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From the Pastor’s Desk: A Month of Gratitude Begins with 
	 All Saints’ Day

“See what love the Father has given 
us, that we should be called children of 
God; and that is what we are.” 

 (1John 3:1)

The month of November is filled 
with special festival days for the 
church – All Saints Sunday (Nov. 
6), Christ the King Sunday (Nov. 
20), Thanksgiving (Nov. 24), and 
the first Sunday in Advent (Nov. 27)  
Thanksgiving and Advent are normally our main focus.  Not 
much attention is given to All Saints Sunday, so I thought I’d 
take this opportunity to lift up the meaning of that day.  

I was fortunate to have spent some time in Germany.  
During my stay, I observed how they celebrated All Saints 
Sunday.  On the Eve of All Saints, all the members of the 
church brought flowers, votive candles, and lanterns to 
a worship service.  Concluding the service there was a 
parade from the church to the cemetery with the lanterns 
illuminating our path.  When we arrived, the members 
placed their flowers and votive candles upon the graves of 
their loved ones.   It was reverent and beautiful to see these 
people honoring their departed loved ones.  The cemetery 
was aglow with light and love.  The candle light signified 
the light of Christ which had shined through these faithfully 
departed souls.  In remembering the dead, the congregation 
was reminded that their loved ones were part of the 
communion of saints.

By definition a Saint is one who has been set apart by 
God for God’s purposes.  In 1 John 3:1, we are reminded 
that God, out of divine love, set us apart to be His children.  
On All Saints Sunday, we are reminded that the church is a 
communion not only of the living but of the dead as well.  
All Saints Sunday is the day we celebrate that even death 
cannot divide us from the body of Christ.  

Therefore, it has become our tradition to commemorate 
those who have died, remembering them not for themselves 
and in themselves, but because of what God has done 
through them.  Philip Pfatteicher, (New Book of Festivals 
and Commemorations: A Proposed Common Calendar of 
Saints, Minneapolis, Fortress Press, 2008, p. 533.) writes: 
“When the church praises the saints, it praises God himself, 
who has triumphed through them.  Those who are still in 
the church on earth are supported and encouraged by the 
fellowship of a throng of witnesses, who fought their way 
with effort and pain, and who now in the company of the 
redeemed are watching and supporting the church on earth 
in its present struggle.”

On November 6 we will commemorate those from our 
congregation who have died within the last year.  (Glenn 
“Ed” Hartman, Jr., Marley “Butch” Becker, Doris E. Douglas, 
Freeland E. Shaffer)  Just like our German contemporaries, 

we will light a candle for each of 
them, signifying God’s light which 
had shined through that person 
while they walked the earth.  

All Saints Sunday also serves a 
second purpose.  It seeks to support 
and comfort those who are grieving.  
In remembering the dead, we lift 
up those who grieve to know that 
nothing can separate us from the 

love of God nor separate us from the body of Christ.  In 
celebrating the Lord’s Supper, God seeks to comfort us.  As 
Lutherans, we believe that at the Lord’s Table we dine with 
the saints both the living and the dead.  When you receive 
the Lord’s body and blood, your deceased loved ones are 
feasting too.  We can feel comfort in knowing they are there 
with us, as Pfatteicher says, “watching and supporting 
us, the church on earth.”  It is for this reason that I have 
encouraged families to include communion at their funeral 
services, finding comfort in the fact that their deceased loved 
one is at the table with them.  

As a community of faith, All Saints Sunday is an important 
day for us to celebrate.  In that day, we remember that God 
choses us, sets us aside, and makes us His children.  In this 
day, we recall that nothing can separate us from the love of 
God not even death.  In this day, we are comforted by God’s 
grace through Christ at the table, where all God’s family is 
invited to dine.  In this day, we are reminded that God’s 
light does continue to shine in the world through us and 
through our deceased loved ones.  In this day, we are to bear 
God’s light to one another, comforting each other through 
grief, pain, and daily struggles.  

May you see the light of Christ shining brightly this All Saints 
Sunday.  	

Your Sister in Christ, Pastor Debbie
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The annual Grace 
Congregational Meeting 
will be on November 13, 
at 10:00 a.m. between 
church services. All voting 
members are encouraged 
to attend.  We will review 
the proposed constitution 

updates, the Council's recommended 2023 budget, and 
new members nominated to serve on Grace's Church 
Council for the next term.  A voting member is as 
follows:  a confirmed member that “during the current 
or preceding calendar year, shall have communed in 
this congregation and shall have made a contribution 
of record to this congregation.”

Copies of the Grace Lutheran Church 2023 Budget 
have been made available for pick-up in the Welcome 
Center.  If you have any questions or concerns about the 
budget, the Council is requesting that you either send 
them by email to Scott Hildebrand at shildebrand0@
gmail.com or write them down and place them in 
his church mailbox (Council President) on or before 
Wednesday, November 9.  This will allow the Council 
and the Finance Committees time to adequately 
prepare answers to your questions and present the 
questions and answers at the Congregational Meeting.

News

COMMUNITY THANKSGIVING 
INVITE

There will be a 
combined Community 
Thanksgiving Service. All 
are welcome.  The “City 
on a Hill” multi-church 
Thanksgiving service will 
be held Thanksgiving 
Eve, November 23,  at 7:00 

p.m. You are invited to come to this year’s ecumenical 
worship event, which is meeting at Pleasant View 
Church, 10384 Winterstown Road in Red Lion.

	 ANNUAL 
CONGREGATIONalMEETING

The Council meeting was held on October 13 at 6:30 
p.m. at Grace Lutheran Church.

Pastor Debbie opened with a prayer!
The council reviewed Oktoberfest plans and we 

had a good turnout on Sunday the 23rd of October at 
Noonish.

The Pastor’s report included the pet blessing (both in 
person and virtual) and visitations.

Constitutional changes were reviewed, discussed 
and approved. Confirmed members with a record 
of a financial contribution during the last two years 
will be eligible to vote on these changes at our 
congregational meeting on November 13 at 10:00 a.m. 
Three new council members will be elected during 
our congregational meeting. The 2023 budget from the 
Finance Committee was approved and will be voted 
on during our congregational meeting.

Mission and Discipleship report included a mention 
of meal production for shut-ins.

Mug Club is up and running and very well attended 
by a large and diverse group.

The ‘125th Grace Anniversary Celebration’ will be 
held at the Great American Saloon on May 21, 2023. 
This event was delayed by the pandemic and will 
occur in our 128th year.

The girl scouts are regularly using our basement. 
Our congregation has plans to use the basement for 
Oktoberfest (10/23) and the kitchen for Halloween 
(10/31).

The lot by the old building will have some regrading 
done to improve the lawn.

The next council meeting will be on November 10, at 
6:30 p.m. in the church’s office.

Parish Education Sets Classes 
for Advent

Our Parish 
Education Committee 
has been busy 
planning learning 
opportunities for us 
in the Advent season.  
Our Advent plan for 
Christian education is learning the Bible connection 
and background of some Christmas song favorites.  
This study is during the Sunday School hour between 
services every week during Advent.  This is the 
schedule for the Advent study:

11/27 "O Little Town of Bethlehem" -Ellen Warntz
12/4 "First Noel" -Sharon Hont
12/11 "Silent Night" -Pastor Debbie
12/18 " What Child is This" -Barb Taute Pastoral Acts

October 23, Freeland Shaffer entered the 
Church Triumphant.  The family held 
a private graveside service, with Pastor 
Debbie officiating.  Please keep Marci and 
Scott in your prayers as they grieve the 
death of their father.   Peace and comfort 
to them and to all who mourn Freeland’s 
passing.

October 2, Pastor Debbie held a service for the  blessing 
of the pets

Pastor Debbie made six visits last month.
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erma’s inspirations

Recipe Corner
     This month’s submission 

comes from the kitchen of 
Geri Jacobs.  (The editor and 
publisher of The Beacon have 
taste tested this recipe and 
give it four enthusiastic thumbs up!)

Ingredients:  2 cups graham cracker crumbs, 6 Tbsp 
melted butter, 1 cup sugar, 4 -8oz pkgs of cream cheese, 
1 pkg (4 servings size) peach flavored jello, 2 peaches 
chopped, 8oz whipped cream (8oz after mixed)

      1.	Mix graham cracker crumbs, butter and ¼ cup
          sugar and press in a 13 x 19 pan:  refrigerate.
      2.	Beat cream cheese, ¾ cup sugar in a bowl.
      3.	Add dry gelatin to the bowl ingredients and 
          mix well.
      4.	Stir in peaches and whip cream, and pour into 
          the pan.
      5.	Refrigerate for 4 hours and serve.

We are looking to continue this column, but we have 
not had many cooks willing to share their kitchen 
gems.  If you would like this column to continue, please 
consider sending in a recipe to share.  We accept them 
on paper in the newsletter mailbox outside the church 
office, via email through the submission guidelines on 
page 4, or even take a photo of your recipe and text it 
to 717-373-3012.

Oktoberfest photos

Food Pantry/Yard Sale 
Donations

Our next distribution, will be December 12 and we 
are in need of toys for children since this is the time that 
many of our clients “shop” for their grandchildren.  If 
you have any good but unused items, please consider 
donating them.  We have been blessed with abundant 
clothing donations but we still need baby boy and 
teen boy items; casual shirts for men, size 1X to 4X; 
winter boots and coats for all ages.  Seriously needed 
are towels and wash cloths which are in short supply. 
Don’t think that we won’t want your donations just 
because we have much, we anticipate a greater need 
as the winter arrives, so keep us on your donation list. 
Because of our Oktoberfest celebration on the 23rd of 
October, we have had to re-pack all of our donations 
and place them in the store room.  As you bring your 
donations, you can put them outside the elevator or 
take them downstairs and place them on the ramp.  
If you could please label your bags, it will speed the 
process of getting ready for the 12th. There is no way 

that this mission would be 
possible without your 
help of donations, your 
help of your time, or your 
help with the monetary 
gifts you offer.  Please 
keep this ministry in your 
prayers.  Thanks for all 
you do.

If you are not aware, the Red 
Lion Borough is not hosting First 
Night for New Year’s Eve this 
year due to insufficient funds 
and volunteers.  Grace Lutheran, 
however, will continue with our 
usual festivities beginning at 5:00 
p.m. and ending at 8:00 p.m. on the 31st of December.  
We will still have hat decorating and crafts, we will still 
have food, we will still have fellowship.  In addition, 
we will be adding face painting from 6-7:00 p.m.  Since 
the borough is not underwriting entertainment, there 
will probably be no entertainment in the sanctuary but 
we are still looking into it since our resources are also 
limited.  If you know anyone who would be willing 
to provide entertainment free of cost, please contact 
Ellen or Jack.  Volunteers are always needed but we 
will probably have a sign-up poster available later in 
the year.  Attendance is not required but it is certainly 
wonderfully up-lifting.  See you there.

New Years Eve Celebration

Want to Receive The Beacon
Electronically?

It’s Easy!
Just email your address to the publisher:  

swimmerjenusa@yahoo.com.
We’ll take care of the rest.

Today I will:

1.	 Count my blessings.
2.	 Choose joy.
3.	 See the good in others.
4.	 Share kindness
5.	 Help someone in need.
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Book Club

We welcome all submissions to the newsletter.  The 
newsletter is a great place to ask for help, publicize 
an event you are planning in the church, tell people 
about something you or your family are doing, 
thank members, celebrate a victory. The possibilities 
are endless!  The vision for the newsletter is to 
communicate between members in a clear and 
interesting format.  If you would like to submit to the 
newsletter or help in any way, here is what you can do:

*If you are comfortable with computers, you 
may email Chris Jacobs at:  kndsis1@yahoo.com.  
Please make sure your document is either a .doc 
or .pdf file.  If you are including digital artwork, 
make sure it is at least 300KB in size.

*If you prefer paper, just drop off your 
submission in the mailbox marked ‘newsletter’ 
outside the office door.  The mailboxes are 
located on a table across the hall.

Please keep in mind that the deadline for submission 
is the 20th of each month for the following month’s 
newsletter.  If you have pictures or graphics that 
complement your submission, include them 
along with directions or suggestions on their use. 
Please include your contact information in every 
submission so the editor can get in touch to clarify 
or fact-check.  If you are interested in a monthly 
submission or article, we welcome that as well.

How to submit to 
the Newsletter

Our book for November is The 
Extraordinary Life of Sam Hell 
by Robert Dugoni.  Goodreads.
com has this to say about the 
book:

Sam Hill always saw the 
world through different eyes. Born with red pupils, 
he was called “Devil Boy” or Sam “Hell” by his 
classmates; “God’s will” is what his mother called his 
ocular albinism. Her words were of little comfort, but 
Sam persevered, buoyed by his mother’s devout faith, 
his father’s practical wisdom, and his two other misfit 
friends.

Sam believed it was God who sent Ernie Cantwell, 
the only African American kid in his class, to be the 
friend he so desperately needed. And that it was God’s 
idea for Mickie Kennedy to storm into Our Lady of 
Mercy like a tornado, uprooting every rule Sam had 
been taught about boys and girls.

Forty years later, Sam, a small-town eye doctor, is 
no longer certain anything was by design—especially 
not the tragedy that caused him to turn his back on 
his friends, his hometown, and the life he’d always 
known. Running from the pain, eyes closed, served 
little purpose. Now, as he looks back on his life, Sam 
embarks on a journey that will take him halfway around 
the world. This time, his eyes are wide open—bringing 
into clear view what changed him, 
defined him, and made him so 
afraid, until he can finally see what 
truly matters. 

We meet on the third Thursday 
of the month at 6:30 p.m. to discuss 
the book (November 17).  We have 
a wonderful relationship with the 
York County Library System, so 
we are able to borrow the books we 
read without cost.  If you would 
like a copy of the book to borrow, 
see Geri Jacobs or Jennifer Rudolf. 

Nativity fundraiser
If you have been around the church lately, you may 

have seen that the figures for our lawn nativity have 
arrived!  They are absolutely beautiful and will really 
create the spirit of Jesus’s birth for the community.  We 
are paying for the set by donation.  There is a Thirty-
One bag and tote fundraiser going on now.  A display 
and instructions are in the Welcome Center.  You can 
also donate a direct contribution if you prefer.  

Ring-necked  Pheasant
Many farms in York County in the 

nineteen sixties would raise Ring-
necked pheasants for the Pennsylvania 
Game Commission.  They would be 
released for hunting seasons.  These 
popular game birds feed on grain and 
insects and would often lay a clutch 
of eggs numbering 5 to 12.  The male 
shown in this display is much more 
colorful than the female which has very 

little color.  Hatchlings are born, covered in down and 
immediately follow the female until grown. 

Contemporary farming practices have depleted most 
of the prime pheasant habitat in the U.S. by replacing 
small diversified farms with large monocultures, 
eliminating edge habitats; draining wetlands, 
overgrazing, spraying weeds and applying chemical 
fertilizers.

In York County, 
you can still see 
these beautiful birds 
around Amish farms 
and less populated 
areas where fence 
rows and hayfields 
provide protection 
for nesting.

What’s in the display case?



Our Camps are always 
offering something for 
everyone.  If you would 
like more information on 
what is listed below or to 
look ahead, visit https://
www.lutherancamping.org/
upcoming-events/ or call 717-
677-8211.  You can also drop 

an email at:  lcc@lutherancamping.org.  Here is what 
is happening in the month of November at our Central 
Pennsylvania Camps:

Annual Quilt Auction – November 6 from 2-6:00 
p.m.   Join us for this year’s Quilt Auction, November 
6, at Nawakwa. This fun-filled day of bidding raises 
money for the LCC Endowment Fund, which helps to 
financially sustain our fine ministry activities.

Women’s Craft Retreat – November 11-13 at 
Nawakwa.  Try new techniques, share your latest 
creations, work on UFO’s, and enjoy the relaxed 
atmosphere of camp in the fall. Worship led by Rev. 
Cindy Brommer. All meals provided. Please register 
by November 1.  This retreat is offered at other times 
as well.
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Wedding Anniversaries

November Celebrations

Each month, The Beacon reports who is 
sponsoring the flowers in the Sanctuary.
November’s flowers:

Dcember’s flowers:

The Beacon is brought to you by:

Chris Jacobs, Editor/Staff Writer
Jennifer Rudolf, Layout/Staff Writer 

Ellen Warntz, Proofreader
Dee Kerr, Proofreader

05- Maggie & Thomas Holroyd
05- Gary & Barbara Krout
08- Jeffrey & Lesa Arnold
09- Andrew & Lisa Crawford
12- Lisa & Stephen Germick
21- Sharon & Andreas Hont
22- C. Richard & Jean Rhine
29- Jud & Kelly Stauffer

01-Daniel Davis  
02- Aaron Fleming-Steinke 
02- Chad Vigna
05- Andrew Crawford
06- Paige Fishel
05- Drew Walker
06- Elizabeth Hanzlik
07- William Coeyman
09- William Stein
10- Jake Hanzlik
13- Jeremy Christenberry
13- Stacy Frey
14- Mark Einsig

15- Robert Arnold
15- Robert E. Hammers
20- Ottilie Grim
20- Stephen Seitz
22- Jeanne Laucks
24- Eleanor Gross
25- Bobbi Jo Shaffer
25- Ellen Warntz
26- Wesley Smith
27- Wendy Mummert
28- Samuel J. Laucks
28- Wendy Miller
29- Jaclyn Golden

The Mission and Discipleship committee has 
restocked their homemade meals for shut-ins, and 
those who are struggling with illness.  We have chicken 
and rice, mac-n-cheese 
and soup in single 
portion sizes.  Call the 
church office to arrange 
pick up.

Free Meals for Those in NeedLutheran Camping 

04 - The glory of God
     - The pedestal flowers are presented 
by Doris Jones
18 – In recognition of loved ones Sandy & 
Joe Stauffer & Donna & Sterling Krout by 
Sara, Maggie, Kelly & Jud Stauffer
24 - In memory of Bernice & Clark Jacobs 
by the Jacobs family
25 – In memory of Cheslin & Lottie 
Wagner by Dean & Linda Anderson

06 - In memory of Sterling & Arlene 
        Smith by Tom Smith & family
13 - To the glory of God 
20 - In memory of Luther & Margaret 
       Curran & Jacob & Ruth Keener by 
       their children & the family
27 - In memory of Bernice Jacobs by the
        family

Graceful Women Meeting Update:  Please 
note that the Graceful Women Meeting for 

Thursday, November 3 has been cancelled. The 
next meeting will be on Thursday, December 

1. There will be a Christmas gift exchange with 
cookies shared at that time.
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