Give 3 smile,
Get one back,
Give 3 hug
And see the smile...

It's Happening at Grace
Lutheran!
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Dear sisters and brothers Learn NCW Ways OF WOFSI"HP
in Christ, : : . As the Congregational
Council and 1 have
Grace and peace to you o continued to monitor
from our Lorcf Jesus Christ, the situation locally and
who makes us One in the . consult government
waters of Holy Baptism! | . J«WF- ~¥ # and church = resources
We are hanging on that ‘s . regarding best practices
romise of unity through the e{ﬁg{‘ i1 for being Church together
Eacrament of Holy Baptism & during this time, we
more than ever these days, HIS NAME remain closed to in-person
and I know that for me activities until  turther

personally it had taken on
new meaning as I think of
our connection despite the
distance. There are so manﬁ
things I wish to share wit
you about where I see God at work right now durin
this COVID-19 Fandemic and where I sense Go
calling us to, but I suspect it will take quite a long time
to unpack everﬂthing that the Spirit is saying to us.
We have been through challenges that have tested us
and pushed us further than we thought we could go;
we have also been given opportunities to reflect and
reexamine ourselves so that we may align more with
God’s desires for how we live. Through it all, we have
been saved by the presence of the Crucified and Risen
Christ, who has promised to be with us until the end
of the age.

As our community moves through different stages
of life-amidst-pandemic, we as a church are entering
a new age. To be certain, the things that define us as
Lutheran Christians are steadfast and we continue to
worship, study, fellowship, and serve together. Yet,
we are being challenged to explore ways to do this
that allow us to be mindful of each person’s health
and well-being. It is a process that will continue to
stretch us. Yet, my brothers and sisters, 1 believe we
will be better for it. I think we will rise from this time
being a stronger church, more committed to our core
convictions and deeper in our faith. We are learning
that worship is not simply about our preferences on
how we like to sing, pray, and listen to Scripture;
instead, it is about uniting with our brothers and sisters
and giving glory to God in whatever way we are able.
We are being challenged to discipline ourselves during
a time when schedules and structure are not certain.
We are being asked to reflect on how much we will
(or will not) do to grow in our faith. Together, we will
ﬂet through this challengir(lf time. By the power of the

oly Spirit working in and through us, we will do so
with strength, unity, and deepened faith.

notice. When this changes
we will alert you as soon
as possible as to what this
means for volunteers as
well as what in-person
gatherings will be available. While the details of the
next couple months are not fully available, we do know
that they will involve health precautions such as extra
sanitization, wearing masks, social distancing, and
engaging in safe worship practices. I also want to assure
you that there will be plenty of opportunities for online
worship, study, and fellowship in the months ahead,
for those who understandably feel safest with a higher
level of physical distancing. Indeed, the blessing of
connecting digitally is here to stay and the Holy Spirit
has made it clear that to do so allows us to be a fuller
church, reaching more of our brothers and sisters than
ever. As the Congregational Council continues to lead
us into our new future together you can find the latest
information on our response at www.gracelutheran.
com/covid19.

(continued on page 2)
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(Pastor’s letter continued from page 1)

Please remember that while our ability to gather in

erson has been affected‘?\;f this virus, our ability to be
Ehurch together is not. We will still gather regularly
in other ways to worship, study, and tellowship. Most
signiﬁcanﬂlgf, I hope you will join me, Pastor Ben, Alice
Ann, and Pastor Chuck for a Livestreamed Worship
on Sundays at 10:00 am. You can connect with our
assembly either onhleline (with the option to do one-
or two-way video) or through your phone (dialing in
to hear the service). Information on the numbers you
need to join us are available at www.gracelutheran.
com in addition to below this letter. At the end of
worship, we will share the upcoming week’s schedule
for study and fellowship opportunities (in addition to
posting information on our Facebook and Instagram
accounts @GraceLutheranRedLion and on our website
and calendar). We have also, in Iar%e part thanks to
our spectacular secretary, Teryl (“Terri”), compiled
an ongoing list of resources and blog posts for you to
engage your faith at home either as an individual or
as a tamily. We are working to include activities for all
ages, which are available at www.gracelutheran.com/
category/graceathome.

Please know that each and every one of you remain
in our prayers. And as we journey through this new
terrain together, I again leave you with this blessing
from the ipostle Paul’s letter to the Romans: May the
God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing,
so that you may abound in hope by the power of the
Holy Spirit. (Romans 15:13)

Your sister in Christ,
+Pastor Courtney

COUNCIL

New?

LIVESTREAMING WORSHIP

You can join us for Livestreaming worship via
internet or phone on Sundays at 10:00 a.m.

To connect via internet video:

visit www.zoom.us

- click “join” or download the Zoom app

- then put in our meeting ID: 759 186 8281

- password: 123

To connect via phone:

- dial +1 929 205 6099

- then put in our meeting ID: 759 186 8281
- password: 123

We are excited that during this time when we are
increasing our physical distancing, we are able to be
brought even closer with our brothers and sisters in
Christ not only from Grace Lutheran but around
the country! Our online/phone worship and other
events are hosted by Pastor Courtney Erzkus at Grace
Lutheran (Red Lion, PA), and Pastor Ben Erzkus at
Zion Lutheran (East Petersburg, PA).

Contacts:

- The Rev. Courtney A. Erzkus, Pastor:
Email: PastorCourtneyErzkus@gmail.com
Cell Phone: 717-862-8180 (requested Sunday-
Thursday, 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.)

- Emergency Phone: 717-881-4621 (any day & time,
day or night).

Please note: you can also leave a message on m
church phone extension, but please know that I will
only check my voicemail once a day, Sunday-Thursday.
For that reason, it is not listed in this letter as the above
methods are preferred.

- Mr. Joe Turek, Council President:
Email: jmtrhino@comcast.net Phone: 443-243-6295

Pastoral Acts

While there were no ‘official’ Pastoral
Acts due to the quarantine, we did have
some of our brothers leave us this past
month.

REMEMBERING THE SAINTS

Please join us in holding fast to the promise of
Resurrection for Bill Workinger and Pete Haynes, who
both courageously fought cancer and recently entered
God's eternal care. Pete, son-in-law of Jack and Doris
Jones, died on May 6. Bill, who is also brother to Cindy
& Bob Strobeck and Wendy & Bob Miller, died on

May 13. Please keep

these families in your ‘ R
prayers,  especially - -
during this time when =

it is hard to gather in
person to grieve and
remember together.

Peace,
Pastor Courtney
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The food pantry continues to provide emergency food
to those who call the food pantry phone number during
the week. Fortunately, we have not had a big crush of
calls so we are up and ready to meet the demand of our
clients on our June 8 distribution. We have gotten several
large monetary donations that has enabled us to purchase
those items that normally go into the health care boxes.
However, we have been unable to make bulk purchases
of toilet paper, tissues or paper towels. We were very
fortunate to have enough toilet paper on hand that each
client will receive two rolls.- The paper towels we have
will be packed in the boxes until we run out and then we
will be adding tissues to the remaining boxes. We were
fortunate to have families step up to pack the health care
boxes much as we packed the food boxes earlier in April.

QOur plan is to conduct the distribution outside as we
did the Easter distribution. We will be needing volunteers
to help with the distribution; please check your calendar
to see if you will be available to help. You can call Jack
Warntz if you are interested. With the extra donated
money, we are ?larming to purchase more perishables if
they are available at the time. It has become increasingly
difficult to get supplies from Central Pennsylvania Food
Bank due to the huge demand on their warehouse.
Nevertheless, we feel confident that Grace Food Pantry
will be able to meet the demands placed upon us.

Our greatest hope is that we might be able to have our
“yard-sale” ministry up and ready for our clients by the
Christmas distribution. It has been heart-rending to
know that we have many donations of clothing, bedding,
books, shoes, toys and knick-knacks in storage at church
that would certainly help to lighten the burden on our
clients. If we all follow the CDC guidelines, wear masks,
and social distance, our dreams of returning to the
wonderfulness of our food pantry will come.

STRANGERS IN KENYA

Lifting Our Arms

There is a peculiar story in Exodus 17 of God
defending Israel against an aggressor while Moses
lifted his hands. Hands down...they began to lose.
Hands up...they surged in victory. Well, Moses got
tired and so they gave him a rock to sit on. Then, %ﬁs
arms got more tired. So two others held up his arms.
And tﬁey did this until the land was defended and the
battle won.

I'll let you decipher what that all means, but I'm
happy to report that on the VERY DAY that we reached
out to you--our loyal sup?cort team--for prayer, the tide
turned. There are lots of details, and if you want to
read the whole story, I joyfully logged it for you on
my blog. But if you don't have five extra minutes, then
know that we closed escrow about a week ago and
have moved into a perfect little house. We are beyond
blessed and we lift our arms in praise now...convinced
that God saw and heard you "lifting our arms" as
Moses's companions did wKen we called out for help
on Thursday, April 16. Partnership--from beginning to
end of this missionary endeavor-—-that's what this has
been. Thank you.

Of course, neither you nor we should EVER forget that
these walls in which we live are NOT our home. "If you
call 'Father' the one who judges everyone impartially
according to what they have done, you must live in
reverent fear as long as you are § NGERS in a
strange land." Strangers here...never forget. But there
is a home waiting for you if you put your faith in the
forgiveness of Jesus ghrist—-"My Father’s house has
many rooms...And if I go and preEare a place for you,
I will come back and take you to be with me that you
also may be where I am."

I can't wait to be neighbors with you all some day!

Ryan for Heather, Micah, Asher, and Claire

JORGE VEG.
B 610-261-5577

Pemt Bo Receive Glie Beedeon
Electroniedlly?
It's Easy!
Just email your address to the publisher:
swimmerjenusa@yahoo.com.
We'll take care of the rest.




LUTHERAN CAMPING

Dear Friends,

*

Our top ministry priorities have
always been to love and care for
each and every person who visits
our ministry sites and to keep them
safe and healthy. This goes for
our campers, employees, volunteers, donors, retreat
guests, and others.

Because of these priorities, the Board of Directors and
ministry leadership have made the difficult decision to
cancel the summer camp season. This decision was
made to ensure the safety of our campers, volunteers,
staff, and their families and to position the organization
to be a resource for the church and our communities in
the future.

The road upon which we are traveling as a result of
the COVID-19 pandemic is one none of us have been
down before. However, in this challenging time, it is
good to have a long and successful history of over 90
years of outdoor ministry experience to draw upon as
we face this new reality and face tough decisions. We
also trust that the Holy Spirit is walking beside us and
guiding us. And just as Jesus walked with the disciples
on the road to Emmaus, Jesus walks with us during
these uncertain times.

The decision to cancel the summer camping season
was not an easy one, but we feel this response allows
us to be proactive and also assures the LCC ministries
at Kirchenwald, Nawakwa, and The Wittel Farm will
have a strong foundation upon which to build and
move forward.

Thank you for your partnership in ministry and for
your trust and support. Be Well, Be Strong.

God’s peace,

Michael Youse
Executive Director

WOULD YOU LIKE TO BE A

PART OF OUR HISTORY?
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CELEBRATING
125 YEARS OF

E 1894 - 2019

Grace Lutheran Church
Red Lion, Pennsylvama { 3
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For the past 125 years Grace Lutheran Church has
been blessed with members who made our church
a wonderful place of worship. Through those years
many memories have been created. To celebrate our
Anniversary, we would like to have those memories
shared and in the process create new memories going
forward.

We would like everyone to share an experience
that you recall about our church by submitting either
written or typed on plain or colorful paper. These

memories will be put in our Memory Book which will
allow all of us to share with others the grace God has
provided for us through the years. Have a question?
... call Janet Murphy or Keith

cCleary.

THE NEWSLETTER

We welcome all submissions to the newsletter. The
newsletter is a great place to ask for help, publicize
an event you are planning in the church, tell people
about something you or your family are doing,
thank members, celebrate a victory. The possibilities
are endless! The vision for the newsletter is to
communicate between members in a clear and
interesting format. If you would like to submit to the
newsletter or help in any way, here is what you can do:

*If you are comfortable with computers, you
may email Chris Jacobs at: kndsisl@yahoo.com.
Please make sure your document is either a .doc
or .Edf file. If you are including digital artwork,
make sure it is at least 300KB in size.

*If you prefer paper, just drop off your
submission in the mailbox marked ‘newsletter’
outside the office door. The mailboxes are
located on a table across the hall.

Please keep in mind that the deadline for submission
is the 20th of each month for the following month’s
newsletter. If you have pictures or graphics that
complement your submission, include them
along with directions or suggestions on their use.
Please include your contact information in ever
submission so the editor can get in touch to clari
or fact-check. If you are interested in a monthl
submission or article, we welcome that as well.




STEWARD YOUR NEW
COMMUNITY

Like a caterpillar emerging from a cocoon to new
life as a butterfly, we can steward our congregations
and communities to awaken from Covid-19 to a more
excellent reality that brims with faith, hope and love.

Covid-19’s hardship, deprivation and grief have
inspired an outpouring of kindness, generosity,
selgessness, neighborliness and courageous service.
Suffering has given us a glimpse of what our
communities can and should be, following Christ’s two
principal commands: love God and love one another.

Our stewardship opportunity and challenge is
clear: Can we cultivate this renewed spirit of loving
neighborliness as a “new normal”? As our community’s
central, defining ethos?

The last several months have taught us much:

e Life is precious. Everﬁone counts. No exceptions.

* We suffer together. Shared pain creates strong
bonds.

® Serving brinﬁs fulfillment. Many sacrifice joyfully.

© We need each other. We can’t go it alone.

¢ We miss each other. We require human interaction.

* Personal contact is sublime. Nothing beats face-to-
face.

* We are grateful. Thank God for what we have.

° We are wiser. We know what's important.

Covid-19 is receding, though slowly. Much pain lies
ahead. Before it’s through, the virus will claim more of
our friends and loved ones. Many families will suffer
economically.

But the virus is also teaching us anew how to be
loving neighbors. As Covid-19 abates, we can deepen
these lessons and steward our communities to live
more closely aligned with God’s purposes, to discover
life abundant with joy, connection, fulfillment and
generosity. With God’s help, our congregations and
communities can emerge from our Covid-19 cocoon
to a more excellent reality, centered in faith, hope and
love.

--Rob Blezard

Copyright © 2020, Rev. Robert Blezard. Pastor Blezard serves as
an assistant to the bishop of the Lower Susquehanna Synod, ELCA,
and works as content editor for www stewardshipoflife.org. He
blogs at www.thestewardshipguy.com

SEVEN RULES FOR "UP DAYS"
DURING COVID-19

1. WAKE UP! Decide to have a good day. - Today
is the day the Lord hath made, rejoice in it and be
glad! Psalms 118:24

2. DRESS UP! Put on our smile. Your smile is
the best way to show the good that is in your heart.
The Lord does not look at the things people look at.
People look at the outward ap%arances, but the Lord
looks at the heart. i Samuel 16:

3. SHUSH UP! Learn to listen to God. God gave
us two ears and one mouth, so He must have meant
for us to do twice as much listening as talking. These
who guard their Iipsﬂ}lareserve their lives, but those
who speak rashly will come to ruin. Proverbs 13:3.

4. STAND UP! Stand up for Our Savior and what
you believe in. Do not give up. Let us not be weary in
doing good..we will reap a harvest. Galations 6:9-10.

5. LOOK UP! Look to the Lord. Put your faith and
your trust in the Lord, Your God. I can do all this
through him who gives me strength. Philippines 4:13.

6. REACH UP! Reach up for something higher.
Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and learn
not on your own understandinlg. In all your ways,
acknowledge Him, and He will direct your path.
Proverbs 3:% )

7. LIFT UP! Lift up your prayers. Do not be
anxious about anything, but in every situation, but
prayer and getition with thanksgiving, present your
requests to God. Philippians 4:6

GRACE

AT THE HEART
OF RED LION

HELP YOUR OFFERING MAKE IT TO |
CHURCH EVEN WHEN YOU CAN'T

VISIT WWW . GRACELUTHERAN.COM / GIVE

"DONATE NOW"




3, BOOK CLUB

The Book Club is waiting
-~ #§ to meet again to discuss
B 4 last book pre-COVID,
i Where the Crawdads
a Sing by Delia Owens. We
are thinking about a few
options for this month,
depending on when the church opens up.

If the church is open, we can
meet in the Welcome Center =
properly socially distant at = ¥
6 teet and wearing masks.
Alternatively, we can meet on
the lawn with our lawn chairs
placed 6 feet apartt OR we
can meet at a member’s house ¥
outside. Qur tentative date §
is June 18 at 6:30 p.m. if York §
Count]y continues to remain §
in yellow or green. If anyone ~
has read this excellent book SEEFAESHCRAMIE
and wants to join us, you are o
welcome as well. Call Geri
Jacobs or Jen Rudolf for details.
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» Each month, The Beacon reports who i
» %onsoring the flowers in the Sanctuary.
: e want to honor those we love, because
they are in our hearts, even if we are not
() having services with flowers. O

¥

June’s flowers:

02 - In memory of Dawn from Wanda &
Diana
09 - In memory of Bernice Jacobs by the ) .
Jacobs Family ‘
16 - In memory of Sallie & Ammon
Kinard by Erma Grim _
23 - NO FLOWERS - Church Picnic -
30 - GRACE LUTHERAN &

July’s flowers: Q

05- In memory of Mr & and Mrs
Preston Smith, Elden L. Sprenkle )
by Andrea Sprenkle

12- In memory of Clark Jacobs by the
family

19- In memory of Mr & Mrs Anthony
Slavinskirsyr & Mr & Mrs John o,
Schubauer & Tony Slavinski by 5
Barb ®

26- In memory of Mr & Mrs Spurgeon A

. Coeyman by Mr & Mrs Coeyman & 8
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Wed%aj Anniversaries

Jdune Celebreticns

: ‘ 02-Marley Becker

L 03-Samuel Laucks II
’ !’ | Y 03-Akyla Osterhaus

s 04-Dennis Walters
. {ﬁg;p:ﬁ & . 05-Randy Amold
L T ESRVETT . 05-Carolyn Sheppard
AR NS 06-Chad Coeyman
06-Joseph Laucks
08-Tristan Mummert
08-Cara Ann Warntz
09- Riley Bowles
10-Donna Fishel
10-Suzane Yendall
13-Helen Laughman
14-Malissa Smith
16-Jenah Dellinger-Eaton
16-Freeland Shaffer
17-Sandra Fishel
17 Barbara Krout
19-Jean Rhine
19-Priscilla Turek
21-Will Bennett
24-Greg Hodson
25-Dustin Bucher
27-Heather Manahan
28-Jackie Fales
30-Leif Ericson

15-Marley & Janet Becker
21-Jack & Doris Jones
21-Joe & Priscilla Turek
24-Rae & Jeanne Williams
28-Courtney & Benjamin Erzkus
28-Steven & Ellyn Gross
29-Allen & Judy Dellinger
30-Brian & Bobbi Jo Shaffer
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