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Singing Together: A Ministry of Grace
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derful convergence when we sing to-
gether. We maintain our own voice
while making room for one another, and
all in praise of our God. There is hope
and joy when we sing together in love,
forgiveness, humility, and patience. In
fact, we hope that the person next to us

It is a won-

Humility, reconciliation, forgiveness,
generosity, and love are not simply
ideas we sing about on Sunday morn-
ing. They are the vigorous music of a
Christian life. A willingness to sing
when our voice is strong and to support
someone else when theirs is stronger.
My hope is that we sing our Sunday
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is singing enthusiastically, making it songs throughout the week! When we to serve

easier to offer ours as a more robust vo- do, our music becomes more than Sl
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cal contribution! sound, it becomes an offering—and per Mision

Paul tells the Romans, “Owe no one an-
ything, except to love one another.”
That is a beautiful adventure for any
church community. We are different hu-
man beings, but one in the spiritual
hope that we have been saved by grace.
This thought opens the hymnal to

haps, in its own way, a reflection of the
love of Christ.

Thanks for reading!! Chris
Soli Deo gloria

PS: The referenced scriptures for September are:

September 6: Romans 13:8-14; Matthew 18:15-20

September 13: Romans 14:1-12; Matthew 18:21-35September
20: Philippians 1:21-30. Matthew 20:1-16 September 27:
Philippians 2:1-13; Matthew 21:23-32
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Council Corner

Hello, St. Paul Family!

I hope everyone has had a relaxing, en-
joyable summer and for our students,
parents, and education professionals in
our congregation, a successful back-to-
school transition.

We are getting ready for our own Back
to School, kicking things off with Rally
Day on September 13th. We are looking
forward to welcoming our youth back
to Sunday School and having some fun
after service as we fellowship, enjoy
lunch, play carnival games, and give
everyone —especially our new fami-
lies—an opportunity to learn more
about the ministries and volunteer op-
portunities available at St. Paul.

Please be sure to join us, and invite
your friends and family! Please note
that beginning on Rally Day, we will
return to our regular service time of
9:30 a.m.

Whether you’ve been at St. Paul for
many years or still feel like a “newbie,”
we truly hope you'll consider getting
involved in some way. Join a Bible
study, volunteer with one of our mis-
sion teams—such as Altar Guild, Prop-
erty Team, Community Outreach, Ste-
phen and Health Ministries, Youth,
Family and Education, Worship, or
Stewardship —or consider serving in a
leadership position on Council.

There is a place for you!

Council nominations will be starting
soon, and we would really love to see
some fresh faces on Council. Rally Day

is the perfect opportunity to ask ques-
tions, meet others, and learn more
about the many ways you can become
involved in the life and ministry of

St. Paul. We are still awaiting a candi-
date—or candidates—to serve as our
interim pastor. Hopefully, prayerfully,
Synod will have someone for us very
soon. I have been checking in regularly
with our Synod representative and will
share updates as they become availa-
ble.

As we await an interim pastor and, ul-
timately, a permanent pastor, I'd like to
offer my heartfelt thanks to everyone in
our congregation for continuing to stay
the course. We remain committed to
fulfilling our mission of striving to mir-
ror Christ in word and action and
reaching out to serve others.

The care we continue to show for one
another and our community is a beauti-
ful reflection of who we are as a con-
gregation. I truly believe that commit-
ment will be attractive to pastoral can-
didates as they learn more about

St. Paul.

I'look forward to seeing all of you at
Rally Day!

Monica Farias, Congregation Council
President
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Stewardship Update

Congregational giving in July was $13,422 lower than July of last year. Year-
to-date giving is $21,170 higher than last year due to higher unexpected giving
in 2026. Other Income in July was $2,890 higher than last year. Expenses in July
excluding the major capital expenditures were $229 lower than last year. There
we no major capital expenditures incurred in July. Year-to-date expenses ex-
cluding deferred maintenance are running favorable to last year due to the end-
ing of the intern position in September 2025.

We will continue to address deferred maintenance issues through 2026.
Council has accepted bids to repair and upgrade the parking lot lighting and
replace the electrical conduit for the electronic sign.

Pastor Nate’s termination of his call in July will impact future financial
results as we navigate the process for calling a new pastor for St. Paul.

July July Total Year Total Year

2026 2025 2026 2025
Congregation Offerings S 36,537 $ 49,959 $ 290,647 $ 269,477
Other Income S 11,057 S 8,428 S 59,993 S 38,862
Expense Offsets S 325 S 75 S 9,100 S 2433
TOTAL REVENUE $ 47,919 $ 58,462 $ 359,740 $ 310,772
Expenses before Kitchen remodel S 47,346 S 47,575 S 308,763 S 318,950
Major capital expenditures (*) $ - S - S 46,074 S -
TOTAL EXPENSES S 47,346 $ 47,575 $ 354,837 $ 318,950
NET SURPLUS/(DEFICIT) ﬂ M Sﬂ w

(*) Major capital expenditures for 2026 include kitchen remodel and other planned
maintenance projects

Thank you for your continuing financial support of our ministry and
mission. Please prayerfully consider contributing to the capital campaign fund.
— Tom Pankow, Treasurer

olHWARSHY

UPDATE
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of the Animals

SHOTS

Thank You...

Thanks to all that supported our
school supply drive for Pathways of
Hope. During the month of August,
we continue our efforts to raise funds
for the National Giving Alliance (full
article is in our August Journeys
Newsletter). Let’s show our support
for this 141-year-old organization and
continue assisting this worthy cause.

$50 — Clothe an elementary/junior high
school student
$75 — Clothe a high schooler or adult

$100 — Underwrite a baby layette

$250 — Clothe a family of four

Please include NGA in your memo
line on your checks or on your church
envelopes. On-line donations can be
made as well — simply use the NGA
dropdown or let Isabel know where to
apply the funds. If you wish to write a
check directly to NGA, please make it
payable to NGA Fullerton.

Thank you,
Christian Bakken

Blessing of the Animals

October 4, 2026 - 9:30am on St. Paul
Lawn

Animals associated with humans at
St. Paul!

You are invited to bring your

human family, with lawn chairs, and
any animal snacks you like, to a ser-
vice for the Blessing of the Animals.
This is the Day we celebrate St. Francis

of Assisi, your biggest advocate in
church history!

Humans are encouraged to bring pic-
tures of animals that are, or have been,
a part of their lives.

You are also encouraged to join the
celebration, even if you don't have a
current animal connection! One joyous
service with all of God's creatures!

Flu Shot Clinic

October 4 ~8 am.—12 p.m.
~ For the congregation only

Sign-up today to reserve your
vaccine!

Please check the box if you are age
65 years or older.
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Pathways of Hope Second Annual Luncheon—Hope Can't Wait

When Thursday, Sept 17

Where: The Charlston . 114 E
Commonwealth Ave, Fullerton, CA
92832.

Time: 11:00am- 1:30PM

Why: To Celebrate and Elaborate

To Honor two people who have been
instrumental in the giving and philan-
thropy, the food drives, the housing
programs, the food programs, the di-
version programs..Two people who

have served on the board, as members,

Treasurer, and President, grant writ-
ers, donors, name it and they were
there. They were instrumental in
grant writing, and managing the mon-
ey, etc. These two people are

DRUM ROLL PLEASE

Tom Pankow and Barbara Jennings

Yes, two pillars of Pathways of Hope
and St. Paul Lutheran Church!!!

Barbara Johnson, the person who
founded Fullerton Interfaith Emergen-
cy Services, now Pathways of Hope
will also be in attendance.

So please save the date
To honor our friends who are great!

They have been active in Pathways for
many a year

Pathways finds their dedication to be
very dear!

So come one come all and join us for
an amazing gathering of Pathways
supporters.

Go To Pathways of Hope and go to
tickets and buy them online or Write a
check to Pathways of Hope for

$60 and put Luncheon on the memo
line and give it to Jacquie Nolan or
Isabel at the office

Thank you in advance for your
Donation.

] Nolan

qe

o AT
Galatians 6:9, NIV -

e

Our Vision
Statement

We are a Christ-centered,
redeemed family of God,
that loves our community,
embodies service and care
for all people, and shares
our joy and faith in God’s
grace, mercy and love. As
disciples of Christ, we pray
to be led by God'’s Spirit.
We learn and grow in wis-
dom through Scripture,
and we embrace inclusivity
in our ministry and
mission.

Declaracién de Vision
Somos una familia de Dios
redimida y centrada en
Cristo, que ama a nuestra
comunidad, viviendo en el
servicio y el cuidado de
todas las personas, y que
comparte nuestra alegria y
fe en la gracia, la misericor-
dia y el amor de Dios. Co-
mo discipulos de Cristo,
oramos para ser guiados
por el Espiritu de Dios.
Aprendemos y crecemos en
sabiduria a través de las
Escrituras, y practicamos
la inclusion en nuestro
ministerio y mision.
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Rally Day

The excitement is building, the games
are being planned, and the popcorn
will be popping! We hope you'll join us
for a fun-filled Rally Day Carnival on
Sunday, September 13th.

We're inviting each ministry to host a
table highlighting the ministry you
support. This is a wonderful
opportunity to showcase your mission,
connect with members of our church
family, and invite others to become
part of the amazing work happening at
St. Paul.

Whether you choose a classic carnival
game, an interactive activity, or a
creative display, your booth will help
create a festive atmosphere filled with
fellowship, laughter, and fun for all ag-
es. Every table will play an important
role in making Rally Day a memorable
celebration for our congregation.

A sign-up sheet will be available be-
ginning next week, so be sure to re-
serve your ministry's table and let us
know what game or activity you'd like
to host.

Need ideas for games, prizes, or booth
decorations? I've included several sug-
gestions below to help get your creative
wheels turning. I'm also happy to help!
Please don't hesitate to reach out with
any questions or if you'd like assistance
getting your table set up.

Thank you for helping make this year's
Rally Day Carnival a spectacular event.
We can't wait to celebrate with you and
see all the wonderful ways our minis-
tries bring the joy of Christ to our
church community.

With gratitude,
Lindsay Heddon

We're Back to Our Regular Worship Time!

Join us on Sunday, September 13, for Rally Day as we return to our regular

Sunday worship schedule at 9:30 a.m.

After our summer schedule, we're excited to gather again at our usual time for
worship, fellowship, and a wonderful start to a new season

together.

Mark your calendar: Sunday, September 13 at 9:30 a.m.

We look forward to seeing you and celebrating Rally Day together!
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Food for Pathways — September 2026

For September
Let us Remember

The School Year is Back
And the kid’s lunches need a snack!

Cheese and crackers, apples, Pretzels or chips
The kids also need a sandwich for their lips

So please bring Bread, Peanut Butter, and Jelly

So that all kids have a full belly.
School is demanding, you have to think
So, maybe some juices for lunch they could also drink!

Office Volunteers Needed

We are looking for a few wonderful volunteers to help cover the church office
while Isabel is on vacation, September 10 — 17. Volunteers are needed for just a
few hours on Tuesday, Sept. 15 and Thursday, Sept. 17, from 9:00 a.m. to

12:00 noon, to answer the phone, greet visitors, and help keep the office open.
You can volunteer for one day or multiple days—any help would be greatly
appreciated! If you are available to help, please sign up in the Narthex or
contact the church office.

Church Work Day

Please save the date for Sunday, Oct 10, for "God's work. Our hands"
Saturday. Come join us after service to work on needed improvements on our
SPLC campus. Some workday items will include:

- Cleaning up the hillside on Harbor

- Trimming of plants, shrubs and planters
- patch hole in deck.

- Wipe down and clean pews in sanctuary
- Replace cap stone on retaining wall

- Clean windows (inside and out)

fice
eeded!
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/Q" Wellngss Reading the Bible for Mental Health

¥y When in sorrow: Read John 14
When men fail you: Read Psalm 27

When you have sinned:
Read Psalms 51

When you worry:
Read Matthew 6:19-34

When you are in danger:
Read Psalm 91

When God seems far away:
Psalm 139

If you are discouraged:
Read Isaiah 40

If you are lonely or fearful:
Read Psalm 23

If you feel down and out:
Read Romans 8:39

When you want courage for your task:
Read Joshua 1

Health Ministry Page

When the world seems bigger than God:
Read Psalm 90

Let it be known to When leaving home for labor or travel:

all of you, and to all the Read Matthew 11:25 - 30
people of Israel, that
this man is standing be- If you get bitter or critical: Read 1 st
fore you in Corinthians 13
good health by the

name of Jesus Christ of If thinking of investments and returns:
Nazareth,” whom you Reads Mark 10:17-31
crucified, whom God
raised from the dead. For a great invitation: A great

Acts of the Apostles 4.10 opportunity - Read Isaiah 55
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WELCA Update

I will admit that I love the summer sea-
son and am always sad when it comes
to an end and the “regularly scheduled
activities” start up. For some reason I
drag my feet when getting back into the
schedule of things that I truly do enjoy.
I ponder whether cooler temperatures
would make a difference, but God re-
minds me that reclaiming enthusiasm
I'm temporarily lacking lies in Him
alone. So, here I am, in mid August,
adding a variety of activities to my cal-
endar (and discovering conflicts) and
trying to keep God close so as to not be
overwhelmed but be grateful.

WELCA, this summer,
surprisingly had a
summer break from
monthly meetings and
activities; we are now
ready to get back into
action! Here’s a look
at our fall calendar:

September 9 at 9:30
a.m. is the monthly
board meeting in the fellowship hall and
we welcome all women to join us. We
are always open to drop-in visitors as
well as suggestions on activities and
someone willing to coordinate an activi-

ty.

September 13 is Rally Day and WELCA
will be on hand to support and help as
needed.

October 16 is Ladies Night Out at 6:00
p-m. This is a fun evening filled with
food, lively conversation, and a fall-
themed modge podge candle jar craft —

easy and no creative skills required. We
will be collecting boxed Cereal for Path-
ways of Hope. Please sign up on the
patio and feel free to BYOB!

November 23 is Advent by Candlelight;
more details on this later.

Ladies night out is one of the ways
WELCA links the women at SPLC and
brings us into closer relationship with
each other. We have several circles that
provide for smaller interaction and clos-
er relationships. Each Circle has its own
personality —inspired by the personali-
ties of those in the group! Esther Cir-
cle’s members have life-
long connections as
4y some have been together
‘ § for 30 years. They have
, shared and bonded
a through a variety of life
stages and events, en-
couraging, comforting
and cheering each other
on. While Esther doesn’t
" | meet monthly, they are
heavily focused on ser-
vice; Esther members actively serve our
church community and local organiza-
tions and we are grateful that we can
always count on Esther Circle members
to participate and contribute as needed.

If you're not part of a circle, please con-
sider this an invitation to join or at least
contact the Circle leader to learn more.
Our Circle leaders, listed below, are
more than happy to speak with you.
Here’s our list of Circles and the leader
(s) to contact:

(Continued on page 10)

Women
" of the
ELCA

September
2026

Let it be known to
all of you, and to all the
people of Israel, that
this man is standing be-
fore you in
good health by the
name of Jesus Christ of
Nazareth,* whom you
crucified, whom God
raised from the dead.
Acts of the Apostles 4.10
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Esther: Diane Collins, 714-598-8122, Praying that you all have an easy entry
dianec@servpro-legal.com into Fall activities.

Pam Montgomery, 714-526-6417,

jjimother@yahoo.com Blessing

Elizabeth: Joyce Wolf, 562-277-2137, Karen

joylaine22@yahoo.com

Rahab: Greta Hobson, 714-390-5762,
greta.goellrich@gmail.com

Sarah: Sheila Richards, 714-745-5043,
sherichards@aol.com

Men's Bible Study

We are resuming the men's Bible study on Wednesday evening, September 9
using Zoom. We will begin with a 3-part series on the Book of Genesis lasting
approximately 20 weeks.

In Part 1, we will examine the origins of the human race and discover exactly
where suffering and death originated. We will also learn, among other things,
how mankind came to be divided into different races and nationalities, why the
world contains such a diversity of cultures and languages, and who committed
the first murder. Through it all, we will learn a precious truth about the God who
created all things—His love has been involved in human history from the very
beginning! He is still involved in it today.

If you are interested in participating, please email Tom Pankow
at tompankow@sbcglobal.net.

Ladies Night Out

e

g

NIGHT 0[//7—53 Ladies Night Out... hosted by Sarah BYOBeverage. Service project will be
= Circle. Parish Hall at 6 p.m. on Friday, boxes of Cereal for Pathways of Hope.

October 16th. Everyone Invited —bring Sign up in the Narthex.

a friend and come enjoy a night of

Fellowship.
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Thoughts and Prayers

STRENGTH, HEALING, COMFORT,
MERCY, PRAISE AND
THANKSGIVING —For the people of
every land and nation.

HEALING

Ning Amante

Dee Ermes

Natalie Reggio

Karen Legel

Ronald Likes

Shirley Strom

David & Noelle Wallace

Clay Baxter —Friend of Martha Huff
Johanna— Friend of a member
Janet—Mom of Renee Christensen

Phil - Friend of the Nygard Family

Chris Jean— Friend of Bill Meyer

Carol Dahl— Friend of Annette Nygard
Linda

Kathy & Mick Wallace

Brian Wallace — Brother of David Wallace
Zoe Kam — Friend of Monica Farias
Linda Nason

Carrie— Annette Nygard’s great niece
Savannah - David & Noelle Wallace
extended family

Jim & Sandy Roberts

George Marotz

Gloria Kam — Friend and neighbor of The
Farias Family

Tommy Jordan

Terry - Cousin of David Wallace
Sophia—friend of Reagan Fernandez
Bob Spurlock

Terry Lacy - friend of Sheila Richards
Edgar Fagen - Family member of Dale &
Kathie Kottkanmp

Ginna Bennett - Monica Faria's step mother

Clara Alonso—=Sbeila Richards’ neighbor
George Von Gnatensky
Brian—Barbara Littrell’s son

STRENGTH AND HEALING

Tom Peters,

Graham Stark — Father of Lawrence
Stark

Dawn Beckner - Friend of Mike Day
Jim Siegfried - Friend of Sue Bedell
Bobbie Godeke —Friend of Martha Huff
Marjorie Legel

Todd Shaw

Kenny Sackett

Jack Sorter

Corinna Likes—daughter of Ron & Linda
Likes

Wendy & Todd Golden - Friends of Mike
Day

John Draxler

Charlie Castro

COMFORT
Jordan Family - on the death of Brian Jordan

Ji Don't forget
4 our homebound
# and those in
extended care
facilities.

Ning Amante

211 E. Panorama Ct.
Brea, CA 92821-3443
714-332-8318

Dee Ermes

2525 N. Brea Blvd.
#118

Fullerton, CA 92835
714-256-7050

Janeen Ostby

1261 Montevideo Ave.
Placentia, CA 92870-
3908



SAVE THE DATE

RALLY DAY

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 13

| after Worship |

FoLLoW ySI On Facebook, just
search “St Paul Luther-
n & l@l an Church - Fullerton,
Facebook Jnstagram CA” and click the

“Follow” button.
On Instagram,
search
“stpaulfullertonca”
and click the “follow”

SUBSCRIBE TO OUR

You

CHA
button.
A Stephen Ministry ﬁ@

Congregation

SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICE
9:30 a.m.—In-Person Worship &
Live Stream on Facebook

W. Chris Winn, Director of Music
Isabel Cazares, Office Administrator
Julienne Valenzuela, Nursery Attendant

Phone: 714-879-8290 Fax: 714-879-5907
www.stpaulfullerton.org
stpaulfullerton@gmail.com

Give Online Here

a‘é S Evangelical Lutheran
%%’ Churchin America

God'’s work. Our hands.



