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The Pastor’s Pen

Let the Trumpet Sound

The seventh angel sounded his trumpet and there were loud voices in heaven, which said: “the Kingdom of the world
has become the kingdom of our Lord and of his Messiah, and he will reign for ever and ever.” Revelation 11:15

Resurrection Greetings!

One of my favorite parts about the Easter season in the church, aside from the wonderful news of Jesus’s
resurrection and our salvation being secure, is the sheer beauty in our sanctuary. When | come into the sanctuary
in the early morning as the sun is rising and the rays are beaming through the rear balcony windows, itis a
breathtaking sight. Then we add the variety of flowers like the tulips and hyacinths, the daffodils and lilies, and the
smells and sights transform our worship space into something magical.

| often thought, “What is the big hype around the Easter lily?” | mean it’s nice, but why has it become the universal
flower for such an important occasion as the Lord’s resurrection from the dead? What is the symbolism behind such
an iconic flower? | think the Easter lily symbolizes purity, innocence, hope and of course the announcing of the
resurrection of Jesus. According to Remitly, a publication that discovers the meaning of national flowers from all
around the world, the lily represents divinity, while the trumpet-shaped blossom signifies the angel of Gabriel's call
to new life.

Many of the symbolic aspects of the lily are displayed in her simplistic beauty:

Resurrection and Hope: The lily emerges from the bulb in the earth, symbolizing a resurrection or rebirth,
mirroring the central Christian belief in Christ rising from the dead.

Purity and Virtue: The white untainted appearance of the flower is widely considered a symbol of the purity and
divinity of Jesus.

Biblical Significance: Often referenced in biblical contexts, lilies represent innocence and, according to legend,
sprang up where drops of Christ’s sweat fell in the Garden of Gethsemane.

Angel’s Trumpet: The trumpet-shaped, upward-facing blooms represent the trumpet call of the angels announcing
the resurrection. The trumpets were long used in heralding good news through the Bible.

History of the “White Gold”: Following World War I, the flower became a lasting symbol of hope in the U.S. after
being dubbed “white gold” when Japanese shipments were halted and local production increased.

| think what intrigues me most about the Easter lily is that it grows from a bulb buried underground. It sits in the dark
ground, unseen and still. Until one day it breaks through and blooms. Just like Jesus Christ, buried in the earth, but
He didn’t stay there. He rose! And He brings new life, new hope and a new beginning.
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The Promise of Heaven

Sickness, broken bones, cancer, disabilities, chronic
fatigue, aging — these are all part of life in a fallen world.
But when we understand the nature of our resurrection
bodies, even these burdens become more bearable.

Join us Wed., April 8 at 6:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall as
we explore what will be left behind — and the incredible
new abilities we will have when we change our address to
Heaven. It promises to be informative, encouraging, and
uplifting. Please note the date change.

Blessings,
Pastor Sue

Bloom Group

The April Bloom event will be on April 18" at noon. We will
have lunch at the P & J Pizza Restaurant (133 West High
Street, Womelsdorf). Please sign up at the Welcome
Center, so we know how many to plan for. If you need a
ride, please talk to Marsha, and we will arrange pickup at
the church at 11:30 a.m.

Ladies’ Luncheon

The Ladies’ Luncheon will be held Tues., Apr. 71", at 11:30
a.m. at the Red Plate diner, Wernersville. Sign up at the
Welcome Center. You are welcome even if you didn’t sign
up. We can always pull up another chair. Questions or
comments, call Alice Heimbach at 610-698-5458.

Sisters in Christ

Calling all St. John’s sisters! Please plan to join our next
gathering on Sat., April 11" at 9:00 a.m. in the Fellowship
Hall. We will be sharing devotions and a light breakfast,
followed by a time for sharing and referencing the Bible for
helpful verses and passages.

This group is committed to monthly gatherings to enjoy the
fellowship of Christ-following women, share devotions and
Bible-focused studies and activities, as well as giving
service to St. John’s and our community.

If you have any questions, feel free to contact one of our
co-chairs:

Valarie Noecker: (484) 638-2382;
valarienoecker@gmail.com
Jessica Morris: (610) 763-1903;
jess.l.morris@outlook.com

Prayer Shawl Ministry

Handmade shawls and blankets are needed. This
ministry reaches far and wide and touches
(literally) folks who need it; however, we need the
items to distribute so this wonderful sharing
continues. You can choose colors and patterns.
Please contact Lisa DelL.ong with any questions
you may have.

Young @ Heart

The April Young @ Heart will be on Wed., Apr. 8™
starting with lunch at 11:00 a.m. It's always a time
of good food and fellowship. Please sign up at the
Welcome Center.

Thank You!

Thank you to all who donated food for
Opportunity House. We served lunch to about 60
homeless people. Our next date is May 10™. And
thanks to those who donated food for the Easter
meal boxes and handled delivery. We served 14
local families. And a shout out to those who filled
Easter baskets for local children as we’re able to
spread the Good News to those in our area. A big
job!

Your BEST Life

Ladies, you're invited to join our “Your Best Life”
class on Tuesday mornings from 10:00-11:00
a.m., now through the end of May.

Discover how you are wonderfully made — body,
soul, and spirit — and learn how to care for each
one. We'll work on improving mobility, explore
practical ways to care for the body God has
given us, strengthen our minds and emotions,
and take simple, meaningful steps in our spiritual
growth — all in just one hour a week!

Please wear comfortable clothing and socks. We
meet downstairs in the Choir Room. We already
have a great group — but there’s always room for
one more!~ Pastor Sue
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That’s why the lily is the symbol of Easter. As you gaze upon the sanctuary on this coming Resurrection Sunday,
take in the beauty, the smells, the sounds of the joy we as Christians experience because of Christ’s glorious
resurrection. He has conquered death for each of us that we might have new life in Him.

Alleluia! He is risen indeed!
Pastor Jim

Our Lenten Jouwrney: Flements of the Fassion
Holy Week at St. Jobn s
Falm Sunc!ag ~ Sundag, March 29,2026

On Falm Sundag, we will celebrate with the Procession of the Pa]ms. E_vergonc will receive their traditional Palm leaf as

a memorial of Jesus’ triumphal entry into the rﬂolg City!

Maundg Thursday ~T}1ur5da3, A]:m'l 2,2026, 7:00 p-m.
Join us fora sPecial remembrance oFJesus’ | ast Supper‘ With singing and the traditional elements of celebrating

(ommunion, we will remember that night when Jcsus was betrayed, arrested, and denied. We will be looking to Jesus
3 Y =

as ‘| AM the Bread of | ifel”

(Good [Friday ~ [riday, APril 3, 2026, 7:00 p.m.
Community [ vangelical Church, Green \/aﬂy Rd.
Pastor Jim will be leading that night! (Come for the somber remembrance of those dark moments of (Good [Triday as
depicted through Scripture, Song, and Meditations on the (ross

Rcsurrcction 5undag ~5undag, Aprﬂ 5,2026
(Celebrate the Risen Savior once again, realizing itis bg GRACE you have been saved!

We will examine Jesus’ claim, “| AM the Resurrection and the | ife!”

Contemporary (ommunion Service ~ 9:00 a.m. | T raditional (Communion Service ~ 10:30 a.m.

Men’s Bible Study: The Explicit Gospel
April 11th & 25th

Join the men of St. John’s as we dive deeper into the power and implication of the Gospel upon our lives. This
Bible study is open to all men and runs through April. We meet from 8:30 — 10:00 a.m. in the Coffee House. It’s
never too late to join!

Moment for Missions

The April Moment for Missions is the Salvation Army of Reading, a Bible-based comprehensive human service
organization that helps families lead healthier, safer and more productive lives. They offer hot meals, housing,
financial assistance, early childhood development, and spiritual development all in HIS name with no
discrimination. All of this affords families dignity, support, and a fresh start in life.
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Men’s Fellowship Breakfast

Our next monthly breakfast will be held on Sat., Apr. 18" at
8:15 in the Fellowship Hall. Don Walters and his kitchen crew
will be prepare a delicious breakfast ($5/pp). The devotional
leader this month will be Tyler Parmer.

For our March breakfast, we had 16 men attend. John Scales
was our devotional leader and shared on a few principles of
Christian living, especially for men. These included be doers of
the word, not just hearers (James 1:22-25), love for Christ and
keeping his commands (John 14:15), submission of our will to
Christ’'s will (Romans 7:15 & 8:7), and pray to God before
making any decision. John shared a few experiences in his life
using these principles while a few others offered their own
perspectives.

For this month’s breakfast, there is a sign-up sheet on the
Welcome Center counter, or you can respond back to the email
reminders that will be sent out closer to the date. We finish
around 9:30 or shortly thereafter. Men of all ages are always
welcome to join in this time of food, fun, and fellowship, as the
bonding of brothers in the body of Christ cannot be broken!

Serving Dinner: Hope Rescue Mission

Our next monthly meal at Hope Rescue Mission (HRM) will be
Wed., Apr. 15th at 5:45 p.m. Thanks to the six folks who served
in March. The mission is located at 645 N. 6th St., Reading.
There is a sign-up sheet at the counter for up to eight folks to
serve the meal, pour the drinks, hand out trays, and interact
with the men while they eat.

We may serve between 100 and 150 men and should finish
between 7:00 and 7:15. Thank you to being a beacon to serving
the least of these, as Jesus taught us to be as his followers in
Matthew 25!

Pet Loss Support Group

The Christian pet loss support group will be held on Mon., Apr.
6t starting at 6:45 p.m. Sessions are led by Dr. Becky Frank,
DVM, associate veterinarian with Lap of Love Veterinary
Hospice. Dr. Frank is also certified in Thanatology (death, loss,
grief, and bereavement). The program entails six different
sessions and participants may join at any time. This group is
open to the public, so please feel free to share this information
with friends and family who may benefit.

Voice of the Martyrs Ministry

Children's Ministry

Join us on Easter Morning (Sun., Apr. 5t) for a light
breakfast with donuts and fellowship. Meet us at 9:00
a.m. in the Fellowship Hall. You “do-nut” want to miss
it! We are going to have a “hole” bunch of fun. You
“do-nut” have to bring anything because YOU are the
“hole” package that we need. “Do-nut” stress, just do
your best to show up. Are you sensing a theme here?
Be sure to come out and find out what this is all about.
We make a “hole-y” good team ... join us!

Vacation Bible School is coming — Sun., June 21st
through Thurs., June 25™ from 6:00-8:00 p.m. each
evening. This year’s theme is Rainforest Falls —
Exploring the Nature of God. It has wonderful Bible
lessons and activities for the kids. | really need lots of
adult help to make this year another success. There is
a sign-up if you can lend a hand (or two!). Thanks!
Registration Forms will be out soon.

There’s always room in our Sunday School classes.
And be sure to keep an eye out for children’s activities
in May and June!

Blessings,

Kendra Bertoti

724-766-1816

Youth Group

The Youth had a blessed time painting Easter eggs with
Ms. Bre and painting office decorations for Ms. Bre’s
office during March! We’ll have another painting night
on Sun., Mar. 29 6:00 — 7:00 p.m.

In April, we’ll meet downstairs in the teem room on
Sun., Apr. 12t from 6:00 — 7:00 p.m. for Bible study and
more painting. It's also Worship Night!

On Sat., Apr. 18t, youth will serve at their first outreach
with Ms. Bre, serving lunch at Hope Rescue Mission
from 11:30 a.m. — 12:30 p.m. We need Youth Group
member volunteers and parents! Sign up at the
Welcome Center.

Youth Group is open to students grade 7 and up, and
everyone is welcome and encouraged to bring a
friend... or two! Questions? Contact Ms. Bre at
youthdirector@stjohnsss.org.

St. John's family: the Voice of the Martyrs has a ministry opportunity to write to those who are in prison regarding faith in
Jesus. You can learn more by calling 1-800-747-0085 or visiting the website at: www.prisoneralert.com. Also, see Craig

Dirks with any questions you may have.

GriefShare

The next GriefShare program is underway and meets on Thursdays from 3:00-4:30 p.m. in the Coffee House and runs
every Thurs. through the end of May. This is an excellent DVD-based program for those grieving the loss of a loved one,
either recent or from the past. It is open to church members as well as people from the community. If you or someone you
know needs this help and encouragement, please contact Pastor Sue, visit www.griefshare.org, or take a brochure from

under the balcony. Participants may join at any time!
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Senior Pastor: Rev. Jim Bertoti
Assoc. Pastor: Susan Weisman

Director of Children’s Ministry: Kendra Bertoti

Director of Youth Ministry: Breanna Corjuc

Admin. Asst.: Nikki Koch

Director of Music Ministry: Phyllis Sands

Bell Choir Director & Contemporary Worship Leader:
Pam Van Luvanee

Angel Choir & Youth Bell Choir Director: Diane Krueger

Consistory Members:
Elders

Kay Hamilton, President
Francine High, Secretary

Rob Olson, Vice President
Jerome Seidel

Kathy Stayton Holy Week Services:

Stephanie Troutman, Spiritual Council

Chair Palm Sunday, March 29"
Deacons Maundy Thursday, April 2" - 7:00 p.m.

Rob Lozenski, Treasurer

Jarrod Meister Good Friday Apr. 39 -7:00 p.m. (at Community Evan. Church)

Derek Oberlin .
Caleb Richter Resurrection Sunday

Keith Rothenberger Contemporary @ 9:00 a.m. | Traditional @ 10:30 a.m.

Shaena Zacharias
(Details on pg. 3)

Mission: JOIN US SUNDAYS!

Empowered by the Holy Spirit, the | 9:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship & Sunday School
'ssion of St. John’s is to rai , " :

mission o onn's s O. rallse up 10:30 a.m. Traditional Worship

nurture, and encourage disciples to
glorify God through the life and | Livestreaming:

teachings of Jesus Christ. His son. Both Sunday worship services are livestreamed on
the church’s YouTube channel at:

. https://www.youtube.com/user/sjrcss
Vision:
Helping people and neighborhoods
encounter Jesus!

Visit our website for more information:
www.stjohnsss.org
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