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Give 3 smile,
Get one back,

Give 3 hug

And see the smile...

It's Happening at Grace

Happy New Year!

As we begin the
new year of our
Lord two-thousand

twenty-four, we |
enter into Epiphany.
The word epiphany
means to uncover
or reveal. Referring
to  the Christian
faith, epiphany is
like an  “ah-ha!”
moment when
Jesus’ personhood is
uncovered or revealed
to us. On the first
Sunday in January,
we will celebrate the
revealing of the Christ
child as the Messiah,
uncovered by the gifts
of the three kings.

Gold is a tribute given to a king. Frankincense recalls
a religious sacrifice. And Myrrh is an ointment used
for embalming a dead body. All of these reveal and
foreshadow the future of this baby born in a manger
to a young betrothed peasant girl. Gold signifies that
Jesus was born a king. Frankincense signifies that Jesus
would be the center of worship, and myrrh signified
Jesus’ death and mourning.

Another interesting fact about this story is that the
magi are from a foreign country and practiced a foreign
religion. Matthew’s portrayal of Jesus is a Savior to the
entire world. At the same time, the appearance of these
magi is a foreshadowing of Jesus’ great commission
to his disciples to go out into “the world” and make
disciples. The good news of Jesus Christ was not just
for the Jews; the good news of the Messiah would be
for the entire world.

During this season, we look for our own epiphanies.
How will Jesus be revealed or uncovered to us?
Where should we look? What will we find? What we
do know is that in worship and in our Bible studies,
Jesus and therefore, God are revealed to us. If you
have not had an “ah-ha” moment about Jesus recently,
then you possibly might need to attend a Bible study.
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What Does EP Phang Kcvea] to US”?

If you can’t make
it because of other
commitments, then
consider holding your
own Bible study with
some trusted friends.
Itis amazing what can
happen when two or
three come together
to study the words of
God.

My prayer for all
of us is that we all,
during the season of
Epiphany, experience
g that moment when
Jesus speaks directly
to our heart and stirs
us into action whether
it be an act of giving,
serving, resting, or worshiping. May we enter into the
sacred space of prayer and listening for that still small
voice of God whispering words of love to each of us.

Blessings for a Happy and Healthy New Year!

Your sister in Christ,
Pastor Debbie
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CHURCLHI

November Meeting
In attendance: Pastor Debbie, Joe T., Dee K., Amy H.,
Mark E., Suzane Y., Kristine C-W., Chris J., Sam L.

Corrections to the minutes are as follows:
*Finance $45,000 Lock money should be CHB money
*Next meeting date corrected to November 9
*Correct the Chris comment to read: Merrill Lynch
non risk account that will receive the liquidated
Lock principal.

President Joe suggested we delay the publishing of
the council minutes in The Beacon by one month until
they are approved by council members.

Committee Reports:

Pastor report: Pastor Debbie shared her attendance at
the Homeless Symposium at Living Word, Dallastown
Area School District DASD luncheon, Halloween on
the Street and one hospital visit.

Treasurer's report: The Food Recovery Infrastructure
Pantry grant has been accepted and should arrive
within two weeks. As for the Lock update: The letter to
terminate the trust was prepared and presented to our
attorney for presentation to the courts to approve the
termination. In addition, the roof replacement invoice
was paid in the amount of $11,075.

Mission and Discipleship Report Food preparation for
home visits is planned.

Music & Worship: Did not meet.

DISCOVERY AND CONNECTION
SCHEDULE

Discovery and Connecting
sessions are meeting in the
Welcome Center from 10 -10:30
a.m. Everyone is invited to share
in the lessons that are presented.
- Here is a list of the lessons for
" January:

January 7: The Wired Word
January 14: The Wired Word
January 21: The Wired Word
January 28: The Wired Word
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Pastoral Acts

Pastor Debbie made twelve shut-in visits
last month.
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Property Report: Video output is now
coming through the Welcome Center TV.
Lighting is updated in the entrance hall and the
welcome center. Pastor presented two requests for
use of the social room (Girl Scouts on January 6 and
The Paddock residents in mid-December for a holiday
luncheon).

Rebuild Report: Witness in worship has been started
and they are currently looking at maximum use of
our building to generate income. After discussing
our Rebuild Project with a Synod rep, an offer to help
finance an outside consulting firm was offered to us.
A motion to approve the use of a consultation firm
was made by Sam and a second was made by Mark.
The motion read as follows; The use of Dave Daubert
Consulting with Synod paying $2,000 and Grace
paying the balance.

New Business: Joe asked the council to start to
encourage people tojoin Sam Laucks on the Investment
Committee. Also, to be prepared to talk about one
thing we are proud of at Grace and what we need to be
proactive about as a Council in 2024.

Kristine reported that we sold 45 T shirts. Free haircuts
are being offered on November 19. A local Dad's group
is looking for a place to meet occasionally for a social
event. Dee will provide Joe with an insurance contact
to talk about our liability for such events. Mug club
will be at Bridgewater in January. Kristine also asked
if we are interested in joining the local Rotary Club.
Tabled until another time.

WHAT'S IN THE DISPLAY CASE?

The January display features
the artwork of long-time church
member, Joe Jacobs. Joe and his wife
Loran are professional artists who
own a gallery in Dallastown. Joe
creates detailed fineart watercolor
paintings of animals, mythical
creatures, and fairy tale images with
| a twist all his own. Joe’s playful
and dynamic style emphasizes his
attention to anatomy and often tells
a story. When you look at an image
created by Joe, you can look for
hours, as it captivates the viewer.

Joe sells his work in his gallery (co-owned with his
wife) at 300 East Cherry Lane in Dallastown or online
at his website: http://joejacobswatercolors.com. Enjoy
a look at his portfolio.



BOOK CLUB

. After taking a month off to
¥ organize holiday cheer in our
&' respective households, the Book
Club is raring to go and itching
to pick up another book. This
month’s choice is Trimmed with
Murder by Sally Goldenbaum. Goodreads.com has this
to say about the book:

“In Sea Harbor the holidays mean cozy fires, festive
carols, and soft skeins of yarn waiting to become hats
and sweaters and scarves. And this year Izzy and the
other Seaside Knitters are also knitting tiny ornaments
to decorate a tree for the first annual tree-trimming
contest.

Their holiday cheer is multiplied when Izzy's
younger brother, Charlie Chambers, unexpectedly
arrives to volunteer at a local clinic. He brings with
him outspoken hitchhiker Amber Hanson, who is
returning to Sea Harbor to claim an inheritance. She
quickly reacquaints herself with the area--and forms
an unlikely friendship with Charlie. But their bond
is shattered when her body is found beneath the
undecorated trees on the Harbor Green.

With Charlie a suspect in the murder, Izzy and her
fellow knitters step in to uncover the truth. It's only by
peeling away long-buried secrets that they can hope to
restore joy to the season, and enjoy the shining lights of
the newly decorated trees.”

If you want a copy of the book, Sally Galdenbunm
see Geri Jacobs or Jen Rudolf.
We meet every third Thursday of %
the month at 6:30 p.m. to discuss =i
the book and enjoy some snacks. S
Everyone is welcome who loves %
to read. We have a relationship
with the York County Library .
system to borrow all of our
books for free, so come and enjoy
a good book this winter!

Trimmed ==
with Murder

VOLUNTEERS ARE THE
BEST BLESSINGS

In the theater world, telling someone to break a leg
meant good luck and success. Well, I can tell you that
for me it meant horrible pain, hospital and rehab stays
for weeks, and having to stay sedated for too much
time. However, I did discover some good luck with
the many volunteers who stepped up to get the social
room ready for food distribution.

There were many hands to volunteer to participate in
the contemporary Christmas Eve Service, give up part
of their holiday to pack up all the things remaining
after the distribution, and volunteer to set up and
participate in the New Years Eve Celebration. I know
that I am like a whirlwind when it comes to getting
things done at church, but witnessing the stewardship
whirlwind that over took our church was something to
experience. The helpers who came forward discovered
that helping with our out-reach missions and working
together with people they didn’t recognize, gave them
asense of joy and purpose. To those disciples who gave
of their time and their energy, I am eternally grateful.
Just being able to visit the social room and see all the
chores completed filled me with relief. Having adults,
youth and children agree to help with my program on
Christmas Eve was so uplifting. Finally, seeing the list
of New Year’s Eve volunteers brought tears to my eyes.

Sometimes it takes a “tragedy” to bring people
together and while I suffered, I believe that God blessed
Grace Lutheran with his love and power to make a
difference in our congregation. May God continue to
bless us... but without another broken leg!!

-Ellen

Share your blessings in whatever
form they come and to whl:m:,;

Went Bo Receive Ghe Bedcon
ElectBronicadlly®
It's Easy!
Just email your address to the publisher:
swimmerjenusa@yahoo.com.
We’'ll take care of the rest.




LUTHERAN CAMPING

' Our local Lutheran camps

do not stop in the winter,
they get busier. Here are
the offerings for January that
you can register for by phone
(717-677-8211) or on the
website at: lutherancamping.
org

January 5-7 at Kirchenwald- Winter Youth Retreat:
Enjoy Kirchenwald in the Winter! Play broom hockey
and other games on the frozen pond. Have fun
sledding, playing snow soccer and other winter games.
Creative Bible studies and worship experiences led by
our summer camp counselors are an important part
of this retreat. Meet new friends and catch up with
your summer camp friends. Other indoor and outdoor
activities may be included, as the weather dictates.

January 14 from 12-2:00 p.m. at Nawakwa- Chicken
& Waffles: Spend a Sunday at camp with a delicious
home-made chicken and waffles dinner. Bring your
sleds (if there’s snow) to work off the calories, as if
camp food actually has calories!

January 14 from 1-5:00 p.m. at Kirchenwald- Winter
Fun Day: Bring your family or youth group and
enjoy an afternoon on Kirchenwald’s award-winning
toboggan run, ice-skating on the lake, or drinking hot
chocolate in the lodge.

January 14 & 16: CampPerson Training Volunteers
needed: In-Person CampPerson Meeting: Jan 14,
from 2-3:00 p.m., at Kirchenwald & Nawakwa AND
Zoom CampPerson Meeting: Jan 16 at 7:00 p.m.
Online training is available from January 14-31, 2024
at:  https://www lutherancamping.org/campperson-
congregation-resources/campperson-online-training/
If you are a new CampPerson for 2024 (or just want to
see our smiling faces), plan on attending the In-Person
or Zoom CampPerson Training. Please RSVP so we
know to expect you!
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ERMA'S INSPIRATIONS
This Quiet Time

This quiet time at end of day
I's made for praise and prayer;
A time to pause- to this- to rest
And feel God’s presence everywhere.

A solemn time, this hour of day;
It brings us face to face
With what we’ve done or failed to do-

Leaves joy or deep disgrace.

A hopeful time is end of day,
For with its sleep and rest
Comes God’s forgiveness for our

wrongs
ce to be our best.

Betwen-Time Meditations by Samuel F. Pugh, Bethany
Press, St. Louis, MO ¢1954.

HOW TO SUBMIT TO
THE NEWSLETTER

We welcome all submissions to the newsletter. The
newsletter is a great place to ask for help, publicize
an event you are planning in the church, tell people
about something you or your family are doing,
thank members, celebrate a victory. The possibilities
are endless! The vision for the newsletter is to
communicate between members in a clear and
interesting format. If you would like to submit to the
newsletter or help in any way, here is what you can do:

*If you are comfortable with computers, you
may email Chris Jacobs at: kndsisl@yahoo.com.
Please make sure your document is either a .doc
or .pdf file. If you are including digital artwork,
make sure it is at least 300KB in size.

*If you prefer paper, just drop off your
submission in the mailbox marked ‘newsletter’
outside the office door. The mailboxes are
located on a table across the hall.

Please keep in mind that the deadline for submission
is the 20th of each month for the following month’s
newsletter. If you have pictures or graphics that
complement your submission, include them
along with directions or suggestions on their use.
Please include your contact information in every
submission so the editor can get in touch to clarify
or fact-check. If you are interested in a monthl

submission or article, we welcome that as well.




THANK YOU

A sincere THANK YOU to all the helpers at our New
Year’s Eve festivities. Your willingness to help with
this event is greatly appreciated. Wishing everyone a
wonderful and joyous New Year.

ot o b

Each month, The Beacon reports who is
sponsoring the flowers in the Sanctuary.

January’s flowers:

07 — In memory of Ethel, Edna, Helen,
Nevin, Nolan, & Glenn by sister
Erma Grim

14 - In memory of Pe%gy Keener by
the Keener Fami

21 — In memory of my parents Mary &
Jacob Valentine, for all the loved
ones & in honor of the Senior
Choir

- The pedestal flowers are presented
In memory of Dorothy & Curvin
Thoman

28 - In memory of Clark Jacobs by the

family
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February’s flowers:

04 - In memory of Ian McCleary by
the family

11 - In memory of Clark Jacobs by the
family

18 - In memory of David Grim
husband & father by Erma Grim
& family

25 - In memory of Peggy Keener by
the Keener Family.
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We/pﬁnﬂ Anniversaries

11 - Joey & Cindy Christenberry
23 - Lin & Peg Rotz
29 - Dennis & Vickie Grove

denuyciry Celebrations

NAPPY. S IRTHDAY
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01 - Kathy Vivian

02 - Richard Hollingworth
03 - Jay Keener

03 - Kody Peters

05 - Patrick Gwinn

05 - Todd Osterhaus
08 - Jackie Atkins

09 - Nancy McCleary
13 - Tammy Golden
13 - Josie Shoffner

14 - Christopher Hanzlik
17 - Dennis Grove

17 - Marian Warner

19 - Rae Williams

20 - Lynette Grim

20 - Dylan Peters

25 - Heidi Einsig

27 - Edward Dellinger
28 - Cora Sue Herbst
30 - Lisa Crawford

30 - Daune Hartman
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Bec%@rl"brought to you by;:
"Chris ]acobs, Edltor/Staif-‘erlgtg—, b

]ennlfer Rudolf‘lfayout/ StaffiWriter.
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