
General Conference Updates 
•An international, global body, of 800 representative United Methodists 
met for the past two weeks in Charlotte, North Carolina. These 
representatives are the UMC’s legislative arm, functioning like our own 

form of government.

• Unchanging, as always, are our core beliefs: One living and true God, The Trinity of the Godhead 

as three persons, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, one in power and substance for all of 
eternity.


Legislation of Note 
• Regionalization approved to restructure the denomination by geographic regions

• Reduces General Conference work from being US-centric to global topics

• Needs to be approved by 2/3s of annual conferences in 2025


• Approved deep budget cuts and reduced dollars asked from local churches

• Approved new retirement plan for US clergy

• Full communion partnerships with the Moravian Church (North and South) and Episcopal Church

• Deacons, another group of ordained clergy along with elders, can now administer sacraments

• Approved resolution condemning racial-ethnic discrimination and gender-based violence against 

Asian Americans

• Fossil Free UMC, to divest retirement and other dollars from oil and coal industries, did not pass

• Updated, simpler, global social principles passed; on reproductive rights, it is the same as it has 

been, anti-abortion while acknowledging the need for patient and doctor consultation in certain 
circumstances


• All exclusionary language and bans around LGBTQ people and clergy have been removed, taking 
us to a neutral position, making room for differing opinions on human sexuality along with other 
topics in the denomination


LGBTQ Details 
• Previous bans on same-sex clergy and holding weddings in churches has been eliminated

• Policy added that a district superintendent cannot punish a clergy or church for performing or 

declining to perform a same-sex wedding

• Nothing passed forces a church to receive gay pastor. Clergy make decisions on who to marry

• Total denominational policy goes from non-affirming to neutral, meaning churches and annual 

conferences (ours is ND & SD) decide what they want to do about their own wedding policies and 
clergy qualifications


What does all this mean for Legacy? 
• With the decisions made, UMC is a centrist denomination, making room for a wide variety of 

opinions as we live out following Jesus together

• Realize with all the decisions made, some folks will be very happy and some will be sad

• We are a global denomination that is trying to find unity around the essentials (Christ has died, 

Christ is risen, Christ will come again in a Wesleyan flavor) while navigating individual conscience 
and differing cultures around the world in non-essentials


• In the short-term on weddings, nothing changes; in the long-term, nothing changes unless the Ad 
team modifies our wedding policy


• Our wedding policy will begin to be discussed at the regularly scheduled August 29th Ad Team 
meeting



