
A Word From Mr. Rodewald 

How do we inherit eternal life? How can we come to know God, the 
living God? We shall see that in Biblical teaching, the answers to these 
questions are inseparably linked to our commitment to God. 

Commitment is an action on our part in response to God. There is no 
point talking about commitment unless we have at least the intention to 
commit. Our purpose, then, is to call forth a specific active response to 
God, and not just to increase our head knowledge. I will base this book 
on the Bible, the word of God, and not on human ideas or opinions. Our 
goal is a breakthrough in our relat­ionship with God. As for those of you 
who have already made some kind of commitment to God, my hope is 
that any hindrance that may still stand between you and God will be 
removed. 

Partial Commitment is No Commitment 

Many Christians drag on in the Christian life year after year in partial 
commitment to God. But in the Bible, partial commitment is no 
commitment at all. The Lord Jesus says, “I wish that you were cold or 
hot” (Rev.3:15, HCSB). “Cold” means turning away from God all 
together. Yet in the mind of the Lord, that is not quite as bad as being 
lukewarm—neither here nor there. You may be 80 percent for God and 
20 percent for the world, but the truth is that not even 95 percent is 
good enough for God. He requires of you nothing less 
than total commitment. 

Many Christians are crippled in their Christian lives because of half-
hearted commitment. They don’t exper­ience the joy and peace of the 
Christian life. They can’t communicate with God, and God doesn’t listen 
to their prayers. The problem is that their commitment has not been 
settled: they are not totally committed to God. 
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January 2026 Chapel Info 
 

January Virtue 
 
COMMITMENT - making a plan 
to be like Jesus and putting it into 
practice. 
 

January Chapel 
 
Jan. 6th - Jesus at the Temple 
Jan. 13th - The Lord’s Prayer 
Jan. 20th - The Wise/Foolish Builders 
Jan. 27th - Jesus Chooses Matthew 

 

Weekly Memory Verses 

  

Jan. 6th - 9th Memory Verse 
“For physical training is of some value, but 
godliness has value for all things, holding 
promise for both the present life and the life to 
come.”     1 Timothy 4:8 
 

 
Jan. 12th - 16th Memory Verse 
“Whatever you do, work at it with all your 
heart, as working for the Lord, not for human 
masters, since you know that you will receive 
an inheritance from the Lord as a reward. It is 
the Lord Christ you are serving.”                                  
Colossians 3:23-24  

 

Jan. 19th - 23rd Memory Verse                        

“Love the Lord your God with all your 
heart and with all your soul and with all your 
strength.” Deuteronomy 6:5  

 

Jan. 26th - 30th Memory Verse                        

“Let us not become weary in doing good, for at 
the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do 
not give up.” Galatians 6:9 

Feed the Need Fundraiser 

March 27, 2026 

Trimont will be partnering with The Champion Group to host 

an event that will provide packaged food for Macon County, 

Clayton (GA), Bangladesh and help raise funds for the school. 

All funds raised will help cover costs of packaging food as well 

as for school needs. This is a schoolwide event that will 

require 100% participation of all families. Monthly tuition 

and fees only cover 75% of the annual budget. The other 25% 

is covered by fundraising and donations. Fundraising is a 

critical component to helping keep costs as low as possible. Be 

on the look out for more information to be coming out soon.   

FAMILY NIGHT is FEBRUARY 19th!                              

6:30-7:30 

The Christian Life Does Not Work Without    
Total Commitment 

On the basis of God’s word, there is simply no way to live the Chris­
tian life without total commitment. That is the fact of the matter. It 
is not a matter of theory but a matter of reality and experience. You 
will discover for yourself that the Christian life simply won’t work if 
you don’t commit totally to God. Does God answer your prayers? If 
He doesn’t, then something needs to be sorted out about your com­
mitment. There are even people in full-time ministry who have 
commitment problems, but they realize this only after entering the 
ministry. This is a miserable situation to be in. You may have given 
up everything to serve the Lord, only to find out that you have no 
spiritual power, no joy, and no fellowship with God. Holding back a 
little some­thing for yourself will undermine your commitment. 

All in all, commitment has to do with the most important subject of 
all: our relationship with God. 

During Chapel this month, we’ll look at stories that demonstrate 
how to show COMMITMENT. Teachers and Staff will be on the 
lookout for students showing COMMITMENT throughout the 
month.  At the end of the month, each teacher/staff member will 
nominate a student that he/she feels has shown COMMITMENT or 
has shown great improvement in the area of COMMITMENT.  
Those students will receive the Eagle Character Award, celebrate 
with ice cream and have their picture in the February Newsletter.                      
Classes may have one nominee, multiple nominees, or may not have 
a nominee.  We are looking  for students to really listen to God’s 
and putting it into action.   



New Year, New Heart By Carey Nieuwhof 
 
So it’s a brand new year. Here’s a question to kick it off: How’s your heart? 
 
The heart is pretty vital. It’s what we live out of really; it’s the wellspring of life. Our hearts help us feel the highs and lows,               
navigate wonder and mystery, keep our imaginations stimulated and our dreams alive. It is the place where hope and faith live. 
While I don’t know about you, I have found that the longer I live, the more intentional I have to be at keeping my heart open and 
fully alive. I think that’s true for a lot of parents. When you’re in your twenties, your marriage is fresh, being a parent is cool. . 
.sort of, except for the sleepless nights. But you hit the wall of real life somewhere in your thirties or forties and a natural                     
casualty is your heart. For almost all of us, as time goes on something happens to your heart. 
 
It gets hard. You grow cynical. It stops beating the way it used to. Too many disappointments. Too many people let you down. Too many 
hopes dashed. 
Too much fear that maybe your family isn’t turning out the way you once dreamed. 
 
The signs of a hardened heart start subtly but eventually become hard to miss: You don’t really celebrate and you don’t really 
cry. You stop genuinely caring. What used to be meaningful is now mechanical. Everything that used to be fun is now an                       
obligation. Passion is hard to come by. For anything. Including your marriage. You no longer believe the best about people. 
Even when you meet someone, you’re thinking about what’s going to go wrong, not what’s going to go right. So how do you get 
your heart beating again? Believe it or not, you can get your heart back in 2019. It will beat again. 
 
Here are five ways to renew your heart: 

1. PUSH PAST YOUR FEELINGS. 
Sure, there are seasons where what’s supposed to be meaningful feels mechanical. Do it anyway. Go to work. Kiss your spouse. 
Hang out with your kids. Read your Bible. Pray (even if you feel you’re talking to the ceiling). Just because you don’t feel like it’s 
real doesn’t mean it isn’t real. Eventually, your emotions will catch up to your obedience. 

2. GET SOME REST. 
Fatigue and overwork can numb your heart. Sometimes I find my heart grows hard because I’m not resting. Get eight hours 
sleep for a week. Take a day off and do something you love—like going on a hike, exploring a city or reading a great book. Even 
God took a Sabbath. If you don’t take the Sabbath, the Sabbath will take you. 

3. DON’T OVER-PERSONALIZE YOUR FAILURES AND SUCCESSES. 
My kids remind me all the time that I can take things too personally. They’re right. If your life is going well, it might not be                  
because you’re so awesome. And if things are sputtering, it might not be because your so incompetent. Take the long view. 

4. DECIDE TO TRUST, AGAIN. 
This one is huge. Because most of us are once-bitten, twice-shy, it’s so important to consciously re-engage your heart and trust 
people again. Someone may have hurt you, but not everyone will. Yes, you will be vulnerable, but trust again. God did. And still 
does. Jesus’ arms were wide open when he died, despite the pain of the wounds and the scars. 

5. FIGHT ISOLATION. 
Community is the problem for most of us (it’s hard to get hurt all by yourself). But community is also the solution. You will want 
to be alone. Don’t. Solitude is used by God. Isolation is used by the enemy. Talk to God. And talk to a friend. Find a mentor.                    
Process privately while leading publicly. And yes, sometimes go see a counselor. My very first trip to a counselor over ten years 
ago happened because I realized my heart had gone hard. We were coming out of a very difficult time as a church and it really 
impacted my marriage. The counsellor’s help was providential. Time with a counselor is one of the reasons my heart still beats 
and can still leap and soar today. So those are some ideas that can help you care for your own heart. 
 
I don’t know which method for renewal resonated most with you, but I do know this:  your heart can become new again. 

And one day, you’ll look back on this season when your kids were young and be so thankful you did what you needed to do to get 

your heart healthy again. It’s not just an investment in them - it’s an investment in you. 



Pull me out of the net 
which they have secretly 

laid for me, 
For You are my strength. 

Psalm 31:4 

Announcements 
1.7  Corinne Epperson 
1.8  Emily Makinson 
1.10  Kathy Green (Staff) 
1.13  Ellison Ferguson 
1.17  Colin Rhinehart 
1.18  Madeline Wright 
1.18  Robert Wright 
1.19  Riley Corbin 
1.23  Wilder Brandon 
1.30  Emry Keener 
    
 





The Preschool Press 

The month of January is a time to be excited about what God has in store for us this next 
year. I hope that all of you had a very blessed Christmas and that God showed His love 
for you and your family in a very tangible way. I pray that all of you take the time during 
this New Year to seek God’s guidance and direction for your life and for your family. 
Happy New Year!  
 

30 Even youths grow tired and weary, and young men stumble and fall; 31 but those who hope in the 

LORD will renew their strength. They will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not grow weary, 

they will walk and not be faint. Isaiah 40:30-31 

January Focus 

Themes:  God’s Promises, Winter Weather, 

Jesus Grows Up & Martin Luther King, Jr.   

*Chapel Focus: Book Fair 

There are a lot of books that teach a lot of 

things. But there is only one book that teaches 

the best things - things like how to live for 

God, hear from God, pray to God, and talk 

about God to others. We can find all of those 

best things in the Bible!  

Scripture Focus: John 17:17 

 “Your word is truth.” 

 Jan. 7 - Young Jesus   

 Jan. 14 - Philip    

 Jan. 21 - Paul & Silas                                            

 Jan. 28 - Tabitha & Timothy 

*3s-PreK participate in weekly chapel services, every 

Wednesday from 9:30-9:55 in the K-8 Chapel. We 

sing 3 worship songs with hand motions and watch a 

Bible Story video based on that month’s theme. 

January’s Memory Verses 

“A quiet spirit can overcome even great 
mistakes.” Ecclesiastes 10:4 
  
“For I know the plans I have for you,” 

declares the LORD, “plans to prosper 

you and not to harm you, plans to give 

you hope and a future.” Jeremiah 29:11 

Ms. Betsy 

PRESCHOOL ADMIN. TEAM 

Director - Pete Rodewald 

Asst. Director - Betsy Apel 

Pres. Advisor - Stephanie DuChemin 

(Enrollment/Finances) 

Pres. Advisor - Jessica LiBasci (Staff Training) 



The Preschool Press continued…. 

Reminders for the Preschool Office: Our school doors open at 7:30AM and close at 5:30PM each 

day that we are in session. Children must be in their classrooms no later than 9:00AM on their scheduled days of 

attendance, unless they have a doctor’s note, in which case they must be here no later than 10AM. Please call the 

preschool office at 828.369.6756 anytime there are changes to your child’s drop off and/or pick up time. If 

someone other than the people already on the pick up list is picking up your child, it must be in writing 

prior to us releasing a child to them. Forms are located in the preschool office.  

Mark Your Calendars: 

Jan. 5th - K-8 Closed/Teacher Work 

           Day/Preschool Open 

Jan. 6th - K-8 Open 

Jan. 13th  - PTO Meeting @ 5:30 

Jan. 19th - MLK Day (Preschool Open)

  *KITCHEN CLOSED 

Jan. 29th - K-8 Open House 

Coat/Jacket & Extra Clothes: 

With the weather being cooler and children going outside 2x per day, 

children must have a jacket daily. Please put your child’s name in their 

jacket. Please make sure your child has a change of clothes, including 

socks and shoes, each day. 

NC Opportunity Scholarship                                 

2026-2027 School Year 

ATTENTION PRE-K FAMILIES, 

If your student will be entering Kindergarten in the Fall, 

NC offers a scholarship that awards $3,000 to $7,000 of    

K-8 costs to attend TCA. The priority timeline to apply is 

open February 2nd through March 2nd, but families can 

apply up until August 31st. TCA is proud to offer class 

sizes of 1 to 12-15 compared to the 1 to 20-25 ratio that is 

currently experienced in the public schools.  

TCA Preschool Families have first chance at a Kdg. spot, 

but those spots will fill quickly. Please contact Mr. 

Rodewald for more information.   
 

Join us for our annual K-8 Open House on 

Thursday, January 29th from 5:30 - 7:00.  

Upcoming Events/Dates: 

Feb. 2nd - NC Opportunity Scholarship 

    Application Opens  

Feb. 13th - Valentine’s Day Parties; 

       PJ and Teddy Bear Day   

Feb. 16th - Presidents Day 

 (Preschool Open)  

      *KITCHEN CLOSED 

Please have all children eat breakfast before arriving 
to school each day. With snack time at 9:00 and lunch 
around 11:00, we are seeing an uptick in children not 
fully eating their food, and at times, arguing with their 
teachers and other preschool staff. Thank You! 



January Lunch Menu  


