
STAY CONNECTED WITH US! 

Do you want to be the first to know about upcoming events for families, youth, 

and children?  We'd love to keep you in the loop!  Please share your contact 

information with Danna Larson (dllsitka@gmail.com), or by filling out the 

connection card in the back of the pew and putting it in the offering plate. We 

look forward to staying connected with you! 

 

CALENDAR 

 

Sunday, August 2  

10:00 a.m. Worship and Faith Formation for Children 

11:15 a.m. Adult Sunday School Class Planning Meeting 

 

Monday, August 3 

9:00 a.m. Youth Road Trip to Fairbanks 

 

Tuesday, August 4 

Youth Road Trip to Fairbanks 

6:00 p.m. I Street Garden Volunteers 

 

Wednesday, August 5 

Youth Road Trip to Fairbanks 

12:00 p.m. Contemplative Walking Group 

 

Thursday, August 6 

Youth Return from Road Trip to Fairbanks 

10:00 a.m. Pioneer Home worship service 

 

Sunday, August 9 

10:00 a.m. Worship Service and Faith Formation 

11:15 a.m. Meeting with Matt in Fellowship Hall 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

****************************** 

Reverend Matthew Schultz 

mschultz@firstpresanchorage.org 

 

Danna Larson, Director of Faith Formation & Mission 

dllsitka@gmail.com 

First Presbyterian Church Anchorage 

616 W 10th Avenue, Anchorage AK 99501 

fpchurch@firstpresanchorage.org 

 

Announcements For August 2, 2026 

FAITH FORMATION: Join us for “Prayers and Popsicles” after children are 

dismissed from worship.   

 

THE CHILDCARE CENTER room is open today for children five and under, 

but there is no childcare staff today.   

 

JOIN US TODAY FOR: 

10:00 a.m. Worship 

11:15 a.m. Adult Sunday School Class Planning Meeting 

 

“PRAYERS AND POPSICLES” FOR CHILDREN 

Today is “The Family Table” Sunday for children.  After they are dismissed from 

worship, children will meet in the Godly Play room or outside for prayers and 

popsicles.  The time will include learning a new way to pray and enjoying 

popsicles.  The children will return to worship for communion. 

 

MEETING WITH MATT 

Please join us after worship on August 9 for a discussion with Matt and Session 

members to ask questions or give feedback about his campaign, and to ask each 

other "What Did We Learn?”  A light lunch will be served.  
 

KEEP OUR YOUTH IN PRAYER THIS WEEK  

Five youth and two adults will leave tomorrow for an “on the road” retreat to 

Fairbanks.  The trip will give the youth a chance to discover new parts of Alaska, 

strengthen their relationships, and reflect on ways to support one another’s faith 

formation.  The participants will be hiking in Denali, checking out Fairbanks’ 

attractions and doing “random acts of kindness” while stopped for road 

construction delays.  While in Fairbanks, the group will stay at University 

Community Presbyterian Church and participate in service projects at the church 

and in the community.  Please keep the youth and leaders, Danna Larson and 

Bonnie Allen, in your prayers this week.  Thank you for supporting this youth 

ministry opportunity through your financial donations to FPC. 

 

REMINDER REGARDING WORSHIP TIME CHANGE 

Reminder that beginning September 13, 2026 the worship service time will 

change to 11:00 a.m. 

 

DONATIONS OF SCHOOL SUPPLIES NEEDED 

School starts in three weeks, and we need your help collecting basic supplies for 

students of all ages.  Please bring donations to FPC by Sunday, August 9.  

Needed items include #2 pencils, pens, backpacks, scissors, glue sticks, rulers, 
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24-count crayons, and erasers.  Expo markers and whiteboard erasers for 

teachers are also welcome.  Donations will go to Fairview Elementary School 

and ECWS families to help children start the school year well. 

 

BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS – SUMMER PICNIC   

Join us Sunday, August 23 as we celebrate children and staff going back to 

school during our 10:00 a.m. worship service followed by a church picnic at 

11:00 a.m.  All students are invited to bring backpacks for the "Blessing of the 

Backpacks."  Following the worship service, join others for a picnic and games 

on the lawn organized by the Deacons and the Christian Education Committee.  

Hot dogs and hamburgers will be provided for the picnic, and you are invited to 

bring a side dish.  If you would like to lend a hand with setting up for the picnic 

or helping with games on the lawn, please contact the church office. 

 

FPC COMMUNITY GARDEN  

FPC volunteers have been harvesting kale, squash, lettuce and radishes from the 

I Street Community Garden.  Vegetables from the garden are donated to the 

Lutheran Social Services Food Bank. Members of the Service-Engagement 

Committee currently tend the garden on Tuesdays from 6:00 – 7:30 p.m.  If 

you’d like to see the garden, stop by on a Tuesday evening and take a look! 

 

CONTEMPLATIVE WAKING GROUP WILL MEET AT FPC 

Join the contemplative walking group for walking and conversation on 

Wednesdays at noon at First Presbyterian Church.  The group walks for about 20 

minutes and then gathers for conversation centered on a biblical passage.    

 

CHILDCARE STAFF NEEDED 

We are still looking for one additional childcare staff for Sundays.  If you know 

of someone who might be interested in helping out, please tell them about our 

need and have them contact the church office.  If you are interested in 

volunteering on an occasional basis that will work as well!  Contact Danna 

Larson. 

 

SAVE THE DATE—ALL-CHURCH RETREAT 

When:  Saturday, September 12, 9:00 a.m. – 8:30 p.m. 

Where:  Birchwood Camp 

Join us for a full day together at Birchwood Camp!  This year’s retreat theme is 

Asking Good Questions, with new activities designed to spark curiosity and 

conversation.  We’ll also bring back your favorites from last year—boating, 

campfire, singing, and puzzles in the lodge.  More details coming soon.  Mark 
your calendar and plan to join us! 

 

MUSIC UPDATE 

The Choir and Handbells weekly rehearsals will resume in late August.  

However, musicians are encouraged to sign up and provide Special Music 

offerings throughout the summer!  Soloists, small groups, singers, and 

instrumentalists are welcome.  Contact the church office 907-272-6411 to 

schedule a Sunday slot.  You can also reach out to Lisa Geist, choir director, at 

lkgeist@yahoo.com with any questions.  

 

VOICE FOR THE UNHEARD 

Are you looking for information on how to practice loving your neighbor 

through the practice of advocacy?  Several handouts are available in the narthex 

to guide and support you through the process.  You can also find resources by 

googling the PC(USA) Office of Public Witness, or organizations like Bread for 

the World at bread.org. 

 

FOOD BANK SENIOR BOX BUILD 

The next Sr. Box Build is scheduled for Wednesday, August 19, 2026 from 9:00 

a.m. to 12:00 p.m. at Food Bank Alaska.  If you’ve volunteered before, please go 

to the Food Bank website to sign up as you have in the past.  If you’re a first-

time volunteer, you’ll need to complete a profile as part of getting registered.  

Please contact Rich Jackson at 907-727-9217 (cell/text) or via email: 

rjackson6098@gmail.com with any questions or if you need assistance signing 

up. 

 

KNOW YOUR RIGHTS 

Know your rights, be prepared.  A handout is available in the foyer with links 

provided by ACLU which may be helpful for immigrants or refugees seeking to 

understand the evolving federal policies.  Our church staff is always available to 

listen to your concerns, pray with you, and work to connect you with those who 

can provide legal advice.  Call 907-272-6411 or email 

mschultz@firstpresanchorage.org. 

 

SIGN UP FOR PC(USA) ACTION ALERTS 

Are you struggling with the “how” and “what” of advocating with and for your 

neighbors?  The Presbyterian Church (USA)’s Office of Public Witnesss’ 

“Action Alerts” can notify you over email and/or text about the topics, items, and 

events that Presbyterians nationwide are raising their voices to address.  Go to 

their website to sign up.  https://www,votervoice.net/mobile/PCUSA/home. 

 

REGISTER FOR A BIRCHWOOD CAMP 

Check out the Birchwood Camp summer schedule.  There are weeklong camps 

for people of all ages but the camps are especially geared for elementary and 

youth.  FPC is hoping that we can get at least six from our church to attend camp 

this summer.  Scholarships are available to help support those who want to 
attend.  Pick up a brochure on the information table or go to the Birchwood 

Camp website: https://birchwoodcamp.org/camps.  

 

 

 

mailto:lkgeist@yahoo.com
mailto:rjackson6098@gmail.com
mailto:mschultz@firstpresanchorage.org
https://birchwoodcamp.org/camps

