staff, and as 
cabin counselors. Youth in grades 7-12, can participate.
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VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
Even though we have been staying home from 

church, the activities that occur in June continue and 
are in need of volunteers.  

On June 6, as part of our food distribution, we 
will be doing “sanctuary set-up” in the social room 
immediately following Spirit Cellar.  It is our hope 
that moving to the social room will make the activity 
easier and safer for volunteers and clients alike.  We 
will not have to move all of the tables and donations 
upstairs using the elevator which will move things 
more quickly.  If you attend the traditional service, you 
can come down after the service to see if there is any 
work remaining that you can pitch in to help. We even 
have a sanitation “fogger” that will be used to sanitize 
the area before and after the distribution. 

Then on June 7, we will need volunteers to help with 
the actual “shopping” done by the clients.  They will 
enter through the garden door keeping the lobby and 
sanctuary visitor-free.  If you can come to help, we 
begin at 8:30am and finish at 1:00 pm.  Even an hour 
of your help will make a big difference.  Even if you 
have never participated in this out-reach ministry, you 
are more than welcome to come and be blessed by the 
feeling of gratitude expressed by our clients and even 
other volunteers.

The Red Lion borough has approved the community 
yard sale for June 18 and 19.  Therefore, we will once 
again be selling spaces on the church lawn for vendors.  
Unfortunately, we will not be selling our famous hot 
dogs and hamburgers because of Covid but will offer 
pre-packaged sandwiches, chips, drinks and snacks 
for the shoppers.  There are two opportunities for 
volunteering with this activity.  If you want to help 
make the pre-packaged sandwiches on Thursday, June 
17 please contact Barb Taute at 717-244-4279.  If you 
can give some time on the Friday or Saturday to help 
sell the food at the yard sale, please contact Barb Taute 
at 717-244-4279. We recognize that many people are 
still concerned about Covid, but we pledge to make the 
situation as safe as possible for everyone concerned.  
The monies raised by this project help to underwrite 
many other projects here at church.  Projects include 
new metal and safe ladders we have purchased, 
tables for the social room, chairs for the social room, 
a copier for the treasurer’s office, the New Year’s Eve 
celebration, mulch for the yard, repairs to the church 
lawn, and many others. Please search your heart and 
find time to help us with these volunteer opportunities 
here at Grace.

Lutheran Camping 

We welcome all submissions to the newsletter.  The 
newsletter is a great place to ask for help, publicize an 
event you are planning in the church, tell people about 
something you or your family are doing, thank members, 
celebrate a victory. The possibilities are endless!  The vision 
for the newsletter is to communicate between members in a 
clear and interesting format.  If you would like to submit to 
the newsletter or help in any way, here is what you can do:

*If you are comfortable with computers, you may email 
Chris Jacobs at:  kndsis1@yahoo.com.  Please make sure 
your document is either a .doc or .pdf file.  If you are 
including digital artwork, make sure it is at least 300KB 
in size.

*If you prefer paper, just drop off your submission in 
the mailbox marked ‘newsletter’ outside the office door.  
The mailboxes are located on a table across the hall.

Please keep in mind that the deadline for submission is the 20th 
of each month for the following month’s newsletter.  If you have 
pictures or graphics that complement your submission, include 
them along with directions or suggestions on their use. Please 
include your contact information in every submission so the 
editor can get in touch to clarify or fact-check.  If you are interested 
in a monthly submission or article, we welcome that as well.

How to submit to the 
Newsletter

The Mission and Discipleship committee has 
restocked their homemade meals for shut-ins, and 
those who are struggling 
with illness.  We have chicken 
casserole, mac-n-cheese and 
vegetable soup in single 
portion sizes.  Call the church 
office, Carole Wagner or Ellen 
Warntz to arrange pick up.

Free Meals are Offered
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Wedding Anniversaries

June Celebrations

Each month, The Beacon reports who is 
sponsoring the flowers in the Sanctuary.

June’s flowers:

July’s flowers:

The Beacon is brought to you by:

Chris Jacobs, Editor/Staff Writer
Jennifer Rudolf, Layout/Staff Writer 

Ottilie Grim, Copy Proofreader
Richard Rhine, Proofreader

Dee Kerr, Proofreader

06- In memory of Bernice Jacobs by the 
   Jacobs family AND In memory of Dawn
   by Wanda and Diana
13- In memory of Bernice Jacobs by the 
   family
20- In memory of Sallie & Ammon Kinard 
   by Erma Grim
27- To the glory of God by Pastor Courtney 
   Erzkus

02-Marley Becker
03-Samuel Laucks II
03-Akyla Osterhaus
04-Dennis Walters
05-Randy Arnold
05-Jeremy Pressel
06-Chad Coeyman
06-Joseph Laucks
08-Tristan Mummert
08-Cara Warntz
09- Riley Bowles
10-Molly Crawford
10-Suzane Yendall

13-Helen Laughman
14-Malissa Smith
16-Jenah Lee Dellinger-Eaton
16-Freeland Shaffer
17-Sandra Fishel
17 Barbara Krout
19-Priscilla Turek
21-Will Bennett
22-Aaliyah Ricci	
25-Dustin Bucher
27-Heather Manahan
28-Jackie Fales
30-Leif Ericson

15-Marley & Janet Becker
15-Amy & Brook Shoffner

21-Jack & Doris Jones
21-Joe & Priscilla Turek

24-Rae & Jeanne Williams
28-Courtney & Benjamin Erzkus

28-Steven & Ellyn Gross
29-Allen & Judy Dellinger

30-Brian & Bobbi Jo Shaffer

04- In memory of Mr & Mrs Preston Smith,
      & Elden L Sprenkle by Andrea Sprenkle
11- In memory of Clark Jacobs by the 
      Family
18- In memory of Mr & Mrs Anthony 
      Slavinski Sr, Mr & Mrs John Schubauer, 
      & Tony Slavinski by Barb
25- In memory of Mr & Mrs Spurgeon 
      Coeyman by Mr & Mrs Coeyman & 
      family

The Book Club is now 
reading The Curious 
Charms of Arthur Pepper by 
Phaedra Patrick. This book 
is “eccentric, charming, and 
wise. The Curious Charms 
of Arthur Pepper is about 
finding courage, generosity, 

and compassion, even when all seems lost. With clear-
eyed prose and a moving story, Patrick reminds us 
how selfless people can be and reminds us to be brave”. 
Goodreads.com presents the following summary:

Sixty-nine-year-old Arthur Pepper lives a simple life. 
He gets out of bed at precisely 7:30 a.m., just as he did 
when his wife, Miriam, was alive. He dresses in the 
same gray slacks and mustard sweater vest, waters his 
fern, Frederica, and heads out to his garden. But on 
the one-year anniversary of Miriam's death, something 
changes. Sorting through Miriam's possessions, Arthur 
finds an exquisite gold charm bracelet he's never seen 
before. What follows is a surprising and unforgettable 
odyssey that takes Arthur from London to Paris and as 
far as India in an epic quest to find out the truth about 
his wife's secret life before they met--a journey that 
leads him to find hope, healing and self-discovery in 
the most unexpected places. Featuring an unforgettable 
cast of characters with big hearts and irresistible flaws, 
The Curious Charms of Arthur Pepper is a curiously 
charming debut and a joyous celebration of life's 
infinite possibilities.

Anyone can join the book club 
and we have a relationship with 
the York Public Library to borrow 
the books.  See Geri Jacobs or 
Jennifer Rudolf for more details 
if you are interested in joining.  
Book Club meets in the Welcome 
Center every third Thursday of 
the month at 6:30 p.m.

Book Club
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