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The Church is open for prayer during ienachurch.or
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unless otherwise announced Y 0:00-2:00 PM

Weekday Mass is at 31 Asbury Road Until Further Notice.
31 Asbury Rd, Farmingdale, NJ 07727 « 732-938-5375 « info@sienachurch.org



Our Pastor’s Sunday Message

Dear Friends in Christ,

As we hear Jesus proclaim, “I have come not to abolish but to fulfill,” it is important to
understand what He means. Jesus does not reduce holiness to the literal keeping of
minute regulations. In fact, at times He challenges common interpretations of Sabbath rest
and gives little importance to ritual practices when they are separated from love.
Fulfillment means that in Jesus, what the Law and the prophets only announced has finally
arrived. In Him, the fullness God intended is revealed and made possible.

This fulfillment includes continuity and deepening—but it also involves newness. For
Matthew, the core teaching is this: the Law is the expression of God’s will, and that will is
now centered on Jesus Christ. He is the heart of the Law. Jesus teaches us how to do the will
of God fully by going beneath the surface of the commandments and avoiding the danger of
formalism.

In a series of teachings (“You have heard it said... but | say to you...”), Jesus applies God’s law
to real situations in community life—situations that demand right relationship and
reconciliation.

On Anger:

Moses forbids killing because it is the most extreme form of broken relationship in the
community. Jesus goes further, warning that contempt and insulting speech can fuel
anger, conflict, and even violence. He calls His followers to seek reconciliation quickly—so
urgently, in fact, that He tells us to be reconciled with one another before offering our gift at
the altar. He also urges us not to let conflict escalate into resentment, retaliation, or constant
litigation.

On Adultery:

Just as anger can lead to killing, Jesus teaches that a lustful gaze can be the beginning of
adultery. To look with lust is to reduce another person to an object of desire; lust
dehumanizes. Jesus restores the dignity and sacredness of marriage, teaching that it is a holy
union in which two become one flesh. Any attempt to disrupt that covenant is not only a sin
against another person, but a sin against one’s own body and against the Lord.

On Divorce:

Scripture describes God’s covenant love for His people using the language of spousal
fidelity, and the Lord declares plainly, “I hate divorce.” Jesus reinforces the sacredness and
permanence of marriage as part of God’s design. St. Paul echoes this teaching, calling
spouses to mirror Christ’s love for the Church: “Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ
loved the Church and handed himself over for her... He who loves his wife loves himself... for
no one hates his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, as Christ does the Church.”
Marriage is meant to be a faithful, life-giving covenant rooted in love and sacrifice.

On Oaths:

Finally, Jesus focuses on honesty and integrity in relationships. His disciples should be people
whose “yes” means yes and whose “no” means no. We must not make promises we intend
to break or use words to manipulate. Christian integrity is shown when our words match our
actions. In all of these teachings, Jesus is not lowering the standard—He is deepening it. He
calls us beyond external compliance into an interior conversion of heart. May the Lord help
us live His commandments not as mere rules, but as a path of love: reconciliation instead of
anger, purity instead of lust, fidelity instead of hardness of heart, and truthfulness instead of
empty words.

God bless you— Father Angelito

SUNDAY READINGS

First Reading:

No one does he

command to act unjustly,
to none does he give

license to sin. (Sir 15:20)

Psalm:

Blessed are they who
follow the law of the
Lord! (Ps 119)

Second Reading:
Rather, we speak of
God’s wisdom,
mysterious, hidden,
which God
predetermined before the
ages for our glory.
(1 Cor 2:7)

Gospel:
“I tell you, unless your
righteousness surpasses
that of the scribes and
Pharisees,
you will not enter the
kingdom of heaven.”
(Mt 5:20)



We are Ca I Ied For the Sick of our Community

If you or a loved one needs Anointing of the Sick

To know, love, and serve as Jesus did. or homebound visitation with
Holy Communion, please contact the parish

m@% Let Us Pray For: office at 732-938-5375.

Saturday - February 14

4:30 PM { Amparo Millan Dominguez /b Loving Daughter, Amparo
Altar Flowers are donated in Loving Memory

e

Sunday - February 15
.wwws 8:00 AM tDonna Rossi r/b Loving Sister, JoAnn
— 10:00 AM 1 Laurie Ksasowski /b Loving Husband & Family
11:30 AM t Michael J. O’Neill /b Anne Hilker
Monday * February 16
9:00 AM t Julia Grybowski /b Daughters & Family
Tuesday - February 17
9:00 AM t Vera Baumgart Living Intention /b George & JoAnn
Wednesday - February 18

9:00 AM t Mario Pennetti /b James Walsh

NOON i Nancy Beams Baehny r/b Husband, Tom & Family
7:00 PM t John Napoli /b Lombardi Family

Thursday - February 19

9:00 AM i Frank Delibero /b Dominick Pondaco & Family

Friday - February 20

9:00 AM t Eleanor Szalc /b Jim & Virginia Piccolo

Lent Begins:

Jownney with (leist

THROUGH LENT



Know

To knowy, is learning to trust God.

GENERAL INFORMATION

Annulment

The Church encourages divorced and
remarried persons to pursue annulment.
To arrange a confidential discussion,
email deacondan@sienachurch.org

Becoming Catholic

Are you an adult interested in becoming
Catholic and receiving the Sacraments of
Baptism, Confirmation and Eucharist?

The Order of Christian Initiation of Adults
(OCIA) is for you! Contact the parish
office at 732-938-5375 or email
passociate@sienachurch.org.

Bulletin

Please email submission requests by
5:00 PM 14 days before the weekend
bulletin date, to bulletin@sienachurch.org

Change of Name/Phone/
Address

Update information to
officeassistant@sienachurch.org

Faith Formation | Children

Our Parish Religious Education Program
(PREP) is for children in K through 8th
grade. Inquire to, email
prep@sienachurch.org or call the parish
office at 732-938-5375.

Faith Formation | Teens

Our Parish Religious Education Program
(PREP) has sacramental preparation and
ministry opportunities for teens,

grade 9 -12. Inquire to email
prep@sienachurch.org. or call the

parish office at 732-938-5375.

Sacraments
Baptism

Parish families who wish to have a child
baptized should be registered in the
parish. First time parents are to take a
pre-baptismal class before the sacrament
of baptism. Classes are offered monthly.
Please call the parish office at
732-938-5375 for further information.

Confirmation/ First Eucharist
Children

Preparation is a two- year process for
children in our Parish Religious
Education Program. (PREP) For those
seeking the sacraments, please email
prep@sienachurch.org or call the
parish office at 732-938-5375.

Confirmation/ First Eucharist
Young Adults/Adults

If you've been baptized Catholic but never
received First Communion or
Confirmation, we invite you to complete
your sacraments of initiation! Contact the
parish office at 732-938-5375 or email
passociate@sienachurch.org.

Marriage

For parishioners (attending 6 months or
more), a minimum of one year preparation
is required. It is recommended to contact
the parish office before booking venue.

Sacramental Records

To request a sacramental record, i.e.,
copies of Baptismal Certificates,

First Eucharist Certificates, Confirmation
Certificates, Marriage Certificates email
officeassistant@sienachurch.org.

Welcome
Visitors

We warmly welcome all
visitors joining us today at

St. Catherine of Siena Parish—
whether you are here for the
first time, visiting family, or
simply passing through.

We are blessed by your
presence and hope you feel at
home in this house of God.

If you are new to the area and
would like to learn more about
our parish community, or how
to register, please contact the
parish office at 732-938-5375.

May the peace of Christ
be with you during your time
with us!

UL AM




Love

To love is to learn how to follow Christ together.

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK
Reflect and Respond

To love is to learn how to
follow Christ together.
Love is not just a feeling—
it’s a daily decision to walk
with others in faith,
humility, and compassion.
As Christ loved us, we are
called to love one another:
with patience in difficulty,
generosity in need, and
mercy in weakness.

1st Reading Question

Sirach speaks of the human freedom to
choose between good and evil and of
God’s desire for us to act justly.

What good could you do this week for
a friend or family member?

2nd Reading Question

When we love as Christ
loves, we become
instruments of His peace
and healing in the world.
True Christian love unites
us, strengthens the Church,
and draws others closer to
God.

Paul teaches that God reveals His wisdom
to us through the Holy Spirit.

How might you be more open to listen-
ing to the Holy Spirit in your daily life?

Gospel Question

Jesus offers stern warnings against
breaking the commandments, holding
grudges, committing adultery, divorcing
your spouse, and falsifying oaths.

Why do you think Jesus holds us to

Let us love not just in words,
but in action—serving,
forgiving, and building each

Live the Liturgy
Inspiration of the Week

Jesus does not want us to live
within the law — he wants the law
to live within us. God’s law,
fulfilled by His Son, is rich soil.

We must let it nourish the words
and the decisions of our Christian
life — only then will it flow forth
into the world.

other up in Christ. such high moral expectations?

Observances for the 1

week of LENTEN REGULATIONS )

February 15, 2026 Fast & Abstinence: Ash Wednesday and Good Friday 2
(one full meal). Go

Monday: Abstinence (no meat): Ash Wednesday, Good Friday, and

Presidents’ Day all Fridays of Lent.
Tuesday:

The Seven Holy Founders
of the Servite Order

Wednesday:
Ash Wednesday

Thursday:
Friday:

Saturday:

St. Peter Damian, Bishop =
and Doctor of the Church Trinity Sunday).
Next Sunday:

Ist Sunday of Lent

A
:
ok
-
4

Fast: Ages 1 85 9Ash Wednesday & Good Friday) (one full meal).
Abstinence: Age 14+ (days listed above).
Meat is not permitted; eggs and dairy are permitted.

Excused: Those who are ill, including the physically or mental-
ly ill, and especially chronic illness, pregnant or nursing wom-
en. Please use common sense and do not jeopardize health.

Easter Duty: Receive Holy Communion at least once during

the Easter season (First Sunday of Lent through

The Bishop's full letter is available on our parish website.
www.sienachurch.org



AROUND THE DIOCESE

Highlights, Events, and Opportunities for Our Parish Community.

Sacred Scrip

,,BEING NOURISHED BY
WISDOM OF GOD’S W(Q

Maﬂ"’

| ALLAN WRIGHT

Author of Parenting Day by Day and New Catholic
Bible for Youth, Speaker, Professor and
Executive Director of NJ Family Policy Center

REGISTER NOW

N, o

4

Of ferings at Franci
Trenton Diocesan Sqi
Retreat House

84 Walnford Road ¢ Allentown, NJ 08501
609-877-0509 or FHOP@verizon.net

Please check www.FHOP.org for dates, reg-
istration, directions and for our other

offerings!

SOWING SACRED SEEDS
Monday, March2 9:30 AM -1 : PM

This Lenten retreat will focus on the seeds of love
that have been sewn in us and for us by others.
We will notice, too, the seeds of love that we
have sown in othersélives. You will receive Vince
Gallagher® new book, Sowi ng Sac rte
further your Lenten journey in following Christ in
all things. Good Lenten reading fills your soul
with consolation and peace, so needed at this
time. Led by Vince Gallagher. Donation: $25,
includes lunch. Zoom: $20

LECTIO DIVINA

Tuesday, March 3 9:30AM -1 : M
When | use the Scriptures for prayer, | like to take
one sentence at a time and let it seep into my
soul in order to take it with me for the day as a
means of staying in touch with the presence of
God.L e ct i o isBniamciemt form of prayer
that enables us to do just that. We learn to really
hear the Word of God as it applies to our ordinary
life and respond to God& personal and intimate
message. Donation: $25, includes lunch. Zoom:
$20

FORGIVENESS - A GIFT OF LOVING
AS GOD LOVES
Monday, March9 9:30 AM -1 : PN

To be loved by God and to love as God loves IS
our path to union with God and others. We will
pray with the father of the prodigal son and reflect
on the words of Henri NouweninTh e Ret (
t he Pr oddswadbsor§ thexbeauty and
the promise portrayed in Rembrandt& painting of
the same name. Please come and experience
the freedom found in choosing to forgive! Dona-
tion: $25, includes lunch. Zoom: $20

(0]
D



mailto:FHOP@verizon.net
http://www.fhop.org/

SERVE

To serve is to live like Jesus—with love, humility, and p

At the heart and soul of our
parish is the call from Jesus:
to love God with all our
heart, soul, mind, and
strength, and to love our
neighbor as ourselves.

We believe the best way to
live this out is by forming
community and sharing our
faith together—this is the
heart of ministry.

If you're looking for a way to
grow in faith and serve
others, we invite you to get
involved in parish life.

Whether it’s through
liturgy, faith formation,
outreach, or hospitality—
there’s a place for you here.

urpose.

/ =

.\

WEDNESDAY A )
SCHEDULE Simple Lenten Meal

FEBRUARY 18, 2026 [BPS7varsorapsmmmBiingioudfavarite

THE CROSS

MASS TIMES 6 PM

9 AM | NOON | 7PM g
Every Friday

SERVICE During Lent  parish Hall 5 PIV
6 AM I 5PM Feb 20 | Feb 27 | Mar 6

! é Kéé I N\B Mar 13 | Mar 20 | Mar 27
f

BZ2R - CNARI TIRN.
f 2 Y Volunteer: 732- 038-s375

| A S

AVRE

Godparent For the Sacrament of Baptism | Sponsor for the Sacrament of Confirmation

To Serve as a Godparent

To serve as a godparent is more than an honor—it is a sacred calling. A godparent supports the faith journey of a child by ex-
ample, prayer, and ongoing spiritual encouragement. Chosen not just for closeness, but for character and commitment to the
Catholic faith, a godparent walks alongside the child and their family, helping to nurture a life rooted in Christ.

To Serve as a Confirmation Sponsor

To serve as a Confirmation sponsor is a meaningful role in the life of a young Catholic. A sponsor stands as a witness to the
faith, guiding the candidate through prayer, encouragement, and example. Chosen for their active Catholic life, sponsors help
the candidate grow in their relationship with Christ and take their place as a fully initiated member of the Church. It is a
commitment of presence, prayer, and ongoing spiritual support.

Eligibility

Letter of Good Standing

According to Canon Law, godparents & sponsors ~ Before we can issue “a letter of good standing” from the Office of the

must:

Be a practicing Catholic in good standing with the

Church

Be at least 16 yrs of age

=AOh Received the sacraments of Baptism, Holy Eucharist,

& Confirmation

Pastor, we ask that you be an active, registered parishioner for a
minimum of six (6) months. An active member:

Attends Mass on a regular basis & is registered, showing regular
participation with the life, mission and support of St. Catherine of
Siena Parish.

Note, if he/she received all his/her sacraments here at St. Catherine of Siena

Not be bound by canonical penalties agobut now lives elsewhere, he/she is not a member of this parish.

3 AR by freffahef orgneher i aEone bip g DR |

Rather. he{she is a medgedof, BAOE OFA FOEREDOAEAT O
= E C EAOZ A OPT T 01T O AAOC




GROW

To grow in Christ is to become who we are meant to be.

The more you study the
faith and encounter God in
prayer, the more your trust
, in Him grows.

4

WENEY WITH\CHRTST WO%E O N YR STH

Make time each day to
nurture your

relationship with God, and
Tuesday Morning Study: Metanoia consider joining others in
reading Scripture and
growing together in faith.

W 4

All are invited to a new adult faith formation series using Metanoian FORMED.org.
Join us Tuesdays at 10:00 AM in the Parish Hall as we reflect on what it really means to
follow Christ and grow in ongoing conversion of heart.

New participants are always welcome!

Come for prayer, video teaching, and relaxed group discussion. No prior
experience needed—just a desire to grow closer to Jesus.

Catholics, Welcome Home!
Have you been away from the Church or thinking about coming back? Do you know F@RM E D
someone who is searching, or who was never confirmed or fully initiated? Our OCIA
(Order of Christian Initiation of Adults) is here to walk with adults who wish to

learn more about the Catholic faith, return to the sacraments, or prepare for
Baptism, Confirmation, and Eucharist. To learn more, please contact
Laura Randazzo at passociate@sienachurch.org.

We are happy to talk, listen, and journey with you. FORMED.org

Great Catholic content for
I mmmmmmm——— the whole famﬂy!

VIRTUES, M Hae-! u Q—M(EN':'NECT WITH TRADITION AND

Over 4,000 Catholic
GROW YOUR FAITH movies, cartoons and audio
Gentleness, Explained! books. Subscribe at no cost.
As followers of Christ, we are commanded to “always be prepared to offer an CSignlng yp for Formed is
explanation ... to justify the hope that is in you.” cfick arldehsy. Just follow

Ye leimple instructions
But the success of that evangelism hinges entirely on the very next instructions this W

passage contains: “However, do so with gentleness and respect” (1 Peter 3:15). Go to formed.org/signup
Search for your parish by

The word “gentleness” has come to be associated with softness and fragility — but zip code.

there is no virtue that requires greater strength. As one of the fruits of the Holy Spirit,

gentleness disposes us to receive the inspirations of the Spirit, who “reveals to men Click on your parish.

who Jesus is” (CCC 152). In cultivating a spirit of gentleness, we more closely resemble Register with your name

Christ, who was unfailingly gentle, even in the face of violence and death. and email address.

Check that email account
for a link to begin using
Formed.

“Every virtue is a good thing, but most of all gentleness and meekness,” said St. John
Chrysostom. “This shows us men; this makes us to differ from wild beasts; this fits us to
vie with Angels.”


http://formed.org/signup

PARISH RELIGIOUS EDUCATION PROGRAM

Forming hearts, growing faith, following Christ

Mommy & Me
Thursday, Feb. 12
10 AM

Bring your little
ones
(infant—pre-K) for
stories, songs, and
playtime.

All caregivers
welcome!

Call 732-938-5375
for more
information.

< ICSD'S >
KORNER

SHARING THE GOSPEL

God’s rules stop you from hurting yourself and the people
around you. God knows that if you really love him, you will
want to follow his rules. You will trust him. You will want to
be thoughtful and kind. You will want to love people the way
God does.

PRAYER
God, help me to follow your rules with my
whole heart.
MISSION FOR THE WEEK
Ask your parents to list three ways you can honor
them.

Palavw tleaas P abeinn

CALLING ALL CHILDREN AGES 4-8

Children’s Liturgy Join Miss Kitty & Miss Megan
of the Word Sundays during the

jgﬂmm- = a » 10:00 AM Mass & 11:30 AM Mass.
0 L

‘ This special time allows children to hear God’s Word

in a way they can understand and reflect on through
prayer, discussion, and age-appropriate activities.
Children return to their families before the Liturgy
of the Eucharist. No registration required—just
come and join us!
Help your child grow in faith, one
Sunday at a time.

THE DIOCESE OF
TRENTON is committed
to the initiative outlined in
the U.S. Bishop’s Charter
for the Protection of
Children and Young People
and to its own policies and
guidelines regarding the
reporting and investigation
of sexual abuse allegations
involving minors.

If you have been sexually
abused as a minor by a
member of the clergy or
anyone representing the
Catholic Church, or if you
know of someone who was,
you can report that abuse
through the diocesan
ABUSE HOTLINE: 1-888-
296-2965 or via email at
abuseline@dioceseoftrento

n.org.

The Diocese of Trenton
reports any allegations of
sexual abuse to the
appropriate law enforce-
ment agencies. Anyone
with an allegation is also
encouraged to provide that
information to local law
enforcement authorities.

PLEDGE TO
Bl EAL

SECRETARIAT OF CHILD AND YOUTH PROTECTION

@5 Uriced Staces Conference of Cathobe Bahops


mailto:abuseline@dioceseoftrenton.org
mailto:abuseline@dioceseoftrenton.org

STEWARDSHIP

What shall I return to the Lord for all He has given me?

Parish Offertory

=T VET QA AN -1 TVETRYA- I Support the ongoing, operational needs at

430 PM St. Catherine’s, including the care of people, programs

8:00 AM
10:00 AM
11:30 AM
Online Giving $2.658.00

$1,042.00
$1,074.00
$1,232.00
$1,213.00

and facilities.

Your offertory gifts enable us to celebrate our Masses
each week, provide pastoral care, and maintain our
sacred spaces.

Weekend Total: Thanks to your support our parish can continue our

$ 7,219.00 mission to know, love, serve and grow and Jesus did.

2 Corinthians 9:7

Next Weekend’s Second
Collection:
Chapel Restoration

OEach one
must give as he
has decided in

his heart, not
reluctantly or

Would You Like to Receive Offertory Envelopes?

If you are a registered parishioner and would like to begin receiving offertory envelopes, under

please contact the parish office. Using envelopes is a helpful way to support the parish compulsion

regularly and to receive a record of your contributions for tax purposes. e Gl [ é =
a cheerful

Not yet registered? We'd be happy to welcome you! Stop by the parish office to register. : ;
giver .o

Also, did you know you can:
n‘-““ A-‘I=-“

LéVE that

Strengthens

Donate Today

'*‘ Diocese of Trenton -

JOY
St. Catherine of Siena Parish Online Giving Sl

An easier way to support us!

CONSIDER SIGNING UP FOR ONLINE GIVING

Annual Catholic Appeal

To enroll, go to WWW.SienaChul‘Ch.Ol‘g, click on
WAYS TO GIVE to securely donate online.

Let’'s make an extraordinary impact together!

Or Scan the QR Code.

This will bring you to our
PARISH GIVING page. From

one time or recurring donation!

ParishSoft by Ministry Brands:
1-877-316-0260

To request your statement, email:
taxstatements@sienachurch.org. Include your
name, address, phone number, & envelope #..

A generous parishioner has offered an incredible challenge:
once our parish reaches our $36,000 goal, that entire
amount will be matched—doubling the blessing of every
gift.

Every dollar beyond our goal helps right here at home:
funds raised over goal return to St. Catherine’s to invest in
Faith Formation and parish priorities, with a 50% rebate on
payments above goal and an added incentive when
participation increases.

Please prayerfully consider your gift today at giveaca.org,
use the pledge card in the pew, or contact the parish office
for assistance. Thank you for building up our parish family!




