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INTRO:PARABLES & THE FOWEROF STOR

T his book is about exPloring the creative side of Jesus (Christ.

Jesus was and is the Son of (God and during His ’cEreeyear eartHy
ministry, “No one cvergpoéc like this Marn” (John 7:46). e taught
individuals and crowds and shook them to their_Jewish cores because
[He was the fulfillment and expansion of evergthing (God the [Tather
(YHWH) had been doing throughout historg.

[He did this through humor.
He did this through wise sayings.
r’lc did this through Parables.

Farab]es (Pair~ah~buns) are a s’cory or tale about a simple subject
meant to exP]ain or expouncl ona spiri’cual Trutlﬁ. We are not going
to dig into tl‘nem, but the O]d | estament (Gcnési&Malachi)
contains Parables Mg Pcrsonal favorite is the one in Judges 9. Thc
New | estament also contains these simple tales with spiritual T ruth

and it is on these we will focus.

The four gospcls that record for us Jesus’ life (Matthew, Mark,
Luke, and John) contain the Parab!es of Jesus and those stories

make up a crucial part of the New | estament and His tcaclﬂing
about the Kingdom of (God.
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]Fgou understand the Parablc, you understand a little about Gocl.

Jesus’ task, among others for [is threeyear mim’stry (50—55 AD)
was to simpli% ProFouncl spiritual Truth so thatthe Kingdom of (God
would gain a foothold in the world run by Satan and begin to Push
back against the gates of [Hell.

HC was SUCCCSSFU].

Jcsus exp]ained to [is disciplcs wlﬂg [He spoke in parablcs and wlﬂg
[He chose storgte”ing and even sgmbo]ic ]anguage to teach Pcople

about Heavcnly Trut%s.

Matthew 13:10-1% (E_S\/) shares with us: 7776/7 the c//'sap/cs came

and said to [Tim, “W/lg do You slocak to them in Para[’)/es?” 11 And
H@ answered t/;cm, “To you it has been g/'vcn to know the secrets of
the L/ngc/om of /’763\/6/7, but to them it has not been given. 12 [orto

the one who has, more will be gven, and he will have an abundance,

but from the one who has not, even what he has will be taken away. 153

7—/7/'5 /s W/[y / spcaé to them in Paralg/cs, because seeing t/wﬂ do not
see, and Acar/ng t/me\g do not /Jcar, nor do t/meﬂ understand”

Jesus was communicating that [is teachings are for everyone, but
not everyone accepts T_‘lim‘ Sometimes it takes a little bit of effort
to reach (God and seek [1im and pursuc a re]a’cionship with the (od
of the (niverse.



Yes, (3odis near.

Yes, we need to earnes’clg seek Him.

Farables are a way Jesus laid out spiri’cual T ruth, butalso cha”cngec‘
Peoplc to dig and pursue and think and seek and ruminate and pray

and discover.

Mag this book do the same.

Mag you...
clig

pursue
think

seck
ruminate
pray

discover.

A Parable utilizes a story to share a spiritua] lesson. This book will
discuss the Parab]cs of Jesus, but also has some creative original
tales to spur your sPiritual tl—minking as well. Enjog them for what theﬁ
are Fortheg are not Parab]es o?Jesus, butthe Parables ofa Preacher
trging to he]P you get closer to Gocl.
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Thereis power in story.

“We all live by narrative, every c{ag and every minute of our lives.
Narrative is the human way of working tlﬂrouglﬂ a chaotic and

umcorgiving world.”!

The above random-ish quote from an article in 2002 reflects the
truth that human beings are storgte”ers bg nature (] would say bg
design). Storyte“ing is part of being human. Storyte“ing is part of
navigating our natural world, our rc]ationships, troub]cs,jogs, and

angthing we cxpcrience.

We are r—]omo Sapicns f:abula.

Human beings tell stories natura”g and itis also a way to have power
or influence or attempt to make a difference. A goocl narrative

caPturCs our attention and can mold us and make us and cl’mange us.

T he reason the nigl—]tly news is Presented as it is (with information
and then a further interview and then also a summary of the entire

event or issue) rests in the power of story.

One way that lawgers attempt to Pcrsuaclcjudges andjurics is bg
“Paintiﬂg a Picture” with words through story of their client's
innocence or the other person’s guilt. | aFonda Willis and Cherise

"Wilson, . O. (2002). T he Power of Stor\g. American [ ducator, 26(1), 8-11.



Bacalski state: « 7/ your clent’s story and do it c/car/ﬂ, succinctly,
and /ocrsuasf\/@[y. /f gyou a/on’t, know that an unfa voraé/e, inaccurate,
or /os/ng rendjition of your client’s factual narrative will //’A@{g result.
Kemember that your client has a real opponent who is also trying to
win the case. l/[//t/7 that in mind, your goa/tgour mission-as an
appe//ate Pract/t/bncr should be to convince the /'ua/ge to see t/rlhgs
from your client's Perspcctfvc and to agree with you. J/F you have
compe///hg zfacts, make sound arguments, and the law /s not c/ear/ﬂ
against you, then the j’ua/ge will be inclined to rule in your favor??
What did these ladiesjust say? When the law is murkg, a well-told
convincing story wins the dag. Thatis power.

Tl’lc reason rom-com movies like /:_/ﬁy [irst [Dates or 5/70%1//7
ch/c//ng or /\/ott/hg /L']’/// exist is because love and romantic
relationships are difficult and human }Jeings need to process those
difficulties and, in the end, feel goo& about their lives and laugh... in
the face of the wreck that is their marriage.

The reason comic books exist are because of the draw (Pun

intended) of story.

The power of story is present in the sharing of past culture and the
imPortance of proper historg textbooks. [~ ven the word... historﬂ...

has the word STORY init.

: Wi”is, lL.& Baca]ski, C M. (ZOZ‘?’). E\C;cctivc Storytc”ing in APPc”ate Writing APPc“atC Fracticc
Journa], 43(1), 6-9.
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The imPortancc of story is at the heart of every eulogg.

The influence of story is whg statista.com reports that “adult fiction
book sales increased bﬂ 0.8 percent between 2022 and 2023, with
2023 unit sales A/'ttlhg 190.8 m////on, up from jusi' over 189 million in

the pre vious yc‘ar.”

Mar]ee Bunc}w, an cxpericnccd K~I 2 cclucatorJ rcgu]ar|9 uses
stories and creative content to reach her students about concePts
that are difficult to analgze. She says: “Fcrspcct[va 5/73rfng,
histories, stories, and rc/at/ons/w’ps all create empat/y and cxpanals

our Lnow/ca’gc about others”?

Ther@ is power and influence and purpose in story.

Marsha“ Ganzj the Kita] . Hauser&enior Lec’curer in Leaclership,
Organizing, and Civil Socicty at [Harvard Kennedy SChool
Presents that story enables Pcople and movements to:

#1 Deal with cha”enges while bcing mindful of the past.

#2 DeveloP individual and collective identities that define us.

#73 Access emotional or moral resources in order to act mora”y.4

> Bunch, M. (2023). (Using Storgtc”ing and [Histories to Create |nclusive Spaccs Radical T eacher,
126,67-70.

*(Gangz, Marshall. 2001. Tl’le Fowcr of Storg in Social Movements. ]n the Frocce&ings of the Annual
Meeting of the American Socio]ogical Association, Anaheim, Ca!ipomia, August 18-21,2001.



AH three of those correct notions from M Ganz show the power of
story in connecting PeoP!e and shaping ic{entity and thoughts and
beliefs. Storg enables us to interna“g acljust to the external world
which is often vexing and unfair. | he correct story lnclps us to
remember how to act and why. The correct s’cory Hc]Ps us to
remember who we were in the Past and who we want to be in the

future.

Storﬁ can be...and is... a vehicle for all of that.
And more.

Jesus made no mistake (c{uhi) when [He chose to couch spiritua]
truths in stories. A person may be strugg]ing with Forgivcnéss and
recall the “Fara})]c of the Froc{iga] Son” or is working under a
Scroogc%tgpe boss and rest casy inthe “Farable of Lazarus and the
Rich Man> A Preacher might strugg]e his whole ministrg to define
success and feel like a failure until he remembers the “Farab]é of the
Sower” in which Jesus Himsehc describes onlg 25% of People who
accept the Gospel actua”y persevere.

Story is power to mold minds and hearts and actions and reactions.
Jesus had an entire Kingdom and way of living to describe in three

years to unschooled orclinary men and women all the while resisting

temptation to cut corners, doéging loaded qucstions from religious
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authorities, and beating back the forces of darkness with healing and

miracles.
Jesus turned to story to mold hearts and minds &uring His ministry.

Storyte”ing was a cornerstone of Jesus‘ teaching method (nc not
T}"IE metlﬂod) during [His ministrg. [He often used Parab]es to
convey Progounc{ truths about God‘s Kingdom and the nature of

human reiations%ips.

Jesus’ Parab]cs were accessible to Pcop!c from various walks of life
and He often used the common to exP]ain the uncommon. He used
familiar imagery from evergc{ay cxpcricnccs such as Farming, Fisl’ﬁng,
and Family dgnamics to make His teaclﬂings relatable and

understandable... and also at times mysterious.

Jcsus Christ engaged f"]is audience emotiona”y and int@”ectua”y
with his stories. | he Parab]es invited listeners to reflect on cleePer
meanings and implications, Prompting them to consider their own lives
and relationship with God. Tl’lc invitation to “go dccpcr” was the
Point.

Seek.
Tl’liﬂl(.

FFind.
waderstancl.



Jesus of Nazareth’s sPiritual tales were notjust about impar’cing
in{:ormation, but aimed to transform hearts and minds as PCOP]C
remembered them and thought cleePer about them. More often than

not, the Parablcs called for repcntance and a change of heart.

Through His Parables) Jesus conveged universal truths about ]ove,

Forgiveness, mcrcg,justice, humi]itg, money, prayer, and the very

nature of (God's Kingdom.

In summary, Jesus' use of storgtc”ing excmplhcies the power of
narrative in conveying ProFound spiritua! truths and shaping hearts
and minds. His Parables remain a foundational asPect of Chris’cian
tcaching and continue to influence believers and non-believers alike

tlﬂrouglﬂ their cnduring relevance and transformative Potcntial.
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Matthew 5:1%-16 (ES\/)

K You are the salt of the carth. But iF the salt loses its 53/['/?7@55, how

can it be made sa/tﬂ again? Jt is no /ongcr gooa/ for anyt/w’ng, except
to be thrown out and tramp/ea’bﬂ men. 147 You are the //g/n‘ of the
world, A C/i:g on a hill cannot be hidden. 1 5 /\/c/t/uer do /oeop/e //g/nf'
a /amp ana/Put it under a bowl [nstead t/’mﬂ put it on its stand, and it
gives /lg/n‘ to everyone in the house. 16 [n the same way, Jet your//g/ﬁ
shine before men, that i'/?(:‘ﬂ may see ﬂourgood deeds and /oraise gyour
I atherin heaven.”

This passage 3oujus’c read is part of Matthew 5 that most of the
time is called the “Scrmon on the Mount.” The SCrmon on the
Mount goes from Matthcw 5 with the Bcatitudcs to Matthcw 7 with
the Farable of the Wise and f:oolish Builclers.

Tl’le Sermon on the Mount contains a whole lot of thcologg about
(God, about being a follower of (God, and about expectations (God

l’\as O]C us.

Matthew 5:1-2 clues us in on the situation. Matthew 5:1-2 (E_S\/)
says: “Now when /7,6 saw the crowc/s, /7’6 went upona mountainside
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and sat down. [Tis alisalb/cs came to /7'/}77, and [7e bcgan to teach
them saﬂ/ng...”
His clisciples were there.

Crowds were there as well.

Jesus sat down with [Jis clisciples and began to teach them and the
rest of the crowds were there overhcaring [His solid teaching to [is
committed followers. | mention that because we need to remember

that this passage is directed towards the followers oxCJesus.
This passage is for us!

]n this passage, Jcsus IS giving us some direction on what it means to

be a discip!c.

TWO FRIMARY ELEMENTS ]n exP]aining life Fo”owirxg

Jcsus (discip!cship), Jesus uses two elements from evcrgclay life to

explain His exPectations and the results of being a clisciple.

Tl’le first is salt.
Thc second is ligl—rt.

SALT Salt is a mineral that has been used for 1000s of years.

Archaeologists have found Places in Romania where PeoP!e were
boiling water to extract salts and salt-works in (China that date back

many thousands of years. Salt was even a tradable item and was



used as money. l mention all that to say that salt has been around a

]ong time and it has been a normal Par’c of life every clay for most

PCOP!C.

Jesus using salt to teach a lesson is not surPrising since everyone

listcning would have used it, seen it, tasted it, or Purchased it.
Saltin Jesus’ dag had two Primarg purposes.

[First, salt was used to preserve food. |n an age of no rcFrigeration,
no clcctricitg, and no Kcnmore, Peop!e had to preserve meats and
otherfood somehow. Salt can preserve fish, meat, beans, cabbage,
and many otherfoods. A\Camilg in ancient times that had a supplg of
saltwas a Familg that could harvest or kill food and preserve itforlater

and Provide 1Cor meals long a{:’cer urxsa]ted )Coo& would go bacl.

Second, salt was used to Purixcg. PBacteria and many types of Fungus
cannot survive in a saltg environment. Saltis used to Puri%. There

are actuaﬂﬁ two examP]es of this in the Pible.

2 Kings 2:21-22 (ES\/) says, “ 7776/7 he went out to the 5prfr7ganc/
threw the salt into /t, saﬂ/n‘g, ‘77)/5 is what the LOK D says: i/ have
healed this water. Never again will it cause death or make the land
unproc/uct/vc. m22 Anc/ the water has remained wholesome to this
a/aﬂ, accorc//n(g to the WOI‘C/E/}:S/)a /maispoﬁcn.” E_lis!'ra used salt and
Gocl blessed that salt to create a Perpetua”g goocl source of water.
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We also find a weird passage in | zekiel 164 (F.SV) which says,
“On the c/ay you were born your cord was not cut, nor were you
washed with water to make you C/can, nor were you rubbed with salt
or Wralopca’/h cloths.” ]t seems that salt was used when a babg was

born to keep the babg hea]thg and to keeP them )Crom gcttir\g sick

| have two stories about salt that came to mind when | was reading
over this passage. The first happcncd to me one clag while | was
checking out of Walmart. Ourxcamily uses salt like most People, but
one dag | was shopping n Walmart and | found a grindcr filled with
Pink salt. | thought it might add some taste to meals so | bought it. |
was checking out and the cashier came to the item ancljust looked at
it amazed. 51’16 asked me, “What is this?” ]gucss she had never seen
it before. ] told her it was salt. Shc asked me whg it was Pink. | told
herit was a different kind of salt. Then she asked me a qucstion that

] did not have an answer to.
She asked: “Do you think theg color it all with a marker?”
Tl’lat story rea”y has nothing to do with sal’c, butitis pretty Furmg.

Another story came to mind. | was eating out the other c}ag at one of
my favorite restaurants and l had fries that came with my meal. l have
found at this restaurant that the french fries either come without salt
or there are mounds and mounds of salt on them. T here is no in

between. ] started to eat the Fries, because french fries are the best



food everinvented, and the saltiness of the fries made them inedible.
] tried to shake the salt off the Fries, but to be honest, once salt gets

into somcthing‘.. saltisinit.

Thc salt flavors every bite and you cannot unsalt something once it
has been added. l ended up asking for another serving of fries
without salt, but the point remains, once salt is in sorné’chingJ itisallin

it.

LIGHT: T he other element Jesus mentions is light. Light is the
opposite of darkness. Liglﬂt is something that has a spcchcic meaning,

and two sPechCic purposes in the Bible.

When we see ]iglﬂt in the Bib!e, itis aiwags associated with “life” and
has that sPeciFic meaning, For examP]e, when (God was creating the
Universe and creating li)ce, He first made... what? He first made ]iglﬁt
(Gcncsis I:§> because life thrives in the !ight. Liglﬂt means life is
Possible. Sunshine and stars and the moon all shine down on us as

live is tl—vriving underneath it.

]n passages like Fsa]m 27:1 we see that light and life are Para”el
t}'xoug}'xts: «The | ORD is my //(g/ﬁ and my salvation— whom shall |
fear? 7—/116 /_OK D is the strongﬁo/d of my lite — of whom shall / be

atraid?” (E.SV)
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The Phrase “!ight of life” also is used in both the Old T estament and

the New Testamcnt Uob 3%:30, Fsalm 49:19,56:1%, ]saiah 5511,
John 8:12).

When we see ]ight in the Bib!e) it also has the normal purpose of
chasing away the darkness so that Peop]e can clearlg see. That is
the purpose of ]ight. That is the purpose of candles, iamps, light
bulbs, flash !ig]’xts, hcadlights on cars, Porch lights and any otherform
of ]igh’c. Thosc items bring light when darkness has come.

We find that true in Exodus 1%:21 when (God led the Pcople bg fire
at night. ln i Kings 321, the woman whose son was stolen away saw
clear!y in the !ight what had happéncd. Jn Lukc 15:8, the woman who

]OSt acoinusesa !amp SO SI’IC can thorougl‘xlg ]OOI( ]COI" }‘ICF lOSt coin.

Also, when we see ]ight in the Bib]e, it also has the normal purpose
of inc!icating the presence of God. Light indicates the presence of

(God. (God was sPeaking with Moses through the burning bush
(I xodus 3). We find that in the Tabcmaclc there was to alwags be
]amPs and light lit to indicate the presence of God (Numbers 4, 8).

| have two stories about ligl'lt that came to mind when | was reaéing
over this passage. The first haPPenec{ to me when we lived in
Feﬂnsylvania many years ago. We had a basement in our house that
was dark and damp. |t was the c!amp part | was trging to Figure out

because ] did not want mold to become a Prob!em. l could see that



water was in the basement, but | could not see where it was coming
from. ] could not see if a PiPe was lea‘(ing, if water was coming in from

outsicle, or what the Problem was.

]t was not until ] got a Iarge !igh’c and went over the basement in a
search until ] found the old leakg PiPe. ] found the leakg PiPe and its
very small dr‘iP that was casi]9 missed. | he !ight hclpcd me to find the
Problem.

Tl’léﬂ, | had to fix the ]cakg PiPC’ but that is another story.

] also remember another story about light that was more recent. ]
learned a few years ago, froma 9outubc video, how to clﬂange brakes
on a car. Thc last time ] attcmptccl to changc the breaks on one of
our VCI"liC]CS, ] started in the evening after dinner. ]t was ’caking
forever. ] could not get bolts loosened. ] could not get this Piecc and
that Piccc to work. Frettg soon, the darkness of evening was coming
and | knew | had to have ]ight | was trying to finish replacing brakes
in the dark. [t was lig!ﬂt when | started and turned dark before | could
finish. ] went inside to get a ﬂash]ight and looked under every sink
and found none. | looked in our shed and found none. | looked in
drawers and evergwhere, but found no F]ashlight | ended up using
the little ﬂasHight onmy Phone, holc{ingtlﬁe Phone in my mouth, to try
and have !ight to finish the brakcjob.

|t was completelg Frus’crating because | could not see angtlﬁing, but
needed to finish. l ended up xCrustratecl, but finished the brakes.
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| then drove to the store and bought 2 Flas}wlights.

SUMMARY OF SALT AND LIGHT

Salt preserves and Purhcies.
Light is H:e, the presence of (5od, and I’ICIPS us see clearly.

Matthew 5:13-17 (. SV), again tells us: " You are the salt of the
carth. Put if the salt loses its sa/t/)vcss, how can it be made sa/@
again? /l' /s no /ong@r good [oranﬂt/n’n‘g, except to be thrown out and
tramp/ec/ bﬂ men. 14 "You are the //g/nL of the world. A city on a Al
cannot be hidden. 15 Neitherdo Pcop/c //g/ﬁa /am/o and Puf[f under
a bowl Jnstead t/nfy put it on its stand, and it gives //g/n‘ to everyone
in the house. 16 //7 the same way, Jet ﬂour/ig/n‘ shine before men, that
t/my may see your, gooa/ deeds and praise your [atherin heaven”

AFPFLICATION: Jesusis teaching us exact]g what a Christian

is in our world.

A Christian person who follows Jcsus Christisa person who'is ligl—wt
in their life. A Cl’lristian is someone who follows the way of life of
(God. A Christian reflects the presence of (God in their lives.
(Christians are concerned about Personal holiness. (Christians i’!ClP
others around them see God c!ear]y when thcy do not understand.
Tl’lat is what bcing a Cit}j onahillora ]amP on a stand means. We are
sl'\owing People (God and His way of life and we reflect [Him in all we
do and say.



A Christian person who follows Jesus Christ has goc”y salt in their
life. A Christian is c{eFinitelg a person who preserves the Word of
(God bg stuclging the Bib!e and !iving it out. A disciP]e is someone
who bg their very words, actions, and attitudes is the rePresentative
of the life Christ teaches us to have. We are also constantly
Purhcﬁing ourselves from the sinful nature. We are not Per‘Fec’c and
are constant]9 Finding ourselves short of the standard (God sets for
us. \/\/c then pray, rcpcnt} and move towards goc”iness on a regu]ar

basis.

As a result of ]ooking like !ight and tasting like salt, the clisciple has
three very imPor’can’c efforts in life. These are actions that should
define us as Clisciplcs of Jesus (Christ.

#1 AGENT Of: REDEMFT]ON A Christian clisciPle is a

person who looks like light and acts like salt. The result of thatis that

we are constantlg Pointing Peoplc around us to Jcsus.

We are agents of rcdcmption. We need to be like John the Baptist
who Points out Jesus as the “[damé O[GOG/ who takes away the sin
of the world (John 1:29, 36, F 9V). We need to be like Andrew
who took his brother to meet Jesus Uo}'m i :4—]). \/\/c need to be like
Fhilip who finds his best friend and takes him to Jesus (John 1:45).
We need to be like the woman at the well who shares with all her
neig}nbors the good news about Jesus Uol'm 4:28~Z9). We need to
be like the Fhilippianjai]er who came to faith in Christ and shared this
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with his whole Fami]g (Acts 16:34). We need to be like | ois and
" unice who shared their faith with their]camilg (2 Timothg 1:5).

You see in all of these instances; the follower of Jesus was the agent
of rec{emption that introduced Jcsus to someone else. Theg were

]ight They were salt.

]s there a Familg member or someone we love dear]9 that needs to be

Pointed to Jesus?

]s there someone that we need to invite to church to move them a!ong

in their sPiritualJoumeg?

]s there an area we are Fai]ing in that hurts our witness as salt and light

for others?

#2 [RRITATE TOWARDS GODLINESS: A Christian

discip]e isa person who looks like light and acts like salt. ] think all of
us could agree that our world is not ]33 default god]g and does not
seek Gocl’s will as a regular Practice‘ As a disciple, we are PCOP]C
who are committed to (God and [His way of life. Tl’lat means we are

constan’dy moving towards goc”iness in our lives.

] believe that also means we are Pus]ﬂing, Pulling, he]Ping, and aicling

otherin ourlives towards godlincss aswell. Thatisnever easy. Most



of the time the world river flows one way and (God commands us to

move the other direction.

James 5:19-20 says, “A//ﬂ érotﬁcrs, i#one ozfyou should wander from
the truth and someone should br/'ng him éac,é, 20 remember this:
Wﬁocver turns a sinner from the error of his way will save him from

death and cover over a multitude of sins” (T SV). T hatis bcing salt

and light in our lives and in the lives of Peoplc around us.

|s there someone in our lives we need to come along side and Pu”

towards goc”irscss?

]s there somcthing in our lives that needs to be Purhcied 50 we are

closer to God?

What can we add to ourlives to Push ourselves towards Godliness?

#3 DIVINE. STANDARD FOLLOWER: A Christian

disciple is a person who looks like ligl—rt and acts like salt. Jesus
explains that the salt of their d89 could lose its saltiness.

Saltless salt is useless. Jesus explains to [is c]iscip]cs that
someone that follows Him does what is needed to continue to be
salty and not lose the saltiness. Read the Bible, pray, c{ig in to
Christian Fe”owship, use spiri’cual ghcts, and other clna“cnges. Follow
the divine standard (God set up and be saltg‘ Jesus exP]ains that
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Peop!e canputa lamp undera cover. Anunlit light is uscless. Jesus
exPIains to His disciP]es that someone who follows Him does what is
needed to shine a light on C]oc”iness. Share our]caith, invite folks to
church, pray for one another, and make (God a normal part of your

conversation.
Have we lost our saltiness?
Have we hidden our light under something’?

]s there cnough evidence in our lives to convict us of being a

Chris’cia n?

SUMMARY Jcsus’ message to His discip]és is about bcing

faithful followers. Tlﬁat means followers oFJesus are salt and light.

]Fgou are not a believerin Jcsus, you are not 3ct salt and you do not
yet have ligh’c in you. lxcgou feellike your life is dark and tota”ﬁ taken
over }33 éarimess, you are not alone. Evcryone who is lost without
Jesus feels that way. Being lost without Jesus (Christ means living
in the dark without life. [f that is you, Plcasc understand and
recognize that Jesus (Christ came to bring hg}'xt and life and purity to

us.

Jo}‘m 1:9-1% says, “ 7—/7@ true /ig/n‘ t/matg/vcs /lgﬁt to every man was
coming into the world. 10 [7e was in the WO/‘/G{ and tﬁoug/% the world



was made tﬁrougﬁ / 7/'/77, the world did not recognize Fiim. 11 [Fe
came to that which was [7is owrn, but /L7’/'5 own did not receive [Tim.
12 Yetto all who received /’7’/’/77, to those who believed in [ is Name,
f 7,6 gave the r{g/ﬁ to become children of Goa/" 13 children born not

of natural c/cscent, norof human decision ora husband's W/'/[ but born

of God (ESV).

The children of (God are salt and ]iglﬂt and have eternal life. Ang
person at any time can choose life and choose to believe in Jesus
Cl‘lris’c and [He will remove the darkness and put inits place ]iglﬂt and
life.

Go be light.
Go be salt.
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&g Ungdom Teles
MS. AGNES

t was carlﬁ Sunclay morning and Agnes did not want to get up.
Her back hurt. Her knee hurt. 5}16 did not sleep well. But it was
Sunday and it was the clag she set aside to go to church and to
worsl‘nip. [t was also the ciag she taught the kids in 5unda9 School

class.

Agncs arrived at church and went to her classroom which was where
the 1°t graders gatherecl. 5}16 got the handouts reacig. Agncs
Paused for a moment and took a siP of her coffee. She Prayed fora
few minutes. Then she heard the patter offeet outside the doorand

the door swung open.

]n marched a 1°t grader whose name was FistoL Yes, Fistol. He was

a blond-haired bluc—cged menace. A{:tcr lﬂim, came chbcr]cy,
Rydder, and K yndle.

‘Wl’lerc do these Parents come up with these names?’ she wondered.

/\gnes greeted cach of the kids as their parents éroppcd them off.
Agnes showed a vicleo, taught her lesson on the Goocl Samaritan)
and settled the kids into a craft. lt was all going well until the 1t
gradcrs started acting like 1t graders.



T his is what l‘xappcncd that Sundag in her class:

Fistol sneezed something green colored all over her.
Femberleg c]og)gccl the toilet.

Rﬂdder sang a Disncg song non-stop.

Kyndle stated she was now C]olchcish crackers intolerant.

Agnes was P!cased when the class time was over and it was time for
herto goto church. Agncs was frustrated today more than any other
Sundaﬂ for some reason. The sneezing, clogged ’coilet, and
evergtlﬂing wasjust getting on hernerves. | here wasn’t even a thank
you from any of the Parcnts. Humph. As she walked into the
sanctuary, she wondered if teaching Sunday Schoo] to 1°¢ graclers

was FOF hcr.

As the service begarx, the liglwts dimmed a little and the liglﬁt shone at
the front of the sanctuary. ]t was time for a baPtism. There s’canding
inthe waters of baptism was Fortér, a youngman she had taught many

9681’5 ago.

[He stood there ready to be baPtizecl. Fortcr stated that he believed
that Jcsus was the Son of (God. T he minister asked Porter where
he had learned about Jesus.

Fortcr said: “Wc” ] have two Parents who have shown me alot about

Jesus. Theg are the biggest influence. | have to say tlnougln, that my
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joumeg towards Jcsus started with Ms. Agncs in it gracle. |t was

because of her faithfulness ] was introduced to Jcsus"’

For’cer was bap’cized.

Agnes had tears in her eyes. The green goo on her blouse and the
cloggcd toilet and the si”g songs and the go!chcish intolerance seemed

to be minor things. [Here was a young man who had found faith in
Chris’c and she had been Par’c of Planting seeds.

E_nd



i Corinthians 12:19-26 (F.SV)
“/[ all were a 5/’/2g/6 memécr, where would the body be? 20 As itis,

there are mangy Pa/‘ts, 5@15' one boc/y. 27 7—/7(:‘ eye cannot say to the
/7anaf "/ﬁave no ncca/ofﬂou, ” nor again the head to the [cct, “//mvc
no n@@do[ﬂou. r22 On the Contrary, t/n:/oarts of the 5oc/y that seem
to be weaker are /hcﬁép@ngab/e, 23 and on those parts of the [)OGIﬂ
that we think less honorable we bestow the greater /’70/70@ and our
unpresentazé/c parts are treated with greater moa/esty, 24 which our
more Pr@sentab/e parts do not requ/r@. But Goal has so Composca/
the boa/ﬂ, g/whggreatcrﬁonor to the part that lacked it 25 that there
may be no diision in the Z?oo/ﬂ, but that the members may have the
same care for one another. 26 /7[ one member suffers, all sutter

toge t/mr; if one memberis ﬁonorec/, all rcjo/cc togct/%cr.”

The Kingdom of (God is about serving others and Passing along
faith. Knowlcclgc about the Kingc!om of God is not to be hidden
away or cht to oncsclﬂ but shared and taught as much as Possiblc.
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T he Kingﬂom of
Heaven is like eating a
meal at a restaurant,
knowing you onlg have
$2 to your name, and
the wait staff tells you

the meal was Paicl for

by the wait staft.



&5 KINGDOM TALES

he name on the front of the funeral booklet said « Joe ‘Mr.
i Coﬁccc’ Gunderson.” Tl‘vc man who was in charge of coffee
was named Mr. Gunc{ersorx, but everyone at the churchjust

called him “Mr. Coffee.”

Mr. Coffee would get up very ear]g every Sun&ag morning and get
to the church before anyone else. Mr. Cogcc would set up tables
and chairs, sct out cups, and would make several pots of coffee for
the People of the church. Hc would then welcome PeoPle as theg

came in with smiles and coffee and a warm handshake.

e did this every sing]e Sun&ag.

He was up earlg.
e made coffee.

[He did it because he loved to serve.

One morning everyone else arrived at church to find the tables and
chairs set up, the cups out, the coffee maclc, and Mr. Cogee
s]umPed overin a chair. Joe ‘Mr. Coffee’ (Gunderson Passec} away.

]t was a very sad moming for People at the church when theg lost this

dear servant. There was shock and tears and a great sense of loss.
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At his Funeral, one person got up to speak about Joe “Mr Cogce”
(Gunderson. T he young man recounted how he had been far from
(God and decided to give (God one last shot to make a difference in
his life. He Pu”ed into a random church one 5uncla3 and went in for
services. He was grec’ced bg “Mr. Cogee.”

He said: “Mr. Cogcc gave me a cup of coffee and made me feel so
very welcome. [Trom that cup of coffee until now, | have felt welcomed
and got the sense that God was welcoming me too. l have again
found my faith with GGod. ‘Mr (Coffee’ wasn’t rca“g about the coffee,
but he was about serving and loving (God so that others would feel

welcomed.”

Otlﬂcrs nodded their head in agreement as the young man spoke at
the funeral of his dear friend.

E_nd



FPsalm 1454 (F.SV)

“One gcneraﬁon shall commend Your works to anot/mr, and shall
declare Your m{g/n’y acts.”

Matthew 6:20-21 (F.SV)

“ But /aﬂ up for yourse/veg treasures in /7@aven, where neither moth
nor rust a’cstroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. /: or

where your treasure /s, there your heart will be also.”

2 Timotlﬂg 4.6-8 (. SV)

“For[am a/rcaa/ﬂ 56/’/75 pourea’ out as a drink offer/hg, and the time
of my a]e/oarfure has come. / have zfoug/nf the gooa/ )[/gf/ﬂ; / have
tinished the race, / have kepf the faith. / 7,6/7C€)[Ol’f/7 thereis /a/'du/o for
me the crown of r{g/n‘eousncss, which the j’_ord, the r/g/;teousjudge,
will award to me on that alay, and not on{g to me but also to all who
have loved s app@ar/hg”

Thc Kingdom of (God is about serving others and Passing along
faith. Knowlcclgc about the Kingc!om of God is not to be hidden
away or cht to oncsclﬂ but shared and taught as much as Possiblc.




(_omein ( hrist
is like Amish
dandelionje”y on

a fresh made

warm buttermilk

biscuit.



2. Ringdom Tales

nce upon a time there was a world that was tota”g dark. No
Olight. No light at all. No sun. No moon. No stars. The
on]y lights in the whole world were ]ampsj canc”es, Fires, and

other man-made lights. Thc supcr~rich People had Hash]ights, but
that was more of a ]egencl that most Pcopie on]9 dreamed about.

Light was a commoditg often missed in this world.

]n this world that was tota“g clark, was a man that lived in a town where
there were no roads because the town was built on canals, rivers, and
lakes.

Everyone’s house was on some kind of water.

Everyone used some kind of boat to get around.

Our story centersonamanina boat making his way tl—\rougl—\ the dark
city canals. |t was more of a gonclola or canoe rea“g, but sufficed to
say that is was a small 2 or §~Person boat. ]t had a P]ace in the stern

Fora PCFSOH to row and a P]aCC in the }DOW W}"ICFC a ]amP was hung‘

Tl’le lamp would ]ight the way of the man in the boat.
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The man in his boat is just about to head home from work.
Umcortunatelg, hisjob at the local market was on one side of town
and his home with his Family was on the comPlete oPPosite side of
town. [Je had to make his way through all the canals home as quick
as he could. He lit the lamP on the front of his boat and set off into
the canal. He Pushed off with a long oar and began to make his way
down the canal. |n his boat was a box of suPP!ics for his neighbor,
some groceries for his Familg, and himself. e and the stuff took up

some of the room in the boat, but not all of it.

As he made his way down the cana], he could see about twenty feet
from the IamP in all directions. ]t was shining well. He Passecl out of

the market area into where houses stood.

The liglﬁt revealed a man wa”dng on the rig%t side on a walk way.
“Heg there!” the man on the walk called out.

“Heg there!” the man in the boat called back.

“T"‘leg can you spare some room in your boat for me? ] need a ride

down the canal”

“l cannot. l am on my way home. There is no room.” Tl’]e man in the
boat knew there was no reason to c{eng the man, but it was an
inconvenience. | hat there was no room in the boat was a lie. | here

was room For at ]east one ortwo hc they sat correct!g.



As soon as he Passed the man, the lamp at the front of his boat
dimmed. \/\/Hcre he could once see twenty feet from the lamp, he

cou]cl now see !ess. The clar‘mess crcPt closer to his boat.

Thc man in the boat continued down the canal towards his home.
Further down the canal he could see a faint glowing. ]t looked like a
collection of lights. As he got closer, he noticed it was a fire. A
house was on fire! |t was awful. | here was a string of Pcoplc with
buckets from the canal all the way to the house. Theg had formed a
chain to Fight the fire. Bucket after bucket of water was bcing
dumpcd into the house.

HC COUI& see Hames ancl 5mo‘<c.

HC COU]& see thég HCCCJCCJ more hands and l’IC]P

The man decided to head home instead of stop and I"ICIP. As soon
as he Passcd the fire brigadc, the ]amp at the front of his boat
dimmed. Wherc he could once see twenty feet from the Iamp, he

could bare]g see what was in front of him.

The lamP was barclg shim’ng.
The light from his boat lit almost nothing.
Tl’le darkness crePt closerto his boat and almost overtook him.

T he man in the boat could barclg sce in front of his boat. | his was

clangerous‘ Light was needed for him to navigate the correct canals
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to get home. Somc went rigl'\t Some went left. }ﬂe could not believe
that after each encounter his lamP had dimmed.

As he made his way througl'l what he tl‘xougl‘xt was a familiar canal, his
oar bumped the walk and he realized he had drifted dangerouslg close
to the edge. As he looked at the wa”<, he noticed a mother and two
kids sitting around a small dwind]ing candle. All three of them looked
disheveled and in his estimation Probablg did not have a home. [e
could barelﬁ see, but it looked like all three of them were sharing a

small Picce of bread.

He knew that was not enough for all of them.

r“]e shook his head.

r“]e Pushcc! his oar to move Past them and his lamP Poo{:cd out.
No light.

None.

f"’]e was in complcte darkness.

The man immec}iatelg moved his oar to move towards the bank and as
he did so the lamP flickered on and had a small g]ow‘ rﬂis boat lightlg
clunked against the walk. [Je looked at the dim]y lit lamP. [He looked
at the mother and three children. [He looked at his amP]e supplies in
his boat. With a callto the mothcr, he beckoned her overto the canal
eclge and gave her some food from his Provisions‘ She was so
thankful and she started to cry. T he kids ran to her andjumped up
and down excitec”y. Theg screeched thank yous to him.



While he was giving the mother and children food, his ]amp grew
steacmg brighter.

The man in the boat made his way down the canal towards his home.
He used the oar to navigate as best he could. The ]amP was not as
dim now, but ever since he had left the woman and her children the
]amp was a little brighter. Not like when he started, but a little
brightcr. As he wasjust about home, he could almost smell his wife’s
cooking. He could almost hear his kids Iaughing.

As he rounded a bend towards home, the Iamp lit a boat in the middle
of the canal in front of him. The boat was not moving in the waterand
was in distress. Tl’xe othercraft was sitting quitc low in the water. }”lc
could see aman Bai]ing water. TI’]C man had a bucket and was bailing

over and over so that his boat would not sink.
“r—]cg there!” the man sinking and bai]ing cried out.
“]’—]ey there!” the man in the boat called back.

“]"]ey can you spare an extra hand? ] can’t bail water and fix the leak
at the same time!” [He said this all while }Jailing water constantlg.

Tl’le man looked at the man bai]ing water. rﬂe looked towards home.
He looked at the lamP on the front of his boat. «| will,” he cried out.
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[He lashed his boat quicug to the sinking one and grabbcd the
bucket. With much egort, he took over bailing water at a feverish
pace. Thc owner of the boat quicklg grabbecl suPPlies and fixed the
hole in his boat. |t did not take ]ong for the man to fix his boat for
everyone in this dark world who lived in this town were boating

experts.

T he man did not notice it, but while he was bailing water, the ]amp on
his boat grew brighter and brigh’cer. ]t grew brigh’cer than it had ever
been. |n fact, the lamp was so bright it helpcd the man fix his boat

even faster because he could see exactlg what he was cloing.

The lamP grew so bright that the Pcoplc who lived in the area came

to their windows and look out.

Theg saw one man helPing another and nodded their heads in

affirmation.

Tl’léy Saw mercy anc} kiﬂdﬂCSS anc] IOVS From one PCFSOH to another.

End



Matthew 5:14-16 (F.SV)

“ You are the //5/71' of the world. A C/'Ly set on a hill cannot be hidden.
15 /\/or do Peolo/c //5/7[' a /amlf) anc/Put it under a baséet, but on a
stand, and it gives //g/it to allin the house. 16 n the same wagj, Jet your

//g/n!' shine before ot/n:rs] so that i'/wy may see your gooa/ works and
give g/orﬂ to your I ather W/70 /s in heaven.”

The Kingdom of (God is about serving others and Passing along

faith. Knowlcclgc about the Kingc!om of God is not to be hidden
away or cht to oncsclmc, but shared and taught as much as Possiblc.
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&2 KINCDOM TALES

nce upon a time there was woman whoscjob it was to carry
O rocks from the rock Pi]e outside of hervi”age all the way into

her hometown. She had a large basket on her back to fill
at the rock Pilc and then walk to town. Shc did this over and over as
]ong asitwas light. [t was hard work and sweaty work and hcavg work,
but it was herjob and it was how she Paid the bills to help feed her
Fami]g. She wasn’t goocl at cooking or gardening or mending clothes
or music or teaching or se”ing in the market or any of the norma]jobs

women did for a living in town.

So, she carried rocks.
Big rocks.

Lit’cle rocks.

Mudd9 rocks.

Brown rocks.

Lots of rocks.

Onc Par’cicu!ar clay the woman was Fi”ing up her basket at the Pile of
rocks outside of town disaster struck. She hefted a prety good~
sized rock from the Pile and tl‘wougl‘rt she gotitinto her basicet, but she
did not. ]nstead oFdroPPing it into her basi(et, the pretty good~sizec{
rock droppecl onto her foot.



51’16 hooted.

She hollered.

She caterwauled.

51’16 hoppec{ around one-footed.

The Pain of her toes let the rest of her bodg know something was
wrong. Her shabbg shoes had not Protectcd her feet at all. Shc
hurt herself. Bad.

Just about then, a skirmg young man on a horse was riding bg out of
town. [Je saw her hopping around on one foot in obvious Pain. She
was ye”ing and carrying on and cle)cinitelﬁ looked like she was hurt.
Tl’lc skinny young man noticed the pretty gooc{—sizcd rock on the
ground and gucssecl what had happcncd.

The skinnﬁ young man rode on choosing not to see.

Tl"IC woman knows in her mind, for where else are such tl'n'ngs known,

that she has to head back to town with her basket full of rocks. Shc
must have rocks. No rocks. No pay- No rocks. Bac{ c{ag.

Her?oot hurt. The tougl—r lac]g hefted the large basket on her back
and started to ]imP into town. Tl‘n’s was not a sliglﬁt limP oralittle ]imP,

but a dreadful noticeable Paimcu] ]imP.
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As she was hcacling into town, the local bodgbuilcling champion
named Mariusz Happened to be wa”(ing the same way as her. e
noticed her dreadful Paimcul [imP, but didnt say angthing [e noticed
the limp made her almost spi” rocks out of her basket. [He didnt say
angthing. A conversation bcgan and theg talked about the weather
and how the Price of rocksjust kePthing up and up and up. Mariusz
bought lots of rocks for lhcting.

She stumbled.

The boc‘gbuilding champion noticed her stumble and felt so sorry for
her. e Pitiecl her. She had to lug those rocks all the way into town
with a ]imp and his heart felt so sad for her. The two walked until thcy
came to the outskirts of town and the })odgbui]dcr waved gooc“ayc
and went into the gym. Thc woman with the dreadful noticeable
Paimcul limP carrying rocks on her back waved goo&bﬁe to her friend

Mariusz and continued on into town.

5}'\6 Passed the local general store. Men and women Pointcd and
noticed her, but no one came up to her to aid. She walked and
walked. The women at the beaut3 salon called out to her and told
her how sorry thcg were for her Pain, but none l—\eiped carry any of
herload. She walked and walked. A Politician giving a SPeech inthe
town square noticed her and decided to use heras an examP]e of the
economic l—\ardsl'xips workp]acc irjurics Placc on Pl’!gsica] laborers and

}‘IOW local laws WOUICI hClP SUC}“I PCOP]C once he was C!CCth.



]t was not until she Passed the local elemen’cary school when
somethingamazing haPPenecl. A” of the children were at recess when
the woman carrging) the rocks !imped }33‘ One 139 one the children
broke from their hopscotclﬂ andjump ropes and kickball games and
ran to the hard~wori<ing limPing woman. As the woman wa”(ecl, a child
would come up behind her and take a stone from her basket and carry

it alongside her.
One bﬁ one children came.

The woman ]impcc{ along with an empty basket as a gaggie of kids
behind hereach carried herload. ]t was not long Past the schoolwhen
the woman came upon herrock Pilc in town. Onc }39 one the children
tossed their rocks and stones on the Pi]c, smi]ecl, wavccl, and ran back

to the school yarcl.
Tl’lc woman had a big smile from ear to ear, but herfoot did still hurt.

The next c]ag the woman with the dreadful noticeable Paimcul limp
whoscjob it was to carry rocks on her back... went back to work. No
rocks. No pay. No rocks. Bad c}ag. Herxcoot was l‘lur’c, but she had
rocks to move and so off to work she went. T}':e limp was not as

noticeable after an evening of Propping herfoot up with an icePack.

A dis’cressing sight greeted the woman as she arrived at her rock Pile
outside of town. Sitting on her rock Pile was the skinny young man
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from the clag before who noticed her Pligh’c, but rode out of town
without hclping.

[Te sat in obvious Pain.

She aPProachecl and he mentioned to her that a goocl distance after
]caving town, he sneezed the loudest sneeze anyone had ever
sneezed and scared his horse. [is horse bucked him off and ran
away. ]n the process of lancling on the grouncl, he hurt both his feet.
|t had taken him all night to drag himself back to the spot of the rock

Pi]e.

What would she do?
What could she sag?

This Particular story can end in several ways as the woman who
carries rocks rcsponds to the young skinng man who lﬂas hurt both
Feet.

Yes, she could fill up her basket with rocks and more rocks and then
Put the basket on her back and make her way into town leaving the
young skinny man to c]rag!—ﬁmsehcinto town. We might call that normal

1Cair ]:)Chavior or natura( COﬂSCqUCHCCS ‘FO!” t}TC Houng man.

Magbe she could start laughing hgsterica”g because a person who
re]cusecl to helP her the clay before needed her helP‘



She could Point and stare for sure.

Reenacting the accident all the while ma‘(ing fun of him for being

stupid and heartless is a real Possibi!itg one migl'\t call ironicjusticc.

Yes, she could sit and listen to him tell his story of woe and cmPathize
and share with him words of Pitfj and sorrow. She could share her
expcricncc the dag before with Pain and anguislﬂ and also then blame
him for not helping her and share that he’s in the sPot he’sin because
he’s a terrible person. We miglﬂt call that correcting his behavior.

And then there is another Possibili’cy that may or may not occur to
us. Shé could sit and listen to him tell his story of woe and cmPatlﬁiZC
and then Pick up the 5l<irmy young man and stuff him in her basket and
carry him back to town because a skinng young man weighs much less

than a basket full of rocks. We might call that comPassion.

Tl"IC Kingclom of (hod is full of souls who cleng themselves and their

sinful natures regular]9 in order to be more like Jesus who loves us

and S}“IOWS UﬂdCSCI’\/Cd comPassion.

E_nd
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Psalm 78:38 (F.SV)

“Yet /7'6) be/ng compassionate, atoned for their /’n/’qu/tﬂ and did not

c/cstroy i'/76/77; /7,(:‘ restrained | '7’/5 anger often and did not stir up all
[Tis wrath.?

> “rawkham”: to love deeplg, to have mercy, to be comPassionate

Matthew 22:26-38 (. SYV)
« Teac/wsr, which is the great commandment in the [ aw?” 3 7 And [Fe

said to him, “You shall @ the [ ord your Crod with all ﬂour/nfart and
with all your soul and with all your mind. 38 7/7/5 is the great and first

commandment.”

> “agapao”: to be well Pleasccl, to love &carly

The Kingclom of God has its Foundation, meaning, and purpose in
love. A person must understand love to comPrchcnd the will of God
and to understand how to behave as a child of (God. | ove is the
“whg” to so many qucsﬁons about God’s Kingdom and solves many

mgstcrics.




The King&om of
Heaven is like eating
a meal at a restaurant,

knowing you only
have $2 to your name,
and the wait staff tells
you the meal was Paici

for l:)g a stranger.
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%,
& mingdom Tales

emas waited bg the side of the road in the shadows. [Je had
D his spot Pickccl out Perpectiy... it was his normal spot. [He
could see the road coming down from Jerusalem, but none
of the travelers could see him. }"le had done this several times and
had stolen some good loot over the Past few dags. }"lc tightened the
griP on his knife. He didm’t want to use it, but would if he had to... it

was more FOF ShOW.

Demas heard the sound of a voice coming down the road. [He
crouched a little lower. In the distance, he saw a big fat man singing
obnoxiouslg loud and moving care!ess!g on the road. T he traveler
moved his hands in the air and sang ]ouc”9 to the skg to no one in
Par’cicular. On his l"llP was a Iarge leather sack... magbe money...
magbc important scrolls someone would pay to get back. Ths man
cer’cain]g was dressed wealthg and did not seem to pay attention to
angthing but his song,.

Tl’]e loud man Passccl Demas’ l’liding Placc. Demas sprung from his
hicling Place. [He grabbcd the man from behind and spun him around
with force. r"]e put the knife threatcninglg to his big fat bellg‘



“Iand over the sack! | will rob you as | have all the others!” Demas

saidina demanding low voice.

The fat wealthg man tried to back up, but Demas kept a good hold
on his cloak and shook him a little.

“Hand over the sack!” Demas 9elled louder.

The fat man’s face was Fearpul, but on]3 for a moment. A” of a
sudden, the man stopped strugg]ing, took the sack, and handed it to
Demas with a largc knowing smile sprcading across hisface. Demas
could not Figure out why the fat rich man s’coPPecl struggling and

smiled.

leen Demas heard it behind him.
Tl"IC clink.

Tl’lC clank.

Tl"IC sound of several feet on the road.

Demas turned to find five Roman soldiers with swords drawn.

]t had been a ’craP.

“Good soldiers)” the fat man said aclclressing the Romans, “this man
came from the darkness beside the road and has robbed me of my
Pack. | believe he is the same highwagman that has been robbing

otherinnocent travelers.”
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Thc commander of the soldiers stepped forward.

Demas droPPcd his knife and hung his head ashamed that he had fell

for such an obvious traP.

“We heard him. We’ve got our man and you held up your end of the
}Dargain.” Thc commander took the sack from Demas and handed it

back to the man. [He also tossed a sack of coins in his direction.

“Now be on your wag!” the commander said to the man-who-had-
been-bait. With that, the soldiers bound [Demas and Pushcd him

back towards Jerusalem.

While thcg were Puslﬂing him back to Jerusalem, tl’ICH laugl’xcd that
their trap had worked the first time theg tried it. Also while tlﬁeg led
him back to Jerusalem, theg read off his charges:

The)c’c of travelers on a Romarx road three times.

Tl’l@c’c of a nobleman’s seal and blackmail.
Tl’l@\ct from a market.

Tl’l@c’c from a butcher.

Tl’l@c’c from a baker.

Thcft from a candle stick maker.

Tl’l@\ct from an inn.



AH of those were true, Dcmas ’clﬁougl’]’cJ along with some ’clﬂeg had not
tied to him. As he marched bound towards Jerusa!em, he wondered
what his Punishment would be? What would haPPen to him now that
the Romans had caught a thief?

Demas sat in his cell for over a month. [Je was now og)cicia”y a
convicted thief in the court of the Romans and no l‘rope of release.
All the cl‘rarges against him were true. Witness and those he had
stolen from had come forward and identified him as the thief. Not

onlg that, the soldiers had cauglﬂt him in their trap stealing.

He was guiltg.
His Punishmcnt?
Hc had not heard 9ct.

T he fellow with him in his cell was also a convicted criminal. Poth

were indeed guiltg as theg shared their stories.

Demas sat in his cell and heard a loud commotion outside. |t was the
loudest he had heard the soldiers get since he had arrived here. He
heard the soldiers ge”ing and mocking. They were whipping
someone. [Je heard the sounds of ﬂogging.

He heard words like “hail” and “king.”
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Demas wasn’t sure what was going on out there, but it did not sound
goocl... not even a little. Wl’}o were they bcating’? What had the man
done? What would make the soldiers ye” so much? Was he next?

A\Cter the bcatings secemed to die down, the gates in the hall outside
his cell began to open. Someone was coming for them. A solider
arrived at his cell and raked the kegs a]ong the bars. He openccl the
gate.

“Time for you two to receive your sentencel” the solider called out

with a P]eascd tone.
“Whatis our sentence,” the other man in the cell qucstioned?
The solider said with a smile, “crucifixion.”

Demas l’lung his head in shame.

O]C course, it was crucifixion.

Dcmas hurt.

5hou|ders were out of socket.

Nails Pierced his bones in his hands and feet.
Bare]y stand the Pain.

[ands were numb.

Pack was raw from rubbing up and down on the cross.

Bare]y breathe.



Demas was hung first. | hen the man who had been in the cell with
him. Then it was the man who he heard being beaten bg the soldiers.
He heard them all ta”(ing‘

Thc man between them was Jesus of Nazarcth. Jcsus was a Rabbi
who had been about the countrﬂside cloirxg miracles and teaching
Peop!e about God. He had even heard the soldiers say that Filatc
the governor had declared [Him innocent, but crucifixion was still [ 1is

sentence. Cruchcixion for an innocent man simplg made no sense!

Demas heard Jesus say, “Fathcr, Forgivc thcm, for theg do not know
what theﬁ are cloirxg." He saw Jesus’ mother there. He heard Jesus

ask some 9oung man to care {:OF }‘IIS mother. HC hcard PCOPIC PaSS

}39 ca”ing r"iim the Cl’lrist.

The Christ!

Tl’lc Christ was bcing killed!

Why would anyone kill the Christ?!

He was the One Promiscd in the | _aw and the Frop!ﬂe’csl

All three men suffered on their crosses all dag long. Demas seemed
to notice as the dag grew strangclg darker that Jesus bore more
weight and Pain than he or the other man. Sometlﬁing else was going
on with [im. Suddenlg the other man started to 96“ at_Jesus.
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He would lift up on the nails and cry out over and over, "Aren't you
the Christ? Save yourselxcancl us!”

Demas could not believe that the other man would be awful even now.
Theg were all dyir\g. Demas Pushec{ up on his nail and rebuked him
saying, "Don't you fear GOCL since you are under the same
sentence? We are Punishcdjust]g, forwe are getting what our deeds
deserve. Put this man has done nothing wrong." Demas slunk back
down and Pain shot through his arms and lungs and lcgs.

Jcsus looked over at him. [His eyes were full of ... compassion...

sacrifice... power... omniPotence... gooc{ness... holiness... he had never

seen eyes like those before.

Certainly this was the (Christ!

Then Demas lifted himself up again on the nail and eked out, "Jesus,

remember me when 3OU come into 3our i(ingclom.“

Jesus answered him, "] tell you the truth, todag you will be with me in

Parac!ise.”

E_nd



[ uke 2%:39-43 (ESV)
« Onc of the criminals who were /hangcc/ railed at f’7'/m, say/rg “Are
You not the C/7r/5t? 53\/@ Yoursc/[ and us!” 40 But the other
rebuked him, saying, “[ Do you not fear (God, since you are under the
same sentence of condemnation? 41 And we /nc/@cayust/ , forwe are
receving the due reward of our deeds; but this Man has done /701!'/’7/’/75
wrong.” 42 Ana’ he sa/'af “Jcsus, remember me when you come into
Your b’ngdom. 743 And [Je said to him, “ Tru/y, / say to you, too/ay
you will be with Me in Parac//se.”

Romans 5:6-11 (F.9YV)
«For while we were stilf Wcaé, at the r/('g/n{' time C/7r/'5t died for the

ungoa//y. 7 For one will 5carcc[g die for a r/g/n‘eous Pcr5017——t/70ug/7
/:Jcr/mlos for a gooa/ person one would dare even to die— 8 but (God
shows [Tis love for us in that while we were still sinners, (_hrist died
for us. 9 5//7C@, t/nfrc)[ore, we have now been j’ust/')[/'@c/ [,Dﬂ /L7/5 b/ooaf
much more shall we be 5aveo/[>ﬂ /7’//17 from the wrath O[GOC/. ]O /:or
if while we were enemics we were reconciled to (7o0d [éﬂ the death of
f 7’115 50/7, much more, now that we are reconc//@c/, shall we be saved
éﬂ / 7’/15 life. 117 More than t/73t, we also rcjo/cc n Goc/ t/ilrougﬁ our
Lorc/ Je5u5 Cﬁr/sf, t/7roug/7 whom we have now received

reconciliation”
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% % KINGDOM TRUTH #

Faithin Jesusisthe ONLY way into the Kingdom of God.




&z Kingdom Tales

ercy is like two farmers who had two fields next to each
Mothcr. E_ac]’m farmer came out on the same moming to
prepare theirfields and to Plan’c seed. Theg looked at each

other and went about their work.

Farmer Smi’ch went about his work and Planted seed the way he knew
how which was how his father had tauglﬂt him. [Tarmer Jones was
P]anting sced and noticed what was happening in the other field and
laug]ﬁecl and carried on. [Je shouted and made fun of his neighbor

because of poor Farming technique and how nothing would grow.
Bg the end of the clayj both farmers had Plantcc} their fields.

Tl’lat night there was a furious storm with miglﬂty wind and much rain.
The next morning both farmers went out to inspect their fields.

f:armcrjones, who hacljeerec{ his ncighborand loud]g bullied Farmer
Smith, found that in the storm all his seed had been blown away or
washed away. [He basica“g had an empty field. [He also had used up
all his seed so he had nothing [Tarmer Smith went to inspcct his field
and found evergtlﬁing was fine. ]n Fact) he even had extra seed in the
barn which had survived the storm.
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T he two farmers met at the fence between theirfields and compared
notes. Farmer Jones was downcast. He feared for the future.
Farmer Smith, who had extra seecl, went to his barn, got seec{, and
hefted the bags over the fence to his neighbor.

E_nd



Matthew 5.7 (F.SV)
“ 5/655(:‘0/ are the merc/[u/, for i'/wﬂ shall receive mercy.”

Matthew 9:13 (. SV)

“ GO and learn what this means: ‘/c/es/rc mercy, and not sacrifice.’ f: or

/ came not to call the r{g/ﬂ’eous, but sinners.”

James 2:13 (F.SV)

“/: or ]ua/gment is without mercy to one who has shown no mercy.

M ercy tr/'ump/w ovcrjua/gmcnt.”

James 3:17 (F.SV)

“«Rut the wisdom from above is first pure, then Pcaccab/@, gcm‘/c,
open to reason, full of mercy and gooc/ )[ru/ts, i}npan‘ia/ and sincere.”

The Kingclom oFGoc! isan atmosphcrc of comPlctc mercy and grace
and comPassion, Human bcings need it to be so because we fail and
fall often and quitc miscrably. The only way to be reconciled to God
is for [im to extend comPassion and mercy to us. (Grace is motivated

]:73 His love for us.




T he Kimgéom of

Jesusis like a
family owned
company which is
bought by the son
and then given to
the emplogces.



a2 KINGDOM TALES

magne a little area where all kinds of birds live. T here are toucans,
]t]amingos, Peacocks, go]&en Pl’xeasants, and all kinds of colorful
macaws. Theg all live in txarmong except for one season when
vi”agers who live nearbg ctma”engc cach other to see which villager can

P]uck the most feathers from the birds.
]t is fun for the vi”agcrs and Paimcul for the birds.
One &ag, the secason came for Plucking feathers.

A” of the birds saw the vi”agcrs coming and hid amongst the thick
toliage, but one bird decided not to hide. lee Peacock decided not
to hide. Ttwe Peacock, instead of hi&ing, decided to raise his head
high, sPrcac{ out its beautiful tcathers, and strut around like he was
hot stuff. 5ure]3 the bird would be seen as too beautiful to Pluck

and the vi”agers would leave him alone.
(/lmcortunatelg for the Pcacock, that was not the case.
Ttle vi”agers found the Peacock strutting around and grabbccl every

single one of the bird’s feathers. Ttne rest of the birds staged hidden
safe and sound and full of Plumage.



Kingclom Tales | Fage | 67

The Proud Peacock had been striPPed of all his feathers.
The Prouc{ Peacock had been striPPec{ of all his feathers.

Soon, the villagers all went away because they could find no more
g Y Y

birds to Ptuck. Some of the birds remained hidden. Once the coast

was clear , toucans, tlamingos, Peatnerxs, go]den Pheasants, and all
kinds of colorful macaws came out of tliding and saw what happenec}
to the Proud Peacoclc.

]t was not long until the laughter bcgan.

“You look like a ctwicken,” a toucan guttawecl.

“You look rcady to be Put inanoven,” a tlamingo squawkec{.

“You look ridiculous,” a Peahen declared.

“50 much for strutting your stutt, now you have no stutt,” crowed a

Ptneasant.

All of the macawsjust Pointec’ and laugtucd.
Ttlc ]augtnter of all the birds filled the air.

Once the coast was c]ear, toucans, tlamingos) Peatacns, go!den
Phcasants, and all kinds of colorful macaws had come out of tliding
and saw what had happened to the Proucl Peacock.



Theg were Poking fun.
They were Having quite a ]augh fest at the demise of the Peacoc‘(‘

| ittle did the flocks know that the vi”agers had notgone that garawag
in a bit of P]annedjiggergj:aokerg‘ Theg heard qui’ce the commotion
and immediatelﬁ decided to investigate. Theg saw the Peacock
strippcd of feathers surrounded bg a whole tl'xrong of birds full of

feathers!

Tlﬂcg got low.

Tlﬂcg got slow.
Theg knew how to go.

Tl’lc birds were gocusing on making fun of the Peacock and did not
sense the encroaching humans. Thcg were all mai(irxg such a

commotion that not one bird knew the vi”agers were coming close.

Tl"IC vi”agcrs leaPt from the bushes and began to Pick all the feathers
off all of the birds. No bird could Fly away. No bird could get out of
the way. A” of the birds malcingfun of the Pcacockgot theirfeathers
Pu”e& and there was notlnirxg t}'\ey could do to stop it.

A” the birds were left featherless.

Not one feather remained in the whole forest.

E_nd



Kingclom Tales | Fage | 69

2 Chronicles 26:16-21 (ESV)

“ But when he was strong, he grew Prouc/, to his destruction. f: or he
was unfaithful to the [_orc/ his Goc/ and entered the t@mp/e of the
[ ord to burn incense on the altar of incense. 17 Put Azariah the
IDr/'cst went in after /’7/}77, with e{g/n’y pr/csts of the [ ord who were men
ofvalor, 18 and t/my withstood K/}zg[//zzfaﬁ and said to him, “[tis not
for you, (//221}3/7, to burn incense to the | ord, but for the pr/ests, the
sons of Aaron, who are consecrated to burn incense. Go out of the
sanctuary, for you have done wrong, and it will bring you no honor
from the Lord Goa/. 779 7776/7 [//zz/a/s was angry. /\/ow he had a
censer in his hand to burn incense, and when he became angry with
the Pr/ests, /c/orosy broke out on his forehead in the presence of the
Pr/csts in the house of the Loraf [29 the altar of incense. 20 And
Azar/éfs the chief, priésf and all the Pri@sfs Jooked at /71}77, and tgeﬁo/c/,
he was /(:‘/DI‘O[JS in his forehead! And i'/nfy rushed him out qu/cé/ﬂ, and
he himself hurried to go out, because the [ ord had struck him. 21
And K/hg (//zzia/7 was a /cpcr to the a/ay of his a/eafﬁ, and Z)é/ﬂg a
/e/ocr Ived in a scparate house, for he was excluded from the house

of the [ ord. And Jot/)am his son was over the /</ng’5 household,
governing the Pco/o/c of the fand?”

i John2:16 (FSV)
“For all that is in the world—the desires of the Hesh and the desires

of the eyes and /Dr/c/c of life—is not from the I ather but is from the

world.”



The Kingclom of Godis an economy of submission where there is no
Placc for Pn'clc. Pride is not rewarded or wanted. [fumbleness and
service is the currency of Heaven. Denial of self is the order of each

and CVCI‘H day.




The Kingéom of
(God is like
refunded bank

fees from a
mistake you

legitimatclg made.



2. Ringdom Tales

here once was a guy named Fetc. Fetc decided that he
i wanted to }Dug a pet and have that pet with him at all times
and a]ways be with him. Fe’ce went to his local pet store and

explained to the kind Pet store owner exact]9 what he wanted.

“] know it sounds si“y, but ] want a pet that will be my friend. ] want a

pet who will like me. | want a pet who will encourage me,” he said.

Tl’léﬂ he awkwarcﬂg askeé, “]s that weird?”

Tl"l@ pet store owner looked at him with a strange glarc, but then his
face lit up. He Pointécl to the bird section.

Fete walked over to the bird section and there was on]g one bird in
the whole section. ]t was a medium sized Mgna Bircl with a little Pair
of headpl—voncs on. |t wasjust Perchec} there and watched him as he
aPProachcé.

Tl’lere was a sign hanging in front of the bird: “No touching. This
birdis rea&g to repeat w!natever\ljou tell him. Make itgoocl. Buy him.
Say one Phrase, and he is smart cnough to repcat it at exact19 the
right time. This is a super inte“igeﬂt bird.”
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Fete looked at the bird.

The bird seemed to smile at him.

He saw a little 3ellow beak with ajct~blac‘< body.
T he bird seemed to smile at him.

Fetc had to have the bird!

Tlﬂe store owner walked up behind him: “Do you want the bird?”
“Yes,” Fete answered.

As soon as Fcte noddcd, the store owner took the hcadphones off
the bird and itjumpecl onto Fete’s shoulder. ltjus’c sat there. ]t

looked at him expectantlg.

The owner Pointe& to the sign and indicated that the next thing Fete
said would be learned and rePeated by the bird.

Fete realized the erxormity of what he had to teach the bird. He
wanted a )Crienc”ﬁ encouraging pet companion to rival all others:
Wl‘:at would encourage him the most?

Wl—]at would benefit him the most to hear often?

Wl—]at would he need to hear over and over?

Tl’len it came to him.
[He knew exac’cig what Phrase he would teach his bird.



Pete said very c]early to the bird: “[Tollow Jesus in all things.”

Thc Pet shop owner looked very strange at Fete for he was not a
Christian. [Je had a Bible at home, but it was Propping up his
kitchen table to make it even.

As he took Fctc’s money he said to Fcte, “Tlﬂat has to be the
dumbest thing that | have ever heard. You are anidiot. Now for the
rest of that bird’s life it will say, ‘Fo”ow Jesus in all things.’ You are
so dumb.” T he owncrjust kcpt saying derogatorg things to Fete

over and over. His voice was angry.

FCtC found himself getting angry himself. f"]is thouglﬂts })Cgan to
come one after another: ‘Who in the world was this guy? Wl’xy would
he be sojudgmental? Whg would hcjust attack him about his faith?’

As the owner said more and more things, Fcte got angrier and
angrier. As he stood there waiting for his receiPt, Fetc felt the need
to call down curses from (God on this fellow and ge” back at I—n'm, but
in the moment, the bird looked at him and saic{, “Fo”ow Jesus in all

t}'\ings.”

Fete realized that answering in anger would solve nothing‘

Fetc realized starting and argument would not be hc]PFul.
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Pete Paused for a moment and said simply, “ Jesus is my anchorin life
and l look to [im for direction. Right now, l want to 56” at you and
return the hate that you have flooded in my direction. Put | wont
because a gentlc word turns away wrath. ] hopc somec{ag you meet
(5od and exPerience His grace.” With ’chat, Fete walked out of the

store.
The birdjust bobbed his head up and down in aPProva].

Fcte had other P!accs to go. ]n 1Cact, he had to go and get tires for his
truck. Hc got in his truck and the bird l'xoppcd off his shoulder and
onto the seat. Fcte drove to the tire store and could already feelhis
frustration brcwing. You see, Fetc ordered and Paicl for his tires 3
weeks ago. Tl’xc first weck, tl‘xcg had ordered the wrong tires. Tl’]é
second week, theg had gotten his tires in, but had sold them to
someone else on accident. This was the third week. As he Pu”e&
into the Par!(ing lot of the tire P]acc, he could feel the frustration

growing as he an’cicipatecl another unforeseen Problem.

He oPened the doorto getout and his birdjumpec{ onto his shoulder.
[He walked into the office of the tire Place.

[He waited in line.

He waited his turn.

He waited in line.

Jt was ’caking longer than it should have.



[His righteous frustration grew. Tl’xey had messed up twice and now
he had to take a clay og to ge’c somcthing done.

When Fete got to the front of the line, it was the manager manning
the desk. Fc’ce gave his name. The manager asked how his
exPerience had been and hisjaw droPPed as Fete exP]ainecl the
ordeal over the past 3 weeks. Pete exp]ained it ca]m]9 and with

Patiencc.

The manager listened and then tgpecl FPete’'s order into the
computer. [His face fell. He almost did not look at Pete. “Uh sir,”
the manager said, “your tires are not here. Theg will be here

tomorrow.”
Fete’s blood pressure skyrocketecl.

Tl’erC times now this Place had messed upl Not once, not twice, but
three times. The bird on Fete’s shoulder cheeped, “Fo”ow Jesus in
all things” and then went back to looking around at all the colorful

Posters.
Fete stood there not knowing what to say.
Tl’le manager looked at Fcte in shock and said, “] can’t believe you

are not 3e”ing or asking for a refund or te”ing me how awful we are.”

Fetej ust stared.
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[He rea”g could not even think.

“Let me tell you what we are going to clo,” the manager continued, “]
am going to Push tlﬂrough a $50 rebate for you on these tires you
have alrcady bough’c. ] am going to ngracle you right now and l am
Put’cing 4 better tires on your vehicle instead of 2. ] am going to try
and make this rig}wt since we have done so Poor]g. |s that ok?”

Fete looked at the man. A man who wasjust trging to do the righ’c
tlﬁing inan impossiblg hard situation. Pete handed him the lceg.

The birdjust nodded up and down as Fete satin the waiting area for
his vehicle. Fetc satin the waiting area forhis truck. lt got done. }”lc
left with 4 new tires on his truck and the whole situation had been

made right

On his way lﬁomc, Fctc noticed that ear!g voting was open at his local
]ibrarg. He could go vote. He had the clag off. ]t never took all that
]ong, but to be honest, he wasn't all that P]eased with angtl—]ing or
anyone he had to vote for. He looked at his bird and started to talk
as t}'\ey sat at the traffic light

“l dorm’t want to vote. ] dor’t think my vote rea”y matters. ] am not

even sure what should guide my vote,” he said to his pet comPanion.



The bird looked at him with one eye and cocked its head and
rePeatec{, “Fo”ow Jesus in all things.”

Fete was a little Puzzlcd and looked at the bird: “Are you ’ce”ing me
that as a Christian, Jcsus cares whether or not ] vote and also has a

divine oPinion on how ] should vote? Are you sure?”

The birdjust bobbed his head up and down.

[He gotto the librarg and he turned into the voting Place. [He walked
up and the volunteer on the outside asked him to have his | out as

that makes it all go faster. She looked strangelg at him since he still
had his bird on his shoulder.

Tl"IC birdjust nodded his head up and down and ﬂapped his wings.

FCtC got into the Po”ing P!ace and gave his | to the worker. 51’16
inPut his ]D and he signed the little cligi’cal Pacl comcirming it was him
doing the voting, [He got a little receipt and followed the colors on
the floor to the Printer where his ballot was waiting for him. He took
the ballot and went to the little alcove where he could fill in the circles

for his vote.

He looked at his ballot.
T he first office he had to vote for was [resident.
He looked at the bird.
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T he bird looked at him and Pipccl, “Follow Jesus in all tlﬁings.”

He marked his ballot.

The second office he had to vote for were PCOP]C in the Congrcss.
[He looked at the bird.

The bird tilted his head and chirPecl, “Fo”ow Jesus in all things.”
e marked his ballot.

Therc were options for property appraisers. Thcre were selections
gorjuclges to keeP or dismiss. Tkere were even amendments to the
state constitution that were on the ballot. Some about energy and
some about taxes on Propertg. Therc was even one about lcgalizing

marﬂuana.

Fctc looked at his bird. “« Are you tc”ing me that God has Principlcs
to gui&e me in all of these things? You are ’ce”ing me that it matters
to my (Christian faith how | vote? Are you ’cc”ing me that being a
follower of Jesus means that even in voting there is a Goc”g Path?”
So many questions for this little bird.

He looked at the bird.
Thc bird observed the ballot and said, “T:o”ow Jesus in all tl—xings.”
[He marked his ballot.

Fete left the little voting alcove and put his paper ballot into the

scanner and the computer recorded his vote. Thc volunteer thanked



him for voting and gave him a little | voted?” sticker to put on his shirt.
He Put itonto encourage other Peoplc to vote.

Fete left the voting P]ace and headed home. Onhis way home, there
was a “more seasoned” driver in the lane ahead of him. She could
barcly see over the steering wheel and was clriving slowlg. 5!’16 was
weavingjust enough that he did not want to pass for fear of an

accident.

Pete’s bird looked at him, winked, and chittered, “[Follow Jesus in all
tlﬂings.” Pete chilled out as he came to the stop ]ight.

At the stop light, Fcte noticed a Pam—hanc”er on the side of the road.
Tl’lC person had a sign that saic{, “Need }DCCF, whg lie. God bless.”
Tl"IC pan handler looked at Fe’ce in his truck and noticed the bird.

Tl’lc bird looked at Fete and warb]cd, “Follow Jcsus in all things.”
Fete Pu”ecl out a $5 from his wallet and a card that had information

about his church’s food Pantr9 which haPPens on Tuesda3 mornings.
He gave the money and the card to the Pan%and]er.

Tl’le bird on his sl’rou]clcrjust nodded and nodded.

On the rest of the drive home, Fcte decided he wanted to listen to
music. He turned on the radio and blasted good tunes. The song
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he was ]istening towas a driving beat, but did have a curse word every

other minute.

The bird on his shoulder nodded his head and said very c]early:
“Seriouslg, do ] need to say it again? Bg now you should get it! As
a follower oFJesus, [He rules absolutelg every part of your life. No

cxceptions.”

E_nd



| uke 646 (F.SV)
“ W/y c/oyou C@//Me [ord Lorc/,’anc/not do Wﬁat/te//ﬂou?”

John 1421 (F.9YV)
“ W/70(:‘V(:‘F has Mﬂ commandments and Aceps i'/76m, he it is who loves

Me. And he who loves Me will be loved bﬂ Mﬂ [ather, and [ will love
him and manitest Mﬂsc/[ to him.”

Galatians 2:20 (ES\/)
«/ have been crucitied with (_hrist. [tis no /ongcr [who live, but (hrist

who lives in me. Anc/ the lite | now live in the Hesh [ live f)ﬂ faith in the
50/7 of Goa{ W/70 Joved me and gave f—//msc/[ for me.

The Kingdom of God is filled with PcoPlc who confess and accept
Jcsus of Nazareth as Savior and | ord. T he ‘Savior part is often
the most attractive and is seen as a ‘gct-vout-omc-hc"’ card. T he more
difficult side of Chn’stianitg, because of our sinful nature, is
submitting to the lordsl'ﬁp of Jesus Christ which is fruit of our

salvatio n.
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The ngdom cnc
God is like new
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& Ningdom Tales
ARCE STRANDS STOR
nce upon a time, there was a tall tower that stretched high
O into the skg. The top of the tower held a g!ass bowl filled
with the “Water of Li)ce.” Angone who reached the top of

the tower could drink from the g]ass bowl and could have one of

several gi?ts givcn bg the water.

One could have a great sense of be]onging and feel Par’t of a iarge

Family with shared goa]s and expcriences.

OHC COU]d have a sensc O{: being carecl FOI" ancl COUId care FOT‘ o’clﬁers

in return.

One could have a clear conscience in life and have a righteous

rcPutation.

One could have a faith in (God that is cleeP and wide and sure and

strong and sound.

One could have companions to experience life with in good times and

in bad.

One could have a Powchu] gi”ing of the Holy Spirit and real faith.



Kingclom Tales I Fage }85

Angwag, anyone who reached the top of the tower could drink from
the glass bowl and could have any of those ghcts described. The
Problem was that the tower had...

...no doors

... no stairs

...no ladders

... no windows

.. no hand holds

... nor any way to climb.
The tower was Pcr{:cctlg round and smooth.

Threc Peoplc took on the cha”cngc to reach the top of the tower.
Crowds gathcrcd to watch these three attempt to reach the top.
Each of them had trained in their own way to reach the toP and

receive a blessing.

[irst, there was a woman who decided that she would train and work
to run up the side of the tower. She Figured that (God had blessed
her with speec{, coorcliﬂation, and bravery and she could getup such
speed that she could run up the tower and reach the top. She
trained and she trained and she got faster and faster.

Hemceet were quick.
Her balance was Perpect.
5}16 outran a horse.



She outran a sPeecling train.
She outran even the wind!
She was reac{g‘

Thc sPeeclg woman got ready rumn. She walked away from the tower
a great distance in order to build up her sPeecl. Dust flew behind her
as she bcgan to run. Wooosh! 5}16 Picked up spccd. | caves blew
off trees. Spectators were shocked.

As she approached the tower, she attained top spccd and bcgan to
run up and up and up the tower. Hcr speecl slowed about ha]]c~wa3
up. UP she went, but every step was more difficult. She got two
thirds of the way up and then came back down. Woooshl Thé runner

landed at the bottom of the tower; unhur’c, but also unsuccessful.

Seconcl, there was a man who decided that he would train and work
tojump to the top of the tower. e Figurcd that God had blessed

him with good gect, strong legsJ and the perseverance needed tojumP
higl—\.

Hisjumping skill was unlike anyone who had lived before.
Hejumpcd so well that he cou]c’jump over a lake.

He coulcU’umP over his house in one leaP‘

Hejumpecl over the whole town.

Hisjumping was PerFec’c.

e was readg.
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Thcjumper walked to the base of the tower and gotin the right frame
of mind. e knew in his mind he was readg‘ The crowds cheered him

all the while consoling the fast running woman. Tl"‘lC man bent down
at the base of the tower and gatlﬂered all his will and streng’t}m The
grouncl underneath him shook as hejumpecl. Woooshl

Some of the crowd were shaken off their feet as hcjumped.
]t was a Perpectjump with great strength and skill.

The top of the tower was...
coming closer and closer and closer and closer
and then

... not so close and not so close and not so close.

e gottwo thirds of the way up and then came back down. \Wooosh!
r“]e landed at the bottom of the tower; unhurt, but also unsuccessful.

Thirdlg, there was a man who decided that he would train and work
to use his great strength to climb the high tower with a large rope. r‘ie
gigurec} that (God had blessed him with strong l’lancls, strong arms, and
very strong shoulders. e believed he could PU” himself all the way
to the toP of the tower using arope.



[He Pu”ed a large ship with his muscles and the rope.
He Pu”ec{ a leaning tree straight with his strcng’ch and rope.
His strength and rope were readg for the cha”engc.

He stretched. He flexed. He looked in a mirror. T]ﬁe crowds

cheered him all the while conso]ing the fast running woman and the

highjumping man who had both failed.

The man grabbed his rope and swung swung swung it high in the air.
Woooslﬂl Tl’lé hooked reached all the way to the ’top of the tower.
]t was secure! Tl’xe crowd cheered! Tlﬂe man bcgan to march up the
tower hand over hand climbing. Everﬁ step he got closer to the top.
Evcrg step his strength was bcing used up. e gottwo thirds of the
way up and then came back down because his strcngth had failed him.
Woooshl He landed at the bottom of the tower; unhur’c, but also

UﬂSUCCCSSFUl.

Three People took on the cha”cnge to reach the top of the tower.

A” Preparec}.
All tried.

All did their best.
All failed.

Crowcls gatherecl to watch these three People attemPt to reach the
top of the tower. None had been successful. Thc crowd sat
stunned as did all three of the Participants. None of them had been
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successful in reaching the top. |n the midst of the stunned crowd, an
olcler woman came From ’che crowcl and gatlﬂerecl the three

Par’cicipants.
“Mag l omc{:eryou some advice?” she asked the three of them.
“Yes!” each of them said in unison.

“Hear my worcls)” the older woman said, “ Two are better than one,
because t/mﬂ have a good return for their work: /)[ one falls a/own, his
friend can /76/f7 him up. But/oftﬂ the man who falls and has no one to
/7€/p him UID./ A/so, i two le down togct/nsr, t/neﬂ will kcep warm. But
how can one éeep warm alone? T/70ug/’7 one may be ovcr/oowcrcc/,
two can defend themselves. /4 cord of three strands is not qu/c,é[g
broken”

The three cha”cngers looked at each other and realized that if
anyone was to reach the toP that theg would need to work together.
By gorming a Fe”owship that worked ’cogcther and !’xelpecl one

another and cncouraged one another, theg could reach the toP.

]t was not necessarilg about each of ’chem, but all of them.

Tl’]e three cha“engers huddled at the base of the tower and talked
and Planned and conversed about the cha”enge of reacl'xing the ’coP.



The crowd did not know what was happening and started to walk

away home.
T he old woman cried out: “Fag attention! See what theg will do”
A\Cter a few more moments, the three cha”engers had their P]an.

The man with the rope cut his super strong rope into four sections.
Each one of the cha“engers tied a section around their waist and the

man had one last Piccc in his hand.
The three cha“er\gers walked away from the tower a great distance.

Tl’lc two men held onto the rope around the runner’s waist. Dust
flew behind her as she }Jegan to run. 51’16 draggecl the men along

behind her. Berries blew off bushes. \Wooosh!

The runner reached the tower and was so fast she started to run up

and up and up the tower. As b@core, she bcgan to slow.

Slower.
5|ower.
5|ower.

Just as she began to slow, the man who loved tojumP P!anted his feet
on the tower andjumpe& forward. Now it was the other two hanging
on. Theg flew through the air towards the toP of the tower.



Kingdom Tales | Page |91

Just as theg were about to reach the top, all three began to slow.

SIOWCF.
SIOWCF.
Slowcn

The strong man s]ung the rope out, hitched it to the top, and the
other two cha”cngcrs hung onto him as his strength finished their way
to the toP.

All three cha”cngers stood at the top victorious!

The crowd cheered!

On]y bg working together and suPPorting one another could any of
the cha”engers reach the toP of the tower. A” three of them drank
from the glass bowl filled with the “Water of | _ife”

Thcy knew in their hearts that theg could not have reached the top
of the tower without the ge”owship of them worldng together.

E_nd



" cclesiastes 4:9-12 (F.9YV)

“ TWO are betterthan one, because t/nfy have a gooal reward for their
toil. [or /’[t/nfy fa/é one will Iift up his fellow. But woe to him who is
alone when he falls and has not another to lift him up./ Again, iFtwo fie
toget/mr, tﬁeﬂ kccp warm, but how can one ée@f) warm alone? Anc/
t/70u<g/7 aman m/g/n{' Pr@va//agafnst one who /s a/one, two will withstand
him—a threefold cord is not qu/c,é/ﬂ broken”

Galatians 6:2 (ES\/)
“ Bear one another’s burdcns, and so fultill the law of C hrist”

Hebrews 10:24-25 (ES\/)

“ Anc/ Jet us consider how to stir up one another to love and good
Wor,ésj not /7cg/ect//7g to meet togct/mr, as is the habit of some, but
cncoura(g/ng one anot/;cr, and all the more as you sece the Daﬂ

dra W/hg near?”

Those who are in the Kingclom of (God are neither spectators inthe
stands or athletes compcting for individual glorg. The Kingdom of
(God is about community. The Churchisa community submitted to
the lordship of Jesus which reflects the nature and character of the

T riune God.
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Thc T<ingﬂom of
(qod is like the Feeling
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aurice was excited to get to go to the spa. [His boss
M Croaker had Purclﬂasc& a cla9 at a spa for him out of the
blue. Boss (roaker even chiPPecl in for a taxi ride there.
There didn't seem to be a rhymc or reason for it so he concluded

that... for once... his boss was bcing nice and wanted to make him

hoPPier.
His boss was rarclg nice.

Maurice was a har&~wor1<ing amphibian. [He spent his dags hoPPing
fromlily pad to lily pad bringing messages from Pig Boss |_caperto
the rest of the ?rogs and taclpoles in the area. There was a Flg
shor’cage inthe swamp so there had beenalot of messages ]ate]y. He
had been wor‘(ing very hard.

Maurice arrived at the spa reac}y fora dag of rest and relaxation and
recreation and reduction of stress. T_’]e found it interesting that when

he arrivecl at the spa therc was a Protestcr outsi&e the gates.

Tl’le Protester, who looked wi!cLeyed and a little strange, was
skou’cing: “Look, this P!ace is clangerous‘.. turn back now” and held up
a sign: “Don’tjump on the bandwagon.”
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That Frog is very strange,’ he t}woug}wt. Nothing could damper his
mood... not even an annoying Protes’cer ca”ing out for him to pay

attention.

He arrived inside and immecliately the Pampering started. Maurice
had bacon and cheese covered french flies and a croak-a-cola
shoved in his hand and was given a ﬂmc% robe that smelled like exotic
spices. ¢ felt good on his skin. Tlﬂeg put open toad sandals on his
feet and led him to a big room with a TV. He sat down in the big

room on a cushg lilg Pad and his favorite Soap Hopcra... ‘Dags of
our [ lies’...was onthe ] V.

Oh 3ea}1, he was going to enjog this dagl

A)Cter ‘Da95 of our Flies’ was over, Maurice the Frog decided to I’moP
on over to the snack bar area since he was hungrg. ]t was a buffet!
What a Placc! A{:tcr this dag at the spa, he would Probablg gain a
few Poun&s... which seemed to be what the spa attendants wanted.
[He could see outside the window of the buffet that lots of other
Frogs were also having the time of their lives and re!axing well.

Some were Plaﬁing croak-et.

Some were ma‘cing basket}pa“jump shots.

A“ were having a good time.



He also could see outside the gates of the spa that the Protester
was still there. He wasjumping up and down ge”ing at all the Frogs in
the spa:

“(3et out, the end is near?”

“Come with me and be saved?”

“Fag attention and get out now!?”

“«(Come this way!”

]t wasn’t Iong until a bell sound went out through the whole spa and
all the Frogs headed to the main floor to the main spa area. Jt was a
]arge round metal !ooking Pooi. There was a diving board and all the
grogs took off their robes,JumPed on the cliving board, and went into
the POO]'

Maurice followed the crowd.

He usua”gjust followed the crowd.

Mauricejumped on in the Iarge round metal Pool and erjogecl the

warm water and l—lealtfﬂg re]axation.

Maurice had not been in the Poo] ]ong when he started to sweat a
little. e felt gooc;. Jt wasn’t uncomFor’cablc, but very nice and
soot}wiﬂg. ]n 1Cact, the sPicg sme”ing robe he had taken off had made
his skin feel soft and the POO] made him relax even more. Evergone
was erjoging the Pool, but Maurice was Feeling warmer and started to

feel alittle sleepg. A“ the Frogs were resting and relaxing inthe Pool.
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Thc water got warmer and no Frog seemed to notice.
The water got warmer and no xCrog seemed to notice.

The water got warmer and no xCrog seemed to notice.

Maurice the Frog decided he’d had enough POOI time and wanted to
try somcthing else. Besides, the water was getting pretty warm. He
tried to get out of the Poo!, but the spa attendants encouragcd him
strong]g to remain in the Pool. So he did. |t was so nice and warm.
A“ the Frogs staﬂed in the Poo] even though the Pool secemed to get
hotter and hotter bg the moment.

The water got warmer and no Frog seemed to notice.
The water gotwarmer and no {:rog seemed to notice.

The water gotwarmer and no {:rog seemed to notice.

Thc onlg Frog who seemed to care and know what was going on was
the wicheyed weird looking boisterous protester that had been
outside the gate. The Protestcr)crog... Perhaps more like a herald of
doom... broke into the spa and was now at the side of the very largc

now very ho’c Poo(.

“}ve witnessed this before, come follow me now!” he ribbited to all the
Frogs. “You will onlg live hcgou come with me, ] can show you the wag!

Dont croak in herel”



Some Frogs did not listen to him and stagcd in the now almost boi]ing
Pool of water. A few Frogs, like Maurice, listened to him and Pushed
their way Past the spa attendants and hoPPecl out of the spa.

Maurice had become very unhoppy in the Pool.

The crazy protester had Maurice’s attention now and he Fina”g
listened. ‘Magbe the Protcster wasn’t crazy,’ he thought.

Maurice felt like a Po”iwog and could barc!g move. What had been
going on to him in there?! T hese spa attendants were kcr~mitting
some kind of awful deed and so had his bosses... Big Poss LeaPer
and Poss Croakcr... bg 5cncling him here.

Maurice knew that he had narrowly escaped a very bad situation
Y P Y

when all of a sudden all the spa attendants clumPecl in butter, Cajun

5Piccs, diced onions, green bell peppers, gar]ic, 5a]t, cayenne pepper,

CHOPPC& up celerg, tomatoes, and a bunch of rice.
A” of the spa attendants called out at once [in a deeP heavy
| ouisiana Cajun accent]... “] his is goin’ to taste so very gooc} we

gar-o n-teel”

Mauricc and the otherFrogs barelg hoppcc{ away to freedom.
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Thc wichcgcCJ now-not-so-crazy Protester?rog had shown them the
way to safety and had shown them the Path out of clanger. Theﬂ all
gota little way from the spa to sa]cetﬂ and the Protes’cer turned back
to go back to the spa.

“Where are you going?” Maurice asked in surPrise.

“l have to g0 back to lead others out,” he croaked back quicklg, “] am

the one who Points to the way to life and saxcetg and salvation.”

E_nd



Zephaniah i:12-13 (. 9V)
« A# that time / will search Jcrusa/cm with /amlos, and / will loun/s/7 the

men who are Comp/acent, those who say n tﬁe/fﬁearts, ‘7_/76 [iora/ will

not do gooaf nor will he do il T/?Cfl‘ gooc/s shall be p/una/crcaf and
their houses laid waste. 7_/70ug/7 t/7€y build /70u5@5, t/gey shall not
inhabit i'/nem; t/70u3/7 f/h‘fﬂ Io/ant vfneﬂarc/s, f/7(:‘ﬂ shall not drink wine

from them.”

> “kawfaw”: to thicken or comdense, to settle, to become dense

Romans 12:11 (ES\/)

“[Do not be slothtul in zea[ be fervent in spl’r/t, serve the [ ord”

Revelation 3:2 (F.SV)

« Wa,ée up, and si'r@ngt/zen what remains and is about to dre, for / have
not found your works COI77/D/€i'€ in the S/gllnf of /\//ﬂ (od”

Kevelation %16 (E&\/)
“50, because you are /ukewarm, and neither hot nor co/af / will 5/0/1‘
you out O[Mﬂ mouth.”
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T he Kingdom
of [Teaven is like
a meme first
discovered and

shared with

many friends.



FARABLE OF JESUS;

Change is one of the most difficult aspects of life that haPPens to all
of us. Things do not stag the same because techno]ogyJ
re]ationships,jobs, Prices, our health ancljust about evcrgthing else

c]’manges at one time or another.

Feoplc die and things changc.

We lose ajob and things change.

Leadership changes.

Our kids and graﬂdkids get older and things changc.
Computcr Processing gets faster and faster and things change.
Tl"l@ list could go on and on.

]t rca”g does not matter what aspect of life you want to look at,
change is part of it and we have to either accept itorresistit. Change
basica”y means somet}‘n’ng has ended and there is a chance for a new

}Deginm’ng.

]t occurs to me, l’lOWCVCY‘, that not all change is gooc}.

* Coke tried to change their formula in 1985 and it lasted 3 months
and changecl it back after Protests‘

* Taco Be” changed its Prices from 49,.59, .69 inthe 1980s and it

is certain]y more CXPCHSiVC NOW... POOF CO”CgC StUClCﬂtS and large
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families could all goouttoeatat Taco PBell Forjust afew bucks... not
anymore.

* l remembergas at. 99 a ga”on. Now 99 worth oFgas won’t get you
out of the parking lot.

My Point is: change is a natural part of h]ce, but we do not have to
acccpt all changc. What changes should we acccpt’? What changcs
should we go after? Wlﬂat changcs should we Praisc God for when
’chey come? How do we iclenthcg those changes that will indeed give

us a new beginning’?

These are not necessarily casy ques’cions to answer because most
of us dislike Changc so much. Yet there are times when changc is

despérately nccded or when cl’mange is thrust upon us.

Luke 5 (and the Parab]e ’clﬁerein) isa Por’cion oFScriPture which gives
us a Picture of chaﬂgc that givcs us a great Pcrspéc’tivc on acccpting

changc.

KAT]ONALE_ FOR CHANGE Jesus tells a Parab]e about

changc and shares the wisdom that our insides should match our

outsides.

Luke finishes cl’rapter 5 of his Gospel 53 recording some teaching of
Jesus that occurred after }ﬂe heals the leper, the Paralgtic, and calls
Matthew to be a c{isciple‘ ] hope you understand that not all chaﬂge



is bad and some clﬂangc is necessary. We should accept change that
heals us from the Past. We should accePt change that moves us
towards God. We should accePt change that God commands.

Why?

Whg should we do that?

Whg should we change to pattern our lives after Jesus Christ?
Whg should we change and Forgive?

Whg should we change how we spend our money?

Whg should we change what we do and where we go and how we talk?
Whg should we getout of an utter]9 sinful rc]ationslﬂip?

Whg do any of that?

] believe it is because our inside needs to match our outside.

Luke 5:33-39 (C.OV) says:

« Anc/ tﬁeg said to /L-]’/'m, “7—/76 d/’sc/p/cs of. Jo/m fast oftern and offer
prayers, and so do the a//’salb/cs of the /D /73r/’5@c‘5, but Yours eat and
drink.” 34 And J@sus said to tﬁcm, “Can you make ch/c//ng guests
fast while the [gr/t/cgroom is with them? 35 7716 daﬂs will come when
the bﬂk/@groom is taken away from them, and then t/mﬁ will fast in
those c/aﬂs. s 7-4 / 7,6 also told them a para[)/@: “/\/o one tears a p/ccc
from a new garment anc/Puts iton an o/a/garment /[/’76 c/ocs, he will
tear the new, and the P/ccc from the new will not match the old. 37

Ana’ no one puts new wine into old wineskins. JF he does, the new wine

will burst the skins and it will be SPI//Cd and the skins will be c/estroyca/.
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38 Rut new wine must be put into fresh wineskins. 39 And no one
after c/r/né/ng old wine desires new, for he says, ‘7—/7@ old is gooc/.’”

Jesus says many things at the end of chapter 5. T“le teaches the
Fharisees and the disciP]es that [Je will not be with them forever and
that His time on earth is limited (verse 55}.

Jcsus teaches those standing around that [ e is teaching a new and
more full way of living and not all the Pat’cems of the Past will fit (verse

36).

Most of all ] think Jesus teaches the disciples, the Fharisees, and
anyone who will listen that their inside must match the outside. ]nsidc
an old wineskin one expects vintage wine. ]nsiclc a new wineskin one

expects new wine.

Mixing the two does not work as the new wine ferments in an old skin...
it breaks and evergtlﬁing is useless. Evergthing works best when the

inside matches the outside.

Jesus teaches the same thing in Matthew 2%:24-28 (F. SV) when
[He says, “You blind gu/c/@s, straining out a gnat and 5W3//0W/ng a
camell 25 “Woe to you, scribes and F /’73Fl:9665, /llypocr/’tcs./ [or you
clean the outside of the cup and the P/afe, but inside t/mﬂ are full of
gr@@a’ and sc/ﬁfna/u‘/gcnce. 26 You blind /> harisee! [irst clean the
inside of the cup and the Io/a te, that the outside also may be clean. 2 v



“Woe to you, scribes and /D /7ar/5665, /ypocrftes/ [or you are ke
whitewashed tombs, which outwarc/{g appear écaut/}[u[ but within are
full of dead Iocolo/c 's bones and all uncleanness. 28 So you also
oufwara//ﬂ appear rl"g/ztcous to others, but within you are full of
llypocr/'sy and [awlessness.”

Jesus wants our insides to match our outsides. | his makes us
authentic disciplcs of Jesus. ] his makes us authentic worshippcrs
of Goc{. ] want that for me and ] hoPe you want that for 3oursel1c.

|n order to reach the goal of our inside matching the outside of our
lives change needs to occur. Not change that we can ignorej but

cl’xange that we need to pursue and acccpt.

5UMMARY \/\/e must ask ourse]ves what clwarxges we need to

make in our lives. Any change that comes your way that enables our
inside to match our outside in (Christ Jesus is a clﬁange wor‘thg of
Pursuing and wor’chg oxcaccepting.

] dor’t know what changes need to happen in your life.
) PP Y
Avre they changes that will lead to healing for you?
Y et grory
Arc they changes that get you moving towards ( ioc{?
Y 3 gety et

Arc thcy Changes that God commands?

Fursue them. AccePt them.
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& KINGDOM TAL ES

am the shecp was minding his own business when the slcg lit
Sup with angels. ]t was so bright! Hc couldr’t see because of
the shining glorg and that was “Paaahd.” T here were lots

of voices and lots of singing. [t was so loud he could hear nothing else

but angc]ic voices.

Once his eyes acljusted to the light, the glorg of the angcls lit up the
grass around him... cooh... there was a good Patch of grass to eat.
Grass is goocL Sam the sheep was happg the arxge]s were there
because now in the middle of the niglﬁ’c he could see where the goocl

grass was. Awesome! (Grass is goocl.

A\C’ccr a little while, the night again grew dark because the angels left.
Evcrgthing still had a little glow to it though. ]t had been dark for a

few minutes anc} 1—16 !'leard the command tl—yat thcg were on t}-xe move.

On the move in the middle of the nig}‘nt’?l
Was the shcphcrd drunk again?!
Did the bright Iight of the angels Frg his brain?!

Traveling at night was not good at all for anyone sheep he had ever
known. [He could walk off a cliff like his (/lncle Ovine. Whatever the



reason, thcg were on the move. [Te felt shecpish about traveling at

night, but then he a]wags did.

Sam was in shear Panic as he didn’t know where thcy were going, but
he followed his shephercl anyway. Somebody mentioned heading to

Bethlehem which was ok with him. The water in Bethlchem was
good. Wateris goocl. Magbe there would be more food.

Mmmmm... foodis goocl.

Sam asked Suzie next to him if she knew whg theg were going to
Bethlehem. Aclmittec“y he had been distracted bg grass. (Grass is
gooc{.

“I~ we dor’t know whg?” she laughed, “We are going because The
(Good Shepherd was born and the shephercls are Floc‘(ing to check
Him out.”

“W}'\at?” Sam asked SUZic, “You mean | missed out on the
announcement about Tl’le Gooc{ Shcphercl because ] was eating

grass?”
“Yes,” Suzie said as she trotted along.

“That’s baaahd,” Sam said sheepishlg.
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Sam the sheep had been minding his own business when the skg had
lit with singing ange]s. Then there was travel involved. e and the
shepherc{s and the rest of the sheeP arrived on the outskirts of
Betlﬂlehem and went to a stable. Oh 3ea}1, t}weg were going to stay
in a great P!ace tonightl No sleePing out in the open, oh no, theﬂ
were slecPing in a barn with a proper Feeding trough! No one was
going to PUH the wool over his eyes, bcing in Pethlehem was a great
tlﬂingl

The shepherds went into the stable and the slﬂeep stood around
outside. | hat’s what theg did. Stood around. Sam the shcep got
curious. The last time he got curious he ended up getting his head
stuck in a hole for half a clay, but he Figurec{ if the Sl’]CP!’]CrC! was in
there it couldn’t be too bad. Sam rammed himself past some other
sheeP and looked inside the barn.

What he saw absolutc!g shocked him to the wool.

The Proper?eec}ing trougl—] in this barn was being used!

Tl‘lcy put a human babg in there. That’s no Placc for a babg!
PBabies belong ina knapsack or in a drawer or something, not in a

trough where food goes! A trough is a Placc forfood!

Mmmmm...food is good.



Then, Sam the shcep heard his shepherd’s voice and he listened
because he a!wags listened to the voice of his shcphcrd: “Thc ange!s
told us [ e is ourSavior‘ The angels told us Hc is the Christ. Thc
angels told us e is (God. |s that true?”

Both the man and the very tired looking woman said yes. Sam the

shecp was looking at | he (Good Shcphcrd in the flesh.
The (Good Shcphcrd is the Savior.

The (Good Shcpherd is the Christ.

The (Good Shcphcrd is (3od.

We”, Sam alreaclg knew that last one. God was everyone and
Cvcrytlﬂing’s Goocl Shephcrcl. Tl’xc sl’lephercls starting Praying.
Tl’léﬂ the shcpl’lcrds were singing. The Par@ntsjust held their Kid
and took it all in.

Sam understood what he was !ooking at: TI’IC A]mightg Gocl had
entered creation and became flesh and made His dwe“ing among His

creation. | hat wasn’tjust good news, but the bestest news.

Sam the shcep had been minding his own business when all of a
sudden the sk}j had lit up with angels. T hen there was travel involved.
Tl’len he had seen Thc Good Shepherd in the flesh which was a
little unc{erwl'lelming to tell the truth. e was a babg. ln a barn.

Taking up space meant forfood. T he sl'lcphcrds seemed overjoged
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and were sl'xaring the news with everyone tl'xeg Passec{ on the way out

o1C town.

Sam told a dog he Passed, “Heg TI’IC Good Shcphcrcl is here and
He will bring Peoplc salvation.”

Sam told a cat he Passec}} “Hcg T}wc Goocl SI’ICP]’ICFd is here and
[He will Forgive People of sins.”

Sam told a rabbit he Passccl) “Heg Thc Good Slﬂep}ﬂercl is here
and e will lead lost Pcoplc to (God.”

Sam the shccp was never the same after that night. Would ewe be?

E_nd



Matthew 1:20-2% (. SV)
“But as he considered these t/’7/'/7‘g5, /56/70/0{ an ange/ of the [_orc/

a/opcarcc/ to him in a dream, say/hg, “Josclo/n son of [David, do not
fear to take /\//a/y as your wite, for that which is conceived in her is
from the f’]’o{g 5P/r/t. 21 She will bear a son, and you shall call [ 7is
name Jegug, for [Fe will save [is /oeo/o/e from their sins.” 22 A// this
took /o/acc to fullill what the [_oro/ had spo,écn bﬂ the prop/mt: 253
“Rehold, the vIrgin shall conceive and bear a son, and t/my shall call
his name /mmanuc/” ( which means, (yod with us)”

Johnio:11 (F9YV)
“ / am the Gooa/ 5/7@P/7@rc7/. 7_/,7(:‘ Gooa’ 5/7@P/7@rc7/ /ays down /7’/’5 [ife

for the 5/766p.”

Thc Kingdom of (God became a spiritual and Physica] rcalit3 at the
birth of Jesus of Nazareth. His birth marked the fulfillment of every
Olcl Tcstamcnt Prophccg about salvation for Gocl’s Pcoplc. TI’!C
birth of Jesus is when the Son was incarnated and dwelt among us.
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FARABLE OF JESUS:

When my daughter Abigai] was about six months old (nc ] remember
correctly)J ] worked overnight from i O:OOPm to 8:00am at a children’s
home. Kc”g worked as a teacher &uring the dag and took care of
Abigail cluring the evenings and | worked at night and took care of
her cluring the dag.

] remember getting home one morning and ] was Fixing us breakfast...
her bottle and my cereal. We had a small seat which l put Abigail in
often and ] set it on the counter while ] made cvcrgthing we needed. ]
was tired and was thankful that at around 10am the babg would nap

because ] would Fina“g getto sleeP.

] turned by back to finish heating up the bottle and | hear this loud
crack and screaming, ] turn around and Abigail had used herinhuman
streng’ch to rock forward and fall in the chair face first onto the

concrete floor.
] knew at that moment ] had ruined my child.
] quicklg but Firmlg held her head still and P!aced herin the front seat

of the car. We lived in the middle of the Smol«tg Mountains and the

closest hospita] was about 30 minutes away. ] raced ever so gentlg to
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the Iﬂospita!. She screamed uncontro”ablg, as did |, the whole drive
to the hosPital‘ ] kePt her as still as ] cou[cl, but she wasn’t cloing much
but screaming anyway. We arrived at the TR and ] cxPlainccl to the
nurse on &utg what had happened

] was obviously upset and Abigail was screaming,

T he nurse immcdiatc]g got us to triage and | laid the babg on the
examination table. The moment the doctor walked into the
examination room, the babg stoppecl crying and started to act all cute
and fine. T he doctorwalked in to see a normal babg on the table with
me describinga horrific event which Probablg could have left this child
Paraiyzed, but she wasjust fine. Shc ]aughécl at the doctor and
acted all cute. She checked out}'ust fine and had no marks or bruises

orissues of any kind.

] felt extrcmc!y gui!tg. Mg gui]t overwhelmed me as ] had to cxp]ain to
Ke”y on the drive back home what had happened. Yes, ] almost
broke our first child. Yes, ] learned my lesson. Tl’lat guilt from that
clay made me think twice or three times what ] allowed my children to
do because | think that parents should be the first line of sa]cetg for
their children.

Gui]t isa complicated emotion that can be both Positive and negative
in our lives. An old Psgclnologg textbook | have on the shelves in my



office does not define “guilt” very well, but does describe that “gu//t

c/cvc/ops in connection with the motive to live up to standards.”’

Standards exists inside ourselves and outside of us and when we do
not meet those s’canclarcls, we feel gui]tg‘ ln the storg ]Jus’c told you, ]
failed to live up to what ] consider the standard of a goocl father in
kceping my c{aughtcr safe and l‘realtlﬂg.

What is guilt?

]t is an emotion.

We would Probab]3 classiﬁy it as a negative emotion that occurs
because of negative actions, negative tlﬂoughts, and other negative
emotions. |nthe New ] estament, inverses like John 9:41 and John

16:8, “guil’c” is at times used in Place of the word “sin.”

Guiit then is a natural response to not meeting some kind of

standard.
Guilt can come from sin when we do not reach God’s standard.

Guilt can come from our own standards and we don’t measure up to

what we set 1Cor ourse]ves.

’ Kagan, JA, r‘lavcmann, E (! 968). Fsgcho!ogﬂ; an Introduction. umtec[ States: Harcour‘t, Bracc &
Wor[c{. Fagc 54-0.
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Gui]t can come from what other Peoplejudgc about us and our
Failings.

Gui]t can come from sometl'ling bcing done to us and erroneouslg

tai(ing blame on OUFSC]VCS‘

The issue with gui]t is that there are ac’tuang two different kinds of
guilt:

T he first kind of guilt is called “functional gui]t.” “Functional gui]t”
comes from social suggestions that Peop!e will rcjcct you, not like you,
break rclationships, or level c{isaPProval at you. Functional guilt
comes from the suggcstions ancljudgmcnts of the Peoplc around you.
I:unctional guilt comes from our own consciences and from the

Perccivecljudgment of the Peop]e around us.

The second more imPor‘tant kind oFguilt is “value guilt.” “\/a]uc gui]t”
is the “uncomfortable inner awareness that we have violated Gocl’s

» “\/alue guilt is valuable. Jt can lead us to repentancc.”

moral law.
\/a]uc gui]t comes Part!g from our own consciences, but also from the

conviction of the Holg SPiri’c.6

| uke 7isa chapter in the Bible that describes guilt‘ Guilt flows from
the verses of this Particular passage. lt describes functional guilt and

¢ Meier, F D, Minir‘tlﬂ, F.B., Wichcrn, F.B. (] 982) ]ntrocluction to Fsgcl‘vo[ogﬂ and Counscling:
(Christian Ferspectives and Applications. Unitec{ States: Paker Book [House.



value gui]t and shows us in the end how to use value guilt in our lives.

Jesus was ’crave”ing and ministering among the PeoPle.

Blind Peoplc were seeing.
Dead People were rising.

Demon POSSCSSCCI P@OPI@ were healed.

Amongst all of this, Jesus receives an invitation to attend a dinner.
]t was not unusual for affluent members of socictg to invite ’crave”ing

teachers to their home. | uke 7 describes such an invitation:

[ uke 7:36-50 (C.SV):

”On@ of the P hariseces asked / 7’1/17 to eat with /7/'/77, and / 76 went into
the F harisee’s house and reclined at table. 3 7 And [76/70/0{ a woman
of the Cﬂ:g, who was a sinner, when she learned that /7@ was rec//h/hg
at table in the /D harisee’s /70115@, brou‘g/nf' an alabaster Hask of
ointment, 38 and stand/ng behind / 7//77 at /'7’/5 [cct, wee/o/ng, she
bcgan to wet [Jis feet with her tears and WIPCG’ them with the hair of
her head and kissed [Tis feet and anointed them with the ointment.

39 Now when the /D harisee who had invited [ Fim saw t/7/5, he said to

/7//7756/)€ “/1[ this Man were a prop/mt, / Te would have known who and
what sort of woman this is who is touc/ﬁng [Him, for she is a sinner.”
+0 4 nd Jcsus answering said to /’7/}77, ‘6//77017, / have 5omct/7/ng to say

to you.” ,4/70/ he answcrea{ ‘:533 it Teac/wr. 747 A certain

moncﬂ/cnc/cr had two debtors. (One owed five hundred denarii, and
the other ﬁfiy 42 W/?CI? t/mﬂ could not P3ay; he cancelled the debt of
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both. Now which of them will love him more?” 43 Simon answered,
”777@ one, / suppose, for whom he cancelled the /acger debt.” Anc/
[Fe said to /7//77, “You have /uc/g@c/ r{g/ﬂ’/y. Y 4 777@/7 turning to ward
the woman [Je said to Simon, “[ Do you see this woman? | entered
your /llousc;yougavc Mc no water forMy fcci’, but she has Wet/\//y
feet with her tears and W//bca/ them with her bair. 45 You gave Me no
,é/'gg, but from the time / came in she has not ceased to kiss Mﬂ feet.
+6 You did not anoint /\//y head with oil but she has anointed /\//ﬂ
feet with ointment. +7 Tﬁ@refore / tel] you, her sins, which are marny,
are /org/vcn_for she loved much. But he who /s [org/vcn little, loves
little.” 48 And [Je said to her, “Your sins are fozg[vcn. 749 [ hen
those who were at table with [Fim bcgan to say among tﬁemse/ves,
“ W/70 /s t/7/5, who even [org/ves sins? 50 A nd / 7,6 said to the womarn,
”Your faith has saved you; go in peace. ”

6]TUAT]ON The situation that is described to us is one of

guilt on the Parts of several individuals.

T he first person whois gui]tg in this passage is the woman who comes
to the house. The verses describe this woman as l’laving led a “sinful
life” and obvious]y knew Jesus. She wanted to be near Jesus and

braved going into the Fl—larisee’s house to do so.

Note that the woman Fe(tgui!ty from two different avenues. She first
ge]tgui]t\g inherheart because of her treatment of Jesus and how she

acted in [is presence. She realized her sinfulness in comPariSOﬂ to



[im and felt guiltg because she knew that she had not met Giod's
exPectations forherlife. She had sinned. She was guiltg and feltit.
] am going to make a 1eaP here and say that she had encountered
Jesus before and was so thankful for the change He brought about
in her life. Ferhaps she wanted to show her thanks for what Hc did
in her heart. We dont rea”y know what Prompted her visit,Just that

she heard Jesus was there and she arrived to wash [is feet.

She second]y felt guiltg because of thejudgment heaped upon her
bg the host of the l‘rousc, Simon the H‘varisce. f"lc looked at her and
verse 59 shows us that he was tota”g incensed }33 her presence, yet
he allowed her to touch Jesus and wash His feet. Guilt was heapecl
on this woman from this rcligious leader because of what he
considered her moral Fai]ings. Evergtlﬁing about her was offensive to
the Fharisec and even though he did not say anﬂtlﬁirxg) it would seem
that his bodg language and non-verbal communication showed his

distaste.

The second person who is gui]tg in this passage is Simon the
Fhariscc. ]t would seem that Simon invited a trave”ing teacher into
his home and did not do angtl-n’ng that a host was expcctec] to do.
Simon did not wash his (Guest’s feet as was the custom. [Je did not
greet his (Guest with a kiss as was the custom. e did not Provicle
any oil to aid his (Guest. Simon failed in common courtesy in so many
ways, but it was not until Simon becameju&gmentai of the weeping

woman that Jesus Pointed out all of his transgressions.
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Simonthe Pharisee had invited a teacherinto his home and was quite
a poor host. Not on]y that, we can look inside the heart of Simon
the Fhariscc and see that his heart was filled with distaste, a

judgmenta! attitude, Pride, and a lack of care and kindness.

]n the passage, both “functional guilt” and “value guilt” were present
and oniy one of the kinds of gui]t was of any good to the Peop]c at
the feast.

Belligerent “functional guilt” was heaped upon the woman as she
entered the housc, but did notlead to angthing Productivc otherthan

her lmowing how she had lived her life agains’c what was moral.

Soxct “functional guilt” was leveled against Simon the Fhariscc on]9
after hisjudgmental attitude revealing how poora host he had been

towards Jcsus.

Neither of these “functional guilt” aspec’cs of the story Chaﬂged
an\ljt!’xing.

Neithcr the woman nor the Fharisee were changcc} because of the

“functional guilt.”

th, the woman certain]y felt “value guilt” lt overwhelms the woman
as she washes Jesus’ feet and dries them with her hair. |t was the

“value” guilt which changecl her life when she met _Jesus (Christ.



T he Bible describes that we can arrive at the Point of “value guilt”
through atleast three different avenues. | he PBible describes three
different ways that “value guilt” can be of benefit in our lives. To be
honest, | do not think “Functionalguilt” ever hclped anyone out oFang

hole thcy have ever clug themselves into:

The Bible first (#1) describes that we can be brought to “value gui!t”
}39 our conscience. ] want to first let you know that our conscience is
something that is Gochivcn to every human being, but is different
for each person. Qur conscience is molded bg our environment,
parents, teachers, |V, religion, society, Politics, reason, ]ogic, will,
and a whole host of other factors. (Conscience is universa], but itis
not the same conscience for each person. It all dcpcnds on how the
conscience has been maintained. [Tor cxamp]c, aperson who grew up
ina societg where lging was considered virtuous, would not have a

twinge oFguiIt from their conscience when lgirxg.

Most of the time, however, our conscience is a helP. In fact, Acts
2:36-37 shares with us that when Feter was Preaching at Fentecost,
the consciences of the audience Plagec{ a major part in their turning
to faith in Jesus (Christ. Acts 2:37 says, “ Now when t/mﬂ heard this
f/)@ﬂ were cut to the /)ea/‘z‘, and said to /D eter and the rest of the
apost/cs, ”Brot/mrs, what shall we do?

The cutting to the heart is the conscience and can be the engine
warning light oFgour life that “value gui]t” uses. “\/alue guilt” can be
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brought on bg your conscience which tells you that you have violated
a command or standard and gui]’c is the result. This can haPPen tous
at any time. Our conscience can sPeak to us and we can be cut to

the heart about somcthing we have done or said or not done or not

said.

The Biblc seconc”g (#Z) describes that we can be brought to “value
guilt” bg the 5cripturcs. We find a passage in 2 Kings 22 which
describes such a situation. The PeoPle of (God somehow lost the

Scriptures and while renovating the tcmP]c, come across a ]ong—]ost

COP\(j.

2 Kings 22:8-1% (ES\/} says: “Ana//_fi/,éiaﬁ the /7/5/’7 Prfést said to
5/73P/7317 the secretary, “/ have found the Booé of the Law in the
house of the Lora’. ? Ana’ H/L/’a/i gave the book to 5/73/:)/73/7, and he
read it. 9 And. 5/73/7/73/7 the secretary came to the é/ng, and reloortc‘a/
to the ,é/'ng, ”Your servants have empﬁcd out the money that was
found in the house and have delivered it into the hand of the workmen
who have the ovcrs{g/n‘ of the house of the [_or e, 7776/7 5/73})/73/7
the secretary told the él’ng, “f’]’/’/;é/éﬁ the pr/cst has given me a book.”
And 5//73p/)an read it before the L/’n‘g. 11 When the .él'ng heard the
words of the ook of the [ aw, he tore his clothes. 12 And the L/'ng
commanded / 7’/’/&/’5/7 the /Drl'esf, and A/’w'éam the son 07[5/73/0/73/7, and
AC/LIEO/" the son of, M/’Ca/'a/y and. 5/73}3/’7517 the secretary, and. Asaiaﬁ
the k/n(g’s servant, saﬂ/ng, 13 %o, ihqu/rc of the Lora/ forme, and for
the PCOP/C, and for all, Jua/a/y concerming the words of this book that



has been found. For great is the wrath of the [ ord that is kindled

aga/nst us, because our fathers have not oécycc/ the words of this

éoo@ to do accorc//ng to all that is written concerning us.”

The Pic’cure we get is that Kir\g Josiah tore his robes because he
realized how guilt3 he and the other PCOPIC of (hod were in relation
to the standard that wasjust read to him.

The Scriptures re]ag to us the standard of Gocl.
Tl’lis can l'laPPcn to us even toclag.

The Scriptures can show us our error in a church service or in a
Biblc study or in Sundag School. ]F we tru19 want to be God’s
Pcop!c and we want to become more Cl’lrist—!ikc, then stuclying the
ScriPtures and accePting the standard found there is an active part

of ourlives.

The Bible thircﬂg (#3) describes that we can be brought to “value
guilt” by good People. Now this one is a little slippery. Kemcmber,
“functional gui!t” is guilt that other PCOP]C heaP upon is because of
theirjudgmentai attitudes and rea”g serves no purpose other than to

Point out our sin and errors and make us Feel ]Jac] about oursclves.

th, the Bible does describe Peop!e being an instrument of Goc{ to
show us our error for our benefit. T}‘nat is “value guilt.” For example,

the ProPhet Nathan was a goocl friend of King Davicl who eventua“y
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confronted David about aclulterg, murder, and lging that he had

committed.

2 Samuel 1 2:7-12 (F.9YV) shares with us, “Nathan said to [David,

”You are the man! 777115 s5ays the Lorc/, the Goc/ of, /srac/, ‘/ano/nt@c/
you A/’ng over Jsracl and | delivered you out of the hand of Saul 8
And / gave you your master's house and ‘yourmaster's wives into your
arms and gave you the house of [sracl and of Judah. And if this were
too //i'i'/e, / would add to you as much more. 9 W/y have you c/esp/sec/
the word of the | ord, to do what is evilin [ Tis sg/ﬁ? You have struck
down (//r/'a/7 the [Tittite with the sword and have taken his wite to be
your wite and have killed him with the sword of the Ammonites. 10
/\/ow therefore the sword shall never dcpart from your /70u5(-:,

because you have a/csfoised me and have taken the wite of ( Jriah the

[Hittite to be your wite.” 11 [ hus says the | ord, ‘PBehold. | will raise

up cv//agafnstyou out o[ﬂour own house. Ana’/ will taéeyour wives

before youreyes and give them to your 1761};/7[/70@ and he shall e with
your wives in the 5{g/7t of this sun. 12 [or you did it secretl: , but / will
do this i'/7/ng before all /5/‘36/ and before the sun”

| would like to share with you verse 1% which demonstrates to us the
“value guilt” that Natl'lan is sharing. King David says first in verse

i3, “//73vc S/hncc/agalhst the [_OKD” That is the most important
part of this. Nathan showed David his error not to make him feel bad
or to bejudgmental, but so that his re]ationslﬁip with (God migl'\t be



mended. | he result of the person coming to David was movement

towards God.

Mg Point about gui]t is this: guilt can come in two forms, both
“functional guilt” and “value guilt.” l want you to be encouraged today
to ignore People and their “functional guilt” and the judgmental
attitudes that may come your way. ]t is the “value guilt” that we need
to be concerned with because it is that guilt which is direct!g tied to
sin and our re]ationship with (Hod. That is the guiit that is (od-
given. We can be made aware of “value gui!t” in our lives tlﬂrouglﬂ our

conscience, TI’IC Sc:riptures) and goc”g counsel.

COMFL]CATION ]n the midst of all that is going on... the

dinner, the woman crying and anointing Jésus’ Fcct, the discussions

about her... Jesus decides to tell a Parable.

Jesus describes two men who owe money. These menareindebt. |n
customary Fashion, Jesus compares the two bg saging one owes a lot
and one owes a little. Poth of their debts are canceled bg the one
who holds the debt. Jesus asks a very logica] question of Simon the
Fharisee after [e tells the story: “ Now which of them will love him
more? (verse 42). \Which of them will be more thankful for the
Forgiveness of the debt?

Simon the Pharisee is 135 no means s’cupic} man and thinks about the
stor9 and right]yjuclges the Parab]e’s answer. The person who had
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the greater debt Forgivcn would be more thankful because it was such

a ]arge amount.

Thisis logical.
This is reasonable.

Jesus relates that Parab]e to the situation P!aying itself out at the
dinner table. Jesus directs the Pharisee’s attention to the wceping
]ady. Jesus does not direct him to look at her ancljuclge, but look at
herin light of the Parablc Hejust told.

Verse 47 records Jesus saging, « T/nsrez[orc /fe//ﬂou, /7@r5//75, which
are many, are [og/ven——i[or she loved much. Put he who is )[org/vcn
ittle, loves little” Jesus knows the hearts of all the Peoplc inthe room
(verses 39-40). e knows that her actions are simply an exprcssion

of the thanks she feels for Eaving been Forgiverx her sin-filled life.

T he situation is one filled with guilt. Jesus comPlicates the entire
situation by te”ing a Parablc all about Forgiveness. Tl’lc end result is
that we need to take a look at guilt in terms of {:orgiveness‘ Jesus
Pushes ourjudgmcnt, logic, and reason to the limit. ]’c seems ]ogical
that among the Peoplc inthe room, the Prostitutc should be the worst

person there.

Yet, there is Forgiveness.



|t seems logica] to think like Simon the F!ﬁarisee and tojuclge as he
does, but there is Forgivcncss. Forgiveness is a ho]g Gocl—given
complication in life that we need to grab onto and be so thankful for.

RESOLUT]ON ] know that most of us would categorize gui!t as

a negative emotion that brings nothing but Pain and anguish in our
lives. Yet, “value guilt” that drives us to Forgivcncss andleads us back
to a rig}wt rclationship with (God is a (God-send and a hugc }Jlessing

in our lives.

I:orgivcncss brought on bg “value guilt” bcgins with repentance. The
woman in our passage is more thanjus’c awe-struck when it came to
JCSUS Christ. 5}16 was moved to rCPCntaﬂcc. Had this woman been
a Prostitutc? Sure seems like it but when it comes to Jesus... that
doesn’t matter! She was convicted of her sin and moved to make it
right That is repentance in a nutshell... being convicted of sin and
acting to make it right

Repentancc involves several elements:

Repentancc involves conviction which says that “] was wrong, ] have
sinned against (sod and against others.” |t also means that we do
not blame anyone else but ourselves for the choices that we have

macie.

Repentance means we grow up and accept resPonsibility.
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chentancc involves contrition in which our heart is broken because
o1C what we have c{onc and saicl‘ USuaug tears and SOrrow are the
result because we realize the Pain and anguish we have causes

oursclvesJ others, and our God.

Repen’cance also involves change. ] am not ’calking about Perﬁection
here, but | am talking about real action which moves a person away
from sin and towards (God. Tlﬂis will be different for each person
depending on the circumstances, the sin, who is involvecl, ete. | rue

repentancc iﬂVOlVCS action.

The woman in our passage today was moving herlife away from what

it was towards Jesus (Christ. [Jer actions showed it.

Some People (ok... some Preachers) might say at this Point that
Jesus doesn’t care what you have done and that [ e will Forgive you
for whateveritis you have done. l dor’t agree and say that thcg are

half right. ]n Fact, Jcsus DOES care what you have done and He
offers ?orgiveness anyway! T hatis the wonderful thing about Jesus

Christ! He DOES care and DOES know and yet [He still
offers Himsel?on the cross ?oryou and formel! Jesus cared what the
woman did who was anointing [Him, but [e chose to Forgive her. e
chose to accePt her rePentance and said to her eye to eye, “ Your

faith has saved you; go in /oeace” (verse 50).



Speaking of “peace,” that is the result of listcning and acccpting
“value guil’c” in our lives and moving to repent of the actions, attitudes,
and emotions that brought us to the guilt. ]nncr peace is the result of
true repentance in response to “value guilt” We do not know what
the result was for others that c{ag in the Fharisee’s house. We don't
know if Simon the Fharisee was changed. We dor’t know if others
watching were clﬂangccl. We do know that this sinful woman
encountered Jesus Christ} was moved ]99 her “value guilt,” ignored
the “functional gui]t” of others, and she had peace. SI"IC had a past
that was now erased and had a future that would be different.

SUMMARY lt makes sense to me that as you have been reading
these words that God may have been dea]ing with your heartin terms

of “value gui]t.”

[{

SPcncl a few moments in prayer clealing with the “value guilt” that

(God has P!aced on your heart
Nail that guiit to the cross.

Declare to (5od t}'\atyou are done with this sin and you are repcnting
to make it rig!—rt.
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obg sat at the desk and stretched his muscles. He had been

i Putting names and addresses into the computer all morning,
He had volunteered to come and Pu’c donorinformation into

a computer for the Walk for | ife. The Walk for | ife suppor’teé an
abortion alternative ministry that Tobg’s church supports. Tlﬂeg

asked forvolunteers and so here he sat forhours on end ﬁ“ing in first

name, last name, aclc{ress, Phone numbcr, and amount.

OVCI‘ 8ﬂd over ancl over.

]t was so boring.

Angway, Toby had spent all morning typing and marking on lists
when he felt tired and wondered if what he was cloing was even all that
he]PFul. Hc felt like he wasn’t rea”9 hc]Ping anyone bg what he was
doing. A few nurses walked by t!neg d@cinitcly hclP PCOPIC- A
counselor walked bg and said “thank you,” but she was de{:iﬂitel\lj
someone who hc]Pecl to save babies. The director who started the
whole thing walked bg and said “thank you” and Tobg knew that guy

had made a difference in a lot of Peopic’s lives.

]t came time for lunch and Tobg grabbed his lunch and went into the

room where the volunteers were eating. One of the ministry workers



was there. 5}1@ said thank you to all the volunteers who were

inPutting names and addresses and Plcdges into the comPutcr‘

She asked: “}Have any oggou wondered if what you are doing makes

a difference?”

Tobg s]umped in his chair tlﬂinking she was a mind reader and felt
guiltg that Perhaps he had acted in some way to make her think that.

“You bcing hcre,” she continued, “allowed me the freedom to work
with a young woman this morning, who came unsure of what to do.
Sheis pregnant. Sheis scared. We talked. We Prayec{. She saw
her babg on the sonogram. Sl'nc chose life tocla9 for her babg girl.
You are part of that. You inputting Plcdgcs into the computer allows
us to do what we do. \/\/e saved a babg toclay... a whole lifel”

Evcrgonc in the room clappcd and cheered. Tobg hurricd]g ate the

rest of his lunch and went back haPPilg inPu’cting names and
addresses and Phone numbers and every sing]e Plcc]ge.

E_nd
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Micah 6:8 (F.SV)
“ /—/e has told gou, O marn, what is gooc/; and what does the Lord

requ/re of. you but to do just/ce, and to love A/’lvc/ness, and to walk

/Jumé/ﬂ with your (od?

Ma’cthew 2%:12 (ES\/)
“ Wﬁoevcr exalts himself will be Aumé/eaf and whoever humbles

himself will be exalted?”

James 4:6 (. SYV)
“Rut [He gives more grace. [ herefore it says, “3od opposes the

Proua’ but g/’vcs grace to the humble”

i Peter5:6 (F.9YV)
“ Hurmé/c ﬂoumc/ves, t/;@re[or@, under the még/n{y hand of GOG/ 50

that at the proper time H@ may exalt ﬂou.”

The Kingdom of (Godisan economy of submission where there is no
P]acc for Pn'clc. Pride is not rewarded or wanted. [Jumbleness and
service is the currency of Heaven. Dcnial of self is the order of each

and CVCFH day




-T%CFLMgdom
of (jodis like

aloe Oon a

sunburn on fair

skin in Yuma,
Avrizona.
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FARABLE OF JESUS:

Feter FiPer Pragecl a Peck of Persis’cent prayers,

A Peck of Persistent prayers did Fe’cer FiPer pray;

]f: Fetcr Fipcr Prayccl a Peck of Pcrsistent prayers,

Fragte” the P8301C1C of the Pcck of prayers Feter Fipcr Pragccl?

Before wejump hcadlong into our passage in these apges in | uke
18, we need a little bit of background in two different areas for the

passage in Lui(e i 8 to make sense for us.
[irst, what is prayer?

Jol'm FiPer, a well-known minister in the (nited States, when
Prcaclﬂing on Colossians 4:2-4 defines prayer (in a way | likc) as:
“Main]y it means asking Gocl for things. Bg “things” ] don't mean
objects - stuff. ] mean, genera”y, whatever your heart desires or
needs. Ancl, of course, what your heart needs most is Gocl ~to know
[Him and trust [ Jim and love [im and obeg Him. | know that we should
come to (God with more than asi(ing. We should come comcessing sins
and giving thanks and Praise. ]n a broad sense, prayer includes all
that. But, sPeaking Precise]y, prayer is requesting, asking.‘. but

prayer, in the strict sense, means requesting. So, | define it as asking



(God for tl'n'ngs.“ the essence of prayer is the cxPrcssion of our
clePenc{ence on C]ocl through reques’cs.”7

| like that definition of prayer a lot.

]t can mean adoration and Praise. lt can mean confession. ]’c can be
tlﬂanksgiving and also asking. [t can mean all those things. T}‘lc
purpose of any prayer is to Praisc God, but at the same time we also

need from Him as so we have that tug in our minds and hearts.

[e is the Almightg (God!
He is the One who f:orgives.
[He is our Frovidcrl

50 now we know what prayer is and we are all on the same page as
we think about prayer: “Frager is the exPression of our depenc{ence

on God through requcsts.”

|n addition to a definition of prayer, we seconc”g need some
}Dackgrouncl on how rabbis often taught in_Jesus’ dag. T hiswill come
in handg when we tackle Luke 18:1-8.

One of the ways that rcligious teachers in _Jesus’ c{ay would teach

would be to argue or teach somet}‘ning “from the lesserto the greatcr.”

7 httP://PiPersnotes.com/PiPeerc/] -9-00.htm
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In] atinitis called “argumentum a fortiori” and has been around many

centuries in Philosophy, law, and educational circles.

Wl’\at does that mean? ]t means that the teacher makes the case with
something that is tangible and casy to understand and then aPPIies
the same Princip]e to somet}ﬁng greater and abstract and difficult to

unclerstand.

For example, in Mat’chew 6:27-34, Jesus teaches the crowds not to
worry bg giving the examplc that (God takes care of birds and grass
which mean little (lcsser} and so (God will take care of His Peoplc
(greater). Both are true and informs us about the huge and

incomparabic lOVC Goc{ has {:OF us.

Arxother examPle is found in Ma’cthew 7:8~11, when Jesus is
teaching aboutthe character ogGod. He relates that human fathers
give proper and good ghcts to their children (!csscr} and so our
Heaven]y f:ather gives proper and goocl gi)c’cs to [is children
(greater). Both are true and teaches us about the abstract character

of (God.

Another great examP]c from the teacl—wing of Jesus is in Matthew
12:11-13. Jesus was faced with a decision to heal a person or not
on the Sabbatlﬁ dag. Jesus argued that someone would helP a
stranded sl'xeep on the Sabbath (lcsser) and so Hc should help a

man with a shriveled hand (greater). Tl’]e lesser was true and so



Jesus healed a human bcing and showed true compassion and taught

about the Sabbath all at the same time.

Now we have a bit of backgrouncl as we read | uke 18:1-8, but wait,

there is more we need to get into our minds and hearts before we read

the Passage! A Central Qpestion: Does (God want us to pray

about somcthing over and over and over agairx?

Dor't be too quick to answer on this one.

Tlﬂc answer could be ‘yes’ or ‘no”’

]t could be ‘365’ in the sense that Goc{ doesn’t mind that we ask for

tlﬂings and ask repcatcdlg.

]t could also be ‘no’ in the sense that if we keep asking... where is our

faith that (iodis takiﬂg care of us?

T o me this seems like a s’cickg situation regarding prayer. Does (God

want us to pray about something over and over and over again?

]n order to answer this ‘yes’ or ‘no’ question, we are going to look at
two passages and see what the \/\/orc] of God says. God’s Word

should a]wags be our first resource when answering questions about

(od.
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(God’s Word informs what we think.

C]ocl’s Worcl is better than what society tells us.

C]ocl’s Worcl outdoes what our moms and dads ’caught us.
God’s Worc] surpasses what sclxuwelp books state.

IN THE OLD TESTAMENT: 1 Samuel 1 is a

heartbrcaking stor9 that centers on a woman named Hannalﬂ.

Harmal‘r had no children and desperatclg wanted to have them.

i Samucl chapter i describes her husband and that he « uscdtogo
up year bﬂ year from his c/ég to Wors/w/b and to sacrifice to the

LOKDO)[AOSII'S at5/7//o/7” (I Samuel i:3, ES\/) His wife would
go with him and pray that her womb would be oPcnccl and she would

have a child. Thcre were other factors which caused her griexc, but
needless to say, 1 Samuel 1:7 tells us P]airxlg and repeats the reality
that this, “went on year bﬂyean”

i Samuel 1:10 (F.SV) further describes the situation in that, “ She
was a/cc/o/ﬂ distressed and Praﬂea/ to the [ ORK[D and wept b/’tter/ﬂ”

and later in 1 Samuel 1:15 (E_SV) she tells E_]l the high Priest, “/
have been pour/ng out my soul before the | OR[D?

Was this imPor‘cant to Hannah?

] think itis clear that it was... she Poured herself out to God in prayer.



Was she Pcrsistent’?
Year after year she consistently Praged for the same thing‘

Was she Pragingabout somethingwort}wg of (God’s miglﬁt and power?
C]ocl ]5 the designcr of such things‘

Was she Praging humblg?
She was Praging before the | ordin worship and sacrifice... so, yes.

What was the result of Hannal’x’s Pragcrs? Dld the Pricst scold her
for Praging so hardfora child? Did the Word of the Lord come down
that she should knock off asking for the same thing over and over?
Dicl she ask once and then never give it another thought? chl she

asl( ancl gCt UPSCt wl’len there was no answer and StOPPCCl

worshiPPing (hod?

Tl’lc answer is “no” to all of those qucstions.

]n Fact, | Samue] 1:17-19 (ES\/) says:

“ 7—/’7617 E//answcrcd ”Go /'npcacc, and the Godo[/srac/grantyour
/oct/t/bn that you have made to [Tim.” 18 And she said, “ et your
servant Find favor in your cyes.” 7 hen the woman went her way and

ate, and her face was no /ongcr sad. 1 9 7—/76ﬂ rose ear{g in the
morning and Wors/w'Pcc/ before the LOK /D then tﬁcy went back to
their house at Kama/v. Ana’ E/ﬁanaﬁ krew | 7’anna/) his wite, and the

L OK D remembered her?
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]n the enc{, God answered her prayer and she conceived and bore a
son. Her son woulc{ be the great Prophet Samucl.

Docs God want us to pray about something over and over and over

again?
Wl‘rat does the O!d Tcstament in i Samue] i tell us the answeris?

] think 1 Samue] i tells us that ‘YES,’ Gocl does want us to pray
about somcthing over and over and over again. [He does not mind.
The passage does not Paint [Hannah in a negative light even once,
but rather shows her as comciclent, Persis’cent, humb]e, and a person

of continual prayer.
] wonder if the same is true in the New | estament?

] am so glad you asked! | et's look in the New ] estament and Lui«t
18:1-8 and sece what Jesus Christ teaches about prayer, Persistent

Pragcr

| uke 18:1-8 (F. SV):

“ Ana’ / 7@ told them a para[)/c to the effect that t/neﬂ oug/n‘ a/wa\gs to
pray and not lose heart. 2 [ e saic/, “/n acertain C/ty there was .ajuc/gc
who neither feared Goc/ nor res/occfea/ man. 3 /4170/ there was a
widow in that city who cht coming to him and sayins, Cave mcjustfcc
against my ac/vcrsarﬂ. ' [Fora while he refused, but afterward he said



to himself, ’7—/70115/7 | neither fear (God nor respect man, 5 yect
because this widow Accps éotﬁer/hg me, / will give ﬁcrj'ustfcc, so that
she will not beat me down bﬂ her continual Com/hg -4 A nd the [ﬁorc/
5a/af “fearwhat the unrl"g/zf@oug’u@!g@ says. ] A nd will not (od give

just/c@ to /17'/'5 c/@ci’, who cry to /’7/177 c/aﬂ and n{g/ﬁ? !/V/// Hc a/c/ay /ong
over them? &8 / tell you, e will give just/ce to them sloeea’//y.
/\/cvcrtﬁe/css, when the 50/7 of /\//an comes, will / 7,6 find faith on
carth?”

Feter Fiper Pragccl a Pcck of Persistcnt prayers,

A Peck of Pcrsistcnt prayers did Peter Fiper pray;

]F Feter FiPer Praged a Peck of Persistent prayers,

Fragtc” the Pagog of the Pcck of prayers Fctcr Fipcr Pragcd?

IN THE NEW TESTAMENT: At the beginning of | uke

i8, Jesus is teaching [His disciP]es about prayer. Remember our
definition of prayer: “Fraycr is the cxprcssion of our depéndcnce on

God th rough requests.”

Jesus is teacl'ling His cliscip]es about prayer and chooses to do so
inl uke 18 bﬁ sharinga Parablc which teaches based on the lesser to
greater Principle.

Jesus tells the disciples a Parablc about a widow who makes a
request of aju&ge. We need to take note that the one seeking and

making the request in this Parable is down and out. She is a woman,
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a widow, and most ]ikclg poor. All three of these descriptions would
have made this woman undesirable and comPlctelg on the back burner
formost PCOP!C in Jesus’ clag. Shc would not have been at the front
of any lines or at the top of anyone’s list. She was Facing an
“ac/vcrsary” of some kind who obviously knew that she had very little
chance ofzgetting any kind of help.

Jesus describes a callous and l'xardjudgc as the other character in
the Parable. ] dor’t know whg this person is described as suc%, but
Perlﬂaps for no otherreason than to show us that this poor widow did
not have much of a chance even in a court of law. | he unjust human

judge is c{mcinitelg the “lesser” examp]e in comParison to God.

Verse 5 shows us that this poor widow’s Persistcnce with tl'lcjudgé
pays off and she is able to securejus’cice forherself. Jesus Christis
teaching us that if a cruel and hear’c]essjuc‘ge can and will eventua”y
hC]P a poor widow and give lﬂérjusticc (lcsser}, how much more will our
riglﬁteous and holg Heavenlg Fat%er listen to us and stand rea&ﬁ to

l—re]P us in our times of need (grcater).

Thc reater truth is that our (Godis faithful and just and hears all our
8 J

prayers. The greater truth is that if an 6arth]3judge will grant a

Persistcnt request that ccrtainlg our r"‘leavcnlg f:ather will.

50, ‘yes or no, Does God wants us to pray about somcthing over

and over aﬂ& over again?



What does the New | estament in | uke 18:1-8 tell us?

KCCP in mind verse 1 which says the purpose of this Parable was:
“ f/?@ﬂ oug/n‘ a/ways to pray and not lose heart’ (E_S\/)

] rnope you see that Jesus’ lesson from the Parab]e of the Persistent
widow is that the answer is ‘yes. God does want us to pray about
somcthing over and over and over again. Hc does not mind. God
listens each and every time we pray to Him and He answers

according to His will.

Feter FiPer Praged a Pec‘( of Persis’cent prayers,

A Pcck of Persistent prayers did Fcter Fipcr pray;

]F Fetcr Fipcr Praged a Pec‘( of Pcrsistcnt prayers,

Fragte” the Pagog of the Peck of prayers Feter FiPcr Pragecl?

Tl’lcrc is one other area where we can draw truth about this Particular
ques’cion \/\/hi]e it is not the best Place forus to gat%er answers, as
long as Personal expcrience matches up with 5criptur€, it can be of
benefit for us and helP us see the truth. Tr;e O]cl Testamcnt says
‘365’ we should Persistent]g pray and the New Testament teaches
us ‘yes’ we should Persistentlg pray and even our lives can share this

same answer.
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IN FERSONAL EXFERIENCE: | have found that

Persistencc n prayer 15 goocl and valuable and true in my own life.

Mar19 many years ago, Ke”g and | made the decision that when our
children were bom) that she would stay home with them if at all
Possible. We were able to put that P]an into action bg the time ]an

was born if | remember corrcct]g.

Ke”y and | decided that she would start working outside the home
again when the kids were older and thcg are all in school. ]t made
sense. She gota greatjob ata lawger’s office which was clmcinitelg a
b]essingj but it wasn’t the righ’c fit for her since ’cheﬁ asked her to lie

and manipulatc folks on a régular basis.

She started Praging and Praging. | was Praying aswellfora Part~’cime
job. | mean, as a minister, you can either sell drugs or do extra
we&dings and funerals. ] he clrug trade dried up and you can’t Plan
on weddings and funerals to pay off extra bills you have. l Praged and
was blessed with the wonderful oPPor’cunity to teach at Floriéa
Christian Co“ege which used my c{egrce and it fit well in my ministrg

SC}’!CdUIC.

Ke”y’sjob wasn’t changing. 5}16 kePt Prayiﬂg. Like ] said, herjob
wasn’t a good fit for her. 51’16 answered an ad on Craigs]ist (01[ all

P]aces) fora Position at another church in our area. | told her it was



Probabiy a scam because no one postsa realjob on Craigslist‘. This
church did!

She got thcjob and worked there 8 years anditwasa super blessing.

She kePt Praging and kept Pcrsistent and the | ord answered yesin
His timing. In His timing the law office moved way north after Kc”g
left and it would have been a great harciship to continue to work there.
]t was [Tis timing because she “haPPenec{” to have off Mondays,
which is the c{ag l tauglﬁt.

Gocl worked it out all in His timing and in His ways.

Tl’lis time [Je said “yes.” Fcrsistencs in prayer Paicl off. ch, God

wants us to pray about something over and over and over again.

What does Personal cxperiencc tell us? ] think Pcrsonal expcricncc
varies, but in this instance, exPerience tells us that it is true that (God
does want us to pray about somet}"ing over and over and over again.
[He does not mind. ] never got the sense, neither did Ke”g, that we
were acting in doubt orimpatiencc bg bringing the same issue to (God
over and over again. He did not mind Ke”g and ] Praging for ways to
make extra money to pay off bills.

Does it alwags work out that way... for the positive in the exact way

we want? ] have to be honest and answer no, but Goc{ does a!wags
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listen and [He does aiwags work for my gooci..‘ even if thatis a “no” or

a “wait” or a “] have someti‘:ing else Pianneci.”

IN FERSONAL EXPERIENCE: I you ask anyone in my

Famiiy, 2018 and 201 9 were the hardest years for ouricamilg.

The church lcaciership that | prcviouslg served in Tampa decided
tiﬂeg did not want me as their Pastor anymore and so on a Tucsciag
nigi‘i’c, the eiciersiﬂp called me in and fired me on the spot. ]t was an

cmotiona”gjarring time and one that was uncxpectcci and hurtful.

] Prayed and Pragecl if ] was supposecl to remain in ministry. ] Pragecl
and Pragcci that (God would heal my heart and my mind and my soul.
] Prayccl and Pragcci for the next Place to serve. ] want you to guess
how many churches ] aPPlied for from October of 2018 to Mag of
2019. Any guesses? 119. Because of the nature of how search
committees wori<, Cincinnati Christian Ci‘lurciﬁ was 102 on the list of
119 churches, (Christian co”eges, and (Christian organizations |
applieci for. 58 told me no either rigi-x’c away or after some time and 50
just never got back to me or said angti‘ning at all.

Do you know how hard itis to hear ‘no’ 108+ times?



Feter Fiper Pragecl a Peck of Persis’ccnt prayers,

A Peck of Persistent prayers did Fcter FiPCF pray;

]1C Feter Fiper Prayecl a Peck of Persis’cent prayers,

Fragte” the Payoﬁc of the Peck of prayers Feter Fiper Prayccl?

Answerec{ Prager.

SUMMARY Does God want us to pray about somctlﬂing over

and over and over again? | Samuel i tells us ‘365.’ Lui(e 18 tells us

¢

es.” Personal experience tells me ‘yes.’
Y P Y

] do not know what you are dea]ing with ’coclag. Ferhaps you are
having })ogxcricncl or girl]criencl stresses and the rc]ationslﬂip is not
going as you P]annécl or magbe you are hcac{ing in a wrong direction
sexua”y. Ferhaps you are Pragirxg for a Familg member to come to
know the | ord. Ferhaps you are Praying for hca]irxg for someone or
for recovery from anillness or surgery. Fcrhaps you need a ncwjob

or have bills to pay or anxieties are ge’cting the better omcgou.

No matter your requests to Goc{ or how often you pray, know that
[1e doesn’t mind you asking. No matter your requests to (God, know
that [1e doesn’t mind you asking over and over. Flease do not stop
praying. Flease do not stop expressing your c{epenclencc on (God

through requcsts. He loves us and wants to hear from us!
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| want to leave you with one more passage of Scripture which
illustrates that (sod indeed hears us, answers us, and does not mind

us coming to Him over and over.

The Frophet Jcremiah writes in | _amentations chapter %:49-58
(ESV) « Mﬂ eyes will How without ceasing, without r@s/o/i’c, 50 unti/
the [_orc/ from heaven looks down and seces; 517 my eyes cause me
gr/ez[ at the fate of all the c/aug/7tcr5 of my c/ég, 52 “/ have been hunted
ke a bird bﬂ those who were my enemies without cause; 53 t/u‘fy ﬁung
me alive into the /:)/'t and cast stones on me; 54 water closed over my
Acaaf /sa/d, ‘/am /ost.’jj ”/ca//ca/on Your/\/ame, OLOfaf from the
a/e/ot/m of the ID/'t; 56 You heard my Io/ea, DO not close Your ear to
my cry for /'76/P/’ 57 You came near when /Ca//ca/ on You; You 531’05
Do not fear? 58 ”You have taken up my cause, O /_ord; You have
redeemed my Iite?

Whén we cry out to God, T_‘]e hears us and is near.
Yes.
Yes.
Yes‘
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nce upon a time there were three little Pigs named Forky,
FPorkie, and Wilbur. Forkg, FPorkie, and Wilbur lived with
Otheir mother and the time came for them to leave home and
seek their fortunes. Forky, Forkie, and Wilbur had to have a
Pionccring spirit if theg were going to make it outside of the pig pen.

The three little Pigs got into a three little Pigs hu&die, made a P]am
and left the Pig pen into the world.

The first little Pig, Forky, built his house out of straw because it was
the easiest thing to do. His house was up in no time and he was

5iPPing on sweet tea in a hammock in no time.

The second little PigJ Forkic, built his house out of sticks and spent
a little more time on Faslﬁioning his home. Once he was donc, he
rested in his easy chair drinking a soda. | he house of sticks was a
little bit stronger than the straw house and he was gee]ing pretty good
about himself.

The third little Pig, Wilbur, built his house out of bricks and took a
]ong time and a lot of effort to make his home. Wilbur’s brick house
also took a long time to build because he made a friend with a spider
named (Charlotta and went to the county fair.
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Angwag, all three little Pigs made their houses and rested from their

]B}DOFS‘

What Forkg, Forkie, and Wilbur didnt know was that theg moved into
a neighborhooc’ with a Big Bad Wolf. e loved to have little Pigs

for dinner, not to invite them over for dinner mind you, but to litcra”g

have little Pigs for dinner.

The Big Bad \/\/ohC was quick to anger. He got angry theg were in
the neighborhood. Hc got angry that t]*xeg were different from him.
He got angry that thcg smelled tastg when tlﬂcg walked ]39. Hc
decidedinhis anger that he would eat the little Pigs, but first he would
scare them by toPPling their houses over.

One night the Big Bacl \/\/olxc) who had a hankerin’ for little Piggies,
sat on his front Porch and saw one of the little pigs trot by on his way
home. ]t happencd to be Forkg and he lﬂacl_just gone to the market
and had roast beef and then went wee wee wee all the way home to

his straw house.

Thc Big Bad Wo]Fgot SO angry and }'\ungry and went alongand saw
the first little Pig in his house of straw. [Je said: "] et mein, | et mein,
little Pig or ]'” huff and ]‘” Pug and ]‘” blow your house down!®

Forkg said back, "Not bg the hair of my chinng chin chin



So the Wolf huffed and he Pugcc] and he blew with migl’xtg breath
and he blew the house down in anger and the first little Pig escaPecl

and ran to his brother Forkie’s house made of sticks.

Forkg ran from his toPPlec{ straw house to Forkie’s house made of
sticks. [e banged on the door for Forkie to let him in. He knocked
and knocked and For‘(ie did not come to the door right away. Whilc
he was knocking and knocking he smelled a strange odor coming, from

the house. Forkg looked inside the window and was horrified.

Forl(g’s brother Porkie was eating a BLT. Yes, a BACON,

let’cuce, and tomato sandwich! Forkie knew he had been discovered
and was ashamed and angry and sad all at the same time. Forkic with
bacon breath opened the door angry and 56”6& at his brother for

imPosing on him.

«| am not angry at you for eating a BLT, Forky said to his brotlﬁer,
“We obvious]g need to have a chat where you talk and ] listen. ] will

be quick to listen, slow to speak and slow to become angry.”

Forkie confessed his love of B] T's and that he had been eating

them for some time.

Forkg told his brother all about the angry Big Bad Wolf and how he
blew down his house made of straw. | he two Pigs became afraid of



Kingclom Tales f Fage 1155

the angry Big Bad Wolf. T hen thcg heard heavg steps outside that
could onb be the Big Bad Wolf.

The Big Bad Wolf had indeed followed Forky riglnt to his brother’s
house of sticks. " etmein, | etmein little Pigs or ]‘” huff and l’” PU)C]C
and [l blow your house in." | he Eig Bad Wolf could smell cooked
bacon and could almost taste the fresh piggics he would have for

dinner.

[e was hungrg!
[e was angrgl
He was hangrﬁ!

"Not })9 the hair of our cl’linng chin cl’xins,” said the little Pigs louc”y.

So the Wolf huffed and he PU]C]CCCl in his anger and he blew with
migl’lty breath and he blew the house down and the first and second
little Pig escaPecl and ran to their brother's house made of bricks.

Forkg and Forkie ran from the toPP]ed house made of sticks to

Wilburs house made of bricks. Thcg gearFu”g and vigorouslg
banged on the door for Wilbur to let them in. Tl’lcy knocked and
knocked and Wilburlet them in. Forky and Forkie both oinked at the

same time and \/Vi”:)ur could not understand either of them.



Wilbur said ca]m]g: “We obvious]9 need to have a chat where you
both talk and ] listen. ] will be quick to hsten, slow to sPcak and slow

to become angrg"’

First, Forky told Wilbur all about how the angry Big Bad Wolf
huffed and Puged and blew his straw house down.

Second, Porkie told Wilbur all about how the angry Big Bad Wolf
huffed and Puged and blew his sticks house down.

Tlﬂcg both agreed the Big Bad Wolf was angry. Theg both agreecl
he was hungrg Theg both agreecl he was hangrg! ]t wasn’t long until
the angry Big Bad Wolf tracked the two Pigs to the house of bricks.
1 et mein, let me in* cried the Big Bad Wolf. He beat on the door
and he said: “Or ]’” huff and l’” Pumc)c till ] blow your house in.”

Just as he was on the Porch banging on the door, a girl with golclcn
blonde hair walked }33 ho]ding hands with three bears. The Father

Bear looked and saw that the Big Bac} \NohC was angry and hungry.
Tl’le Mot}wer Bear looked and saw that the Big Bac{ \/\/ol]C was
angry and Pounding on the door. T he Baby Bearlooked and saw
three scared Pigs in the window. (Goldie | ocks, for that was the
golclcn blonde-haired girl’s name, wanted to help.

(Goldie | ocks went up to the Big Bad Wolf and got his attention
and said ca!mlg: “You seem very angry. We obvious]y need to have a
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chat where you talk and we will listen. \We will be quick to listen, slow

to sPeak and slow to become angry"’

Thc Big Bad Wol}caskecl, “Why should [listen to angthingyou have

to sag?l”

Golclic Locks said, “Oncc upon a time there were three bears who
lived in a house in the ncighborhoodjust over there. One morning,
their breakfast Porriclge was too hot to eat, so theg decided to go for
a walk in the ncighborhood. | was wandcring around and found their
house. | knocked on the door and Pushecl it open and went inside. |
sat in each of the three chairs at the table and ] ate all three bowls of

Porridgc. You see ] was homeless and ] hadn’t eatenin clags.

Then l went uPstairs, where ] found three beds. There was a great
}Jig becl, a middle-sized bed and a ting little bed. ] wasn’t going to
waste my time like in some nursery rhgmé s0 ] Pickcd the ting bed that
wasjust my size. ]n no time at a”, ] fell as]eep. l can’t get any sleeP on

the street, ]’m too scared.

In a little while, the three bears came back from their walk in the
neighborhooc‘. Ti’leg saw at once that the door of their house had
been oPened and all the breakfast was eaten. The bears went
upstairs and the | ittle PBear looked at his bed and said in his small
sciucakg babg voice, ‘Somcbo&g is sleeping in my bed?



[He growlcd 50 louc”g that | woke uPI

[T ven though ] broke into their house and ate their food and made
them feel unsafe bg sleeping in their kid’s bed, the Big PBears said,
‘We obvious!g need to have a chat where you talk and we will listen.

We will be quick to lis’cen, slow to speak and slow to become angry.”

Tlﬂat was last week and tlﬂcg let me stay with them and toda9 we are
all out for a walk together.”

The Big Bad Wolf didrn’t know what to say.

Tl’lc three Pigs in the window were in awe of the crazy story told by
Goldié Locks.

Goldie | ocks again went up to the Big Bad Wolf and said: “You
seem very angry. We obvious]g need to have a chat where you talk
and we will listen. We will be quici( to listen, slow to sPcai( and slow to

become angrg.”

On hearing that someone would genuine]y listen to him, the Big PBad
Wolfs anger c’issipatec} and he was wi“ing to talk to (Goldie | ocks
and the three bears. Thc group of them sat down right there on the

Porch and crisis was averted.
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The three little Pigs were in such shock that theg all three fell over
and died.

Mother Bear decided to use all the Pork to make a Pizza at her
restaurant and called it “Divine Swine.” ]t is a customer favorite to

this day.

E_nd



Froverbs 25:12 (E5V>

“[_/’Ac a go/c/ ring or an ornament of go/c/ /s a wise reprover to a

//Sten/?zg ear.”

James 1:19 (F.SV)
“ /</70W i'/7/5, my beloved brothers: let every person be (/JU/'CA to f/near,

slow to 5pca,é, slow to anger.”

Thc Kingdom of C—;od should be filled with PcoPlc who suspcnd
judgcmcnt of one another and focus on ]istcning and undcrstanding
each other. Listening often and Pushing out anger from our hearts
and sPccch is a step in the righ’c direction as citizens of [Jeaven

Pl"CPal"C ‘FOI" Hcavcn.
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nce there was a mother Pig who had three little Pigs. The
O Pigs left their mother's pen to live out their lives in the best
way Possible.

T he first little Pig had not gone far when he decided to base his life
on the Pursuit of happiness. The Pig did whatever made him haPPB‘
[He got credit cards and bought all kinds of dcsigner mud baths, ate
like a Pig should, and bought cvergthing that had bells and whistles.
[He did what made him haPPﬂ‘ Ang little Miss Figgg he came across
hejumped into her pen. [He had a few Piglets here and there, but did
not rca”g feel rcsponsib]c for them. e did what he wanted. ]t made
him Iﬁappy. TI"IC first Pig clrank smoi(ecl, and frolicked.

Onc night he satin his house full of cvcrything that he thought would
make him happg. A]ong came a wolf. T he wolf loved to tempt Pigs

and create havoc in their lives.

[He knocked at the door of the little Pig‘s house and ca”ecl, ”Litt]e
Pigj little Pig, | have a question!”

But the little Pig answered, "We“ what is it?”



The wolf questioned, “Are you rea“y l’\appg?”

Thc question made the little Pig think for he had based his life on
what would make him happg. [He had no Ias’cing relationslﬁips. The
material things were not a lasting haPPiness. He ended up addicted
and sick rather than haPPy. [He felt empty inside. Nothing he had
done had made a firm foundation. T hen the wolf said, " [Ha! 'l huff

and ]l Pug, and J'll blow your house inl" So he huffed and he Pugccf

until he blew the house in and it fell with a great crash, and ate up that
little pig.

The second little Pig had not gone far when he decided to base his
life on success. Hc married a Miss Figgg who came from a good
gamily and had some money. Theg had a few Pig]@ts to make her
happy and to make the father-in-law haPpg. Flus, kids often showed
others that you were successful at home. He excelled at hisjob.
When hisjob réquircd him to be away from homc, he did it without a
second thought At times, success meant cheating a little and he did
it because it was what would make him successful. A few other Miss
Figgics along the way had caug}‘nt his eye and tlﬂeg helped him get the
successes he wanted. He got raises. }‘Ie got Promotions. }‘le
climbed the bamgard ladder and did whatever was requirec}. [He
}Dought the biggest Pig penon the block to show off his success.
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Along came a wolf. The wolf loved to tcmpt Pigs and create havoc
in their lives. He knocked at the door of the little Pig’s house and

ca”ed, "Little Pig, little Pig, ] have a questionl”
But the little Pig answered, “We” what is it?”
The wolf qucstioned, “Are you rcally successful?”

The question made the little Pig think for he had based his life on
what would make him successful. f"lc did not rca”g know his kids. Hc
had a trophg Piglet wife but there was nothing there. e had no self-
respect orintegritg. The material t%ings were not a ]asting haPPiness
and somcboclg alwags hada biggcr pen. e had ended up successful
in business but a failure at life. T_‘]e felt empty inside. Notlﬂing he had

done had made a firm foundation.

Then the wolf said, i [al ]‘” huff and l’” qu:, and ]‘” blow your house
inl" So he huffed and he qu:ecl until he blew the house in and it fell

with a great crasl'l, and ate up that little Pig.

Thc third little Pig traveled in his life and wondered what the Point of
life rea”y was. Was it fame? \Was it fortune? Was it success? \Was
it happiness? Was it people? What should a little pig build their life
on? What should be the foundation?



The little Pig said to !'limsclxc, 1] think | shall base my life on (God and
the things [He desires.” Thc Pig met a Miss Figgg who shared his
faith. The Pig remained faithful to his wife and had children that he
tried to raise with Piblical values. [e tried to balance Familg, church,
giving, serving, business, Politics, and all aspects of his life with
Biblical Principles. He went to Church but more than that, he read
the Bible and tried to actually live out what it taught.

Along came the wolf. He knocked at the door of the little Pig’s house
and said, "] ittle Pig, little Pig, | have a qucstion!”

Bu’c the little Pig answered, "We” what is it?”

Tl’lc wolf qucstioncd, “Are you rca“g going to base your life on
(God? The ques’cion made the little Pig think for he had based his

life on (Hod. [He had a wife who loved him. ]t was hard, but theg were
in it for the !ong haul. }”le had kids who he raised as best as he could.
His finances were a s’cruggle, but (God alwags Provicle(ﬂ. [He ran his
business with integritg and respect. [1e was active in his communitg
which brought himjoy. His re]ationship with Jesus (Christ was the
foundation of his life.

Tl’len the wolf said, ”r‘ia! ]’ll huff and ]‘“ Pug, and l‘ll blow your house
in" So he huffed and he Puﬁcec{ until he blew on the house and beat
against that l’lOUSC; yet it did not Fa”, because it had its foundation on

(od.
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Thc wolf came bg often to tcmpt the Pig but never could knock down

the whole House because the Pig had found that a foundation on
C]ocl was best.

[ nd



OPPosition to citizens of the Kingc]om of (God will come from
enemies sent ]33 the E_nemy to doubt and question and twist what
God has declared as His will for the foundation of life. (God is the

only sure foundation for life.

@y
a—VANCa
s
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T!’xe ngéom of

Heaven is like an

orphan who

bounces from house

to house and finds a
home with parents
who Permanent]y

aAoPt them.



FARABLE OF JESUS:

Wha’c does it mean to be lost?

|n 2008, an action movie came out that sPurreCJ 2 more movies after it
and all because of one specch. 7 sentences is the crux of one movie
and allowed them to make two more afterit. One sPeech in the movie
is what | aken” hangs upon. 7 sentences upped | iam’ Neeson’s
Pagchecks in Ho”gwood because in the movie, Brgan Mi”s a former
government oPerative, is trging to reconnect with his daughter, Kim
(Maggic Gracc). r’]is worst fears become real when human
traffickers abduct Kim and her friend shor‘clg a]ctcrtlﬂéy arrive in Faris
forvacation. \/\/itlﬁjus’c four clags until Kim will be lost forever, Brgan
Mi”s must use every skill he learned in black ops to rescue her.

Towarcls the }chinning of the movie we have a Phonc call.

]t is THE pl’lone call. [He says:

"l don't know who you are. ] don't know what you want. ]F you are
looking for ransom ] can tell you ] don't have money, but what l do
have are a very Particular set of skills. Skills | have acquireci over a
very ]ong career. Skills that make me a nightmare for Peoplc like you.
]Fgou let my c{aughtergo now that'll be the end of it. ] will not look for
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you, | will not pursue you, but ipgou don't, | will look Forgou, | will find

18

you and ] will kill you.
Duh duh duh!

For these few pages we are in Luke 5 where Jesus shares with us
three Parables that all have the same theme and all rca”g share the

same mcaning.

Lukc 15:1-7 (E_S\/) « /\/ow the tax collectors and sinners were all
a/rawmg near to hear [Tim. 2 /4/70/ the [harisees and the scribes
grumb/@af saﬂ/ng, “7‘/7/’5 Man receives sinners and eats with them.” 3
50 / 76 told them this paraﬁ/@: + W/mt man of you, ha ving a hundred
5/’766/:7, it he has lost one of- t/mm, does not leave the minety-~nine in the
open country, and go afterthe one that is /ost, until he finds it? 5 And
when he has found it, he /ays it on his shoulders, rcjo/c/ng. 6 And
when he comes /70/176, he calls fo‘gef/'mr his friends and bis nc{gﬁbors,
saying to them, ‘K@/’ofce with me, for | have found my 5/766/0 that was
lost.’ J Just s0, / tel] you, there will be more joy in heaven over one
sinnerwho repents than overninety-nine r{gﬁfcous persons who need

no rc/ocntancc.”

What does it mean to be lost?

s o0t Centur}j Studios



If you were to simp]g look up the word dost’ in the clictionarg you
would find thatitis a surPrisinglg complicatec{ word. There are a lot
of small changcs to the word lost that make it a signhcicant word and

depending on the context it can mean somcthing different.

] looked up the word on the internet. Odd]g, when googling the word
‘lost,’ the first 7 entries are about the 6 season ABC show ‘Lost’

Wl’]lCl‘l &OCS not ncccssari!g }‘IC]P us.

What does the word dost’ mean? (merriam—webstcr.com)

* ]t means ‘not made use of or claimed’ such as Jost oPPortunitg’
* ]t means ‘no ]onger Possessed or known’ such as lost sock’

* ]t means ‘ruined Physica“g or mora”y’ such as ‘a lost soul

* ]t means ‘unable to find one’s way’ such as Jost in the city’

* ]t means ‘absorbed in some’ching’ such as Jost in the music’

* ]t means ‘not aPPreciated’ such as ‘thejoke was lost on me’

* ]t means ‘unattainable without l’lopc’ such as ‘alost cause’

On the surface, the word dost’ most of the time simplg means “unable
to find one’s wag” usua“y in whatever context it is used in one way or
another. Almost all of the definitions are a twist or a little shade

different of bcing unable to find something or someone or ourselves.

Theworddost’is used inthe Bible and in churches because a person
without (od or someone who has serious doubts about (Godis lost’

because we sPirituaHg cannot find our way to faithful Footing.
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T o be lost’ is to be without (God, in the same way ‘to be found’ is to
be with (Hod.

Wl’\en ] moved to Tampa some years ago, l was s’caying atahotel and
my sister was coming to visit me. | was stayingin a [Howard Johnson
Hotel on one of the main roads in TamPa. SEC texted me that she
was almost to my hotel and so ] stepped outside to grcet her and to

l‘rop in her car because we were going to eat.

A few minutes Passccl and she called me. She asked if l was at my
hotel. | told her | was standing outside my room waiting on her like |
told her] would be. She stated that she was Parked right outside my

room and ] was not standing there.

We comParecl notes.
] was at the Howarcl Johnson on Dale Mabry.

5!’16 was at the r"]oward \)ohnson on Dale Mabrg.
] was in front of the room.

5}'\6 looked and noted the same room number in front of her.

lxc ] remember correc’dyJ she also texted me a Photo of my hotel door
with me not s’canding in front of it. She began to describe the hotel
she was at which was very run down and Sl(CtCl’lH which was why she

was on ec{ge in the first Place. ] was at a modest hote!, but not what

she described.



We Figured out that there were 2 hotels with the same name on the
same road that were about 5 miles aPar’c‘ Shc was at a different hotel

and felt completelg lost. ] knew where ] was and l also felt lost!

Thc passage and three Parables that we are going tolook at in Lu‘(e
15 have evergthing to do with being lost. These are Parab]es that
Jesus gives as Heis trying to defend }"limsclmc against the Pharisees
and their condemnation of [is interest in the tax collectors and

sinners.

Jesus was sccking out these sinful Peoplc and was making a

difference in their lives because they were Jost’ and did not have

(od.

That was the mission oFJesu& That is still the mission oFJesus!
Luke 19:10 (ES\/) says: “/:or the 50/7 o[/\//an came to seek and

to save the lost?

T he FPharisees saw the overall mission of Jesus and were offended
and condemned _Jesus for even eating with these types of lost
Peopie. The bcginning of Luke 15 tells us, “Now the tax collectors
and sinners were all c/rawfrzg near to hear [Tim. 2 Ana’ the /D harisees

and the scribes grumé/cc/, saﬂ/’ng, “777/5 Man receives sinners and
cats with them.” (verses -2, E_S\/)
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Jesus wants these re]igious leaders to understand (God’s attitude
about “sinners” an ose that are lost because itis []is attitude. [Tle
bout “si » and those thatare lost b itis [is attitude. |
likens (hod to a shephercl who seeks a lost sheeP with skill and
etermination. _Jesus wants to explain w is time is spent wi
det t ts t Pl hy [is t pent with
Peoplc whose lives have taken a turn into sin and seem to reject (sod
and are lost. [T]e shares with us tha od cares deeply when we are
d are lost h ith us that (God deeply wh
lost and away from Him. Jesus wants to share the heart oxCGocl. f"le
ets us know tha od is like a shepher at seeks and rinds those
lets us know that (God is like a shepherd that secks and finds th
lost to Him.

[n 1995, ajewc! of a movie was released starring K evin Costner. Jtis
titled ‘\/\/aterwor]d’ and only gets 8% on Rotten Tomatoes and was

a comP]etc ﬂoP, but ] love it. l love the story and the idea.

After the melting of the Polar ice caps, most of the globe is
underwater. Some humans have survivcd, and even fewer sti“, notab]g
the character called the Mariner (Kcvin Costner}, have adapted to
the ocean by &eveloPing gi“s. Weird, but ok. A loner bg nature, the
Mariner reluctantlg befriends }ﬂclcn Uearme Tripplehom) and her
young comPanion) E_nola (Tina Majorino), as they escape from a
hostile artificial island. Soon the sinister Smokers are Pursuing them
and capture Enola in the belief that Enola holds the key to ginc‘ing
the mgthical Drgland. A” ho[:)e seems lost.

As sPunkg caPturecl Enola faces the evil ones, she says that her
friend the Mariner will come for her and the bad guys will be very



sorry. 5hc says with confidence: “[e doesn’t have name so death
can’t find him. He doesn't have a home or PcoPle to care for. He‘s
not afraid oFangthing, men least of all. [1e's fast and strong like a big
wind. [Je can hear a hundred miles and see a hundred miles
underwater. [Je can hide in the shadow of a noon sun. [Je can be
righ’c behind you and you won't even know it til you're dead! He’”

come forme. [e will»?
Wit}\ a sPecch like that, the movie goes like you think it willl

| et's keep rcading in | uke 15 on Jesus’ Parab!cs to the Pharisees
and those gatherecl there. He wants the religious leaders to
understand God’s heart about those that find themselves lost and
shaken bg their own decisions in life. f"]c has a]readg cxplaincd that
God secks after and finds those who are lost. How does Jesus

continue?

| uke 15:8-10 (F.SV):

« Or what womarn, ha ving ten silver coins, if she loses one coin, does
not //g/7t a /am/o and sweep the house and seck a////gcnt/y unti] she
finds it7 9 And when she has found it, she calls to(gctﬁcr her friends
and 1761})7/7[70/‘5, 5351}75, K cjofce with me, for/ have found the coin that
/ had lost.” 10 Just s0, / tell you, there /'sjoy before the ange/s of God

over one sinner who repents.”

7 Universa] Pictures
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Wl’\at does God feel about those who are lost?

There are PCOP]C that can be described as “sPiri’cua”g lost”. The
FPharisees of Jesus’ c]agjust called those Pcople “sinners.” _Jesus
would Proclaimjust afew chapters laterin Luke 19,in the house of a
man named Zacchaeus, “For the 50/7 of/\//an came to seek and to
save the lost” (Lukc 19:10, E_S\/)

(God is so Passiona’ce about those that have lost their way that [e
sent His Son to find them and reveal the best way. God loves those
that are stuck in a ltistgle of sin that [e died on the cross so that
their debt of sin would be Paid. (God seeks out those that are lost
with such fervor that Jésus describes the woman in }'11’5 Parable as
cli]igent!9 and Painstakinglg scarcl'xing her house for the lost coin.
Every corner is swept out and every dark P]ace is investigatecl. No
Picce of furniture is left standing in her efforts to find the lost coin.

Jtis the same with (God.
The Parable is about (God.

(God is the woman searcl—ring for the lost coin.

We are the lost coin.

Gocl searchesforus. Goc{ makes a great effortin sceking those that
are lost to [Jim. | he effort and intensity should not be missed in this
Parab]e‘ Fsalm 14:2 reiterates this ’chought for us: © 7—/76 [_OKD



looks down from heaver on the children of man, to see if there are any

who unc/crstanc/, who seck after Gocf’ (E_S\/)

The Picture we get from Jesus (Christis that each and every person
is very imPortant to (God. Everg sing!e soul is an image bearer and
can become a child of Gocl. We get that from this Parable and also
the Previous Parablc. Don’t Forgct that the shephercl goes after the

one lost shccp because of its importance.

You are extrcmelg important to Gocl and Jesus wanted youto know
that.

Somcbody needs to read this today: You are extr@mc]g imPor‘tant to
Gocl and Jcsus wants you to know that.

| et’s keeP reading in Luke 15 (verses 11-32) to the end of the
cl’xaptcr all about Jesus’ Parablcs to the Fl’larisces and those
gat%ered there.

| uke 15:11-32 (F.SV):

“Ana/ / 7@ sa/af “T/?@f@ was a man who had two sons. 12 ,4/70/ the
younger of them said to his father, ‘[ at/mr, give me the share of
property that is coming to me.’ /4170/ he divided his property between
them. 13 /\/ot many daﬂs /ater, the younger son gat/;crcd all he had
and took a j’ourncﬂ into a far country, and there he 57uana/crca/ his
property in reckless //v/r/g. 14 A/‘JC/ when he had spent cvcrﬂt/luhg, a
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severe famine arose in that country, and he bcgan to be in need. 15
S0 he went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that
country, who sent him into his fields to feed Pgs 16 And he was
/onglhg to be fed with the poc/s that the pigs ate, and no one gave him
anyt/w’ng. 17 ‘ﬁut when he came to /Jl'msc/f, he sa/'a{ ‘/L’Z’ow many of
my father's hired servants have more than cnoug/7 breac/, but / /ocr/'s/7
here with Aungcr/ 18/ will arise and go to my [at/mr, and | will say to
him, “[ather, | have sinned against heaven and before you. 19 Jam no
/Ongcr Wort/y to be called gyour son. Tr@at me as one of your hired
servants. ’”ZOAnd/m arose and came to his father. But while he was
still a /ong way off, his father saw him and felt com/oassion, and ran
and embraced him and kissed him. 21 And the son said to /7/777,
Father, [ have sinned against heaven and before you. Jam no /ongcr
wort/y to be called yourson.” 22 But the father said to his servants,
ﬁr[ng (lyu/cé/y the best robe, and put it on him, and puta ring on his
Aanaf and shoes on his feet. 23 And br/hg the fattened calf and kill
/t, and let us eat and celebrate. 24 [or this my son was dcaa{ and is
alive again; he was /05[; and is found.’ And t/;cﬂ [xfgan to celebrate.
25 “Now his older son was in the [/c/af and as he came and drew near
to the /llousc, he heard music and a/ancfng. 26 Ana/ he called one of
the servants and asked what these t/whgs meant. 27 /4 nd he said to
/1//77, ’Your brother has come, and your father has killed the fattened
calf, because he has received him back sate and sound.” 28 But he
was angry and refused to go in. f "f/'s father came out and entreated
him, 29 but he answered his father, { ook, these many years / have

SCﬂ/CdyOU, anc//ncverc//soécyec/yourCommanc/,ﬂctﬂou I'lGV@I’g@V@



me a young goat, that | m/g/zt celebrate with my friends. 30 Put when
this son of yours came, who has devoured your Pro/ocri:g with
Prost/tut@s, you Lilled the fattened calf for him? 3 And he said to
him, <Son, you are a/waﬂs with me, and all that is mine is yours. 32 Jt
was [/’fi'/hg to celebrate and be g/ac/, for this your brother was dead,

and is a//'vc; he was /ost, and is found?”
What does God feel about those who are found?

Verse 7 sa ys: « Just so, [ tell you, there will be morcjoy in heaven over
one sinner who repcnts than over n/nc@«nfnc r/g/ﬁcoug persons who

need no rc/ocntance.”

Verse 10 says: “Just s0, /tell you, there is joy before the angc/s of

Goa’ over one sinnerwho rc/ocnts.”

\/ersc 20 says: “And/m arose and came to his father. But while he
was still a /ong way 02‘;{ his father saw him and felt com/oassion, and

ran and embraced him and kissed him.”

\erse 24 says: “ [or this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was
/osi; and is found.” And tﬁcy began to celebrate”

Verse 32 says: “/t was zfl'tt/hg to celebrate and be g/ac/, for t/7/530ur
brother was dead, and is a//vc,- he was /ost, and is found?”
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T he word that is used most often in these two similar Parab]es is the

word “rejoice.” Rejoicing means the presence o{jog. The presence

oFglaclness. [” xtreme haPPiness‘ Elation. The KJ\/ says that ybﬂ
shall be in heaver” (|_uke 15:7) when someone is found. |n the Bible,

singing is associated with rejoicing (Fsalm 5:11;32:01). The P]aying
of instruments like flutes is associated with rejoicing (]saiah 30:29).
Slﬂouting is also associated with rcjoicing (lsaiah %5:2; Jeremiah
31:12).

The image that we get is a huge celebration in Hcavcn when
someone turns to faith in_Jesus (Christ and comes to (God. | here is
singing and shouts omcjoy and the clamor of instruments each time a

person is “found.”

]t is a huge celebration.

ltisa big deal.

Jesus (Christ was trying to explairx to the Pharisees and anyone else
who would listen and [He is trying to explain to us... that Jesus came

to seck and to save the lost. Feriocl. Jcsus was loo‘cing for those

WI'IO }'\ac; wanc}ered awag From God

Gocl wanted them. He loved them. ]t was Jesus’ purpose to make a
way for those lost ones to find their way to their Hcavenlg ]:ather.



(God still wants them. e still loves them. Jtis still Jesus’ purpose to
make a way for those lost ones to find their way to their Heavenly

Father‘

C]ocl wants you. He loves you. lt is Jesus’ purpose to make a way
for you to find your way to your Heavenb Father.

How does God feel?
* Jogous like the shephercl who finds the lost sheeP.
* Jogous and cclebratorg like the woman who finds the lost coin.

* Relieved and full onogjust like the fatherin the Parablc.

SUMMARY l believe one imPor’tant truth about Jcsus Christ

that ] also want you to believe: #1 Jcsus is the answer to all our

lostness.

Jesus claims us as [Jis own and so none of us are ever lost.
Jesus neverloses us and keeps our souls in the Palm of [His hand.
Jesus is litera”g the onlg way for our souls to be found.

Jesus gives us meaning and we are never lost without [im.

Jesus is our anchor and we are neverlost to the garbage of this world.
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Jesusis ourmediator between us and (God and makes all tl'\ings right.
Jesus makes peace and hope and strength attainable.
#1 Jesus is the answer to all ourlostness.

PBesides the Parables which teach us this truth, Jesus fulfills all the
cool movie quotes:

"l don't know who you are. ] don't know what you want or what you
have done. ]Ffjou are ]ooking for ransom ] cantell you, Jcsus Christ
Paid it alrcadg with a very Particu]ar }10]9 life and horrible death and
miraculous resurrection. The life and death and resurrection of
Jesus make [im a niglﬂtmaré for Satan and evil and magbc even
PCOPIC like you who want to rcject God.

He has the Name above all Names and death has no hold on Him.

r“]e owns it all and is the King of Hcavctn and loves everyone
unconditiona”ﬁ. He‘s not afraid of angtlﬁing, devils least of all. He’s
fast and strong like a big wind because [Je created the wind. [Je can
hear a hundred miles and see a hundred miles underwater because
[e created hearing and sight. [1e made the shadow of a noon sun
and wi”ingly died in the middle of it. [Te can be rigl—]t behind you and

you won't even know it til you're saved! rﬂc’” come Forgou. Hc willl



&z Kingdom Tales
HE RABDBIT STOR

nce upon a time, there was a big F]ugg rabbit with two big
Oears and a huge ﬂugg tale. A cute rabbit. An innocent
rabbit. Normal in every respect except it was the hugest
rabbit that anyone has ever seen. Biggest eyes anyone had ever
seen. Biggest feet anyone had ever seen. A }Jig ol rabbit. Tl’mis
rabbit decided to take a walk down the street of his town. lt was a

nice day for a walk.

Tl"l@ rabbit started down the street and was enjoging his walk. [He
greeted his neighbors and theg greeted him. He gotto the end of his
block and the neighbor that lived closest to him was sitting in his front
9arc1..j'ust sitting there in the grass looking clcjectecl and sad. “What
is the matter neighbor’.’” the big ol rabbit asked.

The neigl—vbor looked up with sadness. ¢ have had a run of bad luck.
Now | know it was my own fault. M3 wife left me. Mg children don’t
like me. Mg truck broke down. [~ ven my dog died. Yes, my life is a
sad country music song.” Now as the neighbor was te”iﬂg the tale of

his woes and bad luck, he began togeta small smile on his face.

“Gosh,” the rabbit said in response, “] am so sorry. l wish there was

something | could do.?
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“Well” the neighbor said getting up on his feet and eyeing the
rabbit’s )Ceet, ‘you know rabbit’s feet bring goocl luck. Evergbodg
knows you are the biggest rabbit ever and so the goocl luck one of

9ourxcee’c would bring me is worth two lifetimes.”

The rabbit stared.
The neiglﬂbor stared.

“ch, | will»

With that, the ncighbor cut off one of the rabbit’s feet and reveled in
his newfound luck. e went back in his house as lﬂappg as he could
be leaving the threeJeggecl rabbit in his front yarc{. The rabbit
hoPPecl on three !cgs down the street and continued his walk througlﬂ
the town. More ncighbors saw him and grcctcd the ol rabbit.

The rabbit got a few blocks down the street and some other
nciglﬂbors were on their POFC}‘I. They were crying and trying to
console one another. “Wkat is the matter neighbors?” the big ol

rabbit asked.

The neig}vbors looked up with tears in their eyes. “QOurroofis leakg.
Every time it rains the water leaks into our house and drives us crazg!
We cannot fix our roof. ]t drizzles. lt clriPs‘ ]t droPs. A big rain is
comiﬂg tomorrow and we dor’t know what to do!” Now as the
neighbors were explaining about their roof, theg began to get small

smiles on their faces.



“(Gosh,” the rabbit said in response, ‘| am so sorry. | wish there was

something ] could do.”

“Well» the neighbors said getting up on their feet and eyeing the
rabbit’s ears, “you know your ears are the Biggest rabbit ears ever.
One ear could cover the front of our roof and the other ear could
cover the back of our roof. We could cover our roof with your ears

and our roof would not leak.”

Tlﬂc rabbit stared.
The ncig}wbors stared.

“Yes, ] will 2

With that, the ncigh})ors cut off both of the rabbit’s ears and

imme&iatelﬁ slung them overtheirhome to cover the leaks in their roof-
They went back in their house haPP{j as could be ]eaving the three-
]ngccl no-eared rabbit in their front 5ard. The rabbit l’]OPPCd on
and continued his walk through the town. More neiglﬁbors saw him
and greeted the ol rabbit thoug}'\ some began to stare.

T he rabbit continued his leisurelg walk down the street though now
it was much more difficult. Tl’lc rabbit slowly went down the street
and came to another townsperson at their mailbox. She was getting
hermail and wasjust sl’waking herheadin clesPair. “What is the matter
neig}—xbor’?” the big ol rabbit asked.
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The neig}wbor looked up with sadness. “| have a c]eaning business to
run and Uust dor’t make enough to pay my bills. ] could work harcler,
but that would not hclp. ] amjust stuck andjust can’t run my business
ina way that is ProFi’caHe. Mg bills are all coming due and | cannot
pay- Now as the woman was ’ce”ing the tale of her business woes, she
began to get a small smile on her face. “Gos%,” the rabbit said in

response, “| am so sorry. | wish there was something | could do.”

“We”ﬁ’ the woman said coming around her mailbox to the wounded ol
rabbit, “you know you are the biggcst rabbit anyone has ever seen
and your buslﬂg tale is the biggest and bushiest. | could use 9ourta!c
to clean iicketfrsplit and my business would be Promcitable.”

The rabbit stared.
The woman stared.

“Yes, ] will 2

With that, the woman cut off the rabbit’s big bushg tale and went
back into her house l’laPP\lj as could be P]arming how she migl—]t
cx[:)ancl her c]caning business. Tl’le rabbit hoPPed on and continued
his walk througl—i the town but was &ragging along now more than
Hopping and was moving very slow. More townsPeople saw him and

greetcd the o!’ rabbit tl‘rough some began to stare and many Pointed.
Some shook their heads.



Arriving at a crossroad the rabbit was waiting for the light to change
so he could cross and continue hisjourney though it was becoming
more and more difficult to hoP or move. As the big ol rabbit was
waiting for the light to change, a 3ounggir| walked up beside him and
was waiting as well. They stood. Theg waited. Thcg both had to
cross the bu53 street. Shc was shivcring for she had no coat. The
girl looked at the rabbit and cged the warm fur. Tlﬂe rabbit looked at
the girl and noticed her slﬂivcring.

Tlﬂc rabbit stared.
Tlﬂc girl stared.

“Yes, ] will 2

With that, the girl skinned the rabbit and took the rabbit’s skin for a
coat. The light changecl. 51’16 walked on and crossed the road not
shivering. T he rabbit was left at the crossroad. [e cou]djus’c barely
move and so had to wait for the next light to C}ﬂangc. Fcoplc walked
}39 and saw the skinned rabbit. Mang ran quicklﬁ past. Some
ignored him compietelg. Others shielded their children’s eyes. Some
felt sick at his appearance. Some were offended. T he ]ight changecl
and the rabbit s]ow]y moved across the road and continued on his

journey.

Tl’le big ol rabbit was slow|9 !imping and sliding a]ong the sidewalk
when he heard some steps behind him. [Te turned as best he could
and saw a whole Familg wa]king behind him. The ol rabbit hoPPed
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forward and the family would follow. T'he dad looked haggard. The
mother’s face was sunken in because she had not eaten. The son
and daughter looked like theg had not eaten in a while and needed a
good meal. | he ol rabbit hoppccl forward and the Fami]g would
follow. Thc rabbit turned a corner. The Family turned the corner as
well and followed. The rabbit turned to face the Fami]g.

The rabbit stared.
The gamily stared.

“ch, | will»

V\/ith ’chat, the Familg killed the rabbit and took him home, cooked him,
ate, and had their fill.

E_nd



Romans 5:8 (F.5V)

« But God shows [Tis love for us in that while we were st/ sinners,
C hrist died for us.”

Hebrews 9:12 (ES\/)
“/7’@ entered once for all into the ﬁo/ﬂ Io/accs, not bﬂ means of the

blood of goats and calves but bﬂ means of / 7’/’5 owrn f?/ooc/, thus

sccuring an eternal reo/cmptfon.”

i John 2:2 (F.SV)

“«He /s the prop/ﬁa tion for our sins, and not for ours on{g but also for
the sins of the whole world?”

[F ntrance into the Kingdom of GGod was Paid for by the life and

blood of Jcsus Christ and there is no other way to access the
Kingclom of God but tl—:rough Jesus.




The ngdom cnc
God is like a

letter sent From a
far distance that
always arrives at

its destination.



&= [(INGDON TALES

nce upon a time, there was a herd of shccp in a safe green
Oc019 va”cy. You know SI’]CCP... Hugg... cat a lot... gets

haircuts to make clothes for PeoPIe. This herd of sheeP
was Prettg ]arge and was taken care of bg a young slﬂephcrcl. The
young slﬂephercl was bored. Always bored. e longccl for an
exciting life. e would Plag with the sheeP. He would sing to the
shcep. e even named the shcep. [~ ach and every sheep had a

name and he knew them all.

Ohne &85 he was watching the shecP...Just bored out of his skull... and

he came to a decision. Hc stood up. He went over to the shccp

named “Luckg” and took his head in his hands.

“Luckg,” he said in a firm voice, “the grass is alwaﬂs greener on the
other side of the hill. | am done. | name you Lucky the SHCCP
SHepherc}. You are in c!narge now. You lead the shcep. You sing,
songs to them. You name them. You be the one who is bored. ] am
out of here.” Ancl with tl‘wat, the shephercl boy stood up and walked
away over the next hill to cl—lange his life.

AW}“IO!C WCCi( PaSSCCl ancl the shepherc{ ]I)Og Clld not come back.
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Luckg the Sheep realized that he indeed was in charge of the flock.
[e started to sing to them, but none of them listened. Hc tried
naming ’chem, but no one cared. [Je did notice, that whereverhe went,
tlﬂeg all followed. fﬂc would graze in one Place and they would all
gather. He would graze in another P]ace and they would all gather.
He was dmcinitelg the shepherd or at least the mutton~in~charge<

Luckg starting grazing towards the top of the hill and wondered what
was on the other side. Theg had alwags been in the same Place.
Theg had always been here. Yet, what was on the other side of the
hill? What had the shephcrcl bog said? <] he grass is greener on the
other side of the hill.”

Lucky slowly marched up the hill and looked over the hill. What was
on the other side? Green grass. Lots and lots of green grass. He
started to cat that grass and all of the flock followed him over the hill.
They were now on the other side of the hill.

Frettg soon, LUC‘(\lj looked up from eating and counted all his fellow
grass caters. Thcre seemed to be less than there was before. Lucky
needed to geta better view so he walked up the side of the next hill.
[He looked out over his brothers and sisters and friends and cousins

and Freﬂemies and COUﬂth.

T here were some missing!



Luckg started to wander around ]ooking for them. Thc flock
Fo”owec{ and grazecl on thc grass. He soon c{iscoverec{, not too 1Car

away, what had haPPenecl.

Laying with their bellies very full were » Iarge wolves. Thcg must have
caten several sheep because they were all in some kind of feast coma.
Tlﬂcg snored and rubbed their bellies with c{c!ight. Luckg the Shcep
s]ow]g backed away from the three slccping wolves and walked up the
side of the next hill. Magbe it would be better and safer over the next
hill.

So Luckg the Sheep led the flock over the next hill.

Ovcr the next hill, Luckg the Shccp and the flock felt a lot safer.
Lucky could see that the grass continued over the Ei“, but also
noticed that the wolves did not follow. The grass here seemed
greener. The grass here seemed more Picnti{:ul. Theg were safe
from the wolves which was a good thing. The sheep munched and
grazecl and munched and grazccl. Lucky even sang to the ShCCPJ but
no one cared. He tried to count the sheep, but that made him slecpg.
So, l—rejust walked and ate grass.

Fretty soon, Lucky looked up from eating and counted all his fellow

grass caters. There seemed to be less than there was before.

Not again!
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e looked and looked and did not see any wolves. | ucky needed
to get a better view so he walked up the side of the next hill. He
looked and noticed that some of the sheep on the one side of the
flock had not moved. [~ veryone else had followed him. e looked
and to his horror noticed thcg were all sinking into the grouncl. The
grouncl over there was soft and they had not known it.

Sinking.
Sinking.
The shecp were sinking.

Luc‘(g the Shcep slowlg backed away from the sight of the sinking
shéep and walked up the side of the next hill. Maybc it would be
better and safer over the next hill. “The grass is alwags greener on
the other side of the hill.” Magbe itis alwags safer too! So Luckg
the Sheep led the flock over the next hill.

Over’che next hill was uncertain. They had been safe and secure and
Provic’ed for and blessed and cared for where tl—ieg had come from
over the hills. fﬂe had wanted to see what was on the other side of
the hill and had led them into the sights of % wolves. [He had led them
over the next hill and some had sunk into the grounc]. Now they were
here. Hcre seemed ok, but so did the other P!accs.

The sheep grazed there. Thcg grazed there the next dag as well. A

Wl’“IO]C WCC!( went ]33 and theg were 581{:6 anc{ sccure From a“ a]arm. HC



started to sing to them, but none of them listened. e tried naming,
them, but no one cared. Luc‘(y startinggrazing towards the toP of the

hill and wondered what was on the other side.

HC rememberccl the WO]VCS‘

Oh, theﬁ had not been that bad.

[e remembered the sinkingground.
Oh, that had not been that bad.

Lucky the SHCCP felt like tl'xeg had alwags been in the same Piacc.
Theg had a]wags been here. Yet, what was on the other side of the
hillz What had the shcphérd boy said? “Thc grass is greener on the
other side of the hill.”

Luckg slowlﬁ marched up the hill and fell off a cliff.

E_nd
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[uke 12:15 (F.SV)
“And / '7@ said to t/’7@m, “Taée care, and be on your, guara/ aga/nst all

covetousness, for one’s life does not consist in the abundance of his

posscssfons.”

Fhi]ippians 4:11-13 (ES\/)

“Not that | am spcaéi'ng of Z)@/’ng in /7ccaf for | have learned in
whatever situation / am to be content. / know how to be éroug/n‘/ow,
and | know how to abound. |n any and every circumstance, / have
Jearned the secret of J[ac/ng P/cnég and /7ungcr, abundance and need.
/ can do all t/7/'/7g5 tﬁrougﬁ / 'f/m who strengtﬁens me.”

i Timotlﬂg 6:6-8 (F.9YV)
“RBut god//ness with contentment is great gamn, for we Z)rou‘g/n‘

not/nhg into the Wor/c/, and we cannot take anﬂtﬁ/’r{g out of the world.
Buf if we have food and C/ot/nhg, with these we will be content.”

The Kingdom of (Godisan economy of submission where there is no
P]acc for grccd and scl{;inc!ulgcncc. | ust of the eyes’ is not
rewarded or wanted. Contentmcnt and peace are the currency of

Heaven. Dcnial of self is the order of each and every dag.




T he Kingcﬂom of
[Heaven is like a
white t-shirt
cleaned of a stain
that you were sure
would never come

out.
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FARABLE OF JESUS:

What is the most famous Parable that Jesus ever told?

Man9 Peop!e would answer that it is the “Farable of the Frodigal
SOH” or “Farab]e of the Goo& Samaritan.” Botlﬁ of those are
Perpect stories. ] am Pre’cty sure theg have been told and retold

around the world many times.

The Point of every Parable is to hit home to us some great SPiritual
truth and teach us about ourselves and about God’s CxPcctations of
us. [arables reveal ] ruth to us. Farables apply to our lives todag
just like theﬁ did to the original hearers. Farab]es share with us how

God acts and reacts and even more convicting how we act and react.

We are going to be looking at the Farab]e of the Talents in these
pages. You canfinditin Matthew 25:14-29 in the New | estament.
Tl’lis Parable has some Princip]es of ownersl'lip that it teaches that
should not be missed.

As we bcgin to think about... “ownership”‘.. we may have comPeting

Perspectives in our minds.



OUR FERSFE_CT]VE Jtis very easy in our society to think of

ourselves as owners of evergthing we see and evergthing thatis in our
homes. \/\/hen we went to the store to buy the vacuum clcaner, Pickec{
it out, stood in line, and we Paid forit. When we look on the bills that
come in for cars, vans, boats, houses, and otheritems... it is our name

that appears as resPonsible. QOur name means it is ours.

HIS PERSFECTIVE: Psalms 24:1: " The ecarth is the [ ord's,

anc/cvcryt/’n’ng in it the Wor/af and all who live in it | _eviticus 25:2%:
i 7—/76 fand is Mine andﬂou are but aljens ana//\//ﬂ tenants." Haggai
2:8: " [ he silver is Mine and the go/a/ is Mine,’ declares the [ ord
A/mgﬁiy.” i Corin’chians 6:19-20:" You are not your owrn; you were
[7oug/’7t at a Pr/'cc.“ Exoclus 19:5: “A// the carth is Mine”
Déutcronomg 8:18: ”Kemcmbcr the Lora{gourGoaf foritis [Je who
g/'ves you the azé/’//’ty to proa’uce wealth.” Komans 11:36: " F or from
[7im anc/t/zroug/i [Fim and to /l7m7 are a//t/;/ngg W Corintlﬁians 4:2:
"Now it is rec;u/rca/ that those who have been given a trust must prove
faithful® Deuteronomﬁ 10:14 “Bc/zo/af to the [gOKDyour GOCI/
bc/ong heaven and the A{gﬁcst /)cavcns, the earth and all that is in it
Job 411010 W/70 has a claim aga/nst/\/fc tﬁat/mustpaﬂ?zvcrytﬁlhg
under heaven bc/ongs to Me” i Timothg 6:7: “We have brougﬁt
notﬁ/ng into the Wor/af s0 we cannot take an\gt/u’n(g out of it either?

(senesis 14:22, “Abram said to the king of Sodom, “//73ve sworn to
the Lora/ Goc/ Most / _//glll, possessor of heaven and earth..”
" xodus 9:29: “NMoses said to him [F’haraoh], « As soon as /go out of
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the cfz,y, / will sprcaa/ outmy hands to the [_orc/; the thunderwill cease,
and there will be hail no /0/75@5 that gyou may know that the carth is
the [ ord’s” i Chronic[cs 29:11, 14-16: “ Yours, O [ ord, is.
cve/ytﬁ/hg that is in the heavens and the earth... who am | and who are
my PCOP/C that we should be able to offer as gcncrous{g as this? f: or
all i'/7//zg5 come from You, and from Your hand we have given You.
[orwe are 5ojourncr5 before You, and tenants... all this abundance
that we have /orov/a/ca/ to build You a house for Your /70/ﬂ name, it is
from Your /73/705 and all is Your5.” Fsalms 50:12: “/f / were ﬁungrﬂ, /
would not tell you; for the whole world /s Mine; and all it contains.”
Psalms 82:8: “ Arise, (O (God, /’ucfg@ the earth! Foritis | hou does
possess allthe nations.” Fsalms 89:11:¢ 777@ heavens are Yours, the
carth also is Yours; the world and all it contains, You have founded
them” Fsa]ms 95:4-5. ¢ /n W/705c’ hands are the dc/of/w of the eart/7,~
the Pcaé5 of the mountains are [Tis also. 7776 sea s /L7/'5, for it was
[Fe who made it; and [Tis hands formed the a’ry Jand?” Fsalms 104
24 “O Lora{ how many are Your works! Jn wisdom You have made
them a/[‘ the earth if full of Your Posgcssfons.” i Corintlﬁians 10:26
“For the earth is the Lord’s, and cvcrﬂt/)/ng that is in it?

(God is the only Ohne who gets to say “Mine” and mean it.

Gocl is the One who has ownersl'lip.

(God gives us the abilitg to earn and work.



THE CORRECT FERSFECTIVE: The correct

Perspective from the Pible rests on four Princip!cs:

#1 (Godis the owner of evergthing

#2 GOCJ as the owner has gencrous!g entrusted }ﬂis resources to us
#73 Gocl as the owner can entrust the resources as Hc sees fit

#4 Gocl as the owner can direct how those resources are used

Tlﬂe Farable of the Talcnts shares this Truth with us.

Matthew 25:14-30 (F SV)

« For it will be like a man going on a /ourneﬂ, who called his servants
and entrusted to them his /oroloerty. 15 7_o one he gave five ta/ents,
to another two, to another one, to cach accord/ng to his a[g/’//iy. 7776/7
he went away. | é / —/C who had received the five talents went at once
and traded with f/;cm, and he made five talents more. 1 7 50 also he
who had the two talents made two talents more. 18 But he who had
received the one talent went and a/ug in the grouna/ and hid his
master’s money. 19 /\/ow after a /ong time the master of those
servants came and settled accounts with them. 20 Ana] he who had
received the five talents came z[orward, Z?f/'ng/ng five talents more,
sayins, ‘Master, you delivered to me five talents; here, | have made
five talents more.” 2 1 [Tis master said to /7/m, ‘We// done, gooa/ and
faithtul servant. You have been faithtul over a //tt/e,- / will set you over
much. Entcr/nto t/mjoy ofyourmastcr. ’22A/7d/’76 also who had the
two talents came forward, saﬂfn‘g, ‘Master, you delivered to me two

ta/cnts; /76r6, / have made two talents more.” 2 3 /—//s mastersaid to /7//77,
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‘Well done, gooa/ and faithful servant. You have been faithful over a

//’i't/c; / will set you over much. [ nterinto the Joy of your master.” 24
/Lfe also who had receved the one talent came forwarc/, say/rg
Masfer, /,énc w you to be a Aara’man, reapihg Wﬁcreﬂou did not s0W,
and gat/mrfng where you scattered no sccc/, 25 so / was a[ra/af and /
went and /7/'0’ﬂour talent in the grouna’. Hcre, you have what /s yours. ’
26 PBut his master answered him, You wicked and slothful servant!
You Lknew that / reap where / have not sown and gat/mr where /
scattered no seed? 27 T/nanyou oug/nf' to have invested my money
with the bankers, and at my coming | should have received what was
my own with interest. 28 So take the talent from him and giveitto him
who has the ten talents. 2 9 f: or to everyone who has will more be
gven, and he will have an abundance. Put from the one who has not,
even what he has will be taken away. 30 Anc/ cast the worthless
servant into the outer darkness. /n that P/ace there will be Weelo/hg

19

and gnas/n’ng of teeth.

At the very beginm’ng of this Parablc it P]ainly says that HIE
entrusted HIS wealth to TT‘]EM That word “he” establishes
ownership and shows a top down owncrship of evcrytlﬂing that is
described in the Parablc.

Tl’le servants bc!ong to the Master.
Tl’le Propertg belongs to the Master‘
The money belongs to the Master.

]t is all H]S



[Te entrusts it to his servants, but he maintains ownership rights. The
servants now are responsible for what they have been given even
though the servants and the Propertg and the money all still be!ong
to him.

Kea”g, this issue of “ownership” is the keg to understancling and
Practica”g applgingwhat the Pible says about money in this passage,
but it's one that we often miss. We get so caugl’xt up and focused on
the Practical issues of budgeting and financial management and even
being good stewards that we miss this tl'xcological truth about money

and the correct Pcrspcctive.

Here is it is: ]t doesn’t })elong to you; it all belongs to Gocl.
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Stories can have Positive imPac’cs on us and also can have negative
impacts on us. | he Parables of Jesus are Positive and heIP us
spirituallg, but there are one or two we are not so sure about and are

very clﬂa”enging.

T he one we will look at in these next few pages is one of those we

have deep qucstions on. | his Parab]e is told at the beginning of
Luke 16.

| uke 16:1-15 (F.SV)
“«He also said to the alllscfp/es, “T/;er@ was a rich man who had a

manager, and c/zar:g@g were broug/n‘ to him that this man was wasting
his Possess/ons. 2 Anc/ he called him and said to /’7/'/17, ‘What is this
t/lat//icar a[youtyou? Turn in the account O)[ﬂOUI‘ management, for
you can no /ongcr be manager.” 3 Ana’ the manager said to /7//715@/1{
What shall / c/o, since my masteris faéing the management away from
mc?‘/am not strong cnoug/7 to o//g, ana’/am ashamed to bcg,. ‘f//mvc
decided what to c/o, s0 that when / am removed from management,
pcolo/c may receive me into their houses.” 5 So, summoning his
master’s debtors one 53 one, he said to the 7[/%51‘, ‘/—]’ow much do you
owe my master? & H@ 5a/’af ‘/4 hundred measures of ol / 7,6 said to
/7/’/77, ‘Take your b//é and sit down qU/t,é{g and write flfiy 7 777617 he



said to anot/zcr, ‘/4/701 how much c/oyou owe? H@ sa/'af ‘/4 hundred
measures of wheat.’ He said to /7/’177, [Taéc youré//[ and write c{g/;ty. ’

8 777@ master commended the dishonest managerforf@/’s shrewdness.
[or the sons of this world are more shrewd in c/ca//ng with their own
generation than the sons of //g/7t 9 And / tell you, make friends for
ﬂourse/ves /)y means of unr{g/ﬂ’cous Wca/t/'y s0 that when it fails i'/n’:y
may receive you into the eternal a/wc//i'ngs. 10 “One who is faithful in
avery little /s also faithful in much, and one who is dishonest in a very
little is also dishonest in much. 11 /1[ then you have not been faithful
in the unrlgﬁtcous Wca/t/7, who will entrust to you the true riches? 12
Ana/ lfﬂou have not been faithtul in that which is anot/mr’s, who will
give you that which is yourown? |3 No servant can serve two masters,
foreither he will hate the one and love the ot/mr, orhe will be devoted
to the one and a/cspisc the other. You cannot serve Goa/ and

moneﬂ.”

Tl’lis Parablc is one of those that we do not often understand
because of a misreaclirxg or misinterPretation inverses 8-9. \We think
we read sometl—rirxg that we rca”g do not. | et’s take a look at this
Parablc of Jesus and get His Point correct in our minds and aPP19 it

to our }'\ear’cs.

THE_ SITUAT]ON ] think that this Parab!e is one of those

Jesus told to make a very spechcic Point. ]n Fact, ] dor’t even think
that Jesus had to make this story up because it is Plausible that it
could have happened‘
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|t could be that Jesus was te”ing [His discip]es about some events
between a rich man and his manager to he]P drive home a lesson for
them and for us about Priorities‘ ]t would almost have to be based on
real events because in the story the rich man commends his manager
for being dishonest which feels like something aperson might actua”g
do. We know that's not something Jesus would have in a story of
His own, but He is using this story for a very spechcic reason.
Whether or not Jesus made up the Parable or describes sometlﬂing
that actua“y haPPened, the Point remains the same.

Our story centers on a steward in the services of a rich man. A
steward is a manager. This manager Probably functioned much like
Joseph did inthe O]d T estamentin Fotiphar’s house in (senesis 39
oreven Doeg the Edomite for King Saul in i Samuel 21 or rﬂiggins
in Magnum F] (1980, 2018). He was the suPervisor over meals,
household Finances, otherservants, flocks and hercls, and ti“ing of the
fields. He managed much He was Prettg much the #2 man over the
estate of the rich man. ]t was the area of finance that he came into
trouble. ]'—]e was accused oxcwasting his master’s resources and faced
an audit and a dismissal. He lost hisjob because he was dishonest!
We are talking embezz]ement, fraud, misaPProPriation of finances,

and negligence.

] can imagine him shrinking to a corner bg himself trying to Figure out
what he should do. [Forhim, thereis no unemplogment line to go stand
into get helP‘ There is no union. There is no way to immediately get



anotl‘xerjob given that Probab]9 his reputation is even trashed. Once
he’s fired he’s on his own. He thinks and thinks and then has a P[an‘
He calls in scvera] oxC the men who owe his master and reduces the
amount that theg owe him. | he Picture we get is that he Probablg

does this for everyone who owes his master money.
Make no mistake, he does this to make friends.

He decides that if all of these farmers and businessmen and vendors
and debtors owed him favors then when all is said and done that these
Peop!e would surelg take him in or give him ajob when he’s on the
street. He helped them out and so ’cheg should in return helP him out.
Tl’lc master then gets wind of what this man has done and commends
him for bcing shrewd. Thé master saw that even though he was giring
this manager, this manager had Prepared Places for himself to go and

used his influence for his own gain.

[t feels like Jesus’ Parable is about a dishonest man who is
commended for being even more dishonest and we aren’t sure what to

do with that.

THE COMFL]CAT]ON Tl—xe complication and the Prob]em

are that we don’t rea”g understand what this Parablc means because
it feels like Jesus is using a dishonest person to teach a sPiritua]

truth. | hat doesn’t make much sense to us and it does not sound like
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Jesus. We often have lots of questions when it comes to this

Passage:

What does this Parab!e explain to us about Jesus?
V\/hat does this Parable mean for us and money?
What does this Parablc teach us about Prioritics?

Wl‘rat does “make friends for 9ourse]vcs bg means of unriglﬂtcous

wealth” mean from Jesus?
What is the Point of the Parab]c?

Jesus Christ shares the Parable inverses 1-8 and then inverses 8-9
adds the thought that the businessmen of his dag, the sons of this
wor]cl, were more wise, })olci, and Forwarcl—thinking in the management
of what theg had than the People of God, the sons of light, were with
managing what theg had. [t feels like Jesus says the evil sons of this
world are better than the good sons of light. That is a strange
statement coming from Jesus Christ.

[tfeels like Jesus used an obviouslg dishonest man as an example for
His clisciples. Yet, God sometimes uses evil things familiar to us to
illustrate a Point. The Apos’c]e Faul used ’chings like war and slavcrg



as illustrations of the (Christian life and it makes us uncomfortable,

but we get his Point.

Whatis Jesus’ Point’?
Wha’c do we do with this Parab!e?

Trﬂi RESOLUT]ON Thc kcg to unc{crstanding the whole

Parab]e in verses 1-8 and the strange statements of Jesus inverses

8-9is Jesus exPlanation inverses 10-1%.

We need to understand that most of the time when we have qucstions
about the Bible or something that Jcsus teaches, context is alwags
thPFul. Tl’xc verses before it and after it are a!wags hclPFu].
Contcxt.

T here are several Principles that Jesus teaches from this dishonest

managcr.

FrinciP]e #1: (se Moneg for SPiritual (Hain

First, Jesus says “make friends for goursc]ves by means of
unrig!-xteous wealth.” On the surface we may immediatelg think of
having Partics or buying our friends lavish giF’cs or taking Peoplc on
vacation with us. We may think of those things. That was not what
Jesushad inmind. Jesus meantto use our money Properlg by serving
People. We have been trained to think that money goes towards
buying things.



Kingclom Tales | Fage | 207

What about helping the homeless?

What about sencling extra ghc‘cs of money to missionaries?
What about giving money to the local women’s shelter?
What about supporting a local youth organization?
What about titlﬂing to the church?

V\/hat about sPenc{ing money on People and for Peop]e?

Jesus further cxp]ains in verse 10 (the context) that when we are
faithful with little that we will be faithful with much and the oPPosi’ce is
also true. Consic{er that 9ourjob and income and wealth and money
management are the little tlﬁings and that spiritua! matters are greater
’chings. Jesusis teaching us to manage our eartHg issues well so we
can manage sPiritua] issues better. _Jesus also teaches us that to
mismanage our carth]g issues means we also mis-manage spiritual

|ssues.

Jesus’ words have a whole new meaning when we think of hclping,
sending, giving, suPPor’cingJ tithing, and spending like that! Jesus is
te“ing us to use our money to help Peop]e, and in that sense, we will
be gaining friends. Aﬂd when our money is all gone, we will have
cternal riches because we litera”y and Figuratively and sPiritua”g

invested in etemity.

This is not the on]y time Jesus teaches this Princip!e. [le mentions
this same | ruth in the Sermon on the Mount in Matthew 6.

Matthew 6:19-21 (ES\/) says: “Do not /ay up for ﬂourse/ves



treasures on eart/z, where moth and rust a/estroy and where thieves
break in and stea[ 20 but /ay up for yourse/ves treasures in /’7eaven,
where neither moth nor rust a/estroys and where thieves do not break
in and steal 21 [For where your treasure Is, there your heart will be

also.”

Frinciple #2 (rea”9 i b) Leverage What You ot

In Jesus’ Parab]e, the dishonest manager took advantage of his
Present Position to arrange and ]everage a comfortable future.
Jesus’ assessment is true: the sons of this world are shrewderin their
generation than the sons of light. The man leveraged what he had
and what he knew for his future. [Je was commended bﬁ his manager
forit.

Ke”3 and ] used to watch a T\/ show called Leverage (ZOO<‘3~ZOI Z).
[t was a show about criminals helping People and doing good. [tfeels
a little bit like Jesus’ Parable. The oPening of the show had a voice
over which said: “The rich and Power‘Fu], they take what they want.
We steal it back for you. Sometimes the bad guys make the best

M

good guys. We Provicle... ‘leverage.

Leverage is Powerfu] and influential and not necessarilg tied to
money and abso]utelg can be used for goocl. [f we, the sons and
claughters of light, Pursued the Kingclom of God with the same vigor
and zeal that the children of this world pursue Proﬁts and Pleasure

and manipulation, we would live in an entire|3 different world!
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T his world knows how to advertise and distribute and catch attention
and entertain and indoctrinate and get footholds and change culture.
We should be the exPerts in all that because we have the Gospeh
We have a message worth sl'laringl

V\/e need to Ieverage what we have for the Kingdom.

Being a servant of Jesus is not alwags about money. Jtis not a]wags
about using money for sPiritual gain, but also about Ieveraging what
you have for the Kingdom of Gocl. ]t may be that you do not have
extra money, but you might have a talent, Passion, a skill, extra time,

wi“ingness to leam, or an exPer’cise that (5od can and will use to

5Prca<:l the Good Ncws about Jcsus.

] could not help but see this Principle wor‘dng out in the life of the
disciples. The Pook of Acts is the story of the birth of the Church
and the initial sPread of the Gospél over the whole world. The third
chapter finds the Apos’cle Feter and John face-to-face with a lame
man. Now he is not lame because he is uncool, but was disabled from

birth... that kind of lame. Note what haPPcns in Acts 3.

Acts %:6-10 (ES\/) says: “Butfjctcrsa/’af ”//73\/6 no 5/'/vcrana/go/af
but W/73t/a/0 have /g/'vc to you. /n the Name O[JCSUS C/’7r/'5t of
Nazarct/z rise up and walkr” A nd he took him bﬂ the r{g/ﬂ' hand and
raised him up, and /mmcc//ate/ﬂ his feet and ankles were made strong.
8 Anc/ /calofng up, he stood and 565317 to Wa/é, and entered the



tem/o/c with them, Wa/bhg and /calo/ng and pra/s/ng God. 9 And all
the Iocop/c saw him Wa/é/hg and Pra/s/qg (God, 10and r@co(gmﬁzec/ him
as the one who sat at the Bcaut/}[u/ Gatc of the tcmp/@, asé/ng for
alms. Ana’ t/my were filled with wonder and amazement at what had
/LIBPPCHC‘C/ to him?

Tlﬂc Apostlc Fctcr levcragcd what he had for the Kingdom. What
do you have that you can lcvcrage for the Kingciom? Art? baking?
Coo‘(ing’? Organizing skills? Foetrg? Flaging an instrument?
Mentoring? Singing’? [~ xtra time to serve? Levcrage what you got
for the Kingdom!

Frinciplc #%: You Wil Pe Ca“ecl to Account

Jesus tells a Parable with a dishonest steward, but the dishonest
steward does have an attitude that we also need to ac{opt. We
should not acloPt the cheating attitude or the entitlement to embezzle
or the wi”ingncss to cheat our boss. We should not adopt the

wi”ingness to shortchange others for our own gain.

He clicl, however, know that he would be called to account for his life

and he took that scriouslg.

Christians should take scriouslg the idea that we will be called to
account 55 God, and thatidea can be ajog if we are Proper]y about
our Master’s business. Most of the time we wronglg think that those

PCOP!C Wl")O are Christians WOUld somehow save us From Juc{gment
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Dag. T hat is not true! Everg sirxglc soul will have to stand before
(God and give an account of ourlives and what we have said and done

and not done and not said. Everyone will bcjuclgech

We will stand before (God and we will see that our fines and Penalties
insin arejust as high as everyone else. We who believe in _Jesus will
stand before (God and hear about all our sin and it is going to be

cmbarrassing.

Jt will be soul~crushing.

Jt will be emotiona”5~unbcarablc.

The Biblc is full of verses which share with us that we are all
beholden to God and rcsponsiblc to r“]im with how we spcnd our
time, energy, and money. Jcsus says inverse 1% (the context) that it

matters what master we serve.

What else does the Bible say?

Matthew 12:35-37 (E_S\/) “ 7776 gooc/ person out of his gooa/
treasure br/ngs forth (gooc/, and the 6vf/pc/‘50n out of his evil treasure

br/'ngs forth evil 36 / tel] you, on the c/aﬂ oﬁ’uc{gmcnt peo/o/e will give
account Forcvccy careless word f/’nfy spca,é, 37 [orbﬂ your words you
will be /’ust/}[fcaf and éﬂ your words you will be condemned.”



Romans 14:12 (E_S\/) “50 then each of us w///(g/vc an account of
himself to (God”

2 (orinthians 5:9-10 (F. SV): “.So whether we are at home oraway,
we make it our aim to P/@ase [Fim. 10 [or we must all appear before
t/;c]ua/gmcnt seatof C /’7r/5t, s0 that each one may receive what is due
for what he has done in the boc/y, whether good orevil”

Those that are in Christ have an advantage.
Tlﬂc advantagc is that we know the Son of God.

We intimatelg know the Juclge and are Prepared for our trial. QOur

fines and Pena]ties arejust as high as everyone Cisc, but ourfines and

Pcnaltics have been Paid for }39 the blood oFJesus Chris’t the Son
of (sod our | ord and Saviorl We who believe in Jesus will stand
before (Hod and hear about all our sin. ]’c will be sou]~crushirxg. It will
be cmotiona”g~unbearable. ]t also u!timat@]y will have no
condemnation or shame for us because we are in Chris’c (Romans

8:1)!

SUMMARY: | uke 16 starts with a comcusing Parab]e that has

some great Principles forus. We are not to emulate the embezzlement
of the manager, but we can take from it the overall Poin’c that it matters
who we serve and what Priorities we have in this life. ]’c matters that
we Place Jesus as Prioritg as well as the Kingdom of (God when it

comes to our money and talents. ]t matters how we use our money or
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if our money uses us. |t matters that we wiselg and shrewc”g !everage

our time, energy, ta!ents, ski”s, building, for Jesus‘

AFFL]CAT]ON [How do we applg this Parablc?

* USC money for sPiri’cua] gain. ]]C you dont alreaclg, start. ]t is
imPortant that a believer in _Jesus have a proper view of money and
what is most important. Jesus teaches us to invest and spend on

sPiri’cual treasures rather than onlg on ear’cmg ones.

* Levcragc some time, a talent, or a skill for Jesus. |f you dor’t
already, itis time to start. |tis imPortant that a believerin _Jesus wisely
share the Gospc] in as many ways as Possib]é using as many talcnts,

5‘(1’”5, and oPPortunities as T_‘]e has given.
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want to introduce you to two Pcoplc Theg are two People who
approach life in very different ways when it comes to money,

material things, and financial habits.

[irst, we have Simple Sam (it can be SimP]e Samantha ixcgou like?).
Simple Samisa guy who makes a conscious effort to be the same on
the inside as he is on the outside. [is sPeech is truthful and honest
and he makes decisions based off of faith and tlﬂinking. [He finds
securitg in his faith and loves the things of (God for which he is
blessed. T hose are the things make him EaPPﬁ. [He manages his
money and does not let his money manage him. e never stresses

over money. [He has cverything in his life he needs and more.

Sccond, we have rﬂcapin Harv (it can be Hcapin fﬂcnristta i{:gou
M«al). Hcapin [Harvis a guy who makes no effort to be the same on
the inside and the outside. e Qip ﬂops often in what he says and
what he wants and his opinions seem to change with the blowing
winds. fﬂe makes decisions based on Feelings‘ fﬂe finds his security
in material t!'n'ngs and calls covetousness ambition, calls l’loarding...
Prudence and calls greec{.‘. industrg‘ r"]e wants nice things to make
him happg. He is always a slave to money and has many bills. He
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stresses and worries over money. He never seems to be content with

angthing.

Simple Sam needs a new chair for the !iving room. | he old one has
worn out and it is time for a new one. He arrives in the store to see
all kinds of furniture and couches and chairs. The salesman shows
him a chair that massages his back. T he salesman shows him a chair
that automatica“g checks his email when he sits down. e even saw
a chair that sends a monthlg text with the amount of Poci(et Change in

the cushions.

Simple Sam doesn’t need all that and realizes he cannot rea“y afford
it anyway. r“]e finds a chair that is micl—rangcd in Price and will not
quickly wear and tear. Hc uses the “90 c!ays same as cash oPtion”
and can pay the chair off easilg without any stress. [He has is new

chair and loves it.

Heapin Harv needs a new chair for the living room. Ther@ is nothing
wrong, necessarily with the old one, but f-xejust kind of wants one. [e
arrives in the store and sees all kinds of furniture for the inside and
outside of his house. T he salesman shows him a furniture set that
has a chair, a couch, and a love-seat. Even though he on]y needs a
chair, he wants all of them. He feels like he wants them. Not on]y
that, he can get a combo deal for inside furniture and outside
furniture for his back Porch. [1e never sits out tlﬁerc, but it mig!‘xt be

nice to have.



[1e uses his credit card because he clmcinite]g can’t afford new inside
furniture and outside furniture. He pays the dcliverg fees. He
swiPes his card and now has a bunch of new furniture he wanted and

has a headachc OlCa ]Dl” 1’16 cannot Pa\(j

Simple Sam needs anew lawn mower for his house. [1e has a medium
sized 3ard and a PUS!’] mower will do. [e goes to the local home
improvcmcnt store and notices theg have Push mowers from $94 all
the way to $499. Simple Sam has saved back around $225 and
bugs a nice small mower with cash. Actua”gJ thcg were having a sale
and Simplc Sam bought 2 mowers. The mower he bought is about
the same size as his last mower so it fits nicelg in the shed. Now he

can mow his 9arcl and it will look nice and neat.

[He took the 2" mower he Purchased and gave it to his church which
needed a new Push mower. [TJe then gave away his old mower to a
néiglﬂbor who knew how to fix mowers and could use it himself. TI’IC
fellow offered to pay; but Sam was eager to be generous and said

no.

Heapin [Harv needs a new law mower at his house. [e has a medium
sized gard and a Push mower will do. [He goes to the local home
imProvcment store and notices theg have ricling lawn mowers from
$1299 to $2699. [e noticed his ﬂeighbor across the street has a
new ri&ing lawn mower that looks nice. [Je decided he wanted one of

those to keep up with the neighborhooc{. He had the new mower
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delivered and realized that it would not fit in the shed he a]reac!g
owned. He went back to the home imProvcmcnt store and swiped the
old credit card to bug a })igger shed to fit his lawn mower. Now,
because of the bi%cr Sl’léd, he actua”g had less lawn to mow. Also,
he sold his old lawnmower to somebodg at his work. He chargecl the

]oser way too much.

E_nd



Matthew 6:21 (E5\/>

“ /: orwhere your treasure /5, there 50ur/7€anf will be also.”

[uke 16:13 (F.SV)

“ /\/o servant can serve two masters, for either be will hate the one and
Jove the ot/7@r, orhe will be devoted to the one and a’egpfse the other.

You cannot serve God and moncy.”

Romans 8:5-6 (ES\/)

« For those who lve accora/ing to the Hesh set their minds on the
t/7/'ngs of the Hesh, but those who live accoro//ng to the 5pir/’t set their
minds on the t/7/ngs of the 5PI)‘”/[’. [or to set the mind on the Hesh is
c/caf/y but to set the mind on the 5p1f/’f is life and Peacc.”

Thc Kingdom of (Godisan economy of submission where there is no
Placc for grccd and scH;inc!ulgcncc. | ust of the eyes’ is not
rewarded or wanted. Contentmcnt and peace are the currency of

Heaven. Dcnial of self is the order of each and every day.
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T he King&om of (od

is like an unmarried son
tc:”ing his mother on
Mother’s Dag cjuring a
practical joke that he
got a girl pregnant and
not getting killed for it.



25 KINGDOM TALES

HE DRAGON, THE PRINCESS,
AND THE ARCHER

nce upon a time there was an evil clragon, a beautiful
O Princessj and a skilled archer. Let me tell you how the storg

of the c{ragon, Princess, and archer all intertwine.

The story begiﬂs with the beautiful Princess and the fact that she
was single, available, and her father the king wanted her married off.
Tl’lc call went out across all kingdoms that the beautiful Princcss was

available.

A Prince from a néiglﬂboriﬂg kingdom arrived, but his armor was too
rusty and the Princess rejccted him.

A valiant knigl’wt froma kingdom bg the sea came to ask for her 1’1and,
but he smelled like fish and she said... no.

Averg rich merchant who had made his money honest]y traéing with
far off lands came, but when the Princcss found out he would rarely

be home, she said... no.

No. No. No. No.
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The beautiful Princes said no, no, no to countless suitors as tl'xeg

offered their hand in marriage.

Ohne dag an evil dragon appeared in the skg after l‘xearing that the
Princess was available. l say the dragon was “evil” because he
Pursuecl unrightcousness with everﬁthing he did:

He Prized schemes to cheat.

[He Prizcd gold above all things and would do angthing to get it.

[e had amassed quite abit of goicl that was not his.

[Te reveled in his wealth.

The clragon was rough, prone to anger, never kePt his word, and was
alwags blaming others for things not working out as Pianncd. Tl’xc
dragon was an all-around bad ege.

The clragon arrived and asked for the hand of the Princess in
marriage. Adding this kingclom to his spoils was a tcmpting
oPPor’cunitg

What did the Princess say? She said ‘no’ of coursejust like every

otl—\er time someone or now some~beast asked.

Tl’]e dragon became enraged. [He drew in his breath and let out fire.
Knigh’cs came to defend the castle and were burned. The clragon
roared with anger. The dragon, in his anger, scoopccl up the
beautiful Princess and flew towards his den in the mountains. While



ﬂging away, the dragon huffed and Pu#ed and caused fires all the
way tlﬁrough the kingdom.

[Tarms burned.
T rees burned.
Animals died.
[Homes burned.

As you can imagine, after the fires were put out, the heart and will of
the king was to rescue his daughter. Not only that, the viHagers
wanted some kind oFJusticc for all of their livelihood being burned.
[~ ven though she had said no, no, no, to every cligib]e bachelor that
had come along, the king Promisecl the hand of the Princess to

whomever would save her from the clutches of the evil dragon.
Hc would not let her say no to the hero that saved her.

[irst to attcmpt rescue was a hugc lum})crjack. His muscles had
muscles. [Jis beard was Iong and strong, [He ’clﬁouglﬁt that his might
and skill with an ax would win the day, but alas it did not.

Second, third, and fourth rescue attempts were brave knights who
failed miscrab]y. The Princess saw all of these attempts and saw
each one fail. Her heart began to grow sad.
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T hen an inventor made a machine that would fire huge dragon-killin
g g et
javelins came along, but the inventor made the whole rig out of wood

and it was burned to a crisP‘

I:ailure.
Failure.
Failure.

This is the part of our story where the skilled archerenters the scene.
His Familﬁ farm had been burned bg the dragon and he too wanted
justicc. [e was also a sing]e young man and thougl‘xt he could win the
hand of the Princcss if he rescued her. More than angtlﬂing, however,
he wanted to prove his skill as an archer. The archer approached the
dragon. Thc dragon ]auglﬂec! and ]aughcd as he saw that it was an
archer that aPProac}‘vcc’.

Thc &ragon Iaughec{ out: “Your very small arrows cannot hope to

1

Pénétratc my armored scales. Go away:

Thc archer knew that the dragon spoke the truth. No arrow could
penctrate the hide of the dragon and take him down. He did not
come without a P]an. ]t was a risk\g P]an that would require focus and

Faitl—\, but it was a Plan nevertheless.

Tl’le dragon had the Princess tied up with chains on a ]arge Pi”ar in
the center of his den.



« propose a cl'\a”enge,” said the skilled archer. « propose that you
set a golc{ ring on top of the head of the beautiful Princess. ] will
a’ctemPt to shoot an arrow into the ringFrom any manageable distance
you choose. [f] shoot one of my five arrows into the ring, | take the

Princess with me. ]1(: ] accidenta”g shoot hcr, you have lost nothing”

Tlﬂc dragon listened and then Pecred at the puny archer. “Tlﬂat
seems like a bit of fun! Agreed,” said the evil dragon.

Tlﬂc Princcss was beside herself with anger. Shc could not believe

the archerhad come all this wagjust to put and arrow in her. She felt
doomed.

Tl’lC clragon Placec{ a golcl ring above the head of the Princcss. ]t was

not a large ring, but a smaller sized ring, about the size of a man’s hand.

Tl’lc dragon laughec{ and Iaughcc{: “You did not spcchcg the size of
the ring!”

“You are correct,” said the archer. He looked at the very small ring.
It would indeed be a cf-xa”enge. The archer took his Place some
distance from the clragon. [He had five arrows. [e had five chances
to free the Princess. T"‘le also realized he had five oPPortunities to

acciclcnta”g shoot and arrow into the Princess.

On]y a Perpect shot would free her.
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The archer took aim at the ring,. |t was his first shot and his hands
and arms were shaking) with nerves. [Je had never made such an
imPortant shot before. He breathed out and let loose the arrow.
T he arrow flew in the air and missed the Princcss, the ring, and even

the ]arge column comP!ctelg.

He would need to focus better.

Thé dragon Iaugl’xed a !OW growl.

T he archer took aim at the ring. As he focused on the ring, his eyes
fell to the face of the beautiful Princcss. She was indeed beautiful.
Her hair was blond. Her eyes were sParHing green. Evergthing
aboutherwas Pcrf:cct. [ ven clirtg and sméng inthe dragon’s den had
not diminished her beauty. [He letloose the arrow, but realize too late
he was distracted }33 the Princess and the arrow P]unged into the

column right above the Princess’ shoulder. [t was so close to hit’cing

her.

Tl’l@ c}ragon Iauglﬁed even more.

Thc archer took aim at the ring, [He focused on the ring and calmed
his nerves and ignored the distraction of the Princess. Just ashe was
about to let loose the arrow, the clragon moved and blew fire over his
head. Thc flames were hot and buming and thougl‘w they did not even
touch the arcl'xer, the distraction was unexpccted and the arrow was

shot we” away From the Princess and the column.



“You didnt sPecth that | could not distract you,” the dragon
confessed. “This is all a bit of fun ism’t it.”

The archer took aim at the ring. T his was arrow 4 of 5. Oniy one
left. Tha’c one was for something else. This had to be the shot. Thc
archer took aim, calmed his nerves, ignored the distraction of the
Princcss, ignorccl the dragon and any other surpriscs he might dream
up, and let loose the arrow. | he arrow sailed through the air and
struck home above the head of the Princcss in the center of the golcl

ring.
“What’?i” The clragon called out. “That means...”

“That means ] take the Princess with me. That was the clea],” said
the archer with confidence. He was confident, but he also notched

his last arrow.
One arrow left.

The archer moved to the princess and unbound her chains. | he
dragon was bcginning to pace back and forth with anger. The
Princcss was relieved and as all Princesses do, she looked on herhero

with love.



Kingclom Tales | Fage | 227

The archerand the Princess goton his horse and began to ride away
out of the dragon’s den. Thcg werejust about out of the den when
the clragon Preclictab!g changecl his mind and flew to block the exit.

The archer had exPected this. The archer brought up his last arrow

and loosed the arrow. The arrow sailed through the airand righ’c into

one of the eyes of the dragon. The dragon howled in Pain and flew
to the back of the den.

T he archer and Princcss on his horse rode out to freedom.
“How did you save me? How did you make that shot? How did you
ignore all the distractions?” Thé Priﬂccss had nothing but questions

over ancl over as theg rodc awag.

“lt was all because of Focus,” said the archer. “f:ocus.”

End



Psalm 119:15 (C.SV)
“ / will meditate on Your Precelots and fix my eyes on Your Ways.”

| uke 10:38-42 ([ SYV)
“/\/ow as t/my went on their way, Jcsus entered a v///ag@. Anc/a

woman named Martha welcomed [Jim into her house. And she had a
sister called A//ary, who sat at the [_oro/’s feet and listened to / 7’/’5
teacﬁl}vg Put Martha was distracted with much serving. And she
went up to f‘//m and sa/'af “L orc/, do you not care that my sister has
Jeft me to serve alone? 7—6// her then to /76/p me.” But the Lord
answered /76/} ”A//art/m, /\//art/%a, you are anxious and troubled about
many tﬁ/hgs, but one t/n’ng /s necessary. /\//arﬂ has chosen the gooc/
Porﬁon, which will not be taken away from her”

i Corinthians 10:13 (F.SV)

“No temlotat/on has overtaken you that is not common to man. ( ;od
/s [a[t/n[u[ and [Je will not let you be tcmptec/ [Dcyonc/ ﬂourabi//iy, but
with the temptat/bn f Te will also Prov/c/e the way of escape, that you

may be able to endure it?




The ngdom o1c

[eaven is a
dinner Aesigneé
onl9 forlosers
and you realize

t%at you were

invited.



S22 KINODOM TALE

FlIZZLEWHISTLE IN KINDERGARTEN

t was her first clay of i(inc{ergarten Lit’c]e 5uzie Fizzlewhistle had
] waited not so Patientlg all morning, while her parents got readg to

take her to school. [irst, theg needed coffee. Thcn the dog
needed to be walked. Then theg had to eat. Who needs to eat when
there is kinclergarten to get to?! T hen thcg needed another cup of
coffee for some reason. Adults must need coffee in the morning to
walk out of the house. Thcn they got up her brother. THey needed
to Forget about him and focus on getting her to schooll She had
alreadg dressed herself and gotten readg for school and got her

stuffed animals reaclg forschool }:)9 the time it said 6-0-0 on the clock.

Finallﬂ, everyone got in the car. And she did want everyone. Her
parents wanted to leave all her stuffed animals at home, but she cried
until she got her way. She often cried until she got what she wanted.
A” of her stuffed animals were in the seat next to her on the ride to
the school and were buckled in safe. She arrived. [Tor some reason,
all the parents were crying like babies and the kids were acting all
growcLuP‘

| ittle Suzie [Fizzlewhistle had been rcaclg for school since forever.
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The dag did not disappoint‘

T here was Finger Painting‘ She made sure she was first in line to get
Paints. There were golcmsh for snacks which were her all-time
favorite. Thc teacher asked if anyone wanted seconds and she

elbowed some }303 out of the way to get some and was first in line.

Therc was even a for real golc{ﬁsh as a class Pct on the teachers
desk that cluring the middle of the clag decided for some reason to
s]cep be”g up.

There were songs. She liked their songs, but when it came to a few
songs she didrn’t know, she sang whatever song she wanted no matter

what anyone else was singing.

Ther@ were rules, but those didn’t rea”g applg to her. 51’16 was
5P6cial. Hcr mother told her so.

A loud bell buzzed out over the whole school. ]t was lunch time. A”
the kids stood up and groupec{ at the door. Out came Little 5uzie
Fizzlewhistle with her bright Pink sParklg lunchbox and shoved one
girl out of the way. SHC shouldered some bog. 51—16 Pushecl her way
all the way to the front and Hc”ed at the top of her lungs, “Me first!



FlIZZLEWHISTLE ONTHE SFORTSFIELD

onnor Fizzlewhistle was excited for his first dag of football
Cpractice. [is first dag of l‘xigh school had gone fine, but it
was the football Practice after school that had his mind

occuPiecl. He was only a Freshman, but his parents had told him he
was good enough forthe \/arsity team.

He deserved to be on the \/arsi’cy team.

Connorwa”«id out onto the Practicc field and smelled the grass. e
felt the heat on his face. He wore the most expensivc cleats money
could bug because he wanted them. [Je had a headband and
sweatband combo that was sure to make the cheerleaders look at him.
He had his eye ona couP]e. Wink. Wink. He even made his mother
bug him Fancg receivergloves from the NJL store. Theg were }:)riglﬁt
orange and the brightest item on the field.

After theg had stretched and done some drills, tlneg were plaging a
scrimmage. The coach was watching Thcg gotinto a huddle.

Bmcore anyone else spoke Cormor said to the quarterbacic “Heg
throw it to me first. ] want to show what] cando.” The P189 happcned
and Connor did not get the ball. Therc had been another Plag and
the cluarterback had not thrown him a pass. Two Plags and he hadn’t
gotten the ball.
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(Connor [Tizzlewhistle got angry.

Theg got in a huddle. Cormor said to the quartcrback: “Wlﬂg aren’t

you throwing it to me? | hrow it to me next time.”
The &esignccl P183 went off and (onnor did not get the ball.

Theg gotina huddle. (onnor said to the quarterback: “Wlﬂy aren’t
you ’chrowing it to me? Throw it to me next time. ] want to show what

] cando.”

e designe ay went oft an onnor sensed that he was not
The designed play ffand C d that h

going to get the ball. Hc broke from his receiverroute the Plag called
for and he intercepted the ball from his own teammate and ran for a
touchdown. He celebrated. [He danced his Pre~Practiced
touchdown moves. He turned around and everyone was stancling still

on the field and ]ooking at him.

The coach was shaking his head as he came up to him. “\What were
you thinking’?” the coach asked in a bewildered tone, “You

interceptcd the ball from your own teammate?”

Conﬂor looked at the coach and said, “He should have thrown it to

me first.”



FIZZLEWHISTLE INTHE CARLINE

eci(y Fizzlcwhistle had one of those clays. ]t was a very
chotiona! c{ag. [Her oldest had gone to lﬂigh school for the

first time as a freshman. Her 3oungcst had gone to
‘(inclergarten forthe first time. O a c{ag of firsts!

She felt emotional.
She felt stressed.

Bcckg had occupiecl her time bg doing her errands. At the local
grocery store, she got what she needed for the annual back-to-
school dinner. 5]’16 had lots of things in her cart, but she was in a
hurry, so she went in the express lane even though she had way more
items than the sign said. T he clerk said nothing. The long line of
Pcople behind herjust glowered. Wlﬁatever‘.

Tl"IC rest of her imPor’can’c errands were all successful and then it was
time to Pick up her Precious daugl—rter from her first dag in
kinclergarten. She got to the school and the line was stretched out

around the school. So many cars waiting.

Tl’ley moved one inch.

Tl’lCﬂ another inch.
Then anotherinch.
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She was not going to wait. She gunncd the gas of her GMC
Yukon Dcnali extended full-sized SU\/ and went up over the curb
and into the front 3arc{ of the school. She thought about Parking in
the front yarcl, but instead resolved herself to get where she was
going. Shc drove through the 3arc| and went down over the next curb
into the lane righ’c in front of the school. Shc laid on the horn and

inched her way into the line.

FeoPle were 56”ing and honkingi
T eachers were on radios.

Kids of all ages were Pointing.

Once in the linc, she Parl(ecl. Thc carin front of her moved, but she
got out instead getting her beautiful daughtcr. Tl’lé rest of the
People would have to wait. 5!’16 went to the door and there was her
clauglﬁter.

“Ma’am,” a teacher called out, “you need to wait in line! TI’]CI‘C are

others!”

Beckg Fizzlewhis’clcjust ignored all the protests as she drove away.



FlzZZL EWHISTLE AT CHURCH

he Fizzlewlﬁistlc Family was on their way to church afew clags
i later. |t was Sundag morning and as usual. Joe was clriving.
What a great first week of school it had been! The Fami]g

was ta”dng all about their classes and teachers and exPectations for

the year as thcg drove down the road.

The Familg SUV Passe& the church. They had left a few minutes
carly and Joe went tlﬂrouglﬂ the drive thru and got himself coffee. e
did not offer or order anyone else angthing. |t took the onc—cgecl
one-armed one~]eggecl fast-food worker half a minute longer than it
should have to get his order and he 9C”Cd at her for wasting his time
and making him late for church.

They drove on down the street.
“Hey,” Suzie cried out, “we Passed the church?”

“Oh we dont go to that church angmore,” Beckg said to her
daug}’xtcr.

“Why not?” Suzie asked.

“We”,” said Joe, “wcjus’c dor’t feel like we are bcing fed at that
church. We go every week and it doesn’t alwags apply to us. Tl’\e
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sermon should alwags apply to us and when it does, it shouldn’t make
us change too much. Just clﬂange the little things‘ We want

somewhere that alwags feeds us. l’c is all about us you know.”

“Flus,” Becky said, “’chcg a!wags want us to serve orjoin a group. We

just want to go and sit. \/\/e want to check the boxes and have PCOP]€
leave us alone. Thcgjust won’t leave us alone to do what we want
when we want. [lus, the minister read a passage from the Bible the
other Sunc{ag that homosexuality was a sin. That is so offensive.”

At this Point (Connor chimed in, “Flus the 3outh minister never does
what ] want. Flus, the soda machine is alwags out of the kind of soda
] want and no matter how rude ] am to him it never gets better. ] want
a 3outlﬂ group that does what | want. And to top it all OH:, he Pici«:d
someone else to lead 5outl'1 group ina couple weeks and it wasn’t me.

] wanted to be the leader.”

Joe also added: “We noticed that tlﬁeg are trying new songs. We
don't like that. We don’t like the music so we don’t want to go to the
church. ]tjust doesnt doitforus. | ast week tl'leg even used uPbeat
videos of (Christian songs we hear on the radio at the beginrxing of

the service and we didn't like it. So... we are lcaving.”

“Aﬂcl sweetie,” her mother added a]so, “theg expectus to give a tithe.
Thatis our money and for some reason tlﬁeg kcep saying the Bible



says we should give 10% backto (God. T hatisour money. Yourdad

WOF‘(S very harc{ ]COF our moneg ancl we dO Wlth it as we P[CaSC‘”

| am so glacl,” | ittle Suzie [Fizzewhistle chimed in, “thcg don’t even
have gold?ish for snacks. Theg better have them at the next Place.”

E_nd
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Psalm 119:36 (F.SV)

« /nc//hc my heart to Your testimonies, and not to selfish gam!”

Matthew 16:24 (F.SV)
« 7776/7 Jesus told [ /s c//scfp/es, ”/[ anyone would come after Me, Jet

him a/cnﬂ himself and take up his cross and follow Me”

Romans 12:3 (F.SV)

“ /: or bﬂ the grace g/'vcn to me / say to everyone among you not to
think of himself more /715/7[9 than he oug/ﬁ to think, but to think with
50567’ua/gmcnt, cach accora//hg to the measure of faith that ( ;od has
ass{gncc/.”

Fhi]ippiaﬂs 2:3 (F.SV)

“Do not/n’ng from selfish ambition or concelt, but in /ium/'//ty count

others more S{gm}[/cant than ﬂoursc/vcg.”

James 3:16-17 (CSV)

“For where jca/oqu and selfish ambition exist, there will be disorder
and every vile /oracticc. Put the wisdom from above is first pure, then
/ocaccab/c, gcm‘/@, open to reason, full of mercy and good [ru/ts,

/}n/c)art/é/ and sincere.”



4 & KINGDOM TRUTH #

The Kingdom of Gedis NOT ABOUT YOU.

4 ¢ KINGDOM TRUTH &
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58 KINGDOM 1ALES

Once upon a time there was a little gir]; we'll callher | ittle Red Ki&ing
[ood, who was hcacling to hergrandmother’s house to make muffins.
Lit’cle Red and hergranc‘mother both loved fresh baked muffins right
out of the oven. [t was the P]an for Littlc ch to Pick up some extra

SPCCial SUPP“CS FOY‘ thC mugins on hCl" W89 to granclma’s hOUSC.

Her grandmother was the expert on blending Just the right
ingredients to make the Pemccct muffins.

Her gran&mothcr gave her the Plan and the Places to s’cop for the
best imgredicnts.

Her granclmother also alwags talked over her Pat]w with her from one
house to the other.

fﬂer grandmothcr laid out the PerFect Plan for her whenever theg
would get together for mugix%makiﬂg.

| ittle Red was excited and could not wait for fresh muffins. | ittle
Red set out from her house on the Prc~Planncd Path to her
granclmotlﬁer’s house. ]t was not a short walk or a long wa”(, but a

normal walk for a little gir].
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As soon as | _ittle Red left herhouse, a strong wind bcgan to Pick up.
The wind ushered in some very mean dark clouds. Wou!d rain come?
Would wind blow her away down the street? She hacljust left her
house and was considering turning back a]reac}g T he wind whippecﬂ
and whirled and whistled. Thc wind seemed to go righ’c through her
red hooded cloak and cut righ’c to her little bones.

| ittle Red Riding [Hood continued to walk bravc!g into the wind.
The wind ushered in some very dark cloucls, but it also injust afew
moments, the wind ushered them away again. T he wind went from

whipping and whirling and whis’c]ing toa steaclg calm.

“l think ] wi”just follow the Plan! | wi”just stay on the Pathl” she said
to herself.

Li’c’cle Red had not gotten far from her house when she came to a
cross street with a }DCFFH stand. Mr. I:armcr always had the best
berries for muffins! Lit’c]e Red selected fresh blueberries and
strawbcrries, Paic} Mr. [Tarmer, and put them in her basket. [Her
grandmother knew the way to mix berries for Perfcct muffins every
time. Tl—]en she had to cross the street. ]t was not a bu53 street ora

street with no traFFic, but a normal street she had to cross.

Standing on the street corner was a Wo]]c. The \/Vohc smelled the
fresh berries in her basket.



«| ittle girl,” the Wolf called out, | smell your berries from here!
Coulc{ ] trade you some berries for some of my magnhcicent walnuts?

They are most excellent for bakingl”

Li’c’c!e Red Riding [Hood thought fora moment... theg could add nuts
to the muffins. Therc is certainlg nothing wrong with adding some
nuts... even though it was never in the official Plan. She started to go
over to the Wo]]c to trade some of her berries and then remembered
her granclmother. Li’ctle Red s’coPPed in her tracks and realized she

could not sell any of her berries.

“l must follow the Planl ] must stay on the Pa’chl” Litt]e Red called out.
51’16 went on.

Li’c’cle Red turned a corner on herjoumeg and she sPot’ced her
neiglﬁborhood P]aggrounc{. The sSWings looked fun. [Ter friends
were s!ic!ing down the slides and giggling. TI’ICH beckoned her to
come and Plag. O how she wanted to P1891 Litt]e Red loved the
marr3~go~rounc! and how it made her head swim and twir. She
started towards the Plagground, but as she aPProac}wcc{ remembered
hergranc}mother.

“l must follow the Planl ] must stay on the Pathl” Litt]e Kec{ called out.

All of the other children brieﬂg called out and made fun of herfor not
coming and P!aging with them. She skiPPecl away and didr’t mind.
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Right after the P]aggrouné she stopped into a corner store and
Pickecl up a new bag of bakers flour. The best ingreclients were
requirecl Forgrandmother and their muffins! She walked up the aisle
and grabbed the bakers flour. T his was exactly what she needed!

As she moved to the front of the store, she waited for her turn to

check out. She was minding her own business when she saw it... the

brand-new Triplc (Chocolate Ooeg Gooey Supcr Carmel
Doodad Bar. O she had waited to try that new canclg bar! SEC

knew she had several more tl‘xings to bug for the most cxcc“ent

muffins.

5!’16 could buy less flour and gct the canclg bar.

51’16 could eat the new TriPle Chocolate Ooeg Gooeﬁ SuPer
Carmel Doocla& Bar and no one would know.

[t would make her not want muffins. | hatwould be okagl She turned
and walked back to the aisle with the flour. She then remembered
the smell of the most Perfcct muffins as tl'ley came from her
granc!mother’s oven. | hatwas not to be missed!

5}16 whispered to hcrselmc, “] must follow the Plan! ] must stay on the
Pathl” She turned quicklg and went back to the check out. She
bought the riglﬁt amount of flour and turned up her nose wiHFu”y at



the new TriP]c Chocola’cc Ooeg Goocg Super Carmel Doodad
Bar.

After the corner store, | ittle Red was getting closer and closer to
her granc{mother’s house. Litt]e Red’s ]egs were getting tired from
the wa”dng. She had Pic‘(ec{ up her pace after...

... almost losing her way with the cnterprising Wolf

..and the P!agground

..and being temPted }35 the canc{y bar.

Now her legs were tired from her quickcr pace. Tl’xen she saw it... the
General Store. The General Store had the best butter for
muffins. r—]crgrandmothcr had told her that. 51’!6 got to the front of
the store and saw a nice wooden bench. ]t was not a !argc bench. ]t
was not a small bench. lt was a normal bench for sitting. Litt]e Red
decided to sit down for a moment. Hemceet hurt.

She set the basket next to her and closed her eyes for a moment.
The moment lasted ]onger than she realized. A” of a sudden she
bolted uPright from the bench and exclaimed to no one in Particu]ar,
«| must follow the Planl | must stay on the Pathl” She grabbecl her
basket full of berries and flour and rushed into the (General Store.

A\thr only a moment, she had butter in her basket and went on.
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| ittle Red turned the final corner and her grandmot}wer’s house was
in view. Across the street she could see her granc{mothcﬁs house
with the shutters. 51"16 could see the flowers out front. 5}16 could
see the swing on the Porch. And on that Porcln sat l’\ergrandmotl‘xerl
Lit’cle Red Ric{ing [Hood could barcly contain her excitement. 5}16
called out and waved! Her grandmother heard the voice of her
grandc}aughtcr and called out and waved in return.

A“ of asudden a Iong line of cars began to drive past in the street. ]t
was a ]ong Proccssion of cars. [ his never l’mappcns! [Her

grandmothcr lives on a quict street.

Littlc Rcd could not cross the street.
Onc after another.

Car.

Truci(.

Car.

Car.

Truck.

Big truck.
One after another.

5}16 could not cross the street and was gctting flustered. She Fina”g
had gotten the ingrcclients her grandmotlﬁer wanted and now she
could not cross the street to her final destination. | he call of the

warm Pencect muffins made her want tojumP out into traffic.



Surelg, tlﬁeg would s’cop‘
Surelg, theg would see herin her brigh’c hooded cloak.

Ohne car after anotl'\erjust seemed to zoom past. | ittle Red Fina”g
took a deep breath and Jus’c waited. A]C’CCF a few minutes, the
constant buzz of cars and trucks died down and she was able to cross

the street samcelg.

Li’c’cle Recl ran across the street and reached the house and

embraced l'xergranclmothcr tiglﬂt!g.

“l am so glacl you came dear,” Granc{mother said. “Did you follow the
P]an ] laid out Forgou?”

“Yes granclma” Little Red Kicling [Hood said resPcct)Cu“g.

“| am so glad you made it without incidcnt,” Grandmotlﬂcr said. “Did
you stay on the Path we discussed?”

“Oh yes grandma. l did not turn to the right or the left. But ] have
to tell you it was not without incident. Jt seems like the whole world
was against me getting to you. T here was wind and a wolf and friends
and an ooey gooey bar and the temptation to rest and then traffic!”

“| am gia& you found your way and you did give up,” hergrandmothcr
resPonc{ec{ as theg went into the house.



Kingclom Tales f Fage I2+9
«Oh,” said | ittle Red with exasperationj “there were so many

temPtations along the way, but ]Just had to follow your P]an and s’c39
on the Patlﬁl”

[ nd



Joshua 1:7 (FL.5V)
“ On/y be strong and very courageous, be/ng careful to do accorc/fng

to all the law that Moscs /\/Iy servant commanded gou. Do not turn
from it to the r{g/ﬁ/mna/ orto the left that you may have gooc/ success

wherever you go‘”

Matthew 7:13-14 (F.SYV)
«F nter bﬂ the narrow gate. Forthe gate s wide and the way 1s easy

that leads to a/esi'ruct/bn, and those who cnterbﬂ /tare many. T4 F or
the gate is narrow and the way s hard that leads to /l}[c, and those
who find it are few.”

(Galatians 6:9 (F.9V)
« And let us not grow weary of a/o/ng ‘gooc/, for in due season we will

reap, iFwe do not give U/:).”

James 4.7 (E.SV)
“Suém/’t yourse/\/@s therefore to Goa/. K@SI:Sf the a/ev/[ and H@ will
flee )[romﬂou.”




T he Kingdom
of (jodis the

tingling F@@ling
on your cold

Fingers as they

warm 233 the fire.



he teachings of Jesus are not for the faint of heart. ome of the
S
Points that Jesus makes are quite controversial and make us wonder.
ey are controversia ecause ey shock us. ey are
h Yy t I b th Y hock h Y
controversial because tlﬂeg are at times oPPosite of what we want to
do (Perhaps most of the time). Theg are controversial because theg

seem upside down to us in our cxpectations of God.

Jesus Presen’cs ideas and makes statements that would have made
those listcning quitc uncomfortable... and to be honest... make us

quite uncomfortable as well.

For example, He said:

Matthew 5:22 (F SV):

“Rut/ say to you that everyone who is angry with his brother will be
liable to j’uc/gmcnt; whoever insults his brother will be lable to the
COU/’)CIZ' and w/706vcr5aﬂ5, You fool? will be liable to the hell of fire.”

Matthew 544 /| uke 6:27 (F.SV):
“But / say to you, [iovc your enemies and pray for those who

Pcrsccute ﬂou...”
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Matthew 5:39 (F.SV):

“ But / say to gou, Do not resist the one who is evil But /far{gon@
s/aps you on the r{g/ﬁ C/?CC‘A turn to him the other also.”'°

John 6:53 (C.SV):
“50 Jcsus said to t/7€m, “Tru{g, i'ru[g, / say to you, unless you cat the

Hesh of the Son of Man and drink [is é/ood, you have no lite in

»

yOU.

Man9 times we reflect on some of the teachings of Jesus and we
qucstion... “AWhat?? We also think, “that doesn’t make sense.” And
most commonlﬁ and truthxcu“y we say, “] don’t want to do that.” The
566mingly uPsidc down passage that we will look at in a moment also

givcs us the same thoughts.

]n Jesus’ dag, many People wanted to follow Jesus) especia”g in the
middle of r"lis ministrg. Jcsus was gaining Popularity and was cloing
miracles and news was spreacling about Him and PeoPle wanted to

bea c!isciple of Jesus.
[1e was the “it” t}'xing going on.
Large crowds would follow Jesus from town to town to listen and see

what e would do next. Fcople were askiﬂg what it took to be a
discip]e of Jesus. Feoplc are still asking that same ques’cion!

o ] on]y have 2 cheeks. A]Cter that, it’s on.



] hope you are asking that qucstionl
To be honcs’c, the answer is not one that we like.

To be even more honest, most of us are not wi“ing to do what He

says.

The answer is as controversial and uncomfortable as turning the

other cheek and 1oving Peop]e who hate us. \/\/hat does He say?

[uke 14:25-33 (E.SV):

“ NOW great crowds accompan/@a’ /—//m, and f—/e turned and said to
t/76m, 26 ”/)[a/yonc comes to Me and does not hate his own father
and mother and wite and children and brothers and sisters, yes, and
even his own //3[6, he cannot be Mﬂ a//'sC//'D/e. 27 W/mcvcr does not
bear his own cross and come after Me cannot be /\//ﬂ a//ls(://’o/e. 28 F or
which of you, c/cs/r/ng to build a tower, does not first sit down and
count the cost, whether he has enou‘g/z to com/o/etc t?29 Ot/;erw/se,
when he has laid a foundation and is not able to )[//7/5/1, all who see it
[765//7 to mock /’7/}77, 30 saﬂ/'ng, ‘777/’5 marn écgan to build and was not
able to finish.” 31 (Or what L/h‘g,, going out to encounter another L/n(g
/nwar, will not sit down first and deliberate whether he is able with ten
thousand to meet him who comes against him with twenty thousand?
32 /4170/ i+ not, while the other is yet a great way of){ he sends a
a’c/cga tion and asks for terms of, peace. 33 50 t/mrc[ore, anyg one of
you who does not renounce all that he has cannot be My c//scip/c‘”
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That ]s. ]ntense.

]n Lui(e 14, Jesus Chris’c lines out for us several truths about
(hristian discip!esl‘xip that are important for us to understand.
These truths are at times difficult for us to swallow. Theg are at

times oPPosite of what we want to do.

Wl‘rat does Jesus say about discip]eslﬂip? Discip]cship (ormco”owing
Jesus) requires ComPlete commitment, honest Personal sacrhcice, and

a”~encompassing loga!tg

Jesus exPlains to us in these verses that [Je requires comPle’ce
commitment from those who state th@g will be f"]is followers. TI’]C first
cxamp]s Jesus uses to exp]ain this idea of comP]th commitment is
our relationskip with ourxcamily. This exPlanation seems to go against
the law of love that Jesus teaches. Jesus understands that Fami]g

ties can come between a person and God.

This is difficult for us because caring for one’s Fami]y, honoring our
fatherand mothcr) loving our spouse, and raising our kids is noble and
good and (God ordained. | he interests of the Kingc]om of (God are
for a person who is in an active authentic relationship with (God are

Prioritg #1. E_vcrything else is secondarg‘

Wl’\atjesus says is meant to be slnocking because [Heis trging to get
our attention about the actual demands of being Part of God’s



Kingdom. Jesus saysin these verses that ourFamily should not come
between us and C]ocl. Commitment to C]ocl even suPersedes your
own life. Ourlove and commitment to (God should be so evident and

50 Passionatc that compared to cvergthing else... itlooks like hate.

Real involvement and comPIe’ce commitment to Jesus Christis effort

and time consuming.

Real involvement and compie’cc commitment to Jesus (Christ is

PCFSOﬂaI and dCCP ancl cmotionai.

Kezﬂ involvement and complcte commitment to Jesus Chris’c means

you will bear fruit.

Jesus says in John i5:8, “Bﬂ this Mﬂ Father /sg/or/)[/@af t/:atyou
bear much fruit and so prove to be Mﬂ c//5cfp/es” (ES\/)

Jesus also mentions two metaphors about counting the cost of being
[His disciplc. A contractor and a genera] both must count costs and
weigh their decisions. Jesus is saging, “Dornt follow me without
realizing what it willinvolve ” Jesus tells them to count the cost. Jesus
tells us to count the cost. Jesusis ’ce”ing us that we need to take into
consideration all that f’ie requires before decic{ing to be f’iis c{isciple.
Discipleship is comPlcte commitment because God deserves the #1

spot in our lives and it costs us in different ways to follow Him.
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Jesus says inverse 27, ¢ Whoever does not bear his own cross and
come after M@ cannot be /\//ﬂ c/fsa/b/e.” V\/e should remember that
the cross was the most horrible way to diein Jesus’ clag. To say that
His disciplcs must carry a cross, meant that thcg would endure
harshness. Jesus was in fact te”ing them that Fo”owing [im would
not a]ways be Pleasant, but would have struggle. Discipleship means

the same forus. We must be wi“ing to make honest Persona] sacrifice

for Him.

Disciplcship means giving, up what we want and ta‘(ing on what (God
wants. He orshe that spcaks the same, acts the same, holds the same
vaiues, and is the same on the inside as a non~Christian person is

5or<3|9 missing the Point of cliscip!eslﬂip. Tl’ley look goocl on the
outside. Thcy look holy.

Jesus dealt with PeoP]e like thatin [is claﬁ who were one way on the
outside and another way on the inside. Thcg were called ﬂwarisecs.
Jesus said, in Matthew 2%:26-28,“ You bﬁha’ﬁ/;ar/gce! [irst clean
the inside of the cup and the /o/at@, that the outside also may be clean.
27 “Woe to you, scribes and F /73r/5665, Agpocr/tes/ [or you are Jke
whitewashed tombs, which oufwara’/ﬂ appear beautitul, but within are
full of dead pco/o/e’s bones and all uncleanness. 28 50 you also
oufwarc/{g appear rg/ﬂfcous to otlllcrs, but within you are full of

/ypocr/sy and lawlessness’ (E_S\/)



T here are times we are not wi”ing to sacrifice for Jesus and persona

sacrifice is what is needed to be a true follower.

We donr’t sacrifice our finances or consult Biblical Princip]es about

managing our moncg.

We don’t sacrifice our TV habits and wcjust watch what everyone

else is to fit in.
We dor’t sacrifice our Pride or our riglﬂt to be right.

We dor’t sacrifice Pcople that lead us as’crag and we kcep bad

company around.
We don't sacrifice our time for (od.
We don’t sacrifice our comfort.

Many times we don’t sacrifice anything for (God and we expect that
we will still be considered a disci[:)le. Tl’lat simplg is not the way r‘iis

\/\/ay works.

Jesus concludes sPeaking about disciP]cslﬂiP in verse 33, “So

tﬁcrc[orc, any one of you who does not renounce all that he has

cannot be /\//ﬂ c//'scfp/c” (ESV) Chris’c Jesus also says in Mark
8:35-36 (E_S\/) “f:or whoever would save his life will lose /t, but
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whoeverloses his lite for /\//ﬂ sake and the gos/oc/ s will save it. 36 For
what does it /orof/'t aman to ga/n the whole world and forfeit his soul?”

The Apostle Paul says the same t}wing in Fhilippians 3.7 (F.9V):
“ But whatever ga/n / /Jac/, / counted as loss for the sake of Cﬁrfsi’.”

Thoug}ﬁ Jcsus was not demanding poverty from [is listcncrs, a
follower must be wi”ing to forsake evcrgthing for the Lord.

Jesus defines for us in this passage the ovcrwlﬂc]ming difficult truth
that [1e comes first in every sing!c area of our lives. Him first.
Alwags. (God comes first. (God’s way trumps our way. Giod’s way
of dcaling with PCOP]C is what we do instead of what we want to do.
We Forgivc even when we dor’t want to. Tl’lcrc is so much to this
because a”~encompassing Ioga]ty to Go& means He gets to direct

us in all things at all times.

6UMMARY Discipleslﬁip is broad and touglq and requires

complete commitment, Personal sacrifice, and a”~encompassing

]ogalty, butis Possib]e with the presence of Christ in us.

Matthcw 11:29-%0 reminds us: ¢ Takc /\//ﬂﬂoke upon you, and learn
from Mc, for / am gent/e and /ow[g n /war‘t, and you will find rest for
your souls. 30 [or /\//ﬂ ﬂoéc /s easy, and /\/fﬂ burden is //:g/;t.”



As you read t}wrough these versesin | uke 14, two questions pop up:

Qpes’cion: What is my commitment level to Jesus Christ?
Question: What gets in the way of my re]ationslﬂip with Christ?
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&k KINGDOM AL ES

magine ipgou will a Placc to cat where youcan have almost angtl‘xing
under the sun and where you serve 3ourscl£.. 5oung’uns that P]ace
is called a “cafeteria”... and l don’t mean the one at schooll You
walk in, grab a tray, and laid out before you are more options than

you could eat at any one time.
The Point of this P!ace is options oPtions options.

[Fach option costs as you fill up your tray. You can have ham and
turkeg. You can hold the gravy or get 2 kinds oFgravg. You canget
a salad orjust sliced tomatoes. You can gét the sPccia] of the day or
make your own meal. You have a choice between red, blue,greenje“o
which for some reason seems to be a specialtg in almost all of these
kinds of Placcs. Not on!g that there seems to be 6 different kinds of
Puclc]ing in little cups.

E_ach item costs and so as you add eachitem to your trag the cost of
your meal goes up. A}Ctergoing through the whole linc, the items are
added up and you pay For\tjour meal. Once you sit down, there is no

waiters or waitresses usua“y. Youjust eat and leave.



]magine if you will a cafeteria scene where Peoplc have trays and
be{:orc thcm are ]ots and lo’cs O]C oPtions 1Cor tlﬂem to choose 1Crom to

fill up their trays.

This is not, however, a normal ca]ceteria, but one in which PCOP!C fill
up their trays with the elements of the Chris‘cian life. Theﬂ are Fi“ing
up their trays with disciplcslﬂip as thcg move through the line and then
check out to live out the (Christian life.

The first person comes tlﬂrough and thcg grab two servings of
Sundag services, skips the Sunclag School bowl and moves on.
The person behind them grabs four servings of Sunday services.

“Wl’]y are you not getting four servings?” tl’leg ask.

“We”,” the person says, “the kids want to go camping and ] want to
go goH:ing with my brother and sometimes 5un<:la9 is my onlg Cla9 off
and sometimes ] want to go to the beach with my spouse and
sometimes | want to run a 5k with my friends and sometimes the kids
just dorm’t want to come. Pesides, Familg a]ways comes first you know.

Twois good cnough.”

Tl’le person behind both of them coming up the line grabbcd four
servings oFSundag services and grabbed the Sunclay School bowl.
Then thcg instructed their Fami]g who had trays behind them to do
the same. Theg also instructed the kids to grab ﬂouth group salad
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and the two adults grabbed a Pible stud9 cake. “(God comes first,”
theg overheard, “then other things can haPPcn"’

Another person comes tlﬂrouglﬂ and t}weg grab a bowl of tithing fruit,
but Pic‘(s off only one small Piccc from the bunclﬂ, puts it on their tray,
and Pu’cs the whole bunch back onto the serving area. Theg Push
their way past a Fami]g and elbow their way to the area with li]cestgic
choice steaks. T]’xeg Pick what everyone else is Picking,just as ]ong
asitlooks goocl, butisn’t so sure after stancling there a minute. Theg
ask the chef behind the line if thcg have angthing like some of the
other restaurants in the area... that is rea”g what theg want to eat...
nothing in this restaurant, but menu items from elsewhere.
Frustratcd, the person shoves to the front of the line all with a smile

on theirface.

The cashier rings it up. Theg see the cost of the small Piece of
titlﬂing fruit and the few ihccstglc choice steaks thcg Pickccl out and

was incensed.

Why does this have to cost so much?

Wl—ry can’t you have meals like evergboc@ else?

Wl—ry can’t l do what ] want when ] want?

Tl’le person Paic{ for the items theg chose and could not believe the
high cost for what little thcg actua”g chose. Thcy elbowed past
SOmebo&g who was there who offered to !‘xelp. Tl‘ven tl—\eg went to
the table and looked arouncl, “Wl’\ere is the service? Where is the



person to serve me? Wl‘xerc is the person to feed me?” ]t was not a

Pleasant exPcrience 1Cor them at a” at the caxceteria.

Another person comes ’chrough the line and grabs four servings of
Sunc{33 services, a bowl o1C5unclag School, Persona] Bible reading
snack bars, a Persona] prayer salad, evangelism ‘taters, Forgiveness
muffins, love soup, and Pilcs and Piles of jog, peace, Patiencc,
kindness, gent]cness, faithfulness, and self-control. Riglﬂtcousness
treats and truthfulness bars were also added. The whole tray was
Pi!ed Pi!ccl Pi]cd because discip]eship is broad. [t was Pi]cd 50 high
and so heavg that the person could bare]g slide the tray along the

counter to thc Checkout line.
Tl’lc cost? TI’IC cost was l’lugc.

Tl"IC person tried to lift the tray, but could not. ngl"lt away, as the
person was trging to make it from the checkout to the tablc, Jcsus
came along and lightencd the load. Once e was there, the Piles and

Pilcs and Pi]cs of cliscipleship felt manageable and tl—iey had power to
do it through the Holy Spirit.

[ nd.
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[ uke 640 (F SV)
« A c//'scfp/e /s not above his teac/mr, but everyone when he is fu//y

trained will be like his teacher?

John 8:31-32 (C.SV)
“50 Jesus said to the J@WS who had believed [7im, “/f you abide in

/\//ﬂ WO/‘C/) you are tru{g My a/i};‘cfp/cs, and you will know the trut/7,
and the truth will set you free

Acts 242 (. 9V)
“ Ana’ t/mﬂ devoted themselves to the apost/cs’ tcac/w'ng and the

fe//owsﬁ/lb, to the /)reaklhg of bread and the Ioraycrs.”

i Corinthians 11:1 (F.9YV)

« 5@ imitators of me, as / am of C/zr/st.”

Bcing in the Kingdom of Godisa bl’g deal. Jtisan a"~or~not|1ing

commitment Forgour whole life with all your soul.




&2 Kinepam TALES

tis | astertime and a gatlﬂering opportunitg Forgour whole Famiig.
]Your Familg made a commitment to all get togctlﬂcr this year at
Easter to make sure you celebrated something this year as a

gami!g.

Granc{ma chose Easter and chose to rent a few beach houses for
everyone to share. You are far and wide... spreacl apart all over the
country, but each and every brother and sister and wife and husband
and kid and grandkid is present.

Evcrg aunt and uncle is present with every cousin in tow.

You all arrive on Tl"IUI‘SClaﬁ at the beach and Fric{ag and Saturclag
are filled with egg hunts and Familg dinners and dangcrous 3arc{ darts
and water gun Figl—x’cs. Everyone has a beach blast bingo that will not
soon be Forgotten. Even crazy Aunt Suc manages not to interrupt
any Fami!g times with harrowing tales of her 1970s exp]oits with

LSD.

Ah Fami!y.
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Jtis now Saturdag night. Evergone is getting their clothes reacﬂg for
church and Borrowing socks and comParing outfits. All except (ncle
Blll Evcryonc knows he won't go. He never goes. You talk with
Aunt Sue and she says the whole Fami]g has given up asking him
about churchﬂ ’clﬁings.

When was the last time you asked him?

IOgears ago.

You ask your mother.
i5 years ago.

You ask grandma.
25 years ago.

[t seems no one had spoken to (ncle Bill about sPiritua] things in
over a decade. [Je’s a good gug,just not a church going guy... you
know. Another cousin said, oh 3eah) he’s a Christian hejust never
reads his Pible or goes to church or prays.

f‘]uh?

]t was all strange.

Wl‘:at do you do?
Wl’\at do you sag?



You know that you and he alwags have gotten a]ong well. You know
YOU have never had a conversation with him about (sod or church
or sPiritual things. You think about it and you decide to put it off.

Mag})c after church.

Magbe a heartfelt letter when you get back home.
Magbc send a book from the (Christian bookstore.
Magbc.

Evergone leaves the next clag for church. Tlﬂe dag started car]g with
a Sunrise service, then a Pancake breakfast, and then another
church service. Everyone then headed back to the beach houses for

anawesome E_aster lunch Prepared 59 the cxpcr‘c cooks of the gamilg.

Fried turi«ag.
Mashe& Potatoes.
Kedmcck sushi.

You all arrived to the beach houses to find (ncle Bill dead on the
back Porcl’w. r‘ic had a heart attack while sitting on the back Porch

looking out at the ocean.

Now the magbe conversation is a never conversation.
]t is cver]asting too late.

Whg had you not taken the oPPortunitg when you had the chance?
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Ferhaps because you felt that there was no real sense of urgency.
There was no urgency about the news of the Gospe! or urgency
about the reality of death without Jesus and you did not share your
faith.

E_nd



Deuteronomy 31:6 (F.9V)
“ 56 strong and courageous. Do not fear or be in dread of t/lcm, for

it is the [ ord your God W/70 goes with you. He will not leave youor

forsake ﬂou.”

]saiah 51:12 (ES\/)
“/, /am fjc W/70 com[ortsyou; who are you tﬁatyou are atraid of man

who dies, of the sorn of man who is made like grass?”

Acts 1:8 (F.SV)
“«RBut you will receive power when the | 7’0/5 5p/'r/t has come upon

you, and you will be Mﬂ witnesses in_Jerusalem and in all_Judea and
Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”

2 Timothy i:7 (ES\/)
“/:or Goa’ga ve us a 5/7/%/}5' not of fear but o[/oower and love and self~

control”
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&z Kingdem ¥ales

nce upon a time, there was a little girl named Vera. She
wanted to know what Clﬂris’tmas was all about. She went
O to herfather and asked him, but he did not know. She went
to her mother and asked her, but she did not know. Shc would have
asked her brother, but he was 6 months old and could not talk. 5}1@

would have asked her best Friend, but her best friend was a vo”egba“
named Coconut, and he never talked.

\/era walked out on the POI‘CI"I of herhouse and shouted into the skg“.
“Dcesr’t anyone know what Christmas is rea”g about?”

51’16 looked around and saw not]ﬁing.
She looked around and heard nothing.
51’16 went back inside and closed the door.

As soon as she closed the door, there was a light knock at the door.
Wrap wrap wrap. The young gir! turned aroursd, opened the door,

}Dut no one was there. 5]’16 looked around, but saw no one.

\/era looked down and there on the welcome mat was an enve]ope
with her name on it. She Pickecl it up. She quickly walked off her
Porcl‘x with the envelopc inherhand hoping to see who clropped it off.
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NO one was anyw}werc.

She oPened the enveloPe with curiosity.

The front of the card said... “This is what Chris’cmas is all about.”
51’16 got excited.

Vera ravenouslﬁ openecl the card, but it was comP]eteb blank inside.
No writing, No Pictures. Nothing. [TJer excitement was quicklg
dashed. ]t wasjust a blank card. 5}16 stood there for a moment and
then rePeatec{ her question aloud: “What is Christmas about?”

Poom!

Out from the card a small opemair barn aPPeared from the card into
hérgarc!. ]t had a thatched roof and stalls. Therc was a donkeg and
afew sheeP. T here was even a camel chewing with very bad manners.
]t smelled like a barn. T}'xere was hag there too. Tl—re shecp started

to wander arounc{ hcr 3ard eatir\g the grass.

]nside the card it said: “there was /7op/acc for them in the inn.”
“What is Christmas about?” she asked again.

Shazaam!



Out from the card two Peop]e appeared inthe barn. Onc was a man.
One was a woman. Theﬂ looked like very nice Peop]e. The woman
looked reallg tired like she had just been running a marathon or
something. 5}16 was sweaty, but seemed very happg. T}‘ne man
looked relieved like something big hadjust haPPenec{, but evergthing

was ok now. The man was com]cor’cing the woman.

|nside the card it said: “AHG/JOSCP/] also went up from (salilee, from
the town of Nazareth, to Jua/ca, to the city of David, which is called
56 t/7/c/7@m, because he was of the house and //'ncage of, Da viaf to be
rcgzﬁsterca/ with /\//arﬂ, his betrothed, who was with child.”

“Whatis Christmas about?” she asked again.
Craci@a«:‘oom!

Out from the card, alittle }Daby aPPcarcd and went into the barn with
the nice man and the nice woman. Vera walked into the barn to check
out the baby. Jt was a bog and [is face was smushed a little and had
some red sPlotclﬂes on rﬂim like when her brother had been born.
This babﬁ was the cutest. [Te had little teeny toes and little teeny

Fingers. \/era remembered W}'lCﬂ l’]CF IDI'OH']CF was born.

He was so hclp]ess...Just like this }Daby.
[He crie&...just like this babg.
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She looked down at the card and it said: © And while t/mﬂ were there,
the time came for her to give birth. And she gave birth to her firstborn
50/7 and Wraploea/ [Fim in swac/c///ng clothes and laid /’7’//77 in a

manger. 7

T he card also said: “She will beara Son, ana{gou shall call [ Fis name
Jcsus, for e will save [ 7is /oeop/c from theirsins.” /4// this took P/ace
to fultill what the Lora’ had spokcn [)ﬂ the lorop/mt: ”56/70/05 the
virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and i’/7(:‘ﬂ shall call [Fis name

Jmmanuel” (which means, ( ;od with us).”

“Wt‘xat is Christmas about?” Vera asked.
Lip Lip Lip!

Out from the card and into the skg above the barn and above the
man and the woman and the brand-new babg went a réallg bright star.
]t was the Prettiest and nicest and neatest star she had ever seen.
5}16 walked out of the barn and looked up in the si<3. ]t was almost
like the ligtﬁt from the star was the brightcst in the sky. ]t was also like

the star was Pointing to where the baby was.

5}16 looked down from the sky at the card and it said: “Anc/bcﬁo/c/,

t/76 star t/73t t/’wy /730/ seen W/7c3n ifrose Wentlgcforc t/76m unt///'t came
to rest over the /o/acc where the child was.”



T his was so wonderful, \era thought
“What is Christmas about?” Vera asked again.
/ oom! /oom! /oom!

Out of the card flew angc! after angel after ange] and the angels
congregatcd down the street from her house in the sky. Thcre were
so many angels inthe sky she could not count them all. lt was so bright
in the 51(9 around them.

She looked back to the card and it said: “Anc/an ange/oz[i'ﬁc‘ Lorc/
appcared to L‘/’76m, and the g/ory of the Lord shone around t/7c’m, and
t/wy were filled with great fear. ,4170/ the angc/ said to t/mm, Anc/ the
ange/ said to them /: ear not, for 56/70/05 / brfng you gooa’ news of

greaijoy that will be for all the loeolo/c. [orunto you is born this a/ay
in the city of [David a Savior, who /s C/7r/'5f the Lord

T his was so amazing, Evcrg time she asked “What is (Christmas
about? a part of the meaning of Christmas aPPeared in her front
3arcl. T his was amazing! She felt the need to ask the question one

more time. Thc scene before her was almost complete.

“What is Christmas about? Vera asked.

Zapl ZaP! Zap!
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Out from the card a bunch of guys appeared with even more shecp.
Now there were PCOP]C gatherecl around the barn ]ooi(ing at the
babg and laughing and rea”g looked quite amazed. There were
Sl’\CCP everywhcre. There was even one on the roof of the Porch

wa”(ing around.

Vera lauglﬂed withjog and looked down at the card. |t said: “When
the ange/s went away from them into /763\/@/7, the 5/76P/76FO/5 said to
one another, “[ et us go over to Pethlehem and sce this i'f/7//zg that
has /mlopcncaf which the Lora/ has made known to us.

The front door of her house oPenecl and out came her father. Out
came her motherwith her }Jabg brotherinherarms. “What is going on

out here?” tl'xcy asked in unison.

Vcra ran up to her Parents with comPletejog. She absolutelg knew
what Cl’lris’tmas was all about. Shé could not contain the news, but

told them immecliatelg.

“This is what Christmas is all about! You see, the babg Jesus was
bornto Mary and Josepl—v. [Heisa very special child even tl—vougl—r [He
was born in a barn with animals and laid in a Feecling trougl—]. [He will
save People from their sins because Hc is Gocl with us. f’ie is soO
imPortant that a star marked His birth. r"‘le is so imPor’cant that

angels from [Heaven announced [is birth and People came to see

Him.”



Vera and her Fami]g looked out from their front Porcln at the sk3~§it
manger scene in their front 3ard with the Babg Jesus at the center
surrounded bg [is mother, Joseph, shephcrds, and animals.

“Merry Christmas!” she HCHCC“

E_nd



Kingclom Tales f Fage I279

John 1:1-5 (F.SV)

“//7 the bcg/hn/hg was the Word, and the Word was with (God, and
the Wordwas (God. 2 [FTe was inthe llye‘g/hlvl}zg with (od. 3 A// ff/7/r{g5
were made t/7roug/7 /7'/'/77, and without [Tim was not any t/whg made
that was made. ‘/'/n [7im was //fc, and the life was the //g/7t of men. 5
T/’m //g/ﬂ' shines in the c/ar,éncss, and the darkness has not overcome
it

John P14 (ES\/)
“ Ana’ the Word became Hesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen

/ 7/'5 g/ory, g/ory as of the on/y 50/7 from the /: at/mr, full of. grace and
truth?

i John 1:1-3 (.SV)

« T hat which was from the écg/hm'ng, which we have heard, which we
have seen with oureyes, which we looked upon and have touched with
ourhands, concerming the Word of life— 2 the life was made manitest,
and we have seen /t, and tcgtf@ to it and Proc/a/m to you the eternal
lite, which was with the [ather and was made manitest to us— 3 that
which we have seen and heard we Proc/a/m also to you, so that you

too may have fello W5/7/p with us; and indeed our )[c//owsﬁfp is with the
[ather and with [fis Son_Jesus (hrist”
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& KIN GDOM TALES

nce upon a time, Tom Turkeg looked at what everyone
Oelse was c{oing and thought, “They’re all a bunch of
turkegs.”

What was everyone else doing’.’

All of his ncighbors were Preparing for the annual ] hanks [Test and
cach of them was preparing his or her favorite dish to share with the
community. The annual T hanks [Fest wasjus’c that... a festival of
thanks. Bﬁ the end of the clag, all of the turkegs would gather in the
center of the farm garc{ for a massive celebration of thanks. Tl’lcrc
would be games, Fireworks) beak staring contests, and so much more.
Thcg would all sit at one large Iong table and enjoy each other's

company and share in a time of thanks.

T om wasn’t so sure he had angthing about which to be thankful. [He
thought about it and l’lCJUSt couldn’t come up with anything. r"‘le
didnt feel thankful emotions in his heart. Hc didnt have thankful
t}-xoug}-xts in his mind. | here was nothing thankful in his drumsticks
either. 50, T om decided he would walk around to see what other

turkegs were doing.



T omwalked around and found (Gizzard and (Giblet, two turkeg twins,

hard at work making their favorite aPP]e Pie. Theg farmed an aPP]e
orchard togcther and it looked like they had harvested every aPP]e
off of every tree that theg had in their orchard. Thcg had a I’)uge Pi!e
of aPPlcs between them and both (sizzard and Giblet were Furious]g
Peeling aPPles. APPIC Peels were ﬂﬁir\g everywhere. The sweatjust
Pourcd off of them. Thcirapp]e Pic was famous all overthe farm 9arcl

and he was glad to see it would be at the T hanks [Test, but he didn't
understand whﬂ theﬁ were working 50 harc{.

Tom Turl(cg laughcc{ out loud.

Gizzarcl and Gib]ct looked at !aughing T om. Théy were both
Puzz]@d. “Whg are you laughing?” Gizzard asked.

“You both are workirxg so hard... and for what?”

Giblct answered without any hesitation, “We are working so hard
because we want to make the biggest appie Pie that has ever been
made. We want one Pie to feed the whole farm garcl. ]t will be a
spectacle, but not for us. You see, when we serve the biggest aPPlc

Pie ever madc, we are going to read a poem that tells PeoP]e wl—rg we

did it.”

Gizzard asked, “Do you want to hear the poem earlg?”
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“Sure,” | om rep!ied with a Puzz]ed look on his beak.

Gib]et stretched himself as tall as he could and cleared his throat:
“Apples APP]CS Applcs
APPICS APPICS APPICS

APPIes APPles APPles
God Alonc gave us Apples.”

A silent moment Passecl.
“ls that the whole Pocm?” Tom asked.

Gizzard rePlicd, “No, that isjust his part. [Here is my part. Gizzard
stretched himself as tall as he could and cleared his throat:

“Give thanks to the LORD) call on His Name; make known among
the nations What [He has done.”

“50, let me get this straight,” T om askedina ri&iculing manner, “You
are making the biggest apple Pie that anyone has ever made because
you want everyone to know that God gave us all aPPles?”

“Yes,” the turkeg twins answered in unison.

“That is s0 clumb,” T om said as he walked away laughing.



“Thatis a sad excuse for a turkeg right there,” the twins said to each
other. Then theg went back to Pce]ing Peeling Pee]ing aPPles for
their Pie‘

T om next found O]cl Snood mumb]ir\g to himself and s’coking a fire
which heated up his baking oven. Old Snood was a baker. All over
the opemair kitchen were little cakes in the shape of a heart. T here
must have been a hundred little hear’&shaped cakes. Thcre were
chocolate ones and vanilla ones and what looked like Pumpkin ones.
[Heart cakes cvcrgwhcre. And Old Snood wasjust mumbling to
himself.

Tom could not make out what Old Snood was mumb]ing.

HC movcd closcr.
HC moved CIOS@I’Z

HC moved ClOSCF.

Fina”g, T om could hear what Old Snood was mumbling. He was
saying the same Phrase over and over and over again. [1e was

mumbling, “Ciive thanks to the LOKD, for e is good; [His love

endures forever.”

“(Hive thanks to the LOKD, for e is goocl; [His love endures

forever.”
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“(hive thanks to the | ORD, for [He is goo&; [His love endures

forever.”

“(hive thanks to the | ORD, for [He is goo&; [His love endures

forever.”

T om could not Figure out why Old Snood was_just mumb!ing that to
himself over and over. [1e was an old turkcg and a fine baker, but this

wasjus’c weird.

[irst the turkcg twins and now Old Snood. Evcrgonc was
Preparing for the Thanks [Test and had (hod on their mind. thj
would theg kccp God ontheirmind ata dag oFtl‘xanksgiving? Gizzard
and Giblet worked hard in their orchard. OH Snood got up carly
and baked each clag. Theg worked hard and go’c what theg deserved.

T om could not bring himself to interrupt OH Snood from his labor
of love, even though he thought the old bird was weird and crazy and
was wasting his time. e just backed away from mumbling Old

Snoocl and began to ]augh at the old turkey for wor‘cing so hard to
lﬁigHig!’xt the love of (God in his life.

“That is s0 clumb,” T om said as he walked away laughing.



O]d Snood Paused for a moment when he heard the laugh looked
bac‘(, and said to himschc, “That is a sad excuse for a turkeg right

there.”

T om walked around and around the farm 9arcl for hours and found
all of the turkeys hard at work. Uncle Caruncles was making his
famous corn and winter nut chowder. [1e was stirring and stirring and
every few minutes he would add spices and take a taste and say,

“That’s not goocl enough for Him.” T om assumed the ‘Him’ Uncle
Caruncles was tandng about was God.

Whg would someone work so hard in thankfulness to Gocl?

Hc then found Spur, who could not cook or bake or BBQ/or make
any ’cﬁpe of Food, making signs that read, ‘Eat mor Beexc.’ He wasn’t

sure wha’c ’chat was about.

Beside SPU" was another turkey named Frani(g Fea’cher who was
composing a list of item after item and turkey after turkeg and
situation after situation that he was thankful for. r‘ie putone item on
an index card and was stacking them in front of him. e had a tower
of over 100 cards! Tl’le stack was so !’xigh thatitwas swagingthis way
and that. A gust of wind sent Fran‘cg ]:eather’s stack of
thankfulness toPP]ing over onto him and he was covered in

t}ﬁanuulness cards.
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“Thatis so dumb,” T om said as he walked away laughing.
ylaughing

“That is a sad excuse fora turkeg right thcre,” Frankg Feather said
to Uncle Caruncles and Spur.

Tom Turi(ey walked all over the garcl the whole claﬁ obser\/ing all the
other turkcgs and their Prcparations for the Tl‘ranks i:cst. E_ach
one was thankful for somctlﬂing. Each one was trying to show their
thankfulness to Gocl insome way. Tomjus’c clidn’tget it. He laughed
and lauglﬂed at cach of his fellow turlccgs.

Fina”y, the time of the Thanks [Test came around. Turkegs from all
over the farm yard were gathcrimg for the Tlﬂanks ]:cst. Thc very
]ong table was set up and all the turkégs took their P]ace. Each
turkeg sat reaclg to gobblc gobble up the food in front of them. On
the table were all of OH Snoocl’s heart cakes. Tkere was snake-
cyccl stew and chocolate covered grasshoppcrs. T here were bowls
of snails and s]ugs and worms for every tur‘«ty to eat. ]t was a fest to

be remembered!

Thc Granc} Wattle stood at the head of the table and cleared his
throat. A” of the turkeys went silent and looked to the Granc!
Wattle. He was their leader.

[He would share good wisdom with them all. T he (Grand Wattle
looked out at them all and said: “NowJ our God, we give You thanks,



and Praisc Your g]orious name. Dut who am |, and who are my
Peoplc, that we should be able to give as generous]g as this?
E_vcrything comesfrom YouJ and we have givcn You on]g what comes

from Your hand.”

The (srand Wattle said this and all of the turkegs nodded their

heads in agreement.

The Grand Wattle asked the turkegs to repeat with him his words
so that thcg would sink into their hearts. Thcg repcated the words:
“Now, our (God, we give You thanks, and Praisc Yourg!orious name.
Bu’c who am ], and who are my People, that we should be able to give
as gcncrouslg as this? Evcrgthing comes from YouJ and we have

givcn You onlg what comes from Your hand.”

All of the turkegs around the table understood that giving thanks to
Gocl was not a Privaté matter, but is an activity that must be Public
and not hidden. What good is thanks if it is not shared out loud?! A”
of the turkc\tjs around the table understood that of the many things
given to them by God, His love and gooclness marked their lives in

many Places. Theg also all understood that evergthing on the table
was from the hand of Gocl.

We”, cxcePt Tom Turiceg.
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Tom wasn’t sure what to think or feel. Hc had spcnt the whole daﬁ
making fun of all the rest of the turkeys. Now it was time for the
Thanks Fest and everyone was gushing with thankfulness excePt

Tom.

V\/ith aring of the dinnerbell bg the (5rand Wa’ctle, everyone dug into
their food. Evcrgonc commented on the tastiness of the s]ugs. The
snake~cge soup was not to be missed. The heart cakes were a hit!
Every bird even loved the turkey twins’ poem and loved their aPPle
Pic even more. All of the turkcgs were eating and having their fill.
There was ]aughter. Thcre were stories being told. Good food and
good conversation was being had up and down the table.

Wc”J exccpt for Tom Turkeg.

Every bite he ate tasted sour in his mouth. [e ate stew and soup
and cakes and Pics. A” of it sat very sour on his stomach. Thc
]aughter around him hurt his ears. The sourness of his stomach now
matched the sourness of his mood. | om did not think he could last a
moment longcr at the big long table and he ran from the table in an

awful hurry,

Tom wandered around the farm 3ard for a few minutes and then he
heard the fireworks starting. A” of the oohs and aaahs made their
way to his ears. [He could harc”g stand it. e then heard another
turlceg aPProaching him.



]t was the Grand Wattlc.
T om stood up strait.

“T om,” the (Grand \/\/attlc said, “| hoticed you left the table. Wl’\g?”

Tom looked at the (5rand Wa’ctlc and decided not to lie. “] feel
awful. | feel sick. | feellike this whole dag isjust a waste.”

The Grancl Wattle looked at Tom and saicl, “]t sounds like you are
sugcring from an ungratmcul heart. An ungratmcul l’mcart, believe it or

not, is a maladg that leaks out all over a turkcg and attacks his
Feelings, thoughtsJ and even his sPirit UngateFu]ness is one of
those tl‘xings that canjus’t grow and grow inside us.”

“Whg am ] ungratelcul?” Tom asked the old wise Grancl Wattle.

“Thcrc are several reasons that might be Possiblc,” the wise bird
Ponthcicatecl, “Magbe you are comParing 3ourseIF or your life to
others and you are envious of them. Magbc you have a great sense
of self-entitlement and you feel you deserve all you have or all you
want. Magbe you have expcricnced heart-ache and now your heart
is always on guarc] andis hard. Magbe you dor’t realize the true value
of whatis around you or who is around you. Magbe you’re a sPoi!ed
brat. Magbc all you see around you are unfulfilled needs in Hourlhce.
Magbe you have unrealistic expectations of 3oursel1c and other

tu rkey s.”
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“] am not sure Tom,” the Grand \/\/attlc continued, “but whatever the
seed of ungrate]culness is that has taken root in your hear‘c, you need
to get rd of it. Ungra’ce?ulness leads to Pessimism) anxiety,
lﬁopelessnessj a foothold for the Devil, and bitterness.”

The Grancl \/\/attle went back to the long table and the fireworks to
continue to erjog the T hanks [Test.

T om thought about his whole morning and about evergthing he had
seen and heard. As Tom stood therc, he bcgan to surrender his
heart to God. Hc asked GOCJ to thaw the ungratc?u]ness that had

frozen his heart.

He realized from all that the other turkcgs had done that God
deserved thanks.

He realized that God had extended love and goodmcss into his life
which was the true basis for thanksgiving.

He looked around him at the table and turkeys and fireworks and
understood that it all came from (God.

And a seed of thankfulness grew in Tom Turkeg’s heart that dag.

End



i Chronicles 16:34-35 (F.9V)
« O/J, give thanks to the [ ord, for [Fe is ‘gooc/; for [7is steadfast love

endures forever 523 also: “Save us, () (7od of our salvation, and
ga therand deliver us from among the nations, that we may give thanks
to Your /’70[9 Name and g/ory in Your Pra[se.”

(Colossians 3:15-16 (F.SYV)
« And let the peace of (Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you

were called in one boc{g. And be thankful [ et the word of C/w/st
dwell in you r/t/7[9, tcac/ﬁng and admon/'s/w'ng one another in all
wisdom, singing Psa/ms and /7ﬂmn5 and sp/'rffua/ s0ngs, with
thankfulness in your hearts to (od”

i Tl’lcssalonians 5:8 (ESV)
« vae thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of GOG/ in C hrist

Jesus for you.”

2 Timothy 3:2-5 (CL.SV)

«For /ocop/c will be lovers of self, lovers of money, /orouaf arrogant,
a[gusfvc, disobedient to f/SC/}"parcnts, ungratc[u/, unﬁo{g, 3 /763/1‘/655,
unappeasab/c, S/analcrous, without se/ﬁcom‘ro/, f)rufa[ not /ov/ng
gooaf + treac;@crous, rec;é/css, swollen with conceif, lovers of, /o/easurc
rather than lovers of Goa{ 5 ha v/ng the appearance of. god//ncss, but
c/c’nﬂfng ts power. A vord such Pco/o/c.”
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FARALE OF JESUS:
he Loving Fathe

The final Scripture we are going to look at can be found in Luke i5.
Luke i 5 contains three Parables and we are going to look at the last

one Prescnted in the chapter.

We often call it the “Farable of the Frocligal SOH,” but to be hones’c,
thatis a name giventoitin the lﬂeading of most Pibles and not a title

given to it bg Jesus. The Parab]c has many titles actua”g: “The
Farab]e of the Two Brothers,” “The Farable of the Lost Son,”
“The Farabic of the Lovimg f:ather,” and “Thc Farablc of the

o rgiving f:ather.”

] think we could add Perhaps: “Farab]e of the Fig Bog Who (Goes
[Home” or “Farablc of the Olcler Brotlﬂér with an Attitucle Frob]ém”
or “Farable of Whg You Shoulé Not \/\/ant to Be a Fattened
Cal\ci” Ang of those will do.

Let’s read from Luke i5.
Luke 15:11-32 (ESV):
“Anc/ /7’6 53/&/, ”7—/7ch was a man who had two sons. 12 A/?C/ the
younger of them said to his [at/mr, ‘/:at/’mr, give me the share of
property that is coming to me.’ And he dvided his property between
them. 13 /\/oi' many c/ays /atcr, the younger son gatf;erec/ all he had
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and took a joumcy into a far country, and there he sguana/crca’ his
property in reckless //V/hg. 1+ And when he had spent cvcrﬂt/lu'ng, a
severe famine arose in that country, and he écgan to be in need. 15
S0 he went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that
country, who sent him into his fields to feed Pgs 16 And he was
/on(g/n(g to be fed with the Poc/s that the Io{gs ate, and no one gave him
anytﬁlhg,

17 “But when he came to himself. be said, [ Jow many ofmy father's
hired servants have more than enougﬁ breaa{ but / Perfs/; here with
Aunger/ 18/ will arise and gotomy /at/zcr; and [will say to /7//77, “/:at/m/;
[have sinned against heaven and before you. 19 Jam no /ongcr worf/zg
to be called your son. Treat me as one of your hired servants.” 20
And he arose and came to his father. Buf while he was still a /ong way
074{ his father saw him and felt compass/on, and ran and embraced him
and kissed him. 21 And the son said to him, [ ather, | have sinned
aga/nst heaven and before gou. / am no /onger Worf/y to be called
yourson.” 22 Put the father said to his servants, ﬁrfn‘g qutbk{g the
best rozl)c, and put iton /zi'm, and puta ring on his /ianaf and shoes on
his feet. 23 ,4/70/ br/hg the fattened calf and kill it, and let us eat and
celebrate. 24 [orthis my son was c/cac/, and is alive again; he was /ost,
and is found.” And t/mﬂ zécgan to celebrate.

25 “Now his older son was iinaln the ﬁe/af and as he came and drew
nearto the /llousc, he heard music and a/ancfng 26 Anc/ he called one
of the servants and asked what these t/7/ngs meant. Z/A nd he said
to /)/'m) ’Your brother has come, and your father has killed the
fattened calf, because he has received him back sate and sound.” 28



Put he was angry and refused to go in. [is father came out and
entreated /7//77, 29 but he answered his /€9f/7€/} ‘/_oo,é, these mangy
years / have served gyou, and | never c//so/)eyec/ your command, yet
you never gave me a young goat, that | m/g/zt celebrate with my
friends. 30 PBut when this son of yours came, who has devoured your
property with prost/i'utcs, you Lilled the fattened calf for him? 31
And he said to him, < Son, you are a/waﬂs with me, and all that is mine
is yours. 32 Jt was zfl’tt/hg to celebrate and be g/aaf for this your

brother was dead, and is a//vc; he was /osi; and is found”

This Parablc of Jesus has three main People. T he first person is the
younger son who asks for his inheritance ear]y and moves away to live
the way he wants. The second person is the older son who duthcu”g
stays home and works the farm obcdicnt]y and does what s cxpcctcd.
The third person in the Parable is the father of both }3055.
Depencling on who you are or what is going on in your lhce, we are

usua”g drawn to one of them more than the other two.

This Parable of Jesus has two main actions or events. | he first
actionis the younger son rcquesting his inheritance ear!g and Packing
up and wasting all his money on wild living. T he second action that is
important to the story is the response of the father once that young

wild son comes home after utter failure.

Sometimes when we read and meditate on this Parable, we are drawn

to ’che younger son O]C the man because he is rude and unwise ancl
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misuses his inheritance. [f we are honest, some dags we are rude and
unwise. He acts like a Punk and we think he gets what he deserves
for treating his father so Poorly and misusing the b]essing of an early
inheritance. \We see truths in this young man’s life that chasing after
P]easure or wealth or not having a moral center all lead to disaster.
He reaps what he sows and that seems fair. We see an unwise
person wise up after hitting bottom and we understand him. We also
find him more than brave as he leaves the Pig pen and heads home to

deal with his father and the consequences of his actions.

We understand this young man:

* We understand not being content with the life given to us and
Fce]ing restless.

*We understand misusing the blessings we have been given.

*\We understand wising up onlg after Hit’cing rock bottom and having

to live and learn.

Some of the times when we look at this Parable we are drawn to the
older brother because he seems better and more moral than the
younger brother, he is cleFinitc]g more resPonsib]e, and also makes
rea“g good Points to his father with which we identhcg. The
unfairness of the situation and the grace~1ci”cc] treatment of the
wagward younger son by the father sometimes rubs us the wrong way
because itfeels likejustice is not done. (arace and comPassion both
rub us the wrong way if we are honest. Angone whois anolder sibling

and feels like theirgounger sib]inggets away with much identifies with



the older brother. While we notice that this older brother has an
attitude Prob!em) we see him in the right and so we aren’t sure what to
make of his attitude issues because then we’d have to look at our own
attitude Problcms. [He’s a complicated guy in that he is obedient to
his father and yetwe dont like him very much which sometimes makes

us not like ourselves when we see ourselves in him.

We understand the older brother:
* We understand the geeiing that PCOP]€ should always reap what

tl'xcg SOW.
* We understand the mora”g superior gee]ing to other Peop!e who
make obvious bad choices.

* WC understand the decp human need to say “l told you so.”

Everg single time we read and pray on this Parable we are drawn to
the father. He is a great example of fatherhood and ultimate]y gives
us a g]impsc into the character of God and this intrigues us. We see
the fatheron the Porch almostlike he is on the lookout for his lost son
because he sees himwhen heisa long way off. We see the fatherrun
to his son which is not somcthing respectable men did in that c{ay, but
he does it anyway. We sce the fatherembrace his sonin compassion.
We see him celebrate his son returning home which is good and rigl—it,

but also amazing.

T he father is someone in this Parab]e we do not alwags understand.

Actua”y, we think we understand him, but when we rea”g think and
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Ponder and pray, we are more shocked and in awe than angthing else.
This fatheris grace. This fatheris comPassion. To give away a little
of the story... this fatheris a mirror for (od!

* \We are shocked that the father liquiclates assets and hands them
over to his son.

* We are glac{c{enecl to see that the father runs to his son and
embraces him showing Forgivencss.

*\We understand ]oving a child no matter what and wanting the best
for them.

GOD THE. TATHER: We have a father cxprcsscd in this

Parab]e by Jcsus (Christ that shares some similar qualities in that he
as such compassion and grace to reach out to his lost son. e
h h comp d grace t h out to his lost h

Fathér wc]comcs his wagwarcl son home and restoration happens.
This fatheris a gooc{ example for all fathers.

The father in the Parable should make us think about our Heaven]3
Fat}'!er.

We are shocked that the father ]iquic}ates assets and hands them

over to his son. And yet, Romans 5:1-5 (7. SV):
« Tﬁcrc/ore, since we have beenjust/ﬁca/ éﬂ z[aitﬁ, we have pecace with

God t/7roug/7 our /_orc/ Jcsus C/7r/5t 2 Tﬁroug/; [7im we have also
obtained access [y faith into this grace in which we stand., and we
rcjo/cc n /70Pc of the g/ory of (sod. 3 Not on{y t/Sat, but we rejoice



inour su[fcr/hgs, know/n(g that 5u1[7[erfng Proc/uccs endurance, 4 and
endurance Proc/uces character, and character loroc/uces /mpe, 5 and
/zopc does not putusto shame, because (70d's love has been Pour@c/
into our hearts tﬁrougﬁ the /7’0/5 5,0/'/7% Who has been given to us.”

Mai(e no mistake, (God has given us evergt%ing we need. He gave us
His Son. [He gave us [His SPirit. [His Sonjusthcics us bg faith and
His Spirit marks us as [Jis adoptcd children that are part of Hlis
Kingclom (God ]iquicla’cec{ [Heaven for our salvation and gave
evergtlﬂing that we might be saved.

We are glacldenecl to see that the father runs to his son and
embraces him showing Forgivcness. We see in Romans 5:6 (E_S\/)
« For while we were still wcak, at the r/g/;t time C/7r/'5t died for the
un‘goa//y.”

]F Gocl had a Porch, [He'd sit on it waiting {:orgou.

(God is waiting and watcl—\ing for us to hit rock bottom and come to
our senses and have faith enough to trudge home. Wl’léﬂ we do, we
find grace and mercy and compassion and a Father willing to run to
us and embrace us. f:orget any Preconceptions you have about the
Gospcl.‘. this is the Gospel! God runs to us and embraces us even
though we turned our backs on [im in many ways. Cl’lrist died for
the ungodlg!
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We understand Iovinga child no matter what and wanting the best for

them. We see in Romans 5:10~11: “/:or/}fw/ﬁ/@ we were enemies we

were reconciled to Goc/ /Jy the death of /7'/5 5or7, much more, now
that we are rcconc//caf shall we be saved bﬂ / 7’/'5 Ite. 11 A//orc than
t/72t, we also rcjo/cc in(od i'/?/"Ong/7 our[ ord, J@sus C /lr/'si; t/7r0ug/7

W/mm we have now received reconciliation”

T hree times in two verses we see (1od’s best for us... and that word
is “reconciliation.” (hod does not want to be seParated from us, but
instead sent Jesus to die to make a way for what was broken to be

made whole. Qur Heavcnlg [Father has compassion and mercy.
That is the GosPeI! Be reminded that (God has love for us that has

no IDOUH&S.

Mag you know that God, Our f“]eavenlg Father is a goocl
good Father Who has compassion when we mess up, grace

when we Fail, love ur\encling, and gives the best b!essings.



TiPs for Udeerstanc{ing and ]nterpreting Jesus’ Parables

Understand the nature of the Parables: Farables are tools to
compare somctlﬂing Phgsica] to something sPiritual. Jesus
begins several Parablcs }33 saging “The Kingdom of (God is
like..” so e could tie an abstract spiritual or Biblical concept
(the Kingclom of (God) to some’ching more concrete and visible

li‘(C a SCCd oratowerora Farmer.

Ur\dcrstané the purpose of the Parables: Jcsus taught with
Parables for two main purposes: to exP‘ain truth and also to
keep truth hidden. [Jow’s thatfora contradiction! Farables are

meant to make us pray and seek and think and Ponder.

Uriclerstancl the context of the Parables: When reac{ing a
Parable, read the verses before it and those after it to see how
the Parab]e is Presented in its entirety. (Context is very
imPor’car\t.

UHclcrstand that sgmbols and mctaphors cl'langc over time:
Some of the images have meaning to People in Jesus’ time that
are not as easy to recognize for those living and Praging and
scckiﬂg now. | hisis not an insurmountable t!ﬂing... but is worth

noting because language and cultures differ.
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(nderstand that Parab]es usua”g have one point and it was the
Point Jesus was making: The Parable means whatjesus ’cauglﬁt
it to mean. Qur task is to listen to [1im and glean [His meaning
and not a devotional meaning or any other type of meaning

(a“egorg} from the passage. ]t means what it means.

Urxderstand that rePetition, dia‘ogue, and surPrise elements
are often a kcg to interpreta’cion‘ Wl‘;at Pcople said or repea’ccd
words or somcthing unexpected is meant to grab our attention

so we understand the meaning of the storg.

Mag (God Bless You.
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