Thank you for Serving!
Today — July 26 Next Sunday — August 2
LITURGIST: Tom Bell Marjorie Vitale
USHERS: Rusty & Tracy McCoy Joe Cox & Sherri Derflinger
ACOLYTES: Isaiah Mallory Daphne Arthur

SECURITY TEAM:

Joe Cox & Ron Hollandsworth

Jim Mattox & Tom Bell

ALTAR TEAM: Connie Bell, Patsy Sparks, & Judy Mike & Sherri Derflinger
Williamson
This Week at St. Paul
Sun, July 26 Frank Wickham & JOY Classes 9:00AM-9:50AM
Worship Service — Christmas in July Service 10:00AM
Mon, July 27 Baby Shop 9:30AM-12:00PM
Thurs, July 30 Carol at PAUMCS meeting, Bonsack UMC 9:00AM-12:00PM
Baby Shop 9:30AM-12:00PM
Fri, July 31 Baby Shop 9:30AM-12:00PM
Sat, Aug 1 Baby Shop 9:30AM-12:00PM
Next Week
Sun, Aug 2 Frank Wickham & JOY Classes 9:00AM- 9:50AM
Worship Service — Holy Communion 10:00AM
Nurture Meeting after Worship, JOY Classroom
Claytor Lake Fun-Children, Youth, & Families 2:00PM-6:00PM
Mon, Aug 3 Baby Shop 9:30AM-12:00PM

Our Church Staff

Mike Derflinger, Pastor, mikederflinger@vaumc.org, 540-631-4469
Carol Slaughter, Administrative Assistant, office@stpaulvaumc.org, 540-382-2410
Ashley Johnson, Director of Youth Ministries, youth@stpaulvaumc.org, 540-250-5587
Carolyn Mills, Organist & Director of Choirs, organist@stpaulvaumc.org

Robin Raines, Custodian, rainesrobin88@yahoo.com

7oaN Saint Paul United Methodist Church
220 West Main Street, Christiansburg, VA 24073

.= r' July 26, 2026 Christmas in July Service Ten O’Clock
j Please ask an usher for assistance for handicap access.
Please turn your cell phone off or mute during worship.

*Please stand for these acts of worship as you are able.
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Welcome! Luke 1:46-56, known as the Magnificat, is Mary’s radical, joyful response to
her calling. Far from a quiet lullaby, it is a revolutionary song for our "Christmas in
July" service proving God delights in upending human power structures, exalting the
humble, and fulfilling His ancient promises of salvation to all generations. God bless
you as we worship.

Gathering & Prelude “Angels We Have Heard On High” Edward Broughton

Welcome Pastor Mike Derflinger

*Unison Scripture Reading Habakkuk 3:17-19 Liturgist Tom Bell
“Though the cherry trees do not blossom and the strawberries do not ripen, though

the apple trees are worm-eaten and the cornfields are stunted and the barns are empty,

I will still offer praise to God. | will take joy in the God of my salvation. | am counting

on God to prevail. | take heart and gain strength because the Lord is my strength. | am
fast and strong like a deer. I feel like I am king of the mountain because | can walk
through this world with confidence.”

*Carols 7196 “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”, w.1,2  Liturgist Tom Bell
7246 “Joy to the World”, all vv.

*The Apostles Creed 881, Traditional Version Liturgist Tom Bell

Children’s Story Pastor Mike Derflinger

Children may go to Children’s Church afterwards.

Announcements Pastor Mike Derflinger

Sharing our Prayer Concerns Pastor Mike Derflinger

Unison Prayer Liturgist Tom Bell
Faithful God, our lives are full of unexpected turns, but we take comfort knowing

that nothing catches You by surprise. Forgive us for the times we magnify our fears

instead of Your faithfulness. Open our hearts today to receive Your grace and truth.

Fill our hunger with Your good gifts, even in the middle of the storm. We pray this

in Jesus’ name, Amen.

Individual, silent confessions


http://www.stpaulvaumc.org/

Words of Pardon and Assurance
Intercessory Prayer (Response: Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer)

The Lord’s Prayer (in unison)

Medley /4314 “What Child is This”, w.1,3 Liturgist Tom Bell
“How Great Our Joy”, (words on screen)

Scripture Luke 1:39-56 Liturgist Tom Bell

Message The Unexpected Song: Finding Joy When Plans Change

Pastor Mike Derflinger

Stewardship Minute Participating In Mary’s Song Pastor Mike Derflinger

Offertory Prayer Liturgist Tom Bell
God of unexpected callings and grace, like Mary, our hearts are full of wonder today.

You look at us—imperfect, ordinary people—and You call us partners in Your work.

We bring You these gifts today. We know they are just a small reflection of Your

massive generosity. Receive our money, our energy, and our time. May our resources

and our personalities, like Mary’s song, magnify Your presence in our world; through

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Offertory Meditation on “Stille Nacht” Franklin Ritter
*Doxology

*Recap

*Carol 43240 “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”, all wv.

*Benediction Pastor Mike Derflinger

*Postlude “Joy To The World”
“God Rest You Merry, Gentlemen”

Traditional English Christmas Carol

George Frideric Handel

If you are new to St. Paul, we hope you will worship with us again very soon.
To catch all of our previous services, please go to our YouTube Channel
StPaulUMCChristiansburgVA.

Personal Reflection & Discussion Guide * Luke 1:39-46

Look Back: Think of a time when your life took an unexpected, unwanted detour.
How did God reveal His presence or faithfulness to you during that season?

Look Inside: In your current season of life, what are you most tempted to "magnify"—your
problems and anxieties, or God’s character and promises? How can you practically shift your
focus this week?

Look Around: Mary rejoiced because God exalts the humble and fills the hungry. Who in your
immediate circle or community is feeling lowly or empty right now, and how can you bring them
God’s love and encouragement?

Please remember our members and neighbors in assisted living:

Kroontje Health Care Center, 1000 Litton Ln., Blacksburg, VA 24060
Ruth Boothe, rm 308, Cell: 919-906-5097

English Meadows, 3400 South Point Dr., Blacksburg, VA 24060
Wayne & Dolores Brockenbrough, Apt.217
Margaret Woolwine, rm. 235

Commonwealth Senior Living, 201 Wheatland Ct., Christiansburg, VA 24073
Bonnie Cochran, rm. 208
Mary Childress, rm. 113

328 Fieldstone Ln., Blacksburg, VA 24060
Kathy Davis
(540-250-2163 - mail cards to Rachel Link, 1534 Catawba Rd., Blacksburg, VA 24060)

3719 Knollridge Rd., Salem, VA 24153
Marg Modlin

Manchester Commons — Woodside Place, 6351 West Lake Road, Erie, PA 16505
Roger & Brenda Woolwine, Brenda’s Cell Number: 540-320-0986
And our dear friends and neighbors:

650 N Jefferson St., Apt. 218, Roanoke, VA 24016
Former Pastor: Rev. Art & Willie Wingfield




Worship Attendance July 19, 2026

In-Person Children’s | Livestreaming YouTube Total
Adults Church (Real Time) (Recorded) Worship
66 9 9 61 145

July Stewardship
AMOUNT NEEDED FOR JULY $32,500. We have four Sundays in July.
July Offering Counters: Wayne Bishop, Doris Elliott

PRAYER LIST — Team John is our Caring Team this week
SPUMC Congregation, friends, family members and neighbors

Cancer Patients:
Rob Bedford, Kathy G. Davis, Jamie Epperly, Jan Jackson, Susan Perry

Parkinson’s: Jim Clark

Alzheimer’s: Roger Woolwine
Kenny J.

Health Issues: Bob Dickenson, Vicki Sciarretta
Amos Blair, Mike & Caren Gallimore, Mike Lee, Debra Scanland (friend of Priscilla Rollins)

Recuperating from Surgery at Home: Les Badillo, Doug Kanney
Harold Spencer, Denise Spencer’s dad

Grieving: Billie Hill and Betty Semones on the passing of their brother Barnett Beamer
Friends and Family of Matt McCoy

TOTAL JULY STEWARDSHIP 07/19 Total
General Fund — Offerings and Loose Plate $4,005 $9,455
General Fund — Online Giving $727.90 $3,476.16
SPECIAL OFFERINGS JULY 07/19 Total
Communion Offering (Baby Shop) $25 $90
Alta Mons Scholarship $50 $150
Baby Shop $30 $110
Volunteers in Mission $ $360
Pastor Discretionary Fund $ $500
Flowers $ $20
Music Program $200 $200

St Paul envisions
“Growing into a most Vibrant, Joyful Christian Community,

Unified in Loving Service to our Neighbors, for the Glory of God.”
--Vision Statement, approved by Church Council, 2018—

Phone: (540)382-2410 Fax: (540)382-1373
Church Website: www.stpaulvaumec.org
Church Office Hours: Monday — Friday 9:00AM — 3:30PM

A

4BRIDGECHURCH

If you wish to place someone on the prayer list for prayer only, please contact the church office, or write
their name on the attendance pad with “prayer” after their name. If a person would like to receive
ministry from our caring teams (cards, phone calls, visits, food, etc.) please list an address/phone number
for our caring teams. Thank you!

Flowers are placed on the altar today in celebration of Patsy Sparks birthday.
~ Love, Gary and Family

Birthday Celebrations this week — Patsy Sparks on July 26"; Meggan Marshall on July 27®;
Bill Kennedy on July 28"; Randy Moran, George Rust IV, & Sally Woolwine on July 29"; Ruth
Lefko, Nancy Mattox, & Cord Sherman on July 30"; Rhonda Reynolds & Mark Winbery on July
31%; Neal Eaton, Kenna Fox, & Margaret Woolwine on August 1%, Happy Birthday to all!

Wedding Anniversary Celebrations this week — Henry & Lisa Bass on July 29",
Happy Anniversary!



Thanks to all who helped make St. Paul night at VBS a success. Monetary donations, help
serving and cleaning up, food pickup and delivery- it all went into making our night go
smoothly. The youngsters enjoyed the meal and we enjoyed helping. A win- win for sure!

~ Karen Poff

Save the Date:

Sunday, August 2"

Claytor Lake Fun at the Clark's for children, youth and families
2-5pm

More details to come.

Save the Date:

Sunday, August 9t

10:00am Worship Service

Back to School Sunday and Blessing of the Backpacks

Alta Mons Celebration Sunday

*If you have any pictures from Alta Mons this year, please send to Ashley by July 20th for
inclusion in the worship service.

Nurture Team — Bike Group: Current and potential future bike riders, the Bike Group would
like to gather information, (names, phone number, email) in order to better communicate with
the group and for potential time/date changes, weather postponements, etc. Please send your
information to Barry King at slcountrycrafts@yahoo.com, or call 304-887-7093. Thank you!

The Bike Group is in need of old/used bikes — if anyone has any old/used bikes they are no
longer using and would like to donate to the bike group, please see Barry King or Sherry
Spencer. These will be used for folks that would like to ride but do not have a bike. Thank you!

Nurture Bike Group — Save the Dates!

Plan ahead now for the final bike rides of the year! Locations will be decided and announced
closer to each date:

August 15", 10:00AM

September 12", 10:00AM

October 11", 10:00AM


mailto:slcountrycrafts@yahoo.com

