Dear Parents,

Welcome to the world of Awana Clubs Cubbies®. We think you
are the absolute, without-a-doubt, one hundred percent, hands-
down, most important people in the entire Cubbies program.
Why do we think this? Because we believe God has chosen
parents — that’s you! — to be the primary spiritual teachers

in a child’s life. (See Deuteronomy 6:4-9, Proverbs 6:20-23, and
Ephesians 6:4 from the Bible.)

At Cubbies, we want to encourage and support parents and
guardians (as well as grandparents, aunts, uncles, and other

adults investing in a child’s life) in this very important role. We've
designed this handbook as a tool to help you teach God’s truth to
your child in a simple, interactive, and fun way. When your child
comes to Cubbies, we will offer activities — such as songs, games,
puppets, Bible lessons, crafts — that will reinforce the truths you
have already taught from this handbook.

Ready for a Bear Hug?

Each week, you will complete one Bear Hug section with your
child. You can complete the section in one sitting or spread it
out over a few days. Either way, start the section early in the
week so you have lots of time for review. Here are five easy steps
to get started.

Step One — Find a comfortable spot.

Where do you like to read with your child? The handbook is
intentionally large so you can sit beside your child and spread the
book across your laps. Find a special spot on a couch, your child’s
bed, or even outdoors.

Step Two — Read the Timothy and Cubbie character story.
These read-aloud stories appeal to kids and introduce the
teaching themes in a fun and real-life way (with a little imagination
mixed in too!).

Step Three — Read the Bible teaching page.

Make the transition from a pretend story to God’s truth by
opening your Bible to one or more of the references listed at the
top of the page. You will continue to read from the handbook,
but your child will see that your teaching is based on God’s Word.
Make this time as interactive as possible. When you see a @
personalize the text by inserting your child’s name. Ask your child
questions and let him or her ask you questions too.

Step Four — Help your child memorize.

Work with your child to memorize the Bible verse ffg or phrase in
each Bear Hug. On most weeks, there is a short and long version
of the verse. If your child is older or highly verbal, encourage

him or her to say the long version, including the reference.
Otherwise, choose the short version. Be sure not to push your
child beyond his or her ability. Children may switch to the long or
short version for any week.
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Preschoolers learn through repetition. Repeat the
verse several times during the week. Whisper it.
Shout it. Sing it. Say it in the car, at a meal, or at
bedtime. Make sure your child understands the
meaning of the words in the verse. There are some
additional resources to help make this process go
smoothly. Download helpful PDF files which include
memory tips and games. Downloadable audio tracks
are available in the Cubbies HoneyComb Resource
Bundle at awana.org/cubbiesdownloads. When
you see this icon @), play the audio tracks to listen
to Cubbies character stories and memory verses
again and again. The HoneyComb Handbook Music
Audio, which includes all HoneyComb handbook
verses set to familiar tunes, can also be purchased
from the Awana online store, or downloaded from
iTunes™, Google Play™, or Amazon.

Step Five — Sign off.

When your child can recite the verse or phrase
to you by himself or herself with little or no help,
sign and date in the space at the end of the Bear
Hug. At Cubbies, your child will recite the verse
or phrase to a Cubbies leader. The leader will also
sign and date the Bear Hug and give your child a
sticker to place in the section. (To earn a sticker,
your child must say the verse with no more than
two helps, or hints.)

The Bear Hugs will alert you when vest emblems
are earned. View page 4 for information on award

placement.

Wait, there’s more!

Is your child ready for more challenge and hands-on learning? Work
with him or her on the optional Review and Under the Apple Tree
sections.

For the Review, he or she will recite an already-learned verse again.
To let the leader know your child is ready for the Review,
check the box in the section.

The Under the Apple Tree at-home activities, for
you and your child, help to reinforce and apply
lesson truths. Extra activity options can be
downloaded from the Cubbies HoneyComb ,
Resource Bundle. '



Vest and Handbook Awards
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NOTE: The placement of the two trail emblems depends on which handbook the
child completes in the first year. First year trail emblem should be placed on the left.
Achievement emblems for the HoneyComb handbook complete the letter

C on the vest.
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Cubbies Song

by Shelly Roden
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know that Je-sus |loves us!That's| why we sing this | song. We | hop be -cause we're | hap-py and we |jump and shout for | joy.
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For | Je-sus is a | friend to us. He | loves each girl and || boy. rit.
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