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A Message from Rev. Betsy… 
 

Happy are those who find wisdom, and those who get understanding, for her income is better than silver, 
and her revenue better than gold. (Proverbs 3:13-14) 
 

This past month I have spent much time with several beloved church members as each in their own 
way took stock of their lives, and their faith as they neared the end of their time on earth.  I spent even 
more time with their family members, mostly adult children, as they kept vigil, tending to every 
perceived need of their parent, and preparing for a final goodbye.  As I pondered how to best help 
these loved ones during this very difficult time, I started to think about the lives their parents had lived. 
Lives of parenthood and tending to their marriage, lives of work, lives as friends, lives with focus on 
what is good and noble and true.  An engineer who spent his career working on projects to clean up 
and protect the earth from pollution.  Lives of hospitality, caring and loving others.  Lives that focused 
on making their community a better place for everyone who lived here with them.  Lives centered 
around their faith and their relationship with Jesus.  Lives lived within a church family that shared their 
joys and burdens, bore witness to their faith, served those in need, beside other church members. They 
raised their children in the midst of our faith community and lit the spark of faith within them.  
 

Yes, these adult children would be losing an extraordinary parent. Yes, they were fortunate to have had 
them as role models and parents.  Along with the many happy memories, the important lessons taught 
and the traditions they inherited, these adult children had been the recipients of a glowing spark that 
lit the light of Christ within them. They had experienced that spark grow into a flame as they attended 
Church and Sunday School with their parents. They had seen the fire of faith that glowed from within 
our congregation on Sundays and on every day when God was worshipped and thanked through prayer 
and song and through service, and fellowship. 
 

I reminded them of the strong faith of their parents.  I reminded them of the faith that had been 
sparked within themselves and of the faith of our congregation.  I told them of the story in Mark:2 
when Jesus forgave the sins and healed the man unable to walk, not because of his faith but because of 
the faith of his friends.  I encouraged them to come to worship any time they wanted to be among our 
community of faith that prays for them and witnesses to them our belief in Jesus our Redeemer and in 
His promises of eternal life with Him and all of the saints (their loved ones included).  I told them 
sometimes I have need for this gathering of witnesses to bolster my faith, and that as I look out upon 
the congregation, I realize that all of these people and all of the people who ever called this 
congregation home had faith in Jesus and His promises to us. 300 years of faith. What an incredible 
cloud of witnesses to remind us of Jesus’ love for us.  
 

Jesus told us we must have faith like a little child.  That means we must cast aside our grown-up, 
worldly contradictions and need for scientific proof.  We must remember how we, when little children, 
had believed everything our parents told us because we believed they knew everything.  We must 
remember that they do know the most important thing! Pure faith without doubts is impossible.  Faith 
with fewer doubts is possible when we borrow from the faith of others.  At this time, starting with the 
faith of their parents is a good idea.  Thank God for them.  Remember the good times and the lessons 
they taught you.  Bask in the glow of the fire of faith that will never go out within their souls.  Ask Jesus 
to carry you through this difficult time and allow the Spirit to blow on the ember in your soul.  Let their 
faith be the last gift, the best gift, the most important gift your beloved parent gives you.  That’s the 
wisdom I shared. 
                                                  Rev. Betsy 
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PRAYERS & CELEBRATIONS 
 

 

Bereavement:  Pat Muldoon: Joe Harrington 
Continued Prayers: Friends of Cathie Achorn (Rebecca, 
Florence F., Linda Palatka, and Pari); Trevor Lovely; Jen 
Hossack; Marie Murphy’s son Craig Jernberg; Jackie 
Smith; Adam Beckloff, Linda Birch’s nephew; Betty 
Gray’s niece Heather; Betty Simino; Cathie Achorn’s 
sister-in-law, Lorie Mumby 

 

Prayer requests: You can place prayer concerns on 
the church’s email distribution list by emailing 
lisa.coffey@uccwestboro.org. 
 

MISSIONS 
 

Food Pantry - For the month of October, the 
Westborough Food Pantry needs the following: 
Dinty Moore Beef Stew, chili, hash and instant 
potatoes.  Please no expired food or dented cans. 
The Westborough Food Pantry has thanked us for 
our continued support in helping to feed local 
families in need. Please continue to consider 
donating additional (non-perishable) food of all sorts 
to the white box. Thank you. The Mission Team 
 

Dismas House - Do you like to cook for people who 
really appreciate your efforts?  If so, please consider 
making a meal for the men at Dismas House.  The 
men are working towards re-assimilating back into a 
normal life with friends and family after time in 
prison.  They really love home cooked meals.  If you 
can cook a meal but can't deliver it, we can probably 
arrange to bring the meal.  If you are a first-timer, 
one of our team can go with you.  You can stay for 
dinner with the men or simply deliver the meal.  
Nothing fancy, just a tasty meal.  If you can help, 
please contact Pam Faustine at 978-505-7031 or 
pfaustine@princeton-ma.us 

OPEN POSITION AT THE CHURCH 
 

Our long-time Office Administrator, Lisa Coffey, has 
decided to move onto another job opportunity, 
effective October 2, 2026.  We all wish her well in 
her new position and plan to acknowledge her 15 
years of service to our church at a worship service 
on Sunday, October 11, 2026. 
 

The Personnel Committee, chaired by Janet Rivard, 
will take on the responsibility of screening potential 
applicants.  If you or someone you know would be 
interested in the position, please contact Janet at 
Janet.Rivard@uccwestboro.org for a copy of the job 
description. 
 

The position is for 16 hours a week, 4 mornings a 
week, on-site at the church office.  Major 
responsibilities include greeting visitors, answering 
phone calls, serving as liaison between Rev. Betsy, 
church members, and community members, printing 
weekly bulletins, ordering office supplies, 
coordinating building use requests and maintaining 
church files. 
 

PARISH LIFE 
 

The Main Street Trick or Treat is 
scheduled for Tuesday, October 27, 2026 
at 4:30 PM. Parish Life is looking for 
helpers to set up and work at the tents 
in the front yard.  You can dress up or 

not- your choice. 
 

We will hand out treats to the children and provide  
information about our Church in another tent.  Set 
up will take place about 3:30 PM on Tuesday. We 
will also set up inflatable Halloween decorations.  
We hope you can come and have a fun time with us. 
 

We need donations of candy and treats for the little 
bags we will give out. Please place in the box in the 
kitchen.  We will be putting the bags together after 
church on Oct 11, 18, 25 in the library.   
 

 

Westborough Winter Stroll and Light 
Parade is scheduled for Sunday, 
November 29, 2026. The stroll will be 
2pm-5pm and the Light Parade will be at 

5pm. After church on Sunday, we will need 
volunteers to setup, wear elf costumes,  give out hot 
cocoa and man the information tent.  

Office Hours: 
 

 

Monday - Closed 
 

Tuesday – Friday 
9am – 1pm 

 

mailto:lisa.coffey@uccwestboro.org
mailto:pfaustine@princeton-ma.us
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If you have ideas of what to enter in the Light 
Parade, please let Cathie Achorn know by texting or 
calling 508-380-8671. The parade has become a 
popular event for the town.   
 
  

Fall Bon Fire Ideas Needed 
Is there anyone that would like to 
have a Bon Fire in their backyard 
this year?  Call or Text Cathie Achorn 
508-380-8671. 

 

PROPERTIES 
 

Church Cleaning Feedback 
 

The Properties Committee wants to be 
apprised of any deficiencies that people 
encounter within the church building as 
regards cleaning.  To provide feedback on this 
issue, please contact Properties Committee 
Chair Dave Smith at 508-366-8174 or at 
email smithwestboro@cs.com.  All feedback 
will be handled confidentially. 
 

TREASURER’S UPDATE 
 

Thank you to all who have faithfully paid their 
pledge through August 2026!  As you can see from 
the graph below, we are slightly above our budget 
for pledged and total income through August 2026.  
Our actual expenses are slightly below budget, 
which is always good news!  Your Trustees meet and 
review the church’s operating budget every month 
to make sure we use your pledges responsibly. 
 

 

Our invested Permanent Funds have weathered the 
financial market volatility well – total funds have 
increased $88,140 or 10.6% from August 2025 to 
August 2026, after withdrawing $29,500 in 
December 2025 as budgeted for church operations.  
Your Investment Committee meets regularly to 
ensure the investments are appropriate for our 
church. 
 

 
 

WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP 
 

Yard Sale News 
 

Congratulations and thank you to Sandy Horton, 
Diane Lindberg and Linda Borglund for running a 
successful indoor yard sale on Sept 18th and 19th.  
We made close to $4300 to be put towards the 
kitchen renovation. Thanks to all those who 
contributed and helped with the setup, sale and 
breakdown. We appreciate you.  
 

The Girl Scout Troop led by Julie McCoskery and 
Angela Caron want to thank you for your donations 
of household goods left over from our recent yard 
sale.  They will be taking them to Savers to earn 
money to go on a trip to the British Isles next year. 
They are still collecting items and clothes and 
textiles until Oct. 8th. See Cathie Achorn for 
donation details. Thanks to Craig McCoskery and 
Steve Achorn for loading up the items into the 
trailer.  
 

Also, thanks to Donna Morgan for coordinating and 
delivering items to Veterans, Inc., Worcester 
Homeless Mission and Fresh Start. This is a 
wonderful giving church and is very mission 
oriented.   Thank you all. 
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Upcoming Women’s Fellowship Meetings 
 

 

October 5, 2026  
 Opening Fall Buffet Dinner 

 

Social Time, 5:30pm    Meeting, 6:00pm    
Dinner, 6:30 pm 

 

A time to renew old friendships and make new 
ones!  Dinner will be provided by Country Club 
Sooper of Upton. 
 

 
 

November 2, 2026 
 

Social Time at 6:00 PM             Meeting at 7 PM     
  

 

 
70th EVERGREEN FAIR 

 

This year’s Evergreen Fair has 
been scheduled for Saturday, 
December 5, 2026, from 9AM to 
3PM. 

If you have items that are new and could be sold in 
the Children’s Shop (Santa’s Workshop), you can 
drop off in the bin located in the church library.  
Julie McCoskery, Angela Caron and their daughters 
Dylan and Sabrina will once again organize this 
popular part of the Fair.  Several small items have 
been donated already.  For information about 
donating call Cathie at 508-380-8671. 
 

Needed:    
A person to chair and organize and set up the cookie 
decorating room.  
 

A person to chair the handmade items, ornaments, 
etc...tables. 
 

A person to chair and set up the Kid's Craft Room.  
 

(NOTE: This year if we do not have a chair for a 
table, we will not do it.  Things run smoother if 
there is a person in charge of each table.) 
 

Jewelry Collection: The W.F. is now collecting 
jewelry for the Jewelry table.  The jewelry team 
collects, organizes and cleans the jewelry months 
before the fair. There is a collection box in the 
kitchen. We thank you for your donations.  
Cathie Achorn, Linda Borglund and Sandy Horton, 
70th Annual Evergreen Fair Tri-Chairs 

 Silent Auction: We are seeking donations for our 
Evergreen Fair silent auction.  We will be assembling 
themed raffle baskets. The following items would be 
very helpful: 
 
~ Tea: need small tea cookies and individual 
wrapped biscotti 
~ Soups: soup bowls/ mugs, cans/boxes of soup,  
crackers 
~ Pet: any dog or cat items 
~ Bird: bird feeder, bird seed 
~ Family Game Night: adult and kids board and card 
games 
~ Taste of Italy: pasta, sauce, olive oil 
~ Bakers Joy: cookie cutters, potholders, measure 
spoons, measure cups 
 

Items can be given to Diane or Sandy or can be left 
in the marked Silent Auction tote in Library. 
Thank you, Diane Lindberg and Sandy Horton 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
ABA Trio Concert Update: 
  
Adrianna Baltimore, Bill Cotton and Andrew Alper, 
known as the ABA Trio need to postpone their 
November 7th church concert to sometime in early 
2027. Bill needs to have an operation in mid-
September which will require a fair amount of 
recuperation time.  Please keep him in your prayers 
 
 

MEN’S FELLOWSHIP 
 

 
 
The Men’s Fellowship Breakfast will be Saturday, 
Otober 24, 2026 at 9AM in the Fellowship Hall.  
 

All men are invited.  Bring a friend or neighbor.  
To RSVP and for questions contact Ric Plummer. 
rbplummer@outlook.com.  
 
 
 

mailto:rbplummer@outlook.com
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FREE FIREWOOD 
 

Dave Smith has some split and aged firewood 
which he is offering free of charge (no delivery 
provided).  If interested, please call him at 
508-366-8174 or email him at 
smithwestboro@cs.com. 
 
 

OTHER HAPPENINGS 
 

BRIGHT STARS AND SHINING COMMUNITIES:  
AN EVENING OF RECOGNITION 

 

The YMCA of Central Massachusetts is 
“celebrating eight remarkable individuals whose 
leadership, generosity, and service light the way 
for our community.” Our own sister Charlotte 
Bramley will be honored at this event. We also 
know Charlotte for her kindness, her generosity, 
and her volunteerism. Charlotte serves on our 
Board of Deacons and her attention to detail is 
so helpful on Sunday mornings. Her care for 
those in need both within our congregation and 
within the community helps many people carry 
their burdens. Charlotte’s strong faith and 
commitment to be a servant of Christ is evident 
in her daily life. Charlotte quietly helps many 
people and does this from a loving heart. Still, it 
is always nice to be recognized for our service 
and kindness. On October 28, 2026, Charlotte 
Bramley, along with 7 other community 
members will be celebrated by the YMCA. 
Please see Rev. Betsy for details about the 
event and for ticket information.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CONTACT INFORMATION 
 

Reverend Betsy Dorsi, Pastor 
Rev.Betsy.Dorsi@uccwestboro.org 

 
Sue Menzel, Handbell Director  

westcongmusic@gmail.com 
 

Joseph Stillitano, Music Director 
Joseph.Stillitano@uccwestboro.org 

 
Linda Borglund, Director of Faith Formation 

Linda.Borglund@uccwestboro.org 
 

Ariana Dello Stritto 
Communication Coordinator 

Ariana.Dellostritto.uccwestboro.org 
 

Lisa Coffey 
Office Administrator 

Lisa.Coffey@uccwestboro.org 
 

General Church Email 
info@uccwestboro.org 

Church Office Phone (508) 366-2000 
Church Website 

www.UCCwestboro.org 
 

www.facebook.com/TheCongregational
ChurchofWestborough 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:smithwestboro@cs.com
mailto:Rev.Betsy.Dorsi@uccwestboro.org
mailto:westcongmusic@gmail.com
mailto:Linda.Borglund@uccwestboro.org
mailto:Lisa.Coffey@uccwestboro.org
http://www.uccwestboro.org/
http://www.facebook.com/TheCongregationalChurchofWestborough
http://www.facebook.com/TheCongregationalChurchofWestborough
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~ October 2026 ~ 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 

   1  
 

2  
 

3  
 

4 COMMUNION 
10 am – Worship Service 

5  
Church Office Closed 
6 pm  W.F. Opening Fall Dinner 
6:30-8 pm Pack 100 committee 
mtg/ Board Rm 

6  
6:30 pm Building 
Committee/Board Rm 
7-8pm – Bell Rehearsal 

7  
3:30-4:30pm Journey Home 
Singers/Choir Rm 
6:30-8pm Choir Rehearsal 

8  
 

9  
 

10  
10:30am -Memorial Service & 
reception for Joe Harrington 

11  
10 am – Worship Service 

12  
Church Office Closed 
7- Trustees/Zoom 

 

13  
10:30am Whitney Place Service 

7-8pm – Bell Rehearsal 

14  
9am – Weavers 
9:30am – Called to Care 
3:30-4:30pm Journey Home 
Singers/Choir Rm 
6:30-8pm Choir Rehearsal 

15  
 

16  
 

17  
11:00 am – Memorial Service & 
reception for Pat Muldoon 

18  
10 am – Worship Service 

 
 

19  
Church Office Closed 
Noon-2pm – PCCM/Board Rm 
7pm – Church Board/Board Rm 

20  
6:30pm – Building Committee/ 
Board Rm 
7-8pm – Bell Rehearsal 

21  

3:30-4:30pm Journey Home 
Singers/Choir Rm 
6:30-8pm Choir Rehearsal 

SPIRE DEADLINE 

22  
 

23  
Tom in vestry to set up 

24  
9am – Men’s Breakfast 

25  
10am - Worship Service 

 

26  
Church Office Closed 
7pm – Missions/Zoom 

27  
4pm – Main St. Trick or Treat 
7-8pm – Bell Rehearsal 
Dinner at Dismas House 

 

28  
3:30-4:30pm Journey Home 
Singers/Choir Rm 
6:30-8pm Choir Rehearsal 

SPIRE PUBLISHED 

 

29  
 

30  
 

31    HALLOWEEN 
 

 

 


