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Honest Bible Study - Lesson 1 
 

1. IN THE BEGINNING 
 

In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. Genesis 1:1 (ESV) 
 
Most will recognize this the first sentence in our English Bibles, ‘In the beginning’ 

signifies a start.  But unfortunately, for so many, it is the start of disbelief.  Our lives are full of 
opportunities to make choices, and this lesson is intended to help with the initial and most 
basic of all choices… Do you believe in God? 

      
The fact that you are still reading this lesson means that your curiosity is peaked, and 

you are open to the potential of God’s existence, and I’m not surprised. God has built a desire 
to seek Him into each one of us. 

 
We’ll talk more about the Bible (God’s word) in a little bit, but for now, consider this 

passage from Acts 17:24-28 and listen to how Paul describes God to unbelievers in Athens 
 
The God who made the world and everything in it, being Lord of heaven and earth, does 

not live in temples made by man, [25] nor is He served by human hands, as though He needed 
anything, since He himself gives to all mankind life and breath and everything. [26] And He 
made from one man every nation of mankind to live on all the face of the earth, having 
determined allotted periods and the boundaries of their dwelling place, [27] that they should 
seek God, and perhaps feel their way toward Him and find Him. Yet He is actually not far from 
each one of us, [28] for “‘In Him we live and move and have our being’; as even some of your 
own poets have said, “‘For we are indeed His offspring.’” (ESV) 

 
Notice what Paul says…  God is the creator, He doesn’t live in earthly temples, He wants 

us to look for Him, and He is not far away. 
 
With this in mind, we will follow a method of disciplined questioning which is designed 

to help us make some basic choices on the subject.  This method was first used by Socrates 
over 400 years before Jesus was born.  The Socratic method is intended to use our individual 
critical thinking skills to find answers and/or identify flaws in our logic. 

 
If questions are answered honestly and assumptions discovered and followed to their 

reasonable end, then a logical conclusion should be reached.  One of the most important 
fundamentals in Socratic questioning and structured logic in general is the ‘law of non-
contradiction’.  The ‘law of non-contradiction’ states that something cannot be two different 
things at the same time and in the same sense. 
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Law of Non-Contradiction 
 

Something cannot be two different things 
at the same time and in the same sense. 

 
Proponents of religious pluralism claim that all religions teach essentially the same great 

truths.  Thus, all religions are equally valid paths up the mountain to “God.” But is this 
possible? The answer is no, WHY?  

 
Again, it can’t be possible because it violates the most fundamental law of logic, the law 

of non-contradiction.  It cannot be both daytime and nighttime in the same place at the same 
time.  Something cannot be both wet and dry, hot and cold, etc. 

 
All world religions are clearly different in their essential beliefs. The nature of God, the 

concepts of salvation, and other major doctrines vary greatly among the world’s religions. If 
two religions teach opposing views on these essentials, they can’t both be right.  They may 
both be wrong, but only one can be correct!  

 
Consider the following common statements regarding God: 

• There is one God (Christian, Jewish, Muslim) and believing anything else is a sin 

• There are many gods (Greek, Roman, Hindu, and many Asian beliefs) 

They cannot both be correct.  Therefore, followed to its logical conclusion, the 
fundamental presupposition of religious pluralism—that all religions are true—is logically 
impossible. 

 
QUESTIONS:  TRUE OR FALSE – CIRCLE CORRECT ANSWER 

      
T   F 1. Based on what is recorded in Acts 17: God created the world. 

T   F 2. Based on what is recorded in Acts 17: God has no interest in mankind. 

T   F  3. Socrates used a disciplined method of questioning to determine if a conclusion is 
logical.  

T   F 4. Something can be two different things at the same time and in the same sense. 

T   F  5. It is reasonable to believe it can be both daytime and nighttime in the same place and 
time. 

T   F 6. All religions, including no religion, are all equally valid. 

T   F 7. It is impossible for there to be both one God and many gods. 
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FILL IN THE BLANKS 
 
1. “In the ________________, God created the ___________ and the __________. Genesis 1:1 

2. God has built a desire to _______________ Him into each one of us. 

3. _____________ questioning was used by Socrates over _____ years before Jesus was born. 

4. The ‘law of non-contradiction’ states that something ______________ be two different 
things at the same _____________ and in the same ______________. 

5. Concerning world religions, they may all be ________________, but only one can be 
______________ 

2. GOD 
 

When we contemplate the existence of God and our level of participation in His plan, we 
must also consider the outcome or consequences of our choices. This means that when we 
make a decision specific to a particular question, we must also understand the consequences 
of that decision. 

 
For example:  How did life start on this planet?  There are two basic choices to decide 

between: 
1. We are here due to an infinite number of positive accidents (chance) 
2. An intelligent being created this planet and all life including mankind (creation) 

 
Both can’t be true.  Are there other more reasonable options?  For now, let’s assume 

that these are the only two options (most of the world does).  How do you decide between the 
two? 

If we decide that ‘chance’ is the correct answer, then logic dictates that we run the 
choice out to its natural conclusion.  This means that we are willing to accept the huge 
statistical challenge for probability to account for all the things necessary for life to happen by 
chance. There are thousands of variables necessary for the formation of life and just as many 
more to sustain it. 

 
Supporters of the chance theory identify that while there are lots of variables with 

enough time it would be possible.  To test this logic, let’s use a simple example with something 
much easier to understand.  The ‘Infinite Monkey Theorem’ states that with enough time and 
enough monkeys, one would randomly type the works of Shakespeare. 

 
Let’s calculate the odds of getting just one 6 letter word correct.  On a normal keyboard 

there are approximately 50 keys used for normal typing (let’s assume the rest are removed).  
When you consider 50 keys and a needed combination of 6 letters the odds of randomly typing 
the correct 6 keys are 1 in 15 billion.  To get two words in a row, 1 in 225 billion.  That’s not 
counting capitalization, punctuation, spacing, etc. When we consider the number of variables 
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needed for an inhabitable planet, for creation and diversity of life, and to sustain life for 
thousands of years, randomly typing the works of Shakespeare would be easier and would take 
longer than the scientific view of the age of the universe. 

 
The other option is that God, an infinite Spiritual being, in wisdom and intelligence 

designed what we see around us.  The creation included the solar system, planets, plants and 
animals including mankind. 

 
Read Genesis 1:1-2:3 
 

Summary of God’s Order of Creation 
Day Text Accomplishment 
Day 1 Genesis 1:1-5 Light separated from Darkness 
Day 2 Genesis 1:6-8 Sky (Heaven) and Waters (above and below) 
Day 3 Genesis 1:9-13 Land with Vegetation and Seas 
Day 4 Genesis 1:14-19 Sun, Moon, Stars 
Day 5 Genesis 1:20-23 Fish and Birds 
Day 6 Genesis 1:24-31 Land animals and Mankind 
Day 7 Genesis 2:2-3 God Rested and declared the 7th Day Holy 

 
In this option, there is no need for chance or probability or infinite time.  God simply 

spoke what we see around us into existence. 
 
From God’s perspective the creation itself is proof of His existence.  Because mankind 

refuses to recognize this and instead suppresses the truth God has become angry with His 
creation. This is described in Romans 1:18-23 -- For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven 
against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who by their unrighteousness suppress the 
truth. [19] For what can be known about God is plain to them, because God has shown it to 
them. [20] For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine nature, have been 
clearly perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in the things that have been made. So 
they are without excuse. [21] For although they knew God, they did not honor him as God or 
give thanks to him, but they became futile in their thinking, and their foolish hearts were 
darkened. [22] Claiming to be wise, they became fools, [23] and exchanged the glory of the 
immortal God for images resembling mortal man and birds and animals and creeping things. 

 
The writer, speaking for God, goes on to say in verse 25 that what we’ve done, when we 

refuse to believe in Him, is “exchanged the truth about God for a lie and worshiped and served 
the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever! Amen.”   

 
So, what will you choose?  Are we here in this moment because of ‘chance’ OR because 

an all-powerful God wanted us to exist?  This is a very important question since if you choose 
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God, He has a plan for you. Jeremiah 29:11 -- For I know the plans I have for you, declares the 
LORD, plans for welfare and not for evil, to give you a future and a hope. (ESV) 

 

Occam’s Razor 
~~ states that ~~ 

The simplest explanation (one with fewest assumptions) is more likely true. 

 
QUESTIONS:  TRUE OR FALSE – CIRCLE CORRECT ANSWER 

      
T   F 1. When we make a decision, we must also accept the consequences. 

T   F 2. The odds for all the elements necessary for life occurring by chance are reasonable. 

T   F  3. The Bible tells us that God created the sun, moon, and stars.  

T   F 4. God created man and woman on the first day. 

T   F  5. God is ok when mankind chooses to ignore Him. 

T   F 6. The simplest explanation (fewest assumptions) is more likely correct. 

T   F 7. We are here because God created the heavens and the earth and everything we see 
in nature. 
 

FILL IN THE BLANKS 
 
1. Chance OR Creation, _____________ can’t be _____________. 

2. “For what can be known about _________ is plain to them, because _________ has shown 
it to them.” 

3. On Day 3 God created ____________ with __________________ and _____________ 

4. On the _____________ day, God rested. 

5. “For I know the __________ I have for you, declares the _________, plans for ___________ 
and not for evil, to give you a ____________and a ____________. 

 
3. THE BIBLE 

 
Now that we have answered the question about the existence of God it is important 

that we understand a little more about Him and His desire for Mankind. Since we believe that 
He exists, and He is angry when we do not recognize Him as God, are we capable of pleasing 
Him if left on our own? Jeremiah 10:23 -- I know, O LORD, that the way of man is not in himself, 
that it is not in man who walks to direct his steps. (ESV) God has not left us alone, as creator He 
knows us better than we know ourselves and Has left us instructions on how to live and get the 
most out of this life. 
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God’s instructions are in the Bible. In Lesson 2 we will cover more about what the Bible 

is but for now, let’s consider the concept itself.  We have another choice to make.  Is the Bible 
God’s word containing both a History of His people and Instructions for life or just another 
book? This is another place where it can’t be both. 

 
The Bible claims to be the ‘word of God’ inspired by Him even though written down by 

various people over a period of 2000 years. Inspiration is the process of ensuring everything we 
have recorded for us is exactly what God wanted it to be and He has preserved it over time so 
that it continues to be what we need today. 

 
Consider the following passages regarding the Bible. 
 
Jesus telling us about God’s word: John 12:48–49 -- The one who rejects Me and does 

not receive My words has a judge; the word that I have spoken will judge him on the last day. 
[49] For I have not spoken on My own authority, but the Father who sent Me has Himself given 
Me a commandment—what to say and what to speak. (ESV) 

 
Jesus again, describing the permanency of what is written in the Bible: Matthew 24:35 -- 

Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. (ESV) 
 
Paul writing to Timothy: 2 Timothy 3:14–17 -- But as for you, continue in what you have 

learned and have firmly believed, knowing from whom you learned it [15] and how from 
childhood you have been acquainted with the sacred writings, which are able to make you wise 
for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. [16] All Scripture is breathed out by God and 
profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, [17] that 
the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work. (ESV) 

 
Peter telling us the outcome of knowing God’s word: 2 Peter 1:3–4 -- His divine power 

has granted to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge of Him 
who called us to His own glory and excellence, [4] by which He has granted to us His precious 
and very great promises, so that through them you may become partakers of the divine nature, 
having escaped from the corruption that is in the world because of sinful desire. (ESV) 

 
The Apostle John describing the importance of following only the Bible: 2 John 9–11 -- 

Everyone who goes on ahead and does not abide in the teaching of Christ, does not have God. 
Whoever abides in the teaching has both the Father and the Son. [10] If anyone comes to you 
and does not bring this teaching, do not receive him into your house or give him any greeting, 
for whoever greets him takes part in his wicked works. (ESV) 
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When you read and understand these scriptures then you cannot simply relegate the 
Bible into the category of another book. It is either the ‘word of God’ to be followed or it is a 
book of lies and should not be read.  It can’t be both. 

 

Galatians 6:7 

Do not be deceived: God is not mocked, for whatever 
one sows, that will he also reap. 

 
QUESTIONS:  YES OR NO 

 
____ 1. Does God have a plan for mankind? 
 
____ 2. Is the Bible God’s word? 
 
____ 3. Was the Bible written by people based on whatever they wanted to say? 
 
____ 4. Will the word of God last forever?  
 
____ 5. It is reasonable to just read the Bible, but not believe everything it says? 
 

FILL IN THE BLANKS 
 
1. “I know, O LORD, that the ________ of man is not in ___________, that it is not in man who 

walks to ____________ his steps.” 

2. “The one who ___________ me and does not receive my _____________ has a judge; the 
______________ that I have spoken will judge him on the _________ day.” 

3. “_______________ and ______________ will pass away, but my words will not pass away 

4. “All Scripture is ________________ out by God” 

5. “His divine power has granted to us _____ things that pertain to _____ and ____________. 

 
WHAT WE HAVE LEARNED FROM THIS LESSON 

 
● It is reasonable to believe in an almighty God. 
● What we see around us in nature was created by God 
● God made sure that we have availability of His word so we can understand His plan for 

us.  
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