
MULBERRY STREET
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Sharing the heart of God from the heart of downtown 
Macon by fostering healing for the broken places of life.

The Church at Worship

SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
May 12, 2024 | Eleven O’clock



Welcome to Mulberry Street UMC!
WELCOME TO THIS SERVICE OF WORSHIP!

We are a church on a mission to share the heart of God from the heart of 
downtown Macon by fostering healing for the broken places of life. Methodists 

have been worshipping Father, Son, & Holy Spirit on this corner since 1826.  
You are invited to become a living part of this vital congregation.  
Check out the back of the bulletin to see the news of the church!

CONNECT WITH US

ACCESSIBILITY

GIVING
Please fill out a Connection Card found in 
the back of the pew if you are visiting with 

us, would like to sign up for upcoming 
events, have a prayer request, or need to 

update your contact information. 
If you are visiting with us for the first time, 

please find an usher to receive  
a welcome gift!

We invite you to visit us at 
mulberrymethodist.org.  

Stay updated on the Mulberry community 
by subscribing to our weekly newsletter!   

Visit bit.ly/mul-news to sign up.

Our 11:00 a.m. worship service is 
livestreamed on Facebook. You can 

download the Sunday bulletin at  
mulberrymethodist.org/worship/

bulletins. 

Hearing Assistive devices are available 
and can be found in the narthex by the 
usher station. Please ask an usher for 

assistance locating them.

The flowers in the sanctuary are given to the glory of God by Martha and Jimbo Berg 
in loving memory of their grandchild James “Bo” Anderson Berg IV,  
and their parents Anne & James Berg and Mary & Tom Williams.

The artwork on the cover is “Entrusted Talents” by Paulamaria Walter.  
http://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=57515

You can make your offering to God by 
visiting mulberrymethodist.org/give 
or by scanning the QR code, which will 

take you directly to our church’s secure 
giving website.

*Please rise in body and/or in spirit. Bold Type indicates congregational participation



Welcome & News of the Church Rev. Payton Stone

Opening Voluntary  Avery Morris, flute

Entrance & Praise

* Opening Hymn No. 140 FAITHFULNESSGreat Is Thy Faithfulness

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth;
And in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
dead, and buried; the third day he rose from the dead; he ascended into 
heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from 
thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen.

* Affirmation of Faith Rev. StoneThe Apostle’s Creed

Greeting & Call to Worship Barrett Moody
One: The Lord be with you. 
All:   And also with you. 

Happy are those who follow the ways of the Lord.  
God’s ways are just and merciful.  
Those who follow God’s ways are continually nourished in faith.  
In all that they do, they prosper.  
Come, let us open our hearts to God’s compassionate love.  
Let us celebrate God’s mercy and justice. Amen.  
- written by Nancy C. Townley, and posted on the Ministry Matters website.

* Gloria Patri GREATOREX

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be; 

world without end. Amen.



Children’s Moment Callie Evans
Children 3rd grade and under are invited to leave for Children’s Church at this time. 

Children may be picked up through the Nursery entrance after the service.

Introduction of Graduates Elisa Reece

Presentation of Awards & Honors Rev. Stone & Bill Fickling

Recognition of Senior Acolytes Julia Magda

Senior Reflection Ella Magda

Proclamation & Response

Recognition of Seniors

The Lord bless you and keep you, 
The Lord make his face to shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 
The Lord lift up the light of his countenance upon you, and give you peace. 
Amen. 
- Numbers 6:24-26

Anthem The Lord Bless You and Keep You John Rutter

Congregational Prayer for Graduates Rev. Stone
God of our beginnings, we thank you for the excitement, the wonder, 
curiosity, and energy of these, our graduates.  
Their contributions have blessed and challenged us, and we are a richer 
and more diverse community because of them.

As they take their next steps into a waiting world accompany them with the 
full knowledge of your divine presence. 
Strengthen their resolve to follow Jesus. Give faith to guide them, hope to 
sustain them, and love to enrich them.

Be for them the way of life. Save them from the pitfalls of darkness. Call 
them to lead church and society in paths of righteousness. 
In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen.



Elisa ReeceScripture Reading Matthew 25:14-30 (Pew Bible pg 807)
14 “For it is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves and 
entrusted his property to them; 15 to one he gave five talents, to another two, 
to another one, to each according to his ability. Then he went away. At once 16 

the one who had received the five talents went off and traded with them and 
made five more talents. 17 In the same way, the one who had the two talents 
made two more talents. 18 But the one who had received the one talent went 
off and dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s money. 19 After a long 
time the master of those slaves came and settled accounts with them. 20 

Then the one who had received the five talents came forward, bringing five 
more talents, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me five talents; see, I have 
made five more talents.’ 21 His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and 
trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things; I will put you 
in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.’ 22 And the one 
with the two talents also came forward, saying, ‘Master, you handed over 
to me two talents; see, I have made two more talents.’ 23 His master said to 
him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a 
few things; I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your 
master.’ 24 Then the one who had received the one talent also came forward, 
saying, ‘Master, I knew that you were a harsh man, reaping where you did 
not sow and gathering where you did not scatter, 25 so I was afraid, and I 
went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have what is yours.’ 26 But 
his master replied, ‘You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did you, that I reap 
where I did not sow and gather where I did not scatter? 27 Then you ought to 
have invested my money with the bankers, and on my return I would have 
received what was my own with interest. 28 So take the talent from him, 
and give it to the one with the ten talents. 29 For to all those who have, more 
will be given, and they will have an abundance, but from those who have 
nothing, even what they have will be taken away. 30 As for this worthless 
slave, throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth.’

This is the word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

Emerson TolesMorning Prayer

Homily Elisa Reece 



Offertory  Walter Moody, soloist

Make your offering to God online by visiting mulberrymethodist.org/give or in the 
offering plate.

Offering of our Tithes & Gifts

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

* Closing Hymn ARD HYD Y NOSGo, My Children, With My Blessing
(Please see insert)

Sending Forth

* Doxology OLD 100TH

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
praise him, all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heavenly host; 

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Closing Voluntary Experience 
Ludovico Einaudi

Kate Hatcher, piano

* Benediction & Sending Forth Rev. Stone

May the Lord bless you and keep you;
May the Lord make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to you;
May the Lord lift up his countenances upon you and give you peace.



News of the Church

Keep up with us online!

Stay updated on the Mulberry community by subscribing 
to our weekly newsletter!  
To sign up, visit bit.ly/mul-news or scan the QR code.

You can find us on Facebook, Instagram, and YouTube at @MulberryMethodist

Visit our website at mulberrymethodist.org for our calendar,  
service recordings, newsletter archives, and more!

Mulberry Book Club | May 19 | 10:00 am | Parlor
Join us on Sunday, May 19 at 10:00 AM in the Parlor as we discuss the beloved 
classic The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe by C.S. Lewis. All ages welcome! If you 
haven’t read the book by our next meeting on May 19, it’s completely okay! Please 
come for the discussion and fellowship. 

District Rise Against Hunger Project | May 19 | 5:00 pm | Trinity UMC
The District Conference will be hosting a Rise Against Hunger Meal Packing 
mission project on Sunday, May 19. They need all hands on deck to make this 
a successful project! All ages are invited to come help. Sign up at events.
riseagainsthunger.org/SCDofUMC0524 or let the church office know.

Coffee with Pastor Payton | May 14 | 1-3 pm | Taste & See
Payton will be holding drop-in hours at Taste & See Coffee Shop this Tuesday. 
Come with your questions, concerns, or anything else you’d like to discuss! This 
is an opportunity for open conversation.

Macon Outreach - Join the 37¢ Club
For Mother’s Day, Macon Outreach is encouraging people to join the 37-cent 
club and donate to their mission in honor of, or in memory of, your mother or a 
woman who has positively influenced your life. You can make a check payable to 
Macon Outreach at Mulberry or donate online at maconoutreach.com. For more 
information, pick up a letter in the narthex.



719 Mulberry Street
478.745.8601 | mulberrymethodist.org

Office Hours M-Th 8:30am - 5pm

About Our Worship

Worship begins with God. When we 
gather for worship, God meets us and 
speaks to us, and we listen to God and 
respond. At Mulberry, our order of worship 
(liturgy) is divided into four movements.

In our “Entrance and Praise,” we come 
together in response to God’s invitation 
and prepare ourselves to hear God’s Word.

In our “Proclamation and Response” 
we are addressed by God through 
Scripture and our musical anthem; in this 
movement, we listen to readings from 
the Bible as well as a sermon, wherein 
God’s word is interpreted for the gathered 
community. 

Once a month, we participate in 
“Thanksgiving and Communion.” In 
this movement, we come to the Table to 
celebrate what God has done in Christ 
through the power of the Holy Spirit, and 
we’re nourished by the special outpouring 
of grace offered in this sacred act. 

The fourth and final movement is the 
“Sending Forth,” where we are blessed and 
sent into the world to share the heart of 
God with a world in need.

THE AINSWORTH CHOIR

REV. PAYTON STONE
Associate Pastor

ELISA REECE
Director of Family Ministries

DR. TERRE JOHNSON
Director of Music

ZACHARY GOLDEN
Organist

MILLIE THOMPSON
Director of Communications

STEBIN HORNE
Crucifer

REYNOLDS HEFNER & SANFORD HORNE
Candle Lighters

WILSON BROWN, RHO BRIDGES,  
ZANE HARLEY & HENRY MCCLURE
Ushers

MARY CAROLINE BUSHWAY &  
PIPER BUSHWAY
Greeters

Eastertide

The Easter Season begins on Easter 
Day and ends on Pentecost. Focusing on 
Christ’s resurrection and ascension and 
the sending of the Holy Spirit, Eastertide 
is a joyous and celebrative season of the 
Christian year. We celebrate the good news 
that in Christ’s death and resurrection we 
are continually being made new by God’s 
love and saving grace.



Celebrating Our Graduating Seniors

Mary Caroline Bushway
Parents: Gregory & Angie Bushway
High School: Tattnall Square Academy
College Attending: Wesleyan College 
Field of Study: Pediatric Nursing

Charles Jethro Bridges, IV
Parents: Charles & Meredith Bridges
High School: Stratford Academy
College Attending: Ogeechee Technical College

Wilson Arthur Brown
Parents: Chris & Leslie Brown
High School: Mount de Sales Academy
College Attending: Utah State University 
Field of Study: Forest Ecology & Management

Kathryn Piper Bushway
Parents: Gregory & Angie Bushway
High School: Stratford Academy
College Attending: University of Kentucky 

Congratulations to these 14 young men and women whose hard work, 
dedication and faith have brought them to this incredible milestone. 

Seniors, as you move into this next chapter of your lives, we pray that you 
continue to seek God’s voice and walk confidently in your faith.  

From your Mulberry family, we are so proud of you!



Callie Winslow Evans
Parents: Heather & Rob Evans
High School: Stratford Academy
College Attending: Georgia Southern University 
Field of Study: Business

Ella Anneliese Magda
Parents: Martin & Julia Magda
High School: Mary Persons High School
College Attending: University of Georgia 
Field of Study: Journalism

Katherine Elisabeth Hatcher
Parents: Kerri Hatcher Fickling & William Fickling
High School: Stratford Academy
College Attending: University of Edinburgh, Scotland 
Field of Study: Biochemistry & Earth Sciences

Zane Baron Harley
Parents: Scott & Dina Harley
High School: Stratford Academy
College Attending: University of Georgia 
Field of Study: Biology - Premed

Henry Edison McClure
Parents: Darin & Keena McClure
High School: First Presbyterian Day School
College Attending: Washington and Lee University 
Field of Study: Classics/Art History/Studio Art 



Barrett Thomas Moody
Parents: Walter Moody & Allyson Moody
High School: Academy for Classical Education
College Attending: Georgia Tech

Avery Claire Morris
Parents: Shannon & David Morris
High School: Mary Persons High School
College Attending: University of Georgia 
Field of Study: Biomedical Physiology

Walter Glenn Moody
Parents: Walter Moody & Allyson Moody
High School: Academy for Classical Education
College Attending: University of Georgia

Campbell Anne Sellers
Parents: Rader & Kate Sellers
High School: Stratford Academy
College Attending: University of Mississippi

Emerson Carolina Toles
Parents: Katherine Holtzclaw & Brett Toles
High School: Stratford Academy
College Attending: University of Kentucky  
Field of Study: Equine Science & Management
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