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From the Pastor’s Desk:  How Do You Love?
February is the month we 

associate with Valentine’s Day 
and love.  After some research 
on Google, I found the following 
explanations for Valentine’s Day:

1.	 Where did Valentine’s 
Day originate?

“Valentine was a priest in 
third-century Rome who defied 
Emperor Claudius II after the 
ruler outlawed marriage for 
young men. St. Valentine would 
perform marriages in secret for young lovers, ultimately 
leading to his death.”  (www.delawareonline.com)

2.	 Why is it celebrated on February 14th?  
“While imprisoned, Valentine cared for his fellow 

prisoners and also his jailor's blind daughter. Legend 
has it that Valentine cured the girl's blindness and that 
his final act before being executed was to write her a 
love message signed 'from your Valentine'. Valentine 
was executed on 14 February in the year 270.”  (www.
interfaithamerica.org)

Valentine's Day has turned into a commercialized 
day of giving and receiving cards and chocolates to 
remind another that you love them, but it should be 
much more than that.  It could serve as a reminder of 
the importance of love in both human relationships 
and spiritual practices. Perhaps, it should be celebrated 
more than just one day a year.  In fact, shouldn’t love 
be expressed every day of the year and often?  If it 
was, then we wouldn’t need a special day to remind 
ourselves to love one another. 

Love expressed in the scriptures comes in four 
kinds.  Greek actually has four different words for 
our one word ‘love’.  They are: Agape (unconditional 
divine love), Philia (brotherly love or friendship), 
Storge (family love or affection), and Eros (romantic 
or passionate love).  Each of these kinds of love 
represents a distinct kind of love relationship, and all 
are described in the scriptures. 

The one most often used in wedding ceremonies 
comes from 1 Corinthians 13:

“If I speak in the tongues of humans and of angels 
but do not have love, I am a noisy gong or a clanging 
cymbal.  And if I have prophetic powers and understand 
all mysteries and all knowledge and if I have all faith 

so as to remove mountains but 
do not have love, I am nothing.  
If I give away all my possessions 
and if I hand over my body so 
that I may boast[a] but do not 
have love, I gain nothing.

Love is patient; love is kind; 
love is not envious or boastful or 
arrogant or rude. It does not insist 
on its own way; it is not irritable; 
it keeps no record of wrongs;  it 
does not rejoice in wrongdoing 

but rejoices in the truth.  It bears all things, believes all 
things, hopes all things, endures all things.  Love never 
ends.”

Interesting  fact  though.  This ‘love’ is not eros 
(romantic or passionate love).  The love Paul writes 
about here is agape love (unconditional divine love).  
Paul is writing to the Corinthian church, addressing 
the problems they have in working together.  Paul is 
not writing about love as a mere feeling or an attitude.  
Rather, this ‘love’ is the generic name for specific 
actions of patient and costly service to others.  Richard 
Hays writes in his commentary on First Corinthians 
“Interpretation”, p. 222, “If we attend closely to what 
Paul actually says in this chapter, all sweetly sentimental 
notions of love will be dispelled and replaced by a 
rigorous vision of love that rejoices in the truth and 
bears all suffering in the name of Jesus Christ.”  Imagine 
that kind of love with your spouse or your loved one!  
Now think about that kind of cruciform love with each 
person in the congregation!  What a beautiful work we 
could do together if everyone rejoiced in the truth and 

(continued on page 2)
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News

   Pastoral Acts

Publisher’s Note:  The Council minutes 
are editted for space. Ask a Council 
member if you want to know more.

endured all suffering in the name of Jesus for the other.  

Without this kind agape love, we are a noisy gong, 
a clanging cymbal.  Nothing of value or worthwhile 
materializes from just noise.  Without agape love, we 
are nothing, and we gain nothing.  To make God’s 
kingdom a reality now, we need show agape love for 
one another by living as disciples of Jesus.    On this 
Valentine’s Day, let’s reflect on the kind of ‘love’ we 
show to one another.  If it is not agape love, what do 
we need to change in our behavior so that our love 
rejoices in the truth and bears all suffering in the name 
of Jesus?

Let us pray for those who are in love and are 
considering marriage that their love for each other will 
be agape love.  

In Christian Agape Love,
Happy Valentine’s Day,
Pastor Debbie

Citation:  Hayes, Richard (1997).  First Corinthians: 
Interpretation: A Bible Commentary for Teaching and 
Preaching.  Westminster John Knox Press, Louisville, KY. 

(continued from page 1)

Reports
Treasurer: Scott requested that a line item be added 

for the Mission and Discipleship income and expense 
reports on Power Church. Dee to make that request 
of our bookkeeper. A generous gift from a member 
allowed our finances to break even for December.

Mission & Discipleship: Kristine reported on the 
completion of the clothing ministry facility, the Holiday 
Bazaar with an appearance by the Grinch and Santa. 
Both were very favorably received by our shoppers. 

Social Ministry: Plans are in place for New Year's Eve 
featuring a balloon drop, crafts and refreshments. A 
request to support Red Lion Roars with the Nitchkey 
Field improvements was met favorably and two 
council members will do so.

Music and Worship: One service of carols and 
readings will be at 10 a.m. on 12/29.

Parish Ed: Jesse Tree will be the topic for Advent 
Sunday School. 

Property: Mark reminded Dee to order light bulbs 
for him. Dee reported on repairs to the Food Pantry 
boiler panel. 

Music: nothing to report on the piano

New Business
-A discussion concerning the use of CHB funds and 

the explanation of designated/restricted vs. liquid 
funds. 

-A discussion around future income planning and 
stewardship was introduced by Larry. He will be 
leading that process.

-Pastor spoke of the Rev Daubert report and the 
status of his reporting. She will follow up with him. 

-Pastor reviewed Chapter 11 of our constitution and 
the responsibilities of elected Council officers.

February 16: Winter Fun Day 
at Kirchenwald  from 1-6:00 p.m. 
Experience Winter Fun Day at 
Kirchenwald.  Bring your family or 
youth group for a winter adventure. 
Enjoy tobogganing on Kirchenwald’s 

award-winning run, ice skating on the lake, hiking, 
and hot chocolate by the lodge fireplace. A free will 
offering is accepted. Come for a fun-filled afternoon of 
outdoor winter activities!

Lutheran Camping 

Funeral:  Estella Bucher passed away on 
January 8.  A service was held on January 
18 at the church.  Estella is interred at New 

Harmony Presbyterian Cemetery in Brogue.

Ministry for December:
-Continuing Ed:  Immigration Workshop
-Held Advent Studies on Wednesday nights "The 
Marvel and Miracle of Advent".
-Met with 18 South leaders to discuss working together 
-Organized the youth video skit for Christmas Eve
-Organized Christmas Caroling and Fellowship
-Wrote Christmas Cards to all the shut-ins
-Held Christmas Eve services at 5 p.m. and 10:45 p.m.
-Hosted a dinner for 16 who didn't have any other 
place to share a Christmas Eve dinner



Tom's Valentine Collection
The February Showcase features the 

early 1900's German Mechanical Valentine 
Collection of Tom Smith.  Many are hand-me-
downs from the family and friends over the 
last 50 years.

Others were added to the collection when 
they became available at Flea Markets.  You 
will notice that Red was not the dominate 
color in those days. 

We are looking for you!  If you have a hobby or 
collection that you would like displayed in our 
display case, please contact one the following people:  
Janet Murphy (janmurphym@verizon.net), Keith 
McCleary (kmccleary300@hotmail.com), Peggy Ericson 
(pericson855@gmail.com). We look forward to hearing 
from you.
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Want to Receive The Beacon
Electronically?

It’s Easy!
Just email your address to the publisher:  

swimmerjenusa@yahoo.com.
We’ll take care of the rest.

What’s in the display case?

discovery & Connection 
schedule

Book Club

Discovery and Connecting sessions 
are meeting from 10-10:30 a.m. 
Everyone is invited to share in the 
lessons that are presented. We have 
three groups for our children. One 
group is for children from Pre-K-2nd 

Grade. The second group is for 3rd-5th graders. Our 
third group is for 6th-9th graders. Our adult session 
will meet in the Welcome Center for the following 
lessons:

February 2: No meeting due to Congregation Meeting
February 9:  Cross Generational Session Making Cards
   for Shut Ins. (This session will be for all the groups in 
   the Welcome Center.)
February 16:  The Wired Word 
February 23:  The Wired Word

Our book for the month of 
February is The Half-Stitched 
Amish Quilting Club by Wanda 
Brunstetter.  Goodreads.com has 
this to say about the book:

“Join the club of unlikely quilters who show up 
for Amish widow Emma Yoder’s quilting classes. 
A troubled young woman, a struggling couple, a 
widower, a rough and tough biker, and a preacher’s 
wife make up the mismatched lot. But as their 
problems begin to bind them together like the scraps 
of fabric stitched together in a quilt, they learn to open 
up and lend a helping hand. Is this what God had in 
mind to heal hurting hearts and create beauty from 
fragments?”

Our group meets every third Thursday of the month 
in the Welcome Center at 6:30 p.m.  We are meeting 
on the 20th.  If you want a copy of the book to join us, 
contact Geri Jacobs or Jen Rudolf.  We have an account 
with the York County Public Library to borrow the 
books we read.  If you love reading, join us!

Happy February Grace!!!

Last year was my induction into Council and I 
have been able to experience God’s Grace and mercy 
working with other Christians in the mission of our 
church. This January I was asked to be President of 
Council. After much reflection and God’s calling to 
fulfill this position, I accepted. With your support we 
will take Grace Lutheran Church to new heights. 

Initially, I joined Council to meet the need of having 
a member on board. It has been a Christ inspired 
privilege to serve on this committee and watch and 
participate in the outreach programs that were started 
many years ago. As times are ever-changing, I have 
watched these outreach programs grow and evolve to 
meet the needs of our community in the church and 
beyond our doors. 

My blended family was in search of a church that 
promoted all types of worship within the Lutheran 
Church. We started our search in 2006 and became 
members in 2007. We were very impressed with the 
food pantry and clothing ministry and other activities 
that included our three children. The support we 
received in times of difficultly, kept us coming back. 
After retiring from thirty-seven years of teaching in 
Maryland, I wanted to do something that God was 
calling me to do, but coronavirus blocked my path. I 
went to work part time, but found that lacking in what 
God was calling me to do. And that is when the HOLY 
SPIRIT moved me to respond to Joe Turek’s request for 
council member positions to be filled. 

My other involvements at Grace Lutheran Church 
include Bible Study and Fiber Arts. Outside of the 
church, I am self-taught in several hobbies. If it has to 
do with yarn or thread, it has my attention: counted 
cross-stitch, crochet and knitting. Currently, I am 
trying my hand at repurposing old costume jewelry 
and old ephemera. I am an enthusiastic tea party 
host and participant and have many teacups. I would 
gladly invite you into my home for a tea party if you 
were interested.  I also love fur babies. 

My mission is to see us all grow in faith. 

Beth Hollingworth 

A message from your new 
Council President
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Several of the congregation braved the uncertain 
weather and gathered to hear the report from our 
consultant, Dr. Rev. Dave Daubert.   Others joined 
online.  Dr. Dave opened with using the miracle of 
Feeding the 5000 to speak about where we are now 
and what we are trying to do as a church.  He added 
insights about when feeling of being overwhelmed by 
nature, Luther taught hope.  We need to be realistic 
AND optimistic.  98% of any success is attitude, and 
our attitude towards the past, present and especially 
the future is what we need to focus on.  He went on 
to divide his report into three sections:  Purpose, 
Principals and Priorities.

Purpose:
As a result of all the surveys, interviews and the 

retreat in the fall, we now have a purpose statement:

“Gathered by God’s love in Christ – we love one 
another and share that love with our neighbors.”

Our purpose must be a part of all we do and how 
we go forward.  We are now saying this as a way to 
remember our purpose and to prepare for worship 
each week.

Principals:
-Engaging the community means creating 

relationships.  We give a lot to the community and is 
something we do well, but this will not lead to anything 
more than one-way transactions.  Giving food, clothing, 
events to the community creates a feeling of “haves 
and have-nots”.  Being WITH the community and not 
FOR them will invite our neighbors to worship with 
us.  Our opportunities to grow will be in relationships 
that are on-going, not just one-time giving.

-We need to serve and not just be spectators.  
Currently, our church is largely run by a handful of 
volunteers and Pastor Debbie.  Dr. Dave reminds 
us that leadership from the top down in the form of 
a leader and a few volunteers will not work.  It also 
breeds critical attitudes and even passive resistance 
to success.  Every member needs to look deep in their 
heart and have an attitude of serving. The church of 
the future needs to have everyone pitching in.  

- The past attitudes of volunteering and then retiring 
is not going to work today.  A sustainable model also 
means rethinking much of what we do now and not 
making assumptions based on the past.

Priorities:
-Treat people like humans on equal footing, rather 

than giving one-way to those in need.
-We need to seriously rethink how we fund our 

church:  stewardship, grants, and repurposing parts of 
the building need to be given open-minded prayerful 
consideration.

-Negative attitudes are not helpful.  Comments or 
suggestions should be delivered in a spirit of lifting us 
up, not tearing us down.  When we are discussing how 
we are going to renew the church, our attitudes should 
be “grounded in hope,” not thinking of suggestions 
and opportunities as “it’s not going to work.”

-Stewardship IS discipleship.  It means caring for 
your needs and the needs of others through being both 
careful and aware.  This is the key.  

-Communication in the church needs to feel like 
there are equal relationships, a neutral attitude about 
change, and making needed changes so everyone can 
understand and adjust as much as possible.

Stewardship:
Since  choosing to be a church member in 

contemporary society is a choice and not a requirement 
as it was in the past, people will come and be a part only 
if church feels meaningful.  Being a Christian means 
wanting and choosing to be transformed by Christ.  
Transformation means being willing to be “messed 
with.”  We all come to church to be changed by the 
word of God.  Jesus enticed people to follow him and 
that is true today as well.  

Stewardship is an investment in that transformation, 
not just a duty or a donation.  Donations feel like a 
transaction.  You are the church, so when you give, you 
are investing in your identity as a Christian.  Investing 
‘time, talent and treasure’ in the church is investing in 
you!  We all have to see it that way.

The G’s of Giving:
We need to change our attitudes from feeling entitled 

or “it’s mine” to “I am Grateful and I want to give.”  
Be Generous and ask Guidance from God about 
your giving.  Ask him what you are thankful for, and 
what God wants you to do.  Pray about how you can 
be the person God created you to be and give with 
that in mind.  This isn’t just about money.  It’s about 
participating, joining, supporting and unifying with 
our church community.  When you contemplate your 
giving, spending time assessing what you can do and 
what needs to be done, implement and engage by 
having an attitude that we are “the eyes and heart of 
God.”

To keep our church living, we all need to come for 
more than just the services, but because it transforms 
us for the better.  

See the next page for the summary Dr. Dave created 
for us.  Please spend time contemplating the ‘Thoughts 
for Discussion’ section.

ReBuild Retreat
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Grace Lutheran Church: Ministry Strategy  
PURPOSE STATEMENT: 

“Gathered by God’s love in Christ – we love one another and share that love with our neighbors” 
GUIDING PRINCIPLES 

When you see us at our best you will see us: 
• Growing spiritually as we seek to follow Jesus in all we do 
• Caring and loving each other and our neighbors  
• Willing to change, putting aside personal preferences for the sake of the congregation and our shared work in 

the world 
• Engaging the community around us to build relationships and partnerships with our neighbors 
• Serving joyfully as we do God’s work to love and care for those most vulnerable around us 
• Inviting and accepting people to provide a safe and meaningful space for people to explore and participate in 

the life of the church 
PRIORITIES 

To do this work we have the following priorities for our work: 
• Fostering healthy communication and connections in order to create a supportive, positive and engaged faith 

community that shares in the ministry of the church 
• Engaging people’s time and talent in order to empower people to positive participation and use their gifts for 

the sake of God’s work in and through the church 
• Working to match our resources with a sustainable model for ministry in ways that increase the stewardship 

of our people, the best use of our facilities, and the best model for staffing and ministry together 
• Providing support for people with economic challenges including food, clothing, and housing while working 

to alleviate poverty in our community. 
• Working with youth to build healthy relationships, meaningful activities and aid in their development as they 

move toward adulthood. 
• Building supportive relationships with and for seniors in the church and in the wider community 

 
A FEW MORE THOUGHTS FOR DISCUSSION: 
Having looked at the congregation’s finances, walked about every inch of its facility, and seen the local community 
around it, I have some thoughts about ministry concerns in addition to the ones directly from the retreat. 

1. There is a genuine commitment to feeding people and helping people.  with other low-income struggles 
seems genuinely important and the work being done seems to be important to the people of the congregation 
who are staffing it. 

2. The financial picture is somewhat overwhelming. The offerings are not close to sustaining the ministry. There 
are number of factors – many related to low-income streams. But the budget may have room for some 
noticeable improvements with strategic cuts. I’d have to ask more to know for sure about specifics. But using the 
reserves to stay alive longer without facing this reality is not helpful and may even pose some ethical and 
stewardship questions.  

3. The building is very large in proportion to the ministry. While it is in good shape for the size and age of the 
facility, it is significantly out of proportion to the current needs of the church and its costs and long-term care 
present major issues for the congregation. There needs to be exploration and a separate plan for how to deal 
with the facility questions. NOTE: Even with no building costs the ministry could not support itself on its current 
income stream. 

4. The congregation has an undercurrent that contains some tension about the connections between its past 
and the future. This can be seen in the interactions, heard in the sermon notes, and is reported by leaders. 
Unless it can better set aside personal preferences and listen more clearly for the “mind of Christ” together, they 
will be unlikely to overcome the need for clarity and find the financial resources necessary to sustain itself and 
create new options for its future. 

5. Stewardship is clearly one piece of the puzzle. The congregation needs to have a look at both the results of 
this strategy and its willingness to step up to meet these challenges. This needs to be a focused look at 
willingness, capacity and calling to see if there is a way to grow the resources from the congregation. This will 
not close the entire gap but without it, if the congregation is not willing or able to step up then the issues are too 
large to solve from the outside only. And if the congregation doesn’t have enough passion for the ministry to work 
at this from the inside, there will certainly be even less likelihood of finding people outside the congregation 
willing to pay for it for them. Stewardship is a mandatory piece of any meaningful future for this ministry. 



Each month, The Beacon reports who is 
sponsoring the flowers in the Sanctuary.

February’s flowers:

March’s flowers:
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Wedding Anniversaries

February 
Celebrations

The Beacon is brought to you by:

Chris Jacobs, Editor/Staff Writer
Jennifer Rudolf, Layout/Staff Writer 

Ellen Warntz, Proofreader
Dee Kerr, Proofreader

Birthdays

*We strive to keep these lists accurate.  Please help 
us by calling the office to remove or add names.  

-Thank you

02 – In memory of Ian McCleary by the
        family
09 – In memory of Clark Jacobs by the 
        family
16 – In memory of David Grim by 
        Erma Grim & family
23 – In memory of Peggy Keener by 
        the Keener Family

02 – To the glory of God *
09 – To the Glory of God *
16 – In honor of our children 
        Ryan,  Emily, their spouses & our 
        grandchildren by the Strobeck 
        family
23 – In memory of the Fishel family by 
        Dee Bowles & family
30 – In memory of Atty Samuel Laucks 
        Jr by Dr Samuel Laucks family

06 - Leif & Peggy Ericson
15 - Wesley & Malissa Smith
18 - John & Sandra Fishel
27 - Michael & Carolyn Noll

01 - Kailyn Bennett
02 - Audrey Johnson
03 - Maggie Holroyd
05 - Kelsey Shaffer
07 - Vickie Grove
08 - Abby Kuhn
08 - Morgan Lloyd
11 - Georgia Buckingham
12 - Oliver Hanzlik
13 - Camden Manahan
14 - Cohen Manahan
14 - Madison Shaffer
16 - Alana Haag
17 - Ferne Arnold
17 - Olivia Kicas
18 - Elaina Rudolf
19 - Olivia Benner
21 - Barbara Hartman
22 - Robin Bennett
24 - Donald Anderson
25 - Wesley Mummert
25 - Mark Turek
25 - Natalie Rudolf
26 - Patsy Mummert
27 - Benjamin Kuhn

erma’s inspirations
This monthly column is inspired by Erma Grim.  She has a 

life-long interest in Christian inspirational messages, and has a 
large collection from various sources.  Currently, The Beacon is 
working through a book owned by Erma entitled:  Between-Time 
Meditations by Samuel F. Page and published by The Bethany 
Press, St. Louis, MO in 1954

Lift Thou My Soul
Lift thou my soul to some new 

height
Of joy or pain;

Let me breathe deep and fill my 
life,

And go again,
That days ahead be touched with 

power,
O God on high,

To walk with thee each night 
and day – 
Until I die.

-Amen

* If you would like to sponsor this week of 
flowers, call the office for details
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