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FROM THE PASTOR:

Back to School...
Back in the Day...
Back to Basics...
Back-to-Back
Back to the Future!

Returning “back” to something familiar is comforting. I must admit, one
of my favorite parts of traveling is returning home to my safe, routine,
simple life. This season of “back to school” feels familiar and yet holds an
element of surprise and wonder too (starting a new grade, making new

This season of coming Back Home to Aldersgate provides us an
opportunity to return to some routines such as classes, youth activities,
choir practices, and annual events and celebrations. It’s also a time for us
to step into new possibilities and explore what we wish to keep as familiar
and how we might grow and stretch as people of faith.

I’'m excited to share fresh ideas and engage in classes and activities with
all of you, as well as invite lay speakers and guest clergy to deliver
sermons in partnership with myself and our worship leaders. May God
guide our faith journey and provide deep connection for us through
familiar tradition and rituals. Likewise, may we step into new
relationships and embrace opportunities for fresh expressions of Christian
discipleship and learning.

I invite you to consider ways to connect with our faith community — join a
committee, attend a class, volunteer at an event, invite a friend to worship.
We are blessed by friends old and new, comforted by the familiar, and
alive with new ideas. It’s a great time to be “church” for the world.

In awe and gratitude -

Sue McNicol

friends, exploring new ideas). This is true for our faith community as well.

www.aldersgatebutte.org 406-782-2425

THIS MONTH IN WORSHIP

On September 7 Brad Belke will
Explore Matthew chapter 14 in his
sermon “I Want to Walk on
Water.”

Worship on September 14 will
include a special visit to the pulpit
by retired pastor Linda Fritz from
Three Forks.

On September 21 Pastor Sue will
share reflections on Psalm 113 in
her sermon “Helpers Abound.”

And we are blessed to have Terri
Belke deliver the message on
September 28.

Every Sunday we enjoy beautiful
music, a time of spiritual
enrichment, communion with God
in community with others, and a
time of fellowship following our
worship service.

Our fellowship hosts this month
include:
Sept 7

Sept 14
Sept 21
Sept 28

Member Nurture
Barnabas

To Be Announced
Birthday Sunday

THANK YOU




STAY CONNECTED

Watch our Sunday Worship on

£ YouTube

https://www.youtube.com/
@buttealdersgateumc

Visit our WEBSITE at:

Aldersgate UMC
Butte, MT

Aldersgatebutte.org

Follow us on FACEBOOK at:

facebook

https://www.facebook.com/Butte
AldersgateUMC

Stop by the church office at:
1621 Thornton Ave.
Tuesday - Friday
from9AM-2PM
or give us a call at:
406-782-2425

EMAIL us at:
CHURCH OFFICE
aldersgatech@outlook.com

PASTOR SUE McNICOL
pastorsuemc@gmail.com

Welcome home to Aldersgate,

a community growing in Christ,
led by the Holy Spirit:
Welcoming to all, gathering in
relationship to inspire and nurture
a spirit of compassion, and
serving each other, the community
and the world, wherever there
is need.

THE STORY IS ABOUT
MIRACLES, NOT SHARING.

Being a Christian can seem embarrassing
at times. Sometimes it feels like my
unchurched friends look at me and want
to ask me if I think that Santa Claus and
the Easter Bunny are also real. I mean
the Jesus story requires faith and when I admit that I believe in
miracles, my friends who aren’t Christians will tell me that the laws of
Newtonian physics don’t cease to exist just because I have mustard
seed faith. No, they believe that water doesn’t change into wine; five
loaves stay five loaves, you can’t walk on water, and the dead stay
dead.

That is, or should be a rational argument, except inside, something
tells me that a God who created everything with a Word, isn’t bound
by the laws of physics. So, when someone said that Jesus didn’t
actually multiply the 5 loaves and feed the 5000, it was just that the
people present suddenly decided to share the food they had brought,

it was my turn to choke in disbelief. Remember there are six accounts
of this miracle in the gospels. Six. Which since there are only four
gospels tells me that two of the authors thought the story was so
important it had to be told twice.

When Terri and I were in Denver at Annual Conference in June
we met Pastor Rebecca Simon-Peter, who writes books about
miracles. We talked for a long time, because it turns out that not
everyone at conference actually believed in miracles, and she was
happy to talk about the reality of miracles with people who did
believe. Because as crazy as it may seem to some — I believe in
miracles — not because I think I’m supposed to, but because I
need to. I need to believe that God can do what we cannot.

Because a God who has the same limitations I do, is bound by the
same rules as I am — well where is the value in that? Instead, I think
we need to remember how different God is from us and what a good
thing that is. That we have a God who can feed so many with so little.
That we have a God who created the universe out of nothing, because
it seems to me that nothing is God’s favorite material to work with.
And that God looks upon that which we dismiss as “nothing” or as
“insignificant” or as “worthless” and says “Yes, now that is something
I can work with.”

That is why the mystery of miracles matter and can’t be explained
away through human reason — because if human reason were enough
to love us and save us and create beautiful things out of, we have no
need for a god and Savior. That is why we need miracles, because
somewhere inside we have learned that when we rely only on our own
strengths, that we will be overcome by the storm and drown. We need
to remember Jesus; the Jesus who can make something out of nothing,
walks on the water in the storm, feeds the five thousand with just five
loaves and loves each of us. Amen.

Brad Belke — AUMC Lay Leader

PS: By the way, it is “yes” on Santa and “no” on the bunny.
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EPTEMBER HAPPENINGS

Aldersgate UMC

Monday, September 1
11:00 AM Barnabas

7:00 PM Women’s 4" Day Group
Wednesday, September 3

8:00 AM Women’s 4" Day Group
9:30 AM Sandwich Ministry

6:30 PM Men’s 4" Day Group
Thursday, September 4

Noon Spiritual Autobiography Class
Friday, September 5

7:00 AM Men’s Breakfast
Sunday, September 7

9:00 AM Adult Sunday School

10:30 AM Worship Service

11:30 AM Coffee and Conversation

12-4PM 2" Annual Attack on Butte Hunger
at Gold Hill Lutheran Church

5-8PM Youth Group with Dinner
Monday, September 8

7:00 PM Women’s 4™ Day Group
Tuesday, September 9

7:00 PM Trustees Meeting
Wednesday, September 10

8:00 AM Women’s 4™ Day Group
6:30 PM Men’s 4" Day Group

Thursday, September 11
Noon Spiritual Autobiography Class
4-5:30PM  Girl Scouts

Friday, September 12
7:00 AM Men’s Breakfast
5-8PM Rummage Sale

Saturday, September 13
9AM -3PM Rummage Sale

Sunday, September 14

9:00 AM Adult Sunday School
10:30 AM Worship Service

11:30 AM Coffee and Conversation

Monday, September 15

7:00 PM Women’s 4" Day Group
Wednesday, September 17

8:00 AM Women’s 4" Day Group

6:30 PM Men’s 4" Day Group
Thursday, September 18

Noon Spiritual Autobiography Class
Friday, September 19

7:00 AM Men'’s Breakfast

Sunday, September 21

9:00 AM Adult Sunday School

10:30 AM Worship Service
11:30 AM Coffee and Conversation
6 -8 PM Youth Group

Monday, September 22

7:00 PM Women’s 4™ Day Group
Tuesday, September 23

7:00 PM Finance Meeting
Wednesday, September 24

8:00 AM Women’s 4" Day Group
6:30 PM Men’s 4" Day Group
7:00 PM Ad. Council Meeting

Thursday, September 25
Noon Spiritual Autobiography Class
4-530PM  Girl Scouts

Friday, September 26
7:00 AM Men’s Breakfast

Sunday, September 28

9:00 AM Adult Sunday School
10:30 AM Worship Service

11:30 AM Coffee and Conversation

Monday, September 29
7:00 PM Women’s 4" Day Group

CONTACT THE CHURCH OFFICE TO ADD
CALENDAR EVENTS (406) 782-2425
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GIVING THANKS
Monthly Mission Update:

Aldersgate UMC recently raised $802 to support BUMP (Blackfeet United Methodist Parish). The
Blackfeet United Methodist Parish serves the people who live on the Blackfeet Indian Reservation located
just east of Glacier National Park. Many of the present-day residents living on the Blackfeet Reservation are
bloodline descendants of the original indigenous inhabitants of this area.

Since 1882, The United Methodist Church has had a continuous presence on the Blackfeet Reservation. The
participants in the ministry and programs of the Blackfeet United Methodist Parish reflect the cultural and

racial diversity of the larger community. We are blessed by our neighbors, bearers of much wisdom and
faith.

School Supplies and Backpack Drive:

Thanks to your generous donations, more than three dozen backpacks and many POUNDS of school
supplies have been collected at Aldersgate UMC for distribution to elementary schools in our community.

According to the Bureau of Labor Statistics Consumer Prices for Back-to-School Spending Report: “The
start of the school year comes with budgeting for a variety of expenses. For instance, students need books.
In May 2025 (the latest data available for some school-related items), prices for educational books and
supplies, such as elementary, high school, and college textbooks and reference books, were 9.4 percent
higher than a year earlier. Students can't learn well on an empty stomach; they need food. Prices for food at
elementary and secondary schools, usually at the school cafeteria, were 3.3 percent higher than a year
earlier.”

Thanks, Aldersgate UMC, for sharing the load with families in our community!



DISCIPLESHIP / EDUCATION ; CONNECTION

- COME TOGETHER AND GROW WITH US ~

SPIRITUAL

AUTOBIOGRAPHY: ADULT BIBLE STUDY
and SHARING SUNDAYS AT9 AM
YOUR SPIRITUAL STORY

by Richard Peace

"The Adult Sunday School class
meets at 9:00 AM and will begin a
new six-week series focusing on the
Apostle Peter the first Sunday in

As modern-day pilgrims we are encouraged to explore how God is at
work in our lives. This five-week class is an opportunity to discover
what it means to explore how our journey takes shape in biographical

form. While in a group setting, we will work through lessons, writing September. We will be using the book
prompts and exercises to help us draw out memories and experiences full ""Simon Peter” by Adam Hamilton,

of purpose, strength and possibility. This course will provide a with the goal of understanding how the
framework for writing short stories and reflections we may choose to principles that brought Peter such

growth could be applied in our
lives. The class uses a guided
discussion format and is fueled
We will meet at Aldersgate UMC on Thursdays from 12 — 1 PM by great draughts of Georgia's
. Sacramental Coffee."
(September 4, 11, 18, 25 and October 2). If you have questions or need
more information, please contact Pastor Sue at pastorsuemc(@gmail.com
or call the church office at 406-782-2425. Books will be made available | T ——
for class members to reference and share. Come with a heart full of MIDWEEK LIPREADERS

wonder and notebook and pen in hand. WEDNESDAYS @ NOON

share with others or simply honor as meaningful stories in our hearts
(and personal journal pages).

YOUTH are the () of ALDERSGATE: "The Midsieck Lipreaders will

reconvene October 1 at 10:00 AM,

Aldersgate Youth Group will meet on the 1st and 3rd Sundays of each studying the book "Spiritual
month from 6-8 PM in the church youth room (downstairs). Join us for Practices" in a new twelve-week
our Youth Kickoff Dinner on Sunday, September 7 at 5-8 PM. For series. The book is part of the series

"Knowing - Growing - Going"
published by the Rose Discipleship
Series and focuses on the Christian

more information contact the church office at 406-782-2425 or chat with
our fearless leader, Jill Graff, at Sunday worship.

disciplines that grow our faith,
strengthen us during trials, and
promote communion with both God
and man.

See you on September 7!

This class is based on Godly
conversation fueled by “Sacramental
Methodist brew.”

ALL SAINTS DAY:  As the new church year begins the coordination of our recognized fall/winter celebrations and
holy days are at hand. The Harvest Dinner will be in October followed by All Saints Sunday on November 2™ which
leads us into seasons of Thanksgiving and Advent. The Worship Committee is requesting that you let us know who is
to be honored on All Saints Sunday assuring their inclusion. So, who do we honor this day? All the Saints who have
passed away in the past year — church members and non-members, family, friends and loved ones. These names and
their passing date may be turned into the church office in person, email (aldersgatech@outlook.com) or phone (406-
782-2425) or any Worship Committee member.
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR

Our Annual

HARVEST DINNER 3
ill be Sunday, October 12

from 4:30 - 6:30 PM
Aldersgate UMC - 1621 Thornton Ave
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ALDERSGATE UMC RUMMAGE SALE
Sept. 12t" 5 - 8 PM, and Sept. 13" 9 AM - 3 PM

2N° ANNUAL

ATTACK ON HUNGER

Gold Hill Lutheran Church
934 Placer Street - Butte
Sunday, September 7

1-4PM

Food - Games - Resource Fair
Donations of canned food welcome!




