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02: Sharon Bugni 
07: Braelynn Schwartzmiller 
11: Theo Graff 
12: Wally Graff 
12: Doug Morton 
15: Melissa Graham 
20: Nathan Hunt  
21: Ryan Belke 

22: Cheryl Wegley 
23: Barry Kippen 
24: Cheryl McLaughlin  
25: Ashley Hash 
26: Georgia Quilici 
27: Kelly Sullivan 
29: Jana Richards 
30: Bob Kingsbury 

Due to our kitchen remodel, we will 
be moving the Rummage Sale to 
September 5 & 6. Please hold off 
on donating items until then. 



From the Pastor: 

Fellow Travelers –  

This past month I began reading The Book of Alchemy by Suleika 

Jaouad, a collection of wisdom from one hundred writers, artists, 

and thinkers composed in the form of short essays. The book pro-

vides the tools, direction, and encouragement to engage with dis-

comfort, ask questions, peel back the layers, dream daringly, uncover one’s truest 

self—and in doing so, to learn to hold the unbearably brutal and astonishingly beauti-

ful facts of life in tension and awe.  

I’m finding the essays to be most helpful as I navigate new terrain in our church com-

munity and as a means of centering my thoughts through journaling and quiet reflec-

tion. As a community of Christ followers, we can become weary from holding the pain 

and devastation of the world in our prayers and missional work. It’s helpful to re-

charge, to take time for reflection, insight and creative exploration…and to hear the 

voices of other inspiring seekers.  

I would love to hear about your spiritual practices, your contemplative routines which 

help you feel connected, rested and renewed. Perhaps you experience connection with 

the Spirit while hiking, gardening, studying, creating, journaling or sharing with oth-

ers. Or maybe you wish to try something new, in addition to your current spiritual 

practices. Often, we discover the ordinary become extraordinary.  

Here’s one suggestion from the book which I began practicing daily. At the close of 

each day, try to recall a few “mental snapshots” from your day. What images come to 

your mind’s eye as you glance at the unfolding of the past 24 hours? You might be 

surprised (and blessed beyond measure) by what you recall. This simple practice is a 

form of “journaling” which requires no pen or paper, just a few minutes of reflection 

and appreciation. May your mind’s eye provide you with an array of visual prayers in 

the form of snapshots – and may you find renewed hope through your unique channels 

of discovery. It’s a blessed way to close each day.  

In awe and gratitude -  

Sue McNicol 
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Worship With Us: 

Aldersgate UMC is bursting with talented speakers, musicians, wor-
ship leaders and more. Join us each Sunday for community connection, 
spiritual enrichment, and a time of fellowship. Explore opportunities to 
join us in mission and ministry.  

August 3 - “The Richest Hill on Earth” – Luke 12:13-21 – Pastor Sue 

August 10 – Burt Todd 

August 17 – “Signs of the Times” - Luke 12: 49-56 – Pastor Sue 

August 24 – Dan (Doc) Cass  

August 31 – “Put Another Leaf in the Table” – Luke 14: 7-14– Pastor Sue 
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Midweek Lipreaders – a Lay-led Bible study – has 
completed the book “Knowing: Basics of the Faith”. We 
are on hiatus until the new books arrive - hopefully 
soon!   Stay tuned! 

COFFEE HOUR 
Committees take a break from Coffee Hour during 
the Summer. There is a sign-up sheet at the back 
of the church for those who would like to volunteer. 



We as Christians base our hope not on our own power, not on our wealth and not 
on our own righteousness, but only on the God of an empty tomb. That story of 
birth and death and resurrection, is still being both written and told. 
Our health, our relationships, our wealth – all of the so-called good things in life 
don’t last.  But neither does the sorrow or suffering. The plot points in our small-
er stories don’t last, but what does remain is what the Holy Spirit revealed to us 
in that room in Jerusalem more than 2,000 years ago, and continues to reveal to 
us even today.  What we see is that our hope does not rest in the plot points of 
our lives, in the things we see, in the things that’s don’t last, but in something far 
greater. 
At Aldersgate we hope in what is not seen; the eternal never ending love of the 
God from whom we came, and to whom we will return.  Ashes to ashes, dust to 
dust. First breath to last. That is why we hope.  If your life seems like it has lost 
its way, come home to Aldersgate.  If the road seems long and lonely, come 
home to Aldersgate.  If life has not gone the way you hoped, come home to Al-
dersgate.  We miss you and we want to be part of your story, and you part of 
ours.   
Romans 8:18-25.   “I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing 
with the glory that will be revealed in us. 19 For the creation waits in eager ex-
pectation for the children of God to be revealed. 20 For the creation was subject-
ed to frustration, not by its own choice, but by the will of the one who subjected 
it, in hope 21 that the creation itself  will be liberated from its bondage to de-
cay and brought into the freedom and glory of the children of God. 

22 We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of child-
birth right up to the present time. 23 Not only so, but we ourselves, who have the 
first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for our adoption to 
sonship, the redemption of our bodies. 24 For in this hope we were saved. But 
hope that is seen is no hope at all. Who hopes for what they already have? 25 But 
if we hope for what we do not yet have, we wait for it patiently.” 
 
Shalom and Amen 
 
Brad Belke 

The Story is Not Over. 
I was watching someone I love deeply thrash around, miser-
able, and depressed, waiting for her story to unfold, sure 
where it was going and not happy with the direction.  And I 
just wanted to scream at her; what you need is Jesus, and 
you know that, but somewhere there is this disconnect, 
where she just doesn’t see it and still thinks she is in charge.  

I have to assume that before the disciples met Jesus, they all probably felt they 
knew exactly how their story was going to unfold.  Based on common sense and 
experience, they were powerless to be anything, but a fisherman as was the case 
with Peter, Andrew, James, and John. Or a tax collector in the case of Matthew, 
or a woman with a head full of demons as was the case with Mary Magdalene.  
Then their entire story changed when Jesus walked by and said, “follow me.”  
Sure, based on the new data, they leapt to the wrong conclusion assuming that 
Jesus was there as a warrior king, intent on restoring the kingdom of Israel. But 
that story line died when their Rabbi was arrested, hung on a cross to die and 
then laid in a tomb. Because in their experience, death seems to be a pretty de-
finitive plot point in the story.  
We know now that the crucifixion wasn’t the end of the story because the story 
kept changing right in front of them. No matter what other data they may have 
had in front of them, something stronger and more beautiful was at work, sweep-
ing them up into a new story, God’s story.  I think we all understand that their 
grief was real…it just wasn’t as real as the resurrection. 
It is so easy to see the tragedies, hardship, and death all around us as the end of 
the story.  But, not unlike those who mourned as Jesus was laid in his tomb, we 
are terrible story enders; putting as someone wise once said a period, where God 
places a comma.  A comma because God is still writing our story, still creating, 
still loving each one of us, and all that we are into his redemption. 
We are a strange people, us Christians; because we are a people for whom the 
story is never finished. A people for whom there is always more.  Because within 
our suffering, there is always more.  When we think our lives are hopeless there 
is always more.  When the plot points of our lives don’t end up the way we 
planned, there is always more, when we feel powerless there is always more.   
Why? Because after Jesus’ death and humiliation on the cross, there was more.  
After he was laid in a tomb, there was more. After the resurrection there was 
more.  After there were Pentecost flames on people’s heads, there was more.   
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