Christ Episcopal Church
Christmas in July
Eighth Sunday After Pentecost
Sunday, July 19, 2026 10 AM

PRELUDE Recorders: Cradle song & Away in a Manger W.J. Kirkpatrick

ENTRANCE HYMN O come all ye faithful H 83
1 O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant,

O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;

come, and behold him, born the King of angels;

Refrain:
O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord.

2 God from God, Light from Light eternal,
lo! he abhors not the Virgin's womb;
only-begotten Son of the Father; [Refrain]

3 Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation;
sing, all ye citizens of heaven above;
glory to God, glory in the highest; [Refrain]

OPENING ACCLAMATION
Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever. Amen

COLLECT FOR PURITY

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

SONG OF PRAISE (spoken)
all standing

Glory to God in the highest,

and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father,



we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY

Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray.

O God, you make us glad by the yearly festival of the birth of your only Son Jesus
Christ: Grant that we, who joyfully receive him as our Redeemer, may with sure
confidence behold him when he comes to be our Judge; who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

The Lessons
FIRST READING: Isaiah 52:7-10

A Reading from the Prophet Isaiah.

How beautiful upon the mountains
are the feet of the messenger who announces peace,
who brings good news,
who announces salvation,
who says to Zion, "Your God reigns."
Listen! Your sentinels lift up their voices,
together they sing for joy;
for in plain sight they see
the return of the LORD to Zion.

Break forth together into singing,
you ruins of Jerusalem,;



for the LORD has comforted his people,
he has redeemed Jerusalem.

The LORD has bared his holy arm
before the eyes of all the nations;

and all the ends of the earth shall see
the salvation of our God.

Reader The Word of the Lord
People Thanks be to God.
Psalm 98

1 Sing to the LORD a new song, *
for he has done marvelous things.

2 With his right hand and his holy arm *
has he won for himself the victory.
3 The LORD has made known his victory; *
his righteousness has he openly shown in the sight of the nations.
4 He remembers his mercy and faithfulness to the house of Israel, *
and all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God.
5 Shout with joy to the LORD, all you lands; *
lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing.
6 Sing to the LORD with the harp, *
with the harp and the voice of song.
7 With trumpets and the sound of the horn *
shout with joy before the King, the LORD.
8 Let the sea make a noise and all that is in it, *
the lands and those who dwell therein.
9 Let the rivers clap their hands, *
and let the hills ring out with joy before the LORD,
when he comes to judge the earth.

10 In righteousness shall he judge the world *
and the peoples with equity.

SECOND READING: Hebrews 1:1-4

A Reading from Paul’s Letter to the Hebrews.

Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets, but
in these last days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed heir of all things,
through whom he also created the worlds. He is the reflection of God's glory and the
exact imprint of God's very being, and he sustains all things by his powerful word.



When he had made purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty
on high, having become as much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is
more excellent than theirs.

Reader The Word of the Lord.

People Thanks be to God.

SEQUENCE HYMN Unto us a child is born H 98
1. Unto us a boy is born! 2. Cradled in a stall was he

The King of all creation, with sleepy cows and asses;

came he to a world forlorn, but the very beasts could see

the Lord of every nation. that he all men surpasses.

GOSPEL: John 1:1-14

Priest The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.
He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and
without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being in him was
life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the
darkness did not overcome it.

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to
testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not the
light, but he came to testify to the light. The true light, which enlightens everyone,
was coming into the world.

He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did
not know him. He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept
him. But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to
become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of
the will of man, but of God.

And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the
glory as of a father's only son, full of grace and truth.

Priest The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.



SEQUENCE HYMN Unto us a child is born H 98
4. Now may Mary's son, who came

so long ago to love us,

lead us all with hearts aflame

unto the joys above us.

THE SERMON

THE CREED
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that
is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our
salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became
incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified
under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right
hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and
his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father
and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has
spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection
of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

I ask your prayers for God's people throughout the world; for our Bishop Sally French;
for this gathering; and for all ministers and people.

Pray for the Church.

Silence

I ask your prayers for peace; for goodwill among nations; and for the well-being of all
people.

Pray for justice and peace.

Silence



I ask your prayers for the poor, the hungry, the oppressed and those in prison. I ask your
prayers for the sick especially Pat Hawkins, David Louro, Heather Terrace-Borgersen,
Br. Richard Biernacki, Ashley Wilson and all those on the Christ Church Prayer List,
Pray for those in any need or trouble.

Silence

I ask your prayers for all who seek God, or a deeper knowledge of him.
Pray that they may find and be found by him.

Silence

I ask your prayers for the departed especially Stephen Jantz, Alice Hoaglund, Felicity
Salmon and Rick Hartswell .
Pray for those who have died.

Silence

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect.

The Priest says

Heavenly Father, you have promised to hear what we ask in the Name of your Son:
Accept and fulfill our petitions, we pray, not as we ask in our ignorance, nor as we
deserve in our sinfulness, but as you know and love us in your Son Jesus

Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Celebrant then says
Let us humbly confess our sins unto Almighty God.

Minister and People

Most merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned against thee
in thought, word, and deed,

by what we have done,

and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved thee with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of thy Son Jesus Christ,

have mercy on us and forgive us;

that we may delight in thy will,

and walk in thy ways,

to the glory of thy Name. Amen.

The Priest says



Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in
eternal life. Amen.

THE PEACE
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.

Then the Celebrant and the People may greet one another in the name of the Lord.

Announcements:
Birthdays John DeLiso 07/19, Al Lynch IIT1 07/20,

Matthew McKinley 07/21, Ryder Casey 07/22, Christian Signore 07/23,
Cameron Signore 07/23, Kristina McKinley 07/24, Sarah Noecker 07/25
Sydney Sparaco 07/26
Anniversaries Al & Diane Lynch III 07/19, Maggie DeGroat-Patel & Nik Patel 07/26

Please join us for refreshments in the Undercroft after the service.

The Holy Communion



OFFERTORY SENTENCE
The Celebrant says

Let us with gladness present the offerings of our life and labor to the Lord.

OFFERTORY MUSIC Recorders: In dulci jubilo B. Gesius

THE DOXOLOGY

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost!

The Great Thanksgiving

The People remain standing.

Celebrant The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Celebrant Lift up your hearts.

People We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give him thanks and praise.

The Celebrant proceeds
God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, you are worthy of glory and praise.
Glory to you for ever and ever.

At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of interstellar space, galaxies,
suns, the planets in their courses, and this fragile earth, our island home.
By your will they were created and have their being.

From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and blessed us with
memory, reason, and skill. You made us the rulers of creation. But we turned against you,
and betrayed your trust; and we turned against one another.

Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight.

Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets and sages you revealed your
righteous Law. And in the fullness of time you sent your only Son, born of a woman, to



fulfill your Law, to open for us the way of freedom and peace.
By his blood, he reconciled us.
By his wounds, we are healed.

And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with prophets, apostles,
and martyrs, and with all those in every generation who have looked to you in hope, to
proclaim with them your glory, in their unending hymn:

Celebrant and People

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might,

heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

The Celebrant continues

And so, Father, we who have been redeemed by him, and made a new people by water
and the Spirit, now bring before you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be
the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ our Lord.

On the night he was betrayed he took bread, said the blessing, broke the bread, and gave
it to his friends, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do
this for the remembrance of me."

After supper, he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This
i1s my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the
forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me."

Remembering now his work of redemption, and offering to you this sacrifice of
thanksgiving,
We celebrate his death and resurrection, as we await the day of his coming.

Lord God of our Fathers and Mothers; God of Abraham and Sarah, Isaac and Rebecca,
and Jacob and Rachel and Leah; God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ: Open our eyes
to see your hand at work in the world about us. Deliver us from the presumption of
coming to this Table for solace only, and not for strength; for pardon only, and not for
renewal. Let the grace of this Holy Communion make us one body, one spirit in Christ,
that we may worthily serve the world in his name.

Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread.

Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through Jesus Christ our great High Priest, to
whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, your Church gives honor, glory, and worship,
from generation to generation. AMEN.
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THE LORD’S PRAYER
And now as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
People and Celebrant
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread and says
Celebrant  Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
People Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

INVITATION
The Gifts of God for the People of God.

A PRAYER FOR SPIRITUAL COMMUNION

The Celebrant says,

Let us say together on behalf of our friends online:

O loving God, in union with Christian people throughout the world who have gathered
to celebrate the Holy Eucharist, I offer you praise and thanksgiving. And since 1
cannot now receive you sacramentally, I ask you to come spiritually into my heart.
Cleanse and strengthen me with your grace, Lord Jesus, and let me never be separated
from you. May I live in you, and you in me, in this life and in the life to come. Amen.

DISTRIBUTION
If you are unsure as to whether or not you are permitted to receive communion, please
know that you are! All are always welcome at God'’s table!

COMMUNION MUSIC Recorders: [ wonder as I wander J.J. Niles

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
After Communion, the Celebrant says
Let us pray.

Celebrant and People
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food
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in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness
of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

POST-COMMUNION HYMN Silent Night HI111
1. Silent night, holy night,

all is calm, all is bright

round yon virgin mother and child.

Holy infant, so tender and mild,

sleep in heavenly peace.

Sleep in heavenly peace.

2. Silent night, holy night,
shepherds quake at the sight,
glories stream from heaven afar,
heavenly hosts sing alleluia;
Christ, the Savior, is born!
Christ, the Savior, is born!

3. Silent night, holy night,

Son of God, love's pure light
radiant beams from thy holy face,
with the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord at thy birth.

Jesus, Lord at thy birth.

BLESSING

The Priest blesses the people, saying

May Christ, who by his Incarnation gathered into one things earthly and heavenly, fill
you with his joy and peace; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and
the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always. Amen

RECESSIONAL HYMN Hark! the herald angels sing H 87
1. Hark! the herald angels sing

glory to the newborn King!

Peace on earth and mercy mild,

God and sinners reconciled!

Joyful, all ye nations, rise,

join the triumph of the skies;

with the angelic hosts proclaim

Christ is born in Bethlehem!
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Refrain:
Hark! the herald angels sing,
glory to the newborn King!

2. Christ, by highest heaven adored;
Christ, the everlasting Lord;

late in time behold him come,
offspring of the Virgin's womb.
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see;
hail the incarnate Deity.

Pleased as man with us to dwell;
Jesus, our Emmanuel! [Refrain]

3. Mild he lays his glory by,

born that we no more may die,

born to raise us from the earth,

born to give us second birth.

Risen with healing in his wings,

Light and life to all he brings,

hail, the Sun of Righteousness!

hail, the heaven-born Prince of Peace! [Refrain]

DISMISSAL
Celebrant  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord!

People Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE : [n dulci jubilo

D. Wood
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Those for Whom We Pray
Eileen Browne, Braden Grootenbooer, Michelle O'Mahony Barr, Dean Kolojeski,
Marianne Robbins, the Rev. Dr. Cathy Bickerton, Ralph Barth, Pat Hawkins, David
Louro, Dennis and Samantha, Heather Terrace-Borgersen, Laura Tozio-Ross, Stanley
lyczek, Jay, Cindy Roberti, Ted Owen, Br. Richard Biernacki, Lisa Sassone, Thomas
Wilson, Jim Cross, Joyce Caldon, Mary Musser, Warren S., Lynn F., Ericka M., Chris,
Marianne Robbins, Debbie, Morgan, Nicholas C., Eddie Edabach, Millie, Alex and Carly
Kovalevich, Kay Lynn Jantz, Pat Murphy, Jack, Ashley Wilson, Craig, David, Lou
Friedersdorff, Sandra Noecker, Judith Brown, Joann Hartswell, Ronnie Warren, Michael
S., Katie, Naomi, Preston, Rafi, Shanda, Steve Kruft, Chris, William Willis, Denise,
Jane Strong, Naomi, Edward Liska, John, Henry Campbell, Lisa Campbell, Barbara
Hutchinson, Annabelle Suarez, Jackie Butler, Allison Geist, Auston Dimitry, Russel
Poles, Maryellen S., Martin Spindell, Theresa Juskiewicz, Sydney D., Dylan D, Carmen
Holmstrom, Steve Brody, Fabiola Resto, Ingrid Perilloux, Asiyat Aral, Lilly, Sawyer
Hines, Darleen Colgan, Sami, Ellen, Elena, Michael A., Emily Straniero
Birthdays
John DeLiso 07/19, Al Lynch III 07/20,
Matthew McKinley 07/21, Ryder Casey 07/22, Christian Signore 07/23,
Cameron Signore 07/23, Kristina McKinley 07/24, Sarah Noecker 07/25
Sydney Sparaco 07/26
Anniversaries
Al & Diane Lynch 111 07/19
Maggie DeGroat-Patel & Nik Patel 07/26

Recently Departed

Alice Hoaglund and Stephen Jantz

In Memoriam

Felicity Salmon and Rick Hartswell

SERVING OUR WORSHIP
Celebrant
The Rev. Dr. Cathy Bickerton
Preacher
Rev. Tom Warren
Music Director
John Balme
Altar Guild
Erna Sottile, George Speidel, Betty Truscott, Barbara Brown
Lectors
George Speidel, Peggy Noecker and Pauline Dawson
Ushers
Al Lynch, Marc McKinley, Adrienne Iselhart, Ken Iselhart and Jim Hasler
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Altar Servers

Linda Barth, George Speidel, Sydney Sparaco and Dylan Sparaco

Christ Church has stood on Kings Highway since 1702 and has been a part of the
history of this community. We are a parish centered on prayerful worship, personal
growth in our faith, community participation, and peace.

We are committed to beauty in worship, responsible Bible teaching, and to unity and
diversity. We focus on faith, fellowship, and fun! We care about each other, our
community and the world. We hope that you will come worship with us and feel enriched
and refreshed. Wherever you are on your faith journey, you are welcome here!
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Christ Episcopal Church
90 Kings Highway e Middletown, NJ 07748 ® 732.671.2524
www.christchurchmiddletown.org




