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NOT PLASTIC NOTICES
UPCOMING DATES | uncomne reLo oavs |
OCT. 7: WORLD COTTON DAY e ——

OCT. 21: COTTON & COFFEE -7:30AM GENTRAL- COMMITTEE SETS 2026
OCT. 23: BASF COTTON FIELD DAY- ELOY. AZ RESEARCH PROJECTS

OCT. 29: DELTAPINE FIELD DAY- CASA GRANDE A
NOV. 4 & 5: AZ FARM BUREAU ANNUAL MEETING @

2025 ARIZONA COTTON
ACREAGE
NOV. 11 & 12: AZ AGRICULTURE EXECUTIVE FORUM NOMINATIONS OPEN EOF.
ACGA DISTRICT



https://www.cottonboard.org/cotton-coffee
https://maps.app.goo.gl/y412qLPJU7dWLpgWA
https://maps.app.goo.gl/iJAC3pYaPBHHcqvj8
https://www.azfb.org/Article/Arizona-Farm-Bureau-Annual-Meeting-3291
https://www.canva.com/design/DAG0GfnFuEk/Gfc5VY9JDnpz2mmMpELngw/view?utm_content=DAG0GfnFuEk&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=uniquelinks&utlId=h34e3a7be38
https://plantnotplastic.org/
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PLANT NOT PLASTIC: A CAMPAIGN FOR HEALTHIER PEOPLE & A CLEANER
PLANET

The National Cotton Council (NCC) has just launched an exciting new initiative—Plant Not Plastic—to
shine a spotlight on the hidden role our clothing plays in microplastic pollution.

A recent survey of nearly 1,000 consumers revealed a major gap in awareness: while many people are
worried about microplastics, only 42% realize that synthetic clothing fibers like polyester, nylon, and
spandex are a key source. Even more surprising, the study found that consumers want to take action
but feel unsure how.

That's where Plant Not Plastic comes in. The campaign’s message is simple but powerful:

Choosing natural fibers like cotton is an easy, effective way to reduce microplastic
pollution—protecting both the environment and your health.

Why It Matters
» Health at Risk: Studies have found microplastics in the brain, lungs, kidneys, and even the uterus.
On average, people inhale or ingest up to 121,000 plastic particles per year.
o Everyday Impact: With 67% of global clothing made from synthetics, every wash cycle sheds

plastic fibers into our water and food systems. — - - - - -
e A Natural Solution: Cotton, which makes up 20% I . }

of global fiber production, is plant-based and does L"'AP'N£9

not contribute to microplastic pollution. 1 __

From Concern to Confident Action DEDICATED TO COTTON.
COMMITTED TO YOU.*

The campaign aims to:
« Demystify microplastics by explaining where they | F I E L D DAY I

cc?me.from. . _ 10 A.M. - 2 P.M. - CASA GRANDE, ARIZONA
« Highlight health connections between clothing 1 — N I
and microplastic exposure. ' e o . Q :
« Promote natural fibers as a straightforward, @ T :
. | ' ' ‘
affordable alternative. I - S _ I
w gl b= ]
. . . . . = = = =
“It's time to shift from confusion to confident action, = g | xE 2
one natural fiber garment at a time,” said Marjory I E S 5 g I
. . . . FRDNLi'NﬁM ; . .
Walker, Vice President of Council Operations at NCC. ' i 2 Zﬁ z
287 287
The Plant Not Plastic campaign will also support |
I WEDNESDAY |

ongoing research in partnership with the University of TH
Memphis, examining how synthetic versus natural OCTOBER 29 : 2025

fabrics affect microplastic inhalation. Results are 1 LUNCH & REFRESHMENTS SERVED I
expected in 2026. 1 hour CEU has been applied for

CALL LYLE FRANKLIN AT
928-920-7356 [
FOR MORE INFORMATION |

Learn more and get involved at
www.plantnotplastic.org.
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SERVICES

WHEN PROBLEMS CROP UP,
WE'VE GOT YOU COVERED

@ Casa Grande Office @ willcox Office @ Fresno Office
442 W, Kortsen Rd #204 105 M. Railview Ave. 6465 N. Palm Ave., Suite 105
Casa Grande, AZ 85122 Willcox, AZ 85643 Fresno, CA 93704

R 520-836-2988
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:} amsins.com
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TWO-SPOT COTTON LEAFHOPPER ARRIVES IN U.S. COTTON

The two-spot cotton leafhopper (Amrasca biguttula) arrived in Puerto Rico in 2023 and Florida in
2024, and by mid-2025 it had spread north to North Carolina and west to Louisiana. Recently,
entomologists also detected A. biguttula feeding on hibiscus in Texas home-center stores.

Sap-feeding by the two-spot cotton leafhopper causes “hopperburn,” a condition in which leaves
discolor. The red, yellow, or brown discoloration can be confused with potassium-deficient foliage.
Symptoms alone can mislead; verify A. biguttula presence through scouting.

The two-spot cotton leafhopper is easy to identify: it's greenish with a distinctive dark spot at each
wing tip (figure 1). Detecting these spots requires a hand lens. Although two head spots sometimes
appear, they're unreliable for diagnosis. We have many similar sized and colored leafhoppers in our
system, but no other leafhopper in Arizona cotton or nearby crops bears that pair of spots.

Peter Ellsworth'’s presentation on A. biguttula identification is
available through the University of Arizona Campus
Repository, along with a video. It also covers identification of
the invasive cotton seed bug, Oxycarenus hyalinipennis.

Southeastern cotton research teams manage two-spot cotton
leafhopper effectively with insecticides currently registered for
use in cotton. Right now, timely detection and insecticide
application appears to protect fields. Research continues on
biological, chemical and cultural controls as well as yield
impacts.

Severe weather and infested ornamental plants can disperse
A. biguttula over vast distances. Prompt scouting and precise

. e . . 0.5mm
identification enable a rapid response. If you suspect an

infestation, contact your local Cooperative Extension agent or Figure 1. Amrasca biguttula adult. Note
the Arizona Department of Agriculture as soon as possible. the two dark spots on its wings. {photo

credit: Isaac Esquivel, University of Florida)

M}l UNLOCK ENHANCED IRRIGATION EFFICIENCY WITH FREE SMART

© SENSORS
v Due to high demand, Dr. Elshikha now has nine additional smart sensors available at
no cost for growers to use over the next 2-3 years. These sensors provide real-time soil
moisture data directly to your phone, helping you make informed decisions for
? efficient irrigation, water savings, and improved water productivity.

Take advantage of this opportunity to bring advanced technology into your fields.

For more information, please contact Dr. Elshikha:
Email: diaaelshikha@arizona.edu
Phone: (520) 518-0394
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2025 ARIZONA COTTON ACREAGE

ARIZONA COTTON ANNUAL ACRES 2021-2025

2021 TOTAL 2022 TOTAL

Cochise 2,253 1,576
Graham 15,816 17,141
Greenlee 311 299
La Paz 6,095 6,298
Maricopa 7,988 7,769
Pima 10,014 7,958
Pinal 73,134 56,133
Yuma 11,409 10,026

TOTAL 127,021 107,200

The Arizona Cotton Research Protection & Research
Council (ACRPC) historically provides reliable planted
acreage estimates. For the 2025 crop year, estimating
101,216 planted acreas, including 14,658 Pima and
85,928 Upland (85,9528 BT and 630 Non-BT acreage
splits).

Arizona cotton growers continue to show resilience
and leadership in the face of changing conditions. Pinal
County remains the backbone of the state's cotton
production, consistently contributing the largest share
of acres year after year. Even with challenges, statewide
cotton bounced back nearly 20% after 2023, proving
the strength and adaptability of the industry. Graham
County has been a bright spot of steady growth, while
regions like Pima and Yuma have shown stability that
reinforces the state’'s foundation. With over 100,000
acres still in production, Arizona cotton remains a vital
and enduring part of our agricultural landscape.

2023 TOTAL 2024 TOTAL 2025 TOTAL

1,080 1,360 1,550
16,948 17,491 17,953
215 328 220
5,357 6,729 3,860
4,223 5,164 3,895
6,994 7,744 8,783
47,306 58,378 54,794
9,237 10,886 10,160
91,360 108,080 101,216

BASF 2025 Arizona
Cotton Field Day

3SK Farms Eloy, AZ

-
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STATE SUPPORT COMMITTEE SETS 2026 RESEARCH PROJECTS

Who: The Arizona State Support Committee is a Committee created through Cotton Incorporated
(Cl) to allocate State Support Funds for Arizona research needs.

State Support Committee Members: Dean Rovey- Chairman, Cassy England- Vice Chairman, Ross
Rayner, Paco Ollerton, Jerry Rovey, Damian Murrieta, Adam Hatley, Dan Pacheco, Art Heiden,
Nathan Rovey, Jeff Larson and Richard Heiden.

How Much: For 2026 Cl has allocated $54,000 to Arizona to support its designated projects, in
addition to $3,851.83 of 2025 Carryover Funds, for a total funding amount of $57,851.83. In addition,
the ACRPC annually allocates funding for research proposals that align with their priorities.

Note: Allocation is determined by an average of cotton acreage in the state.

The Process: ACGA Executive Director requests research proposals for funding consideration on
behalf of the Committee Chairman. The Committee meets to hear proposals and makes
recommendations to the ACGA Board of Directors. This year, the Committee heard 6 renewal
research proposals, and recommended funding for 4.

PROJECTS APPROVED FOR FUNDING BY THE AZ STATE SUPPORT PROGRAM

RESEARCHER PROJECT RESEARCH TITLE AMOUNT
Dr.Norton & Dr.Singh  [Arizona Upland Cotton Advanced Strains Testing Program $18,000.00
Dr.Mukherjee, Evaluating herbicide efficacies against the broadleaf and grass $15.972.00
Dr.Norton & Dr.Singh  |weeds in southwest desert-grown cotton T
Dr. Sanyal and Dr. Evaluatl.ng Biofertilizers to Improve Soil Health and Cotton $13.824.00
Norton Production

Dr.Ellsworth Improving Insect Management Strategies in Arizona Cotton $23,572.00*

Copies of the Research Proposals are available through the office of the Association.

GET INVOLVED: NOMINATIONS OPEN FOR ACGA DISTRICT DIRECTORS

The Arizona Cotton Growers Association thrives because of the leadership and commitment of its
members. Our Board of Directors represents the heart of the Association, ensuring that the voices of
growers are heard and that Arizona cotton remains strong.

The 2026-2027 Board of Directors is currently composed of 37 Members: SUBMIT YOUR
o Officers: 5 (Formerly District or At Large Directors) NOMINATION
« District Directors: 18 * Tribal Representative: 1 HERE o7
e At Large Directors: 3 e Past Presidents: 10 Rad

District elections are truly the grassroots foundation of the Association. This fall, we are calling for
nominations from District producer members, current Director positions open are in District 2
(Eloy, Marana, and Tucson), and District 6 (Buckeye, Goodyear, Surprise) If you're interested in
shaping the future of Arizona cotton, now is the time to step forward — nominate

yourself or encourage a fellow grower to get involved.

Want to know more about what it means to serve? Information about Board responsibilities and
time commitment can be obtained by calling the Association office at (602) 437-1344.
Your participation matters — strong leadership today ensures a strong future for Arizona cotton.
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