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"We are a community who love Jesus by loving and caring for our neighbors.”
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Everyone is invited to offer daily prayers for those who have (—5
requested our prayers at St. Mark. In addition to offering prayers / /
for the persons on this list, remember to offer prayers for yourself,

your family and friends, and for the world.

PRAYERS- We are all invited to keep the following persons in our prayers:

Prayers for Healing and wholeness

Barb Jorgensen, Kevin Raasch, Julie Egland, Deana Raasch, Myron Rusley, Addison, Evana, and
Grace Jones; Dick Mooney, Kim Beck, Diane Peters, Cindy Bosley, Barb Wagner, Martha Lyngaas,
Tammy Norgaard, Jean Owen, Mark Jackson, Joan Hamilton, Steve Berg, Mark Johnson, Carolyn
Stille, Donna Schulz, Steve Korner, Alex Kron, Caleb Vander Broek, Kristine Taylor, Cheryl Lustgraaf,
Cheryl Crampton, all persons receiving cancer treatment, all persons seeking healing and wholeness,
persons in the military and who are departing from military service.

Prayers for persons on active duty in the US Military Service
Aiden Deitering, Ed Bochtler, Ashton Pranschke

PP SUNDAY MORNING September 13
%@ﬁf@ifﬁm Our project this year does not involve heavy
lifting, climbing ladders, special tools and skills.

BUT it is for people of all ages. We will be dividing
v v v _ .
up into small groups of 4-5 persons. We will be
v v L 4 : : :
leaving colorful chalk greetings on driveways and
v v hd sidewalks of persons who you think would enjoy

’ a nice colorful greeting. Come at 9:00 for
God’s work. Our hands. worship, some snacks, and then doing God'’s

work with our hands (and chalk) Join thousands of
other ELCA congregation members for a day of
service.

A

September 13
2026

SIT, KNIT, CROCHET ETC. - September 10, 1:00 PM

Join this group of crafters on the second Thursday of the month at 1:00 PM in
the library of the church. (The date recently changed to the second Thursday

of the month). Whether you enjoy knitting, crocheting, coloring, painting or

you just want to have fun, this group is for you. No matter how many attend,
. there is always a lot of laughter and great conversations with this group. Join

in the fun.

PARKINSON’S SUPPORT GROUP - September 8t

Parkinson’s Support Group meets on the 2" Tuesday of each month at 1:30PM. Kim McCoy from the Speak
out Loud! Program will talk about speech and cognitive.
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NAOMI CIRCLE

Naomi Circle will begin meeting every third Wednesday of the month starting September 16 at 9:30 AM. We
will be using our fall Gather Session. Please come join us. We will also be discussing College bags for the new
school year.

e
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What Is a Stephen Minister?

Stephen Ministers are lay congregation members trained to provide one-to-one care to those experiencing
a difficult time in life, such as grief, divorce, job loss, chronic or terminal illness, or relocation. Stephen
Ministers come from all walks of life, but they all share a passion for bringing Christ’s love and care to
people during a time of need. They are not counselors or pastors. After being matched with a person
experiencing a life crisis, the Stephen Minister meets with that person on a weekly basis to listen, care,
encourage, and provide emotional and spiritual support. The caring relationship lasts as long as the need for
care exists.

Training to Become a Stephen Minister

Stephen Minister training is a Christ-centered experience that equips participants with essential caring and
relating skills. Trainees learn how to listen to, care for, and walk with those going through difficult times in
life. Stephen Ministers are trained by their congregation’s Stephen Leaders using resources from Stephen
Ministries St. Louis. The training they receive in the congregation equips them to provide high-quality care
to people who are hurting.

We will be starting a new training on September 21, 2026. If you are interested contact the Church Office
staff or Maxine Lampe (lampe.maxine@gmail.com or 712-299-1858) as soon as possible so we can order
training materials. Pat Cowan is our other leader. The class will run twice a month for two hours each and

culminate in a retreat on Feb. 6 followed by commissioning.

Is God Calling You?

If you sense that God might be calling you to serve as a Stephen Minister, the first step is to find out more
about getting involved. We have a waiting list for care receivers. If you or anyone else would like a Stephen
Minister, let us know and as soon as a Care Giver is available we will send them out to you.
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WE ARE IN NEED OF SOME HELP
WITH A FEW PROJECTS AROUND THE CHURCH

Just like our homes, there are always projects that need to completed inside l
and outside our St Mark buildings and property. We could use your help with

them. Jodi Bihrer is our contact person for such projects, and he would &l é g
appreciate your help. You can message him at jodibihrer@gmail.com if you H '

would like to help or have questions. Here is a list of projects that need to be

taken care of this fall:

o Paint the lines on the parking lots. We have the equipment to spray the lines, and we will pick up the
paint as soon as we know we have help.

e Tree Trimming- It is getting to be the time of the year when we need to trim the lower branches off of
the trees around the building. Check with Pastor Dave on this one.

e Weed Pulling- the weeds in the garden beds near church building need to be pulled.

e Outside Painting Projects- the wooden soffit and facia on the south side of the church building and
on the roof need to be painted.

o Furnace Rooms need to be organized- We have two Furnace Rooms that need to be organized. They
both have some things that can be disposed of, and we need to organize the items in them so that
they are stored safely and can be found easily.

BOOK DISCUSSION

The group will meet on Sunday, September 20 after worship to discuss The
Indigo Girl by Natasha Boyd. "Based on historical documents, including Eliza’s
letters, this is a historical fiction account of how a teenage girl produced indigo
dye, which became one of the largest exports out of South Carolina, an export
that laid the foundation for the incredible wealth of several Southern families
who still live on today. Although largely overlooked by historians, the

accomplishments of Eliza Lucas influenced the course of US history. When she
passed away in 1793, President George Washington served as a pallbearer at her funeral.”

The other 2 books chosen by the group for summer reading are both by author Angeline Boulley. The
Firekeeper’s Daughter is about an 18-year-old biracial Ojibwe girl named Daunis Fontaine who goes

undercover for the FBI to stop a dangerous meth ring in her Michigan community. Warrior Girl Unleashed is

about Perry-Firekeeper-Birch, an Ojibwe girl forced into a museum internship after a car accident where she
discovers her tribe’s ancestral remains are trapped in a college archive. She teams up with her twin sister and
friends to repatriate the ancestors and investigate missing Indigenous women. The fictional books are
inspired by the author’s real-life background and community. She is an enrolled member of the Sault Ste.
Marie Tribe of Chippewa Indians in Michigan’s Upper Peninsula.
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These books are available for check out on the library table in the Welcome Center. In addition, there is a
dedicated bookcase in the library which includes all books discussed by the group. The discussion group is
open to all. Please feel free to join us!

St Mark Endowment Meeting
Wednesday August 5, 2026 5:45 p.m.

Present: Kent Smith, Mel Gutz, Lori Porsch
Absent: Jeff Jorgensen, Doug Thompson
Agenda:
A. Review Minutes of Last Meeting
B. Review Financial Reports as of 6-30-26
ELCA General Endowment $293,076.99
ELCA 5oth Anniversary Endowment $152,350.10
Citizens Endowment Checking $3,041.33
C. 2026 Camperships- $133.50 to Christens for Dakota and Tucker.
D. 2026 Scholarship Applicants are Braden Aronson and Christian Vander Broek—Both checks
for $250 each have been sent to their colleges in August.
E. $2000 was transferred from the ELCA soth Anniversary Endowment to the Citizens
Endowment Checking
F. Spreadsheet of Citizens checking account was reviewed
G. Other Business
a. Discussion about holding an Endowment event during the 75th anniversary year.
b. Further consideration will be given to having a community outreach/mission fund raiser
during the 75th anniversary year which Endowment could do matching funds.
H. Future agenda item — Possibility of Endowment being part of congregational financial audit this
year.
I. Next Meeting-November 4th, 2026h at 5:45 p.m.
J. Adjourned at 6:10 p.m.

CONGREGATION TREASURER'S REPORT FOR JULY 2026

Receipts for July- $24,844 down $1,121 from June
Expenses for July - $23,725
Income exceeded expenses- $1,119

Expenses exceeded receipts for the year $17,597

Operating Balances:
Unrestricted Funds

Checking account $56,621
Savings account $96,156
Total $152,777



Designated (Memorial) Restricted Funds ~ $67,178
Month End Balance $85,599

Respectfully Submitted — Joan Christen SMLC Treasurer — August 10, 2026

UPDATE ON

-

THE STEEPLE RELOCATION PROJECT-
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@ This tall steel contraption is not a prototype for a spaceship, it is the base for the

steeple to rest upon, at its new location. The legs have been trimmed to rest on a
flat surface since it was originally designed to sit on the peak of the

sanctuary. The next steps will be to dig the hole and pour the concrete base
before attaching the rest of the steeple to the top of this structure.

We have already raised @69% of the funds needed to relocate the steeple AND
add the LED when it is set on it's new foundation We still have @$30,000 to raise
to complete the entire project later this fall. If you are thinking of supporting a
"N large project, please consider giving a financial gift to help finish this entire
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75th ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION IN APRIL OF 2027 Lift
Members of the St Mark Congregation Council, and others, are using their creativity, ,

talents, and time to make initial plans for this special celebration taking place in April of H ,g h i
2027. We are really excited to celebrate St Mark's first 75 years by giving thanks for the CFOSS
where we have been, and looking forward to the future. A lot has happened since 1952,

and we will begin celebrating and sharing more history soon. The Committee has put
together a table in the narthex containing lots and lots of memories and records from
each decade St Mark has existed. St Mark
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75th Anniversary

OFFERING AND FINANCIAL SUPPORT UPDATE

We want to thank everyone who shares financial gifts to support the ministries of St Mark Lutheran Church. We
invite everyone to financially support St Mark throughout the entire year as you are able. Your gifts support the
many activities that take place in our church building, as well as what we do that reaches out to many in this area
and around the world. If you have a financial gift to share you can place it in one of the offering boxes located at
the Welcome Center on Sunday mornings. You can mail it in; drop it off at the office during
the week and say Hl; and go to our website www.stmarkstormlake.org and click on the GIVE

button. You can also use the QR code located to the right. It is easy to use, all that you have
to do is open the camera app on your phone, point it towards the QR code, and follow the
instructions. Myamplify.io is the service we use for online gifts.

UPPER DES MOINES FOOD CART

Would like to thank everyone who were extra generous and helped out during the shut-down. The grocery
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cart is in the Narthex for those of you who want to donate. The grocery items do not change much. These
items are always a necessity at Upper Des Moines: Meat is very much needed (lunch meat, hot dogs, ground
beef, ground pork, chicken). Please drop refrigerated items off @ Upper Des Moines. Cereal, oatmeal, canned
fruit & vegetables, beans and rice, spaghetti sauce and pasta can be dropped off at St. Mark during office hours.
Other items needed are: laundry soap, dish soap, shampoo, body soap, toothpaste, toothbrushes, toilet paper,
paper towels. Thank you! Your donations are greatly appreciated.

SLEEP IN HEAVENLY PEACE UPDATE

It has been a busy summer with 18 more beds delivered to very appreciative families in the Storm Lake area.

Two upcoming opportunities to support the mission of Sleep in Heavenly Peace include:

e Bunks Across America: This is the flagship annual, coordinated bed-building initiative hosted by the
national Sleep in Heavenly Peace organization. The objective is to unite volunteers, sponsors, and local
chapters to build thousands of sturdy bunk beds and twin beds from scratch in a massive,
synchronized community service push. It brings together tens of thousands of community volunteers
across hundreds of chapters throughout North America, generating massive inventory to stock local
chapters for year-round distribution to combat child bedlessness. The Sioux City Chapter will
participate in this initiative with all other chapters across the country on Saturday, September 12
from 1:30-3:30 p.m. at their location, 716 Market St., Sioux City. Come help build beds for
Siouxland children! (this includes children in the Storm Lake area!) If interested, please register at
www.shpbeds.org/chapter/ia-sioux-city/

e BBAQ for Beds 2026: Tuesday, October 6 from 4-8 p.m. at Smokin’ Hereford in Storm Lake. This is the
second annual local fundraiser for SHP. Watch for more details in upcoming bulletins and eNews.

A THANK YOU NOTE FROM THE SHP LEADERSHIP TEAM

Storm Lake Lutheran Church,
Thank you for your recent donation to our mission for kids in our area. This will help put a smile on a
Childs face in your community when they get their own bed.

Claudyne h.

Core SHP Team Volunteer.

FRIENDS WITH FOOD REPORT FOR AUGUST

We thought we would share some additional details about the people we serve. Last month 4 households
were removed from our list (they either moved away or no longer need services), but 5 new households were
added. We served a total of 96 HouseHolds, 172 Individuals. Of those individuals 33 were children, 47 adults
below the age of 65, and we served 84 Seniors. (These numbers do not include the additional families who
walk in for assistance. We estimate 2-5 families per week, and @60 additional persons. We also gave much
of our produce that needs to be used right away, to Imagine The Possibilities Inc. Imagine also provides
workers each month who help to divide the large contains of food into smaller household size
containers/bags.

Friends with Food is a ministry of St Mark Lutheran Church, SALUD, and the Western lowa Syod of the ELCA.
We serve persons from the Storm Lake area who are permanently or temporarily homebound and with no
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https://www.facebook.com/imaginethepossibilitiesia

easy access to transportation. If you know of someone who needs food, or you would like to help, contact Di
Daniels 712-299-9863, Julie Cook 712-732-4968. Next pack and deliver day is Thursday, September 17",
Our new email address is FriendsWithFood@stmarkstormlake.com

ORPHAN GRAIN TRAIN

You can still donate clothes to the Orphan Train as these items will be sent to aid the victims of the Nebraska
Fires. Please contact Gloria Rohlfsen 712-660-0217 to arrange pick up. The Orphan Grain Train is a Christian
volunteer organization that provides clothing and other relief items to people in need, including those in
lowa. In lowa, the Orphan Grain Train lowa West branch has distributed clothing and other items to shelters
and schools in locations like Fort Dodge and Storm Lake. There is also a location in Ida Grove where the
organization ships items to other countries. Clothes are much appreciated!

SEPTEMBER Birthdays

3. Saylor Milliren

6. Judy Parker

10.Barb Jackson

11. Jackson Greaves
Donna Lenhart

Jeff Mc Withey

lan Shepherd 24. Autumn Pranschke
12. Phyllis Carradine 25. Barb Jorgensen
14. Scott Randall 26. Terry Gaes
16. Katherine Jones Baylor Newhouse
20. Vivian Jorgensen 27. Jennifer Thompson

Myron Rusley 30. Randy Sennert B
22. Gale Randall AN \ i’ AR

i
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i

23. Tonya Underwood
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ST. MARK LUTHERAN CHURCH
1614 West 5th Street
Storm Lake, lowa 50588

1
utheran Churc ' '

YOU CAN CONTACT US AT:

Phone: 712-732-5255

Website: hiip://stmarkstormlake.com
Facebook. www.facebook.com/stmarkstormlake/
Email: Julian@stmarkstormlake.com

Email: hello@stmarkstormlake.com

Email: pastordave@stmarkstormlake.com

We are located at 1614 West 5t Street
In Storm Lake, IA 50588
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