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St. Luke Women (Presbyterian Women, also known
as PW) will gather for a brunch and Bible study on
Wednesday, January 14 at 9:30 a.m. Cruse Messer
and Mary McCracken will provide the meal,
followed by a devotional led by Mary McCracken.
The group will explore Lesson #5, “The Gift of the
Woman Who Was Poor” from The Horizons Bible
Study: Finding Resilience, Joy, and Our Identity in
Jesus Christ. All women of St. Luke are warmly
invited to attend.

Men’s Breakfast

The annual congregational meeting will be held in the Fellowship Hall at

Dear Friends,
please join us for a bowl of soup, black-eyed peas,
and fellowship to welcome in 2026.
Come and Go
Thursday, January 1, 2026 from 4 to 6 PM

705 S. Tyler, 5th Floor
Donna and Ross Clopton

RSVP not required but appreciated!
Please text Donna at 806-676-2889

DIRECTIONS.
rn onto SW Bth Ave.
ight

be presented by whomever the Spirit chooses. All men 3001 Bell Street Amarillo,
of the church are invited to attend and join in TX 79106-5037
fellowship and breakfast burrito enjoyment.

The monthly men’s breakfast will be held on Tuesday,
Jan 13, at 7:00 a.m. at Hud’s, 4411 Bell. A devotional will
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noon on Sunday, Jan 25th. The various committee moderators will present admin@stlukeamarillo.com 8
their annual reports and the 2026 budget will be presented. The pastorbill@stlukeamarillo.com
congregation will vote on the terms of call and choose the congregational

members who will serve on the nominating committee in the new year. The Visit our website:

Fellowship Committee will host a luncheon; you will be hearing soon what www.stlukeamarillo.com

you will be asked to bring. Mark your calendar now for this important annual

meeting as we look back at 2025 and plan for the future.

Young at Heart

All are welcome to attend the St. Luke community speaker
lunch, Young at Heart, on Wednesday, January 21 at noon.
Feel free to bring a brown bag lunch of your own if you'd
like! This month, Ryan Pennington from the Refugee
Language Project will be joining us to present. We hope to
see you all for lunch and fellowship!

Find us on Facebook: o
@stlukeamarillo
Find us on YouTube u

@StLukePresbyterianAmarillo
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Download the My Church App f;\i
on the App Store or Google Play

AL



If your birthday is not listed or if there is
an error, please call the church office.

Do you have a birthday coming up? The Endowment Committee encourages you to

celebrate your birthday and the church together by donating the amount of your, age.

Your gift is added to St. Luke’s Perpetual Endowment Fun}l}gcontinue the miQ of
%

the church in years to come.

Dear St. Luke Presbyterian Church (SLPC)
Scholarship Committee and Church
Family, | would like to thank you for the
$1,500 scholarship | received from the
SLPC scholarship fund in December. This
scholarship will help fund my tuition, fees,
and other expenses as | earn my Master of
Music degree in organ performance from
West Texas A&M University (WTAMU).

On December 7 th , | had the honor and
privilege to perform at WTAMU’s annual
“Music of the Christmas Season” concert.
It was particularly special to perform the
Finale of Saint-Saens’ Symphony No. 3
with a full orchestra. I’'m very grateful that
many church members attended one of
the two concerts that day, and SLPC was
well-represented on stage with Bob
Hansen and Mila Abbasova performing in
the concert also.

Again, thank you for choosing me as
scholarship recipient, and | hope to
continue to represent the church well
both at university and in our community in
general.

In Christ,

Muriel Cotman
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Christian Education, David Hoy
Congregational Care, Mary Holmlund
Fellowship, Mary McCracken

Q Stewardship, Julie Johnson
Mission/Outreach, Karen Sandlin

Property, Sam Burnett, Kaci Jones

Endowment, David Hoy, Tim Sougstad

Scholarship, Tim Sougstad

Worship, Priscilla Sheets
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Hadlee Shields graduated Magna Cum
Laude from Oklahoma State University
with a Bachelor of Science in
Physiology. Her hooding ceremony was
held at the Honors College on
December 11, and she graduated on
December 12. On to the next! (Mom
Melissa Sheilds is just a little bit proud.)

Dr. Jennifer Denham, clinical assistant
professor of education, is a winner of
WTAMU’s Liz and John Mozola Faculty
Excellence Award. Congratulations!

Dear St. Luke and Congregational Care
Committee, thank you for thinking of me
during this Christmas season. | so appreciated
the visit and the gift of warm, fuzzy socks.
Delma Wingo

Karen Osburn’s family has recently grown. Her
daughters Shannon and Sammy Beltran have
adopted Rune, 3-years-old and Shire, 2-years-old.
Congratulations to them all!
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Clerk’s Report

1. November 2025 average attendance for worship — 50

2. Active membership as November 30, 2025 - 139
3. Communion celebrated December 7,2025

4. Removed Jessica and Lilly Smith from the active roll 11-25 by request.

Commendations

A. Bob Hansen for coordinating the session luncheon.
B. Outgoing Elder Class of 2026 - Ross Clopton, Bob Hansen, Kary Wingo and Barbara Taylor.
C. Helen Thorsheim for correcting the bugs in the alarm system.

D. Linda Peirce for all the special baking she does for the church.

THANKYOU
for youn facthful giving!

Detailed financial reports are always available for review by church

members. Stop by the church office during regular hours and request to

examine the previous month’s financial documents.

For 11 Months of the Year

Class of 2026
Priscilla Sheets
Tim Sougstad
Helen Thorsheim

Class of 2028
Mary Holmlund
David Hoy
Karen Sandlin

Class of 2027
Sam Burnett
Julie Johnson
Kaci Jones

Mary McCracken
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Mission/Outreach News:

The social media task force would like some input
on things you would like to see more of on our
social accounts. We would also like to know what
kind of things you want out of our app. We
encourage everyone to follow our Facebook and
our YouTube because it helps us to reach more
community in the Panhandle as our numbers
increase. Our Blessing Box is being utilized by the
community and we ask for support in keeping it
stocked. If you are interested in volunteering for
our Community Garden please let Mission know.
We will be scheduling the first meeting in
January. Volunteers are always welcome at
Laundry Love. Please let the Mission Committee
know if you are interested. AATAG welcomes
anyone who wants to volunteer at the food
pantry. See Teresa Burnett for more information.
Pb&j sandwiches are made every Tuesday at
3pm. Please feel free to join us or drop off pb&j
or zip lock bags



Our Blessing Box is being used. This will be a collaboration
between both congregations. There will be a tote in fellowship
hall for overflow donations. Please see blessing box for list of
suggestions. AATAG has started the low barrier food distribution
and welcomes any donation or volunteers. We work on Monday
4pm to 9pm and Friday 4pm to 9pm at 202 S Louisiana.
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Blessing Box

Non-Perishable Food Items:

Dry foods like pancake mix, rice, and
pasta

Dried fruit and nuts

Crackers, granola bars, cereal, and
instant oatmeal packets

Household and Hygiene Items:

Can openers and small kitchen utensils
(spatulas, measuring cups, spoons, etc.)
Personal hygiene supplies such as
shampoo, soap, toothbrushes, toothpaste,
deodorant, feminine care products, etc.

e Individually packaged foods such as e Laundry supplies

fruit cups,snack mixes, etc. e Toilet paper, paper towels, and facial
e One-box meals tissues
e Kitchen staples (flour, sugar, salt, e Baby supplies (lotion, diaper cream,

pepper)

Self-stable milk

Nutritional shakes / protein drinks
Baby food

Nut butter (avoid when hot)
Commercially canned goods and
sodas (safe between 34°F and 85°F
outside)

diapers,wipes, bath supplies, etc.)
Hats, gloves, and scarves (only during
winter, and no other clothing)
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"8 Farkle Fun S/
“But | don’t gamble.” Neither do we; we f%i L;’i"’ '!2{%‘9;
use dice as a way to have conversations
with our friends, old and new. FARKLE *
gametime at St. Luke is held on the last
Tuesday afternoon every month. Join /N

us at 2:00p.m. for fellowship.

Service d

Join us the second Sunday of
every month.
5:00-5:30 pm
Alliare welcome, even if you feel you
can’t meditate.

?Dza/w o ﬂle«//w Zalk ﬁ«fn«’
wmeditation iy um/wmwya/,
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Saint Luke Presbyterian Church Amarillo, Texas ® January 2026 Epistle Newsletter

If a brother or sister has no food or clothing, and you say to them, “I hope all goes well for you. | hope
you will stay warm and have plenty to eat,” but you do not supply their bodily needs, what good is
that? So it is with faith: if it is alone and includes no actions, then it is dead. James 2:15-17

Happy New Year to you all!

Thanks to the efforts of Saint Luke Presbyterian Church members, we now have a “Blessing Box”
on the church property, at the corner of Brinkman Drive, the northwestern entrance to our
parking lot. It’s a simple weather resistant cabinet with non-perishable food items in it for our
neighbors who find themselves in need. We all need help of some sort now and again, and this is

Jjust one of the many ways that our church shares the love of Christ with our wider community.

If you haven’t already, take some time to look inside the Blessing Box. Feel free to take
something, if you have need. If you would like to donate items, there is a list inside of suggestions.
If it’s more convenient for you to bring items into the church building, or if room is limited in the
Blessing Box outside, there is a bin in the fellowship hall to collect items. Chance Autry or Sam or
Teresa Burnett are keeping an eye on what is most frequently taken from the box, so they have a
good idea of what is most useful. Food insecurity is a problem for many of our neighbors, and we
want to address this issue.
As | write this, we are still in the Advent Season. But in the year to come, we will Install our
Session class of 2028 members David Hoy, Mary Holmlund, and Karen Sandlin on Sunday
January 4th, when we also Celebrate the Lord’s Supper for the first time in 2026. We will also
have our Annual Congregational Meeting after worship on Sunday, January 25th, share the
Lord’s Supper again on February 1st and enjoy Shrove Tuesday pancakes on February 17th
before the start of Lent on Ash Wednesday, February 18th.

I am thankful for Saint Luke Presbyterian Church members’ ministry. Every Sunday we recite together
our Motivational and Missional Statement: As the people of St. Luke Presbyterian Church, we offer to
God our hands of service, hands of faith, and open hands of love. Holy Spirit, unite us in this calling and
send us forth to serve. We truly are the hands and feet of Christ, and we all have gifts and talents to
share. If you are curious about what any church committee does, you are more than welcome to attend
their meetings — you don’t have to commit to join the committee - just see what they do. You are sure to

find a way to contribute to the ministry of this church.

May the peace of Christ fill your hearts this new year and always,

Rev. Bill Cotman N
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