
First Lutheran Church, Manhattan, KS 
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Job Description 

Church Organist 

[updated 11/7/2025] 

 

Reports to:  Senior Pastor 

Status: Part-time  

FLSA:  Non-exempt 

 

Job Summary 

 

The Church Organist is responsible for providing musical leadership through playing the organ 

and/or piano during worship services and other special services and events. This role supports 

the church's music ministry by accompanying the congregation and other musical groups, while 

also ensuring the proper care and maintenance of the church’s pianos and organ. 

 

Essential Functions: 

• Play the organ and/or piano for all worship services and special services and events. 

• Coordinate with clergy, staff, and others to ensure responsibilities are met. 

• Attend and participate in worship planning meetings. 

• Ensure pianos and organ are in good working order, coordinating repair as necessary. 

• Coordinate, rehearse, and perform with special musicians the organist may accompany 

 

Minimum Qualifications: 

• Proficiency in playing the piano is required, along with the ability to read music. 

• Proficiency in playing the organ is strongly preferred. 

• Experience in playing for worship is strongly preferred. 

• High school degree required, secondary music degree preferred. 

 

Physical Requirements: 

• Able to climb stairs to access the church organ. 

 

 

Core Competencies 

 

Attention to Detail: Consistently attends to the many small details of performance. Resolves 

unanswered questions needed to address a problem. Keeps big picture in mind. 

 

Integrity and Trust: Is seen as trustworthy by others; practices direct, honest communication. 

Keeps confidences. Admits mistakes.  

 

Interpersonal Skills: Established good working relationships. Openly accepts criticism. 

Engages people positively. Avoids communication triangles. Listens actively.  

 

Personal Resilience: Can effectively cope with and adapt to changing circumstances. Handles 

challenges with respect and patience.  


