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Trumpet Call
Aldersgate United Methodist Church Butte, MT

1621 Thornton Ave. Permit No.
Butte, MT 59701 300
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22: Dave Andersen & Mary Harsh

21: Alice Peterson
HAPPY 23: Dan Lambert
24: Joyce Clemo
27: Sherry Sullivan
27: Diana Surman
28: Sheryl Tremis

29: Ryley McLaughlin

01: Nancy Cass

03: Seth Leypoldt
06: Elaine Schnell
09: Debbie Fisher
09: Joyce Kuecks
15: Kama H. Morton
16: Phylis Rice

18: Cookie Jordan

TRUMPET CALL

APRIL 2025

ALDERSGATE UNITED

METHODIST CHURCH
1621 Thornton Ave., Butte
(406) 782-2425 | aldersgatech@outlook.com
www.aldersgatebutte.org
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If you would like
to donate to-
wards the cost of
Easter flowers in
honor of or in
memory of loved
ones, please
contact the
church office at:
(406) 782-2425

Rft

On April 12 at 6:30 PM, violinist Qing Li
and piano accompanist Victor Asuncion
nmeorsrrouneaton from the Piatigorsky Foundation will be

performing at Aldersgate. There will be cookies and a
chance to talk to the musicians after the performance.




Seth’s Message

| am taking a month’s break from our articles about the

ministry teams of the church to share a few different notes.

The month of April has several noteworthy items to share.
| think you will understand. Next month will be an article

Trhe about the Committee on Endowment.

w

m As | turned the calendar to my favorite month of the year (I

turn 52 on April 3") | thought about Holy Week and Easter.
This year we will be hosting a Good Friday service on April 18" at 7:00 pm.
This will be a special service. When | was in college | became good friends
with Shawn. His father was a pastor in the Church of the Brethren and through
Shawn | learned about the sacrament of Foot Washing. In the United Method-
ist Church we only have two sacraments: Holy Communion and Baptism, but
in the Church of the Brethren they add Foot Washing. | am so grateful to
Shawn for sharing with me the liturgy of this special service. In addition to
Shawn, | remember my friendship with Jim. He was a member of a church |
served and he too was raised in this same denomination. The community we
lived in did not have a Brethren congregation but he was active where | was
the pastor. Jim assisted me one year in this special Good Friday re-enactment
of the sacrament that he grew up with. He also taught me about the Love
Feast. “The Sacrament of Foot Washing must have a Love Feast following the
service,” Jim would tell me. Since we do not have a functioning kitchen we will
be modifying our form of the Love Feast; instead of a pot-luck meal we are
asking you to bring a dessert to share. So, on Good Friday, we will participate
in the Sacrament of Foot Washing and follow it up with Love Feast by sharing
together dessert.

Easter is April 20™. Join us for a special celebration as we remem-
ber the Resurrection of Jesus.

On another note, last Sunday it was announced that | will be tran-
sitioning to a new appointment come July 1% to the Stevensville United Meth-
odist Church. As of the writing of this article your new pastor has not been de-
termined. | am confident in Bishop Stoneking that she will appoint the right
candidate. | want to thank everyone for welcoming us into your state and into
the parsonage here in Butte. We loved Montana so much that we purchased a
home in Lolo in January. This is the place we want to retire. Thank you for the
past three years.
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Seth

Sermon Series

', \ or all the days
J that end in "why."

The people of '
The United Methodist ChurchB

FOR ALL THE DAYS THAT END IN WH “Y”
April 6™ — “Why, | Earned It!” based on Philippians 3.4-14
April 13" — “Why Was Jesus Betrayed?” based on Luke 22.14-
23

Easter Sunday, April 20™
“Peter Opened His Mouth” based on Acts 10.34-43

THE PURSUIT OF HAPPYNESS
April 27" — “Riding the Bus” based on 1 Samuel 3.1-20

Midweek Lipreaders — a Lay-led Bible study - has completed
the book “Knowing: Basics of the Faith”. They will take a short
hiatus, and will reconvene April 23 at 10:00 AM Wednesday

Ghisges, morning —with a new Book! Stay tuned!

Blood Drive: 10 AM—3 PM
Your blood donation can help patients fighting cancer, undergoing
surgeries, facing complicated child births or recovering from traumat-
ic injuries. More donors are needed now. Please make your appoint-
ment by going to www.redcrossblood.org or calling 1(800) 733-2767
Sponsor Code: Aldersgate



https://www.redcrossblood.org/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR0N2Cgb1qFBSQewWdJXS2EcGYYi__ET7qrWQD0jojht_MBakgADmRIox5M_aem_qv7ozDnSX46vRWLV5K-2fw

10:00 Confirmation
6:30 Piatigorsky Concert

Sat
12
19
26

25
7:00 Men's Breakfast

7:00 Men's Breakfast
7:00 Men's Breakfast
7:00 Men's Breakfast
7:00 Good Friday Service

11
18

9:00 AARP Tax Service
9:00 AARP Tax Service
10:00 Blood Drive

4:00 Girl Scouts

4:00 6irl Scouts

Thu
10

17
24

8:00 Women's 4th Day
9:30 Sandwich Ministry
6:30 Men's 4th day

8:00 Women's 4th Day
5:30 Choir Practice

6:30 Men's 4th day

8:00 Women's 4th Day
5:30 Choir Practice

6:30 Men's 4th day

8:00 Women's 4th Day
10:00 Midweek Lipreaders
5:30 Choir Practice

6:30 Men's 4th day

8:00 Women's 4th Day
10:00 Midweek Lipreaders
5:30 Choir Practice

6:30 Men's 4th day

7:00 Ad Council

Wed
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16

23

30

WAPRL

Tue

7:00 Mining City Choir
7:00 Trustees

15

7:00 Mining City Choir
22

7:00 Mining City Choir
29

7:00 Mining City Choir
7:00 Finance

Mon

11:AM Barnabas
14

21

28

11:30 Coffee & Conversation
11:30 Coffee & Conversation
11:30 Coffee & Conversation

10:30 Easter Worship
11:30 Easter Egg Hunt

Sun

6

9:00 Adult S5
10:30 Worship
13

9:00 Adult 55
10:30 Worship
3:00 Youth Group
4:00 Kid's Group
20

9:00 Adult 55
27

9:00 Adult S5
10:30 Worship

LEADER Seth has received an appointment to serve the

' church in Stevensville, Montana. This was an-
e nounced by our SPRC Chair Bonnie Canty on
28 ! Sunday March 30", 2025. Pastor Seth’s new appointment will allow him
to reside with his wife and family in Lolo, so this assignment was good
for Seth personally. We want to thank him for his service here at Al-
dersgate.

In 2022 the Administrative Council here at Aldersgate began discussing
our financial situation here at Aldersgate and whether it might be appro-
priate to go to a part-time pastor as we did in 2019 when Pastor Sue
McNichols served here on a part time basis. At the request of the Ad
Council the Finance Committee began evaluating the financial situation
and they determined that at the present level of attendance and giving
that the expense of a full time pastor was causing substantial budget
deficits on an annual basis and may be unsustainable in the long term.
The Staff Parish Relations Committee took that information to the District
Superintendent for the Mountain Sky Conference last year and after their
review they agreed that a part time pastor might be appropriate. SPRC
has been in contact with the District Superintendent in Missoula and we
expect to receive notice very shortly that a new pastor has been appoint-
ed to serve here at Aldersgate. When that occurs, we will notify you of
the new appointment.

We have been through this change in our church’s status before and we
came through it in good condition because we remained strong in our
conviction that Aldersgate is a strong faith community and provides an
important witness to the City of Butte. Until we are assigned a new pas-
tor, we ask you to remember that Aldersgate is our church home, and
that God has a plan for our faith community that will allow us to survive
and continue to serve and prosper.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact a member of lead-
ership.

Brad Belke, Lay Leader

| LAY As | am sure you are aware by now Pastor

i A detailed calendar of events can be found on our website: aldersgatebutte.org




WHAT HAPPENS NEXT, SURPRISE

| don't like surprises, | like to know what to expect, to
know what happens next. Which may mean | am afraid
of being surprised. My preference is to repeat some-
thing that worked before rather than risk the unknown.
We like the familiar and as a result, | think sometimes

der

we can become overly familiar with Gospel stories like
the raising of Lazarus, so much so, that we really aren't listening when we
hear them again. Because as we read John 11, “Now a man named Laza-
rus was sick”, we already know how the story ends. Ok, that’s the story
where Jesus raised the dead guy! Wouldn't it be nice to hear this story
again for the first time?

Because when we already know what is going to happen, we tend to for-
get that for Mary, Martha, and the disciples, no one, NO ONE, was ex-
pecting resurrection. Because resurrection is not what happens next.
What happens next is a grave, a lot of tears, food from friends and neigh-
bors, flowers, and then no surprise, Lazarus is still dead. Because staying
dead is what we expect dead people to do. But for Jesus to tell them to
roll away the stone and call Lazarus by name, and then for Lazarus to rise
up, that was not what happens next, surprise.

| think we often get in a rut where we assume that all we have to do, to
be good Christians, is apply the formula of believing and behaving a cer-
tain way and then we can live with nothing but certainty. Terri and | are
watching the Chosen series again and | think my favorite part is the sur-
prise the characters show when the unexpected happens. | think watch-
ing it again | have learned that being a person of faith doesn’t mean you
get to be certain. It means that you need to be on the lookout for the
unexpected, the surprises, the thing that is not supposed to happen next.
If anything, it means that like Mary and Martha, you get to be surprised.

What if faith, real faith is about recognizing that when something is not
expected, then perhaps it is a God thing?

What if faith, real faith is about recognizing that when something is not
expected, then perhaps it is a God thing?
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| think having a God of resurrection means that the story is seldom over
when we think it is. | think we must wait to see the unexpected, with all
who have lost faith, all those who walked away in sadness and grief, with
the women at the tomb, and the men who hid in fear. We have to wait
for the unexpected, wait for what happens next, wait for the surprise, and
then together we can confess, embrace, and shout from the mountain
tops, the great mystery of faith:

Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again.

So, as we move together through Lent towards Easter let us not assume
that we already know how the story goes. Let us agree to let go of what
we expect and prepare to be surprised. Surprised by empty tombs, sur-
prised by the thing you never saw coming. Surprised by how you can
lose something or someone which you thought you could not live with-
out and then find yourself living anyway. Surprised that people love you.
Surprised that the tears still come when you hear the Gospel story. Sur-
prised, as we say, at empty tombs because while it may be Friday, as be-
lievers we know that Sunday is coming.

| believe that this is how the God of resurrection is wanting to be known,
because the unexpected is happening everywhere, faith just lets us rec-
ognize the surprise of it.

Amen.
Brad Belke

February Financials

Total Spending

Year to Date Budget Year to Date Actual

$33,835 $47,705
Total Giving
Year to Date Budget Year to Date Actual
$28,667 $27,730

As you can see, spending is exceeding income. We had some higher insurance ex-
penses and final apportionment for 2024 was paid. We are working towards some
grants to help pay for a new boiler. Please remember you church and help with our
shortage,




