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Cove Service!

Sunday, September 6th | 10:00 AM at Cove Park in Wethersfield
Rain Plan: 10:00 AM Service in the Meetinghouse

Fall Kick Off Sunday!

10:00 AM Combined Service in the Meetinghouse
Picnic to follow on the Morgan House Lawn

Baptism Sunday!

On June T7th,
We celebrated 24 baptisms!

Kayli Anderson, Steven Anderson,
Amanda Arcata, Stephanie Collin, Daniel
DiBella, Mitchell Graham, Shannon
Graham, Landon Mantie, Dylan Hall,
Robert LiMarzi, Aiden McCue, Connor
Miller, Ryan Miller, Garrett Scalercio,
Gavin Scalercio, Jey Scanlon, Timothy
Whiting, Brian Murray, Grayden
Hicinbothem, Jacob Marci, Mitchell
Douglas Graham, Zoe Scalercio, Autumn
Delisle, Yesenia (Lexxie) Caceres

A Message from Pastor Todd

The Scottish evangelist, Oswald Chambers,
once wrote:

The call of God is not just for a select few but for
everyone. Whether | hear God’s call or not depends
on the conidition of my ears, and exactly what | hear
depends upon my spiritual attitude.

God calls. He calls us into relationship with
Himself. This call is only the beginning! He
calls us to a renewed way of life for a specific
purpose - each of us has an important role to play in the Kingdom. He may
call us to the front lines of leadership, or to a quieter space, one not as easily
noticed. Every role is significant.

So, what about you? Do you believe that you have been called? Maybe
you've asked the question, “How do | distinguish the call of God from my
own ambitions and motivations?” Great question. This Fall, we'll explore
that question together.

Consider these words from the Apostle Paul in his letter to the church in
Ephesus which cut to the heart of how we are to walk out the call of Jesus:

 urge you to live a life worthy of the calling you have received. Be completely humble
and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love. Make every effort to keep the
unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace. There is one body and one Spirit, just as
you were called to one hope when you were called; one Lord, one faith, one baptism;
one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all.

Pastor Todd



MISSIONS AND OUTREACH

In July, First Church member, Steve Anderson, stepped into the role of leading our Missions and Outreach commit-
tee. Along with support from committee members Elyse West, Logan Singerman, Kathy Krozel, and Larry Smith,
Steve is working to develop this important piece of our community. Pastor Todd sat down with Steve to learn more
about his heart for the mission of the church and his hope for First Church in the coming years.

Pastor Todd: Steve, tell me about yourself and why you feel called to this role?

Steve: I've lived in the area for 60 years and have been rooted in the church my whole life. I've always had a heart for people in
need. I've been involved with the First Church Youth Group, joining them on multiple Workcamp Trips. These experiences have
deepened my commitment to mission and to serving others with compassion and purpose.

Pastor Todd: First Church recently adopted a fresh set of core values, among them Compassionate Mission. What is the
significance of this core value?

Steve: Compassionate Mission means living out our faith by helping people in need. It includes supporting missionaries who are
making disciples and sharing the Gospel, and it includes serving here in our own community. James 1:22, reminds us to be, “doers
of the word, not hearers only.” Compassionate Mission calls us to make our faith visible.

Pastor Todd: If you could accomplish three things in this cycle as chair of Missions and Outreach what are the most im-
portant three that come to mind?

Steve: First, | want our wider community to know that First Church is active, engaged, and eager to have a meaningful presence
beyond our walls. Second, | hope to bring the missions we support directly into the life of the congregation — helping people
understand the real impact First Church has and encouraging more members to volunteer and get involved. Third, | would like to
establish our upcoming Faith in Action Day as an annual tradition, something the church and the neighborhood can look forward
to every year.

Pastor Todd: What words of challenge, and encouragement, do you have for the wider First Church family as we each
consider the role we have to play in Jesus’ mission?

Steve: There is a role for everyone to play. If we learn to slow down and listen for the Holy Spirit’s direction God will show us exactly
where we’re needed. | want to challenge some to take a bold step: to engage with one of our local opportunities for outreach: Faith
in Action Day; supporting one of our new school partners in Hartford; volunteering at the ABC Women’s Center; or supporting The
Underground. Groups like these are often in need of willing hands and hearts. Even something as simple as sharing a cup of tea
with a shut-in can be a powerful expression of Jesus’love.

Come out and join us on Saturday, September 26th as we serve our
local community! Work will include yardwork, small home repairs,
painting, transportation/hauling, and food prep/drop offs for vol-
unteers. You will also receive an awesome t-shirt for helping out!
Ages 13 and up are welcome to participate!

Registration is LIVE on our website at www.firstchurch.org/events.
For questions, contact Elyse West at elysepedra@gmail.com.
We hope to see you there!




YOUTH/GHILDREN'S MINISTRIES

Sunday School & Youth Group 2026-2027

Sunday School kicks off again on Sunday, September 13th during the 10:00 AM Combined Service!
The kids can begin in the Meetinghouse with their families, and then they will be excused to
head down to the Fireside Room for Children's Church. The Infant-Toddler Room will be open
during the entire service in M-201. | would like to encourage you to register for the year now
so we can plan our classes. We are hoping to add an additional room this fall for PK3 & PK4
kids! Youth Group kicks off again on September 13th! All youth grades 6-12 are invited to join
us every Sunday evening from 6:00-8:00 PM in the Youth Room! Scan the QR code to register for

both Sunday School & Youth Group!

Bro Day

Vacation Bible Camp RECAP!

WHAT'S HAPPENING ON CAMPUS?

Steeple Update

Have you seen the new banner for the steeple project? It is front
and center on the west entrance to the Meetinghouse. The
purpose is to present the historical significance that First Church
played in the founding and flourishing of the United States of
America. What a story the steeple could tell of the progress and
development of our country. This is a fine and fitting tribute to
the 250th anniversary of our independence. God Bless America!

We welcomed 99 kids to VBC this summer! Wow!! The campers had a wonderful, God-filled week full of non-stop
fun! We gave out an amazing 18 scholarships that enabled kids to spend the week at First Church and learn more
about God. This huge outreach event would not be possible without YOU! Thank you for your time, donations,
and prayers as we all worked to make this a wonderful week for the kids.

Bro Day 2026 is fast approaching! This one-day event designed just for
guys in grades 6-12 will be on October 18th from 3:00-8:00 PM. The day will
include nerf blaster battles, tug-of-war, dinner, meaningful conversations
about following Jesus as young men today, and more! This is the perfect
event to invite a friend to—whether they've been to church before or not.
Don't miss it! The cost will be $25 per participant. Keep your eyes on our
Youth webpage for a registration which will go live soon. For questions,
please contact Josh at youth@firstchurch.org or (860) 529-1575 x 120.

This past July, we had our entryway repaved!
The new walkway is equipped with fully
functioning heat elements to keep the winter
snow and ice away! We've even installed a new
energy efficient light fixture that automatically
illuminates from dusk to dawn! Thank you for
your patience as this task came to completion.



Book of Life

ENTERED ETERNAL LIFE
Carolyn Mattson, May 15, 2026
Don Gove, May 27, 2026

Len Golas, June 4, 2026

Ted May, June 22,2026

Betty Metcalf, July 14, 2026
Jackie Almquist, July 15, 2026

BIRTHS
Atticus Daniel Sandberg, June 24, 2026

Eowyn Smith, June 19, 2026
Ella Grace Cormier, July 29, 2026

Sunday Worship Times

First Sunday of the Month-combined
service at 10:00 AM with communion
in the Meetinghouse.

All other Sundays:
Traditional Service: 9:00 AM
in the Meetinghouse
Contemporary Service: 10:30 AM
in Keith Jones Hall
Both services are LIVE on our Youtube
Channel at First Church Wethersfield.

facebook.com/FirstChurchPage
IG/ first_church_wethersfield
FIRST NOW-If you would like to receive
our weekly email First Church Now, email
marief@firstchurch.org.
GIVING-Giving can be done online at
firstchurch.org.

Staff Listing
Kerry AlleYNE ... Custodian
Josh Arcata ........... Director of Youth Ministries
AlexandraNichols..............Preschool Assistant
Eddie Cruz Custodian
Marilyn Danielson....... Executive Assistant to
Senior Pastor
Mike Davis Property Manager

Marie Fabian. Communications

Diane Galloway. ...Director of Caring

& Women's Ministries

..Church Accountant

....Director of Children’s
Ministries

Jackie Howson.....

Megan Ettlinger...

Rob Lundy.......cccucccciiic Director of Technology
& Production Services

Paula Mazo.... Finance Assstant
Sarah Penn.... Evening Receptionist
[REE Y 2loTaTer- 1ol H—G— Director of Preschool
Nathan Scalise............ Contemporary Worship

Leader
Todd Willard.....eeeeeeesinneees Senior Pastor
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COMING UP THIS FALL!

GriefShare will begin a new 14-week cohort
to be held on Wednesdays, beginning
September 9th, from 6:00-7:45 PM in the
Morgan House. For more information and to
register, visit www.firstchurch.org/events.

A Book and a Mug will meet every
Wednesday, beginning September 9th from
10:30-11:45 AM in the Church Parlor. All
women welcome! To register, please visit
www.firstchurch.org/women.

Alpha returns this Fall! Join us Wednesdays,
beginning September 9th from 6:30-8:00 PM.
Curious about faith? At Alpha you can ask
anything! It is a safe space to question life,
faith, and meaning. Registration will open
soon at www.firstchurch.org/events.

Mastering Motherhood kicks off their 12-
week Fall semester on September 17th! Join
this amazing community of mamas every
Thursday morning from 9:15-11:30 AM in Keith
Jones Hall. Free childcare will be provided.
To register and for more information, visit
www.masteringmotherhood.com.

A Bible Study focusing on the Book of Acts
will take place Sunday mornings, beginning
September 20th in the Morgan House Drawing
Room during the 10:30 AM service. We will not
meet on combined service weeks. For more
information and to register, please visit
www firstchurch.org/groups.

Forever Young will meet Tuesday mornings,
beginning September 15th from 10:30-11:30
AM in the Morgan House Drawing Room. All
are welcome to attend. This year, we will be
surveying the Old Testament looking at core
themes, how the books fit together, and
how the Old Testament lays the foundation
for Jesus' arrival in the New Testament.

A Fall Work Day will be held on Saturday,
October 3rd with a rain date of October 10th.
Thisyearwe will focus on cleaning our historic
Meetingouse and the Marsh Street building.
We'll provide the cleaning supplies if you'll
provide the “elbow grease”. Registration will
open soon at www.firstchurch.org/events.

Community-wide FREE Seminar!

Saturday, November 14th

Scan the code to register!

Guest Speaker: Paul Weigle, MD

10:00 AM-12:00 PM | Keith Jones Hall

More info at www.firstchurch.org/events.

Screenagers: Raising Healthy Kids in a Hyper-Connected World




