
Community Announcements Continued… 

• Sheldon Community School Free Summer Lunch Program – June 1-Aug. 14 

at East Elementary (use north door), M – F 11:30 am–12:45 p.m. Kids 18 & 

under eat free! Busing available at in-town bus stops, parents welcome. No 

meals will be served July 3, due to July 4th holiday. For info. call us at 324-2501.  

• 21st Annual Run, Walk & Roll – Sat., June 6, 9 am. Cost - $35 until May 8, $40 

starting May 9, $45 on race day, June 6. Register online or mail your registration. 

Go to www.villagenorthwest.org/events/run-walk-roll to register online.   

• RiseFest Music Festival – Fri., & Sat., June 12-13, 2026. Make memories. Find 

hope. For two days in Sheldon, Iowa ordinary ground becomes holy ground. 

You’ll laugh, you’ll sing. You’ll sit under teaching that challenges you. You may 

even shed a tear. We’ll lift the name of Jesus. Join us @ Rise Fest as we 

celebrate the hope we have in Christ! Go to www.riseministries.com/risefest  

 

 

An Unusual Answer to a Mother’s Prayer 

Linda Jo Peters of Terre Haute, Indiana, felt her “worry button” get pushed when her 

daughter, Esther, called from college with an unexpected plan. Esther explained she 

wanted to go camping alone in a park in southern Illinois. She needed quiet time to 

think and asked her mother for Bible verses to read as she prayed about her future. 

 

Linda knew Esther felt strongly about going, even if it made her uneasy. After the 

call ended, Linda dropped to her knees and began what she later called “a dialogue 

with God.” She closed her prayer with a simple surrender: “I guess you want me on 

my knees that weekend.” 

 

And that is exactly where she stayed. 

 

The morning after Esther’s first night at camp, she called home. She was safe, she 

said, no one had come near her tent. All night long, however, a skunk had wandered 

nearby, circling the campsite. 

 

Later, Linda reflected on the moment with quiet confidence. “There was no way 

anyone with evil intent would have approached Esther’s tent,” she wrote, “while the 

power of prayer, in the form of a black-and-white critter, was circling it.” 

Sunday, May 10, 2026 

Happy Mother’s Day! Let us thank God for our families and pray that all family 

members may grow close in love and respect for one another. May all church 

families also be mindful that we are indeed “members of one another” (Eph. 4:25). 

 

Today at First  

Pastor Brian Dunn leads us in worship today. Today we celebrate Youth Sunday, as 

the Young People participate in the worship service. C.G. #4 hosts coffee fellowship.        

 

Next week, Pastor Brian Dunn will lead our services. We will celebrate the 
sacrament of Holy Baptism as it is administered to Teagan Elizabeth Poppema, 

daughter of Dalton & Kenli Poppema. C.G. #4 hosts the coffee time. 
 

Our Church Family 
We extend our Christian sympathy to Elmer Beltman and his family in the death of 
his sister, Wilma Bootsma from Sibley, on May 3. Her funeral was on Fri., May 8. 

May the Lord grant his comfort to all those who mourn the loss of loved ones. 
 

Nursery Today Phil & Courtney L., Aftyn H.  May 17 Devin & Elissa D.J., Boden K.            
Valet/Security Today Dolan Granstra   May 17 Keith Habben          
Greeters Today Mark & Ruth Kleinwolterink  May 17 Laura Kats 
        
Sound Today Dunn family    May 17 Connie, Josh, Jacob   
Praise Team Today Youth Group   May 17 Laura, Ashley, Shane          
 
Driver – Chr. Ret. Home Today John Kreykes  May 17 Seth Maitlen    
Cookies May 17 Betty K., Lindsey N., Patty N.   May 24 Chris P., Joellen S., Kathy V.           

   

First CRC Announcements: 

• Resource Table – Looking for a book or two for summer vacation? Check out 

the resource table in the narthex. There are several books available for you to 

read and return. If there is a subject you are looking for and it’s not on the table, 

please check with Pastor Brian. 

• Granstra Diaper/Wipes Table – help us welcome the newest member of our 

church family, Morgan Jean Granstra. Bless her family with diapers/wipes and 

don’t forget to put a frozen meal in the church freezer for the family. 

 

http://www.villagenorthwest.org/events/run-walk-roll


Activities This Week 

Sun.  5:00 PM  Evening Worship Service 

Mon.  6:15 PM  Elders meet 

       7:00 PM  Deacons meet 

       7:30 PM  Council meets 

Sat.   8–1 PM  Anna Bootsma - kitchen   

 

First CRC Announcements Continued… 

• Bridal Shower/Gift Cards – we have two young couples getting married this 

summer, Logan Hoekstra & Lilly Henry – June 5 and Shane Habben & Ava 

Nykamp – July 3. Bless these couples by giving them a gift card or cash. 

• The Elders, Deacons & Council Mtgs are moved to Mon. night, due to conflicts. 

• A Congregational Meeting will be held after AM service next week, (May 17). 

This will be to elect Elders/Deacons for the upcoming term. Please pray for the 

following men who have been nominated for the office of Elder & Deacon.  

Elder: Darin Granstra, Mark Kleinwolterink, Chad Petitt, Tom Van Dyke 

Deacon: Luke Bootsma, Jeff Granstra, Jason Hengeveld, Phil Lammers  

For each office we will be voting for at least two. If you are unable to attend the 

meeting, please place your ballot in a signed, sealed envelope in the Clerk’s box 

by the council room by Sun., May 17. Ballots/envelopes are on welcome desk. 

• Lost & Found – please check out the lost & found items on the welcome desk.  

• The Book Club is reading “Sold on a Monday” by Kristina McMorris. Join us in 

discussing it on Wed., June 10, 3 p.m. at the Christian Ret. Home, 2nd flr mtg rm  

• Join us this Memorial Day 7-11 am for a fun and welcoming morning at our 

Annual Pancake Breakfast – Mon., May 25, 7-11 am at the SCS gym. Hosted 

by our 1st CRC Young People, this community favorite is the perfect way to wrap 

up your holiday weekend. Bring your family/friends and enjoy a delicious, 

homemade breakfast featuring fluffy pancakes, crispy bacon, eggs, and your 

choice of coffee, juice or milk. Whether you stay to visit or grab a quick bite, you’ll 

be met with friendly faces and a warm atmosphere. This special event is a 

freewill offering fundraiser supporting our youth group, helping them grow in faith, 

service to others, and build lasting memories together. Come hungry, connect 

with your community, and help make a difference – we’d love to see you there!  

 

 

Sheldon Christian Announcements: 

• K-5th Grade Musical – Tues., May 12, 6:30 p.m. at Sheldon Christian School. 

• 8th Grade Graduation – Thur., May 21, 7 p.m. here at First CRC. 

• Annual Society Meeting – Wed., June 10, 7 p.m. in the school cafeteria. 

 

SCRIP Schedule for the Month of May 

If you would like a bill to be taken care of, please attach a copy of the bill with your 

SCRIP order or email/text Kelsie a copy. Businesses like to see a bill come back 

with the payment. Greatly appreciated! 

The SCRIP-TO-GO (Scrip on hand) will be available during office hrs/school days – 

not available on Thursdays! Contact Kelsie if you have questions on your orders. 

Kelsie De Jong call/text (712) 470-0086 email: sheldonchristianscrip@gmail.com 

 

Orders due:    Orders ready for pickup: 

Mon., May 11, 9 am   Friday, May 15 

Mon., May 18, 9 am   Friday, May 22 

Mon., May 25 – No SCRIP this week! Memorial Day Holiday 

 

Unity’s Graduation 2026 – Tue., May 19, 6 pm in the Knight Ctr. The ceremony will 

be streamed on our YouTube channel. 

 

Western Christian Announcements:  

• Positions Open - Custodial Staff, Kitchen Staff (Hrly), Play Director (fall 

performances), SPED Certified Academic Support Coach (2 days/wk). Any leads 

can be directed to Dr. Brian Verwolf, Brian.Verwolf@westernchristianhs.com 

• Graduation 2026 – Tues, May 19, 7 p.m.   

 

Community Announcements: 

• Red Cross Blood Drive – Tues., May 26, 1-6 p.m. here at First CRC – Sheldon.  

• Piano/Organ Concert – Fri., May 29, 7 pm here at 1st CRC w/Mr. Adre Knevel & 

Dr. Michael R. Kearney. Mr. Andre Knevel is an internationally acclaimed 

Dutch/Canadian organist & composer. Dr. Michael R. Kearney is Asst. Prof. of 

Communication at Dordt Univ. and an organist, pianist, and composer. 

mailto:sheldonchristianscrip@gmail.com
mailto:Brian.Verwolf@westernchristianhs.com


May 10, 2026  Morning Worship – Pastor Brian Dunn       9:30 AM 

 

Youth Sunday  

 

Opening Service 
  Call to Worship – Psalm 100:1-5 – Alex Olmos  

   Opening Prayer – Alex Olmos 

  *Opening Hymn:  “How Great Is Our God”  

  *God’s Greeting/Mutual Greeting 

  *Song of Praise:  “As the Deer”  

 

Service of Reconciliation 
  God’s Will for Life – Responsive Reading - Anthony Klyn  

  Silent Prayer of Confession – Josh Petitt 

  Song of Praise:  “How Firm a Foundation” 

  Assurance of Pardon – Psalm 130 - Jacob Van Meeteren 

  Children’s Message – Lacey Petitt 

 

Service of the Word 
  Song of Preparation: “Ten Thousand Reasons (Bless the Lord) 

  Prayer of Illumination – Caiden De Kam 

  Scripture Reading – Revelation 8:1-5 - Gus Dunn 

  Sermon Title:  “The Seventh Seal, Silence and the Golden Censer” 

  Prayer for Application 

 *Song of Praise:  “See, What a Morning” 

   

Service of Dedication 
  Congregational Prayer – Alivia Miller 

  Offering – Aftyn Habben 

 *Song of Dedication: “When Peace Like a River” 

 *Benediction 

 *Doxology:   “My Friends, May You Grow in Grace” 

   

 *Please stand, if able.   

May 10, 2026       Evening Worship – Pastor Brian Dunn       5:00 PM 

                

 

 

We Gather to Worship 
    

   Call to Worship – Responsive - Psalm 106 & Psalm 31 

   Silent Prayer 

  *Opening Hymn:   “Blessed Be Your Name” 

  *God’s Greeting 

   Responsive Affirmation of Faith: Lord’s Day 45, Q & A 116-119  

  *Song of Praise:  “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”  

   Pastoral Prayer 

    

 

We Hear God’s Word 
    

   Hymn of Preparation: “Ancient Words” 

   Scripture Passage: Exodus 5:1-9; 6:1-9; 7:1-13 

   Sermon Title:  “The Warning” 

   Prayer of Application 

 

 

We Respond in Faith 

  
 *Song of Dedication: “Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty” vs. 1-3 

 *Benediction/Blessing 

 *Doxology:    “Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty” vs. 4 

  

 

 

 

*Please stand, if able. 


