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INTRODUCTION

In the Middle Ages, the Church kept Advent as a season of great solemnity — a time in which to meditate
upon the ultimate issues of death, judgment, hell, and heaven. Advent was also a time of great rejoicing for
Christ would come, not only as Judge, but also as Savior, and would usher in the Kingdom of God.
Advent, therefore, provided a vivid preparation for Christmas. Processions from West to East, and the use
of lights spoke of the Church’s hope in the coming of Christ — the Light of the world — to banish sin and
darkness. Antiphons were sung, calling upon God to deliver his people, and readings from the Hebrew
scriptures were seen as pointing to the fulfilment of God’s purposes in Jesus.

We are excited to present to you the 10th anniversary season of St. Cecilia Music Guild. Founded in 2016
to bring the gift of free live music to Cape region audiences, the Guild continues today in that same
tradition. In the past decade, over 12,000 people have attended a Guild concert or special choral liturgy.
Our programming has evolved to include folk and jazz music, as well as classical chamber ensembles and
St. Peter’s own Anglican choral tradition. None of this would be possible without the support of you, our
patrons and friends. Please consider lending your support by using the offering plate at the front door or
giving online at StCeciliaGuild.org. We look forward to seeing you again!

Sincerely,

The Standing Committee of St. Cecilia Music Guild
Jody Barbarulo
Anne Broomfield
Pat Casadei
Tom Crowley
Ann Freeman
Peg Naylor
Lois Powell ,

Kelley Mallon, Parish Administrator
Fr. Jeftrey Ross, Rector
Scott Samples, Senior Warden

T.]J. Thomas, Minister of Music /.

DONATE

Cover image: Advent Blue Pulpit Fall, St. Peter’s Church, C.M. Almy & Co.
Given to the Glory of God by Donald M. Matthews
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The service begins in a darkened church.

HANDBELL PRELUDE The King Shall Come When Morning Dawns arr. John Behnke (b. 1953)

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel

The Congregation stands, as able, at the ringing of the narthex bell.

THE BLESSING OF THE LIGHT

Officiant
People
Officiant
People
Officiant
People
Officiant
People

Officiant

You, O Lord are my lamp:

You turn our darkness into light.
With you, O Lord, is the well of life:
In your light shall we see light.
Your word is a lantern to my feet:
And a light upon our path.

Jesus Christ is the Light of the world:
A light no darkness can quench.

Let us pray.

Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on the
armor of light, now in the time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ
came to visit us in great humility; that in the last day, when he shall come again in
his glorious majesty to judge both the living and the dead, we may rise to the life
immortal; through him who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and for ever. Amen.

During the procession candles are lit from liturgical West (front door) to East (altar.)

HYMN IN PROCESSION O come, O come, Emmanuel The Hymnal 1982, # 56
Stanza 1: Choir 5: All
2: All 6: Upper Voices
3. All 7: All

4: Lower Voices 8: All

THE BIDDING PRAYER

Officiant

Beloved of Christ, let us pray for the Church, that we would open our eyes to God’s
light in our world and open our hearts to be eager for God’s coming kingdom. Lord
our God, through your prophets you comforted us in our weakness and called us to
use our strengths for the good of others. As we pray in this season for Christ’s
coming, we ask that we would have the confidence to renew our own lives, that,
through compassion and practical service, we may be made agents of your kingdom
in our world.



Let us also pray for the needs of his whole world; for peace and goodwill over all the
earth; for the mission and unity of the Church for which he died, and especially in
this country and within this city. And because this of all things would rejoice his
heart, let us at this time remember in his name the poor and the helpless; the
hungry and the oppressed; the sick and those who mourn; the lonely and the
unloved; the aged and the little children; and all those who know not the Lord
Jesus, or who love him not, or who by sin have grieved his heart of love.

Lastly, let us remember before God his pure and lowly Mother, and all those who
rejoice with us, but upon another shore and in a greater light, that multitude which
no one can number, whose hope was in the Word made flesh, and with whom, in
this Lord Jesus, we for evermore are one.

These prayers and praises let us humbly offer up to the throne of heaven, in the
words which Christ himself taught us:

All Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Congregation sits.
FIRST LESSON

Reader A reading from the book of Genesis.  [3:1-15]

Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal that the LORD God had made. He
said to the woman, ‘Did God say, “You shall not eat from any tree in the garden”?” The woman
said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden; but God said, “You shall
not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the middle of the garden, nor shall you touch it, or you
shall die.” But the serpent said to the woman, ‘You will not die; for God knows that when you eat
of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” So when the
woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree
was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate; and she also gave some to her
husband, who was with her, and he ate. Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that
they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and made loincloths for themselves.

They heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden at the time of the evening breeze,
and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the trees of

the garden. But the LORD God called to the man, and said to him, “Where are you?” He said, ‘I
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heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself.” He
said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree of which I commanded
you not to eat?” The man said, “The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit from
the tree, and I ate.” Then the LORD God said to the woman, “What is this that you have done?’
The woman said, “The serpent tricked me, and I ate.” The LORD God said to the serpent, ‘Because
you have done this, cursed are you among all animals and among all wild creatures; upon your
belly you shall go, and dust you shall eat all the days of your life. I will put enmity between you
and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will strike your head, and you will strike

his heel.’

Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.

People Thanks be to God.
ANTHEM

1. As the dark awaits the dawn, 2. As the blue expectant hour
so we await your light. before the silvering skies,
O Star of promise, scatter night, we long to see your day arise,
loving bright, loving bright, whole and wise, whole and wise,
till shades of fear are gone. O lucent Morning Star.

3. As the moon reflects the sun 4. Shine your future on this place,
until the night’s decrease, enlighten every guest,
may we your healing light release, that through us stream your holiness,
living peace, living peace, bright and blest, bright and blest;
unto your holy dawn. come dawn, O Sun of grace.

Words: Susan Palo Cherwien (1953-2021)
Music: Carl Schalk (1929-2021)

SECOND LESSON
Reader A reading from the prophet Isaiah.  [40:1-11]

Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her that
she has served her term, that her penalty is paid, that she has received from the LORD’S hand
double for all her sins.

A voice cries out: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD, make straight in the desert a
highway for our God. Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low;
the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain. Then the glory of

the LORD shall be revealed, and all people shall see it together, for the mouth of the LORD has
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spoken.” A voice says, “Cry out!” And I said, “What shall I cry?” All people are grass, their
constancy is like the flower of the field. The grass withers, the flower fades, when the breath of
the LORD blows upon it; surely the people are grass. The grass withers, the flower fades; but the
word of our God will stand forever.

Get you up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good tidings; lift up your voice with strength,
O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, lift it up, do not fear; say to the cities of Judah, “Here is your
God!” See, the Lord GOD comes with might, and his arm rules for him; his reward is with him,
and his recompense before him. He will feed his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in

his arms, and carry them in his bosom, and gently lead the mother sheep.

Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
People Thanks be to God.

The Congregation stands, as able.
HYMN Comfort, comfort ye my people The Hymnal 1982, # 67
The Congregation sits.
THIRD LESSON
Reader A reading from the prophet Isaiah.  [65:17-25]

For I am about to create new heavens and a new earth; the former things shall not be remembered
or come to mind. But be glad and rejoice forever in what I am creating; for I am about to create
Jerusalem as a joy, and its people as a delight. I will rejoice in Jerusalem, and delight in my people;
no more shall the sound of weeping be heard in it, or the cry of distress. No more shall there be in
it an infant that lives but a few days, or an old person who does not live out a lifetime; for one
who dies at a hundred years will be considered a youth, and one who falls short of a hundred will
be considered accursed. They shall build houses and inhabit them; they shall plant vineyards and
eat their fruit. They shall not build and another inhabit; they shall not plant and another eat; for
like the days of a tree shall the days of my people be, and my chosen shall long enjoy the work of
their hands. They shall not labor in vain, or bear children for calamity; for they shall be offspring
blessed by the LORD— and their descendants as well. Before they call I will answer, while they are
yet speaking I will hear. The wolf and the lamb shall feed together, the lion shall eat straw like the
ox; but the serpent—its food shall be dust! They shall not hurt or destroy on all my holy
mountain, says the LORD.

Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
People Thanks be to God.



ANTHEM

And I saw a new heaven and a new earth:

for the first heaven and the first earth were passed away;
and there was no more sea.

And I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem,

coming down from God out of heaven,

prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.

And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying,
“Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men,

and he will dwell with them and they shall be his people,
and God himself shall be with them and be their God.
And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes;

and there shall be no more death,

neither sorrow nor crying,

neither shall there be any more pain,

for the former things are passed away.”

Words: Revelation 21:1-4
Music: Edgar L. Bainton (1880-19506)

FOURTH LESSON
Reader A reading from the gospel of Matthew.  [25:1-13]

“Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten bridesmaids took their lamps and went to
meet the bridegroom. Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. When the foolish took their
lamps, they took no oil with them; but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. As the
bridegroom was delayed, all of them became drowsy and slept. But at midnight there was a shout,
‘Look! Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.” Then all those bridesmaids got up and
trimmed their lamps. The foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are
going out.” But the wise replied, ‘No! there will not be enough for you and for us; you had better
go to the dealers and buy some for yourselves.” And while they went to buy it, the bridegroom
came, and those who were ready went with him into the wedding banquet; and the door was
shut. Later the other bridesmaids came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.” But he replied, “Truly
I tell you, I do not know you.” Keep awake therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour.

Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
People Thanks be to God.

HANDBELL ANTHEM Sleepers, Wake! J.S. Bach (1685-1750)
Richard Scalenghe, clarinet arr. Bob Burroughs (b. 1937)
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The Congregation stands, as able.

HYMN

Wake, awake, for night is flying

The Hymnal 1940, # 3
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FIFTH LESSON

Reader A reading from the prophet Zephaniah. [3:14-18]

Sing aloud, O daughter Zion; shout, O Israel! Rejoice and exult with all your heart, O daughter
Jerusalem! The LORD has taken away the judgments against you, he has turned away your
enemies. The king of Israel, the LORD, is in your midst; you shall fear disaster no more. On that
day it shall be said to Jerusalem: Do not fear, O Zion; do not let your hands grow weak. The
LORD, your God, is in your midst, a warrior who gives victory; he will rejoice over you with
gladness, he will renew you in his love; he will exult over you with loud singing as on a day of
festival. I will remove disaster from you, so that you will not bear reproach for it.

Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
People Thanks be to God.

ANTHEM

O Thou, the central orb of righteous love,
Pure beam of the most High, eternal Light
Of this our wintry world, Thy radiance bright
Awakes new joy in faith, hope soars above.

Come, quickly come, and let thy glory shine,
Gilding our darksome heaven with rays Divine.

Thy saints with holy lustre round Thee move,
As stars about thy throne, set in the height
Of God’s ordaining counsel, as Thy sight

Gives measured grace to each, Thy power to prove.

Let Thy bright beams disperse the gloom of sin,
Our nature all shall feel eternal day

In fellowship with thee, transforming clay

To souls erewhile unclean, now pure within. Amen.

Words: Henry Ramsden Bramley (1833-1917)
Music: Charles Wood (1866—-1926)
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SIXTH LESSON

Reader A reading from the prophet Baruch.  [4:36-5:9]

Look towards the east, O Jerusalem, and see the joy that is coming to you from God. Look, your
children are coming, whom you sent away; they are coming, gathered from east and west, at the
word of the Holy One, rejoicing in the glory of God. Take off the garment of your sorrow and
affliction, O Jerusalem, and put on for ever the beauty of the glory from God. Put on the robe of
the righteousness that comes from God; put on your head the diadem of the glory of the
Everlasting; for God will show your splendor everywhere under heaven. For God will give you
evermore the name, ‘Righteous Peace, Godly Glory’.

Arise, O Jerusalem, stand upon the height; look towards the east, and see your children gathered
from west and east at the word of the Holy One, rejoicing that God has remembered them. For
they went out from you on foot, led away by their enemies; but God will bring them back to you,
carried in glory, as on a royal throne. For God has ordered that every high mountain and the
everlasting hills be made low and the valleys filled up, to make level ground, so that Israel may
walk safely in the glory of God. The woods and every fragrant tree have shaded Israel at God’s
command. For God will lead Israel with joy, in the light of his glory, with the mercy and
righteousness that come from him.

Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
People Thanks be to God.

The Congregation stands, as able, to sing the hymn on the next page.
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Words: Eleanor Farjeon (1881-1965) © 1957 Eleanor Farjeon.
Music:  Bescangon Carol, harm. Barry Rose (b. 1934) © 1999 Novello & Co. Ltd.
Reprinted by permission of OneLicense #A-709423.

The Congregation sits.
SEVENTH LESSON

Reader A reading from the gospel of Luke.  [1:26-38]

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a
virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was
Mary. And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” But she was
much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said to
her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And now, you will conceive in
your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the
Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. He
will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.”

Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” The angel said to her, “The Holy
Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the
child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. And now, your relative Elizabeth in
her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be

barren. For nothing will be impossible with God.” Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the
Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her.

Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
People Thanks be to God.
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ANTHEM

Thou shalt know him when he comes,
Not by any din of drums,

Nor his manners, nor his airs,

Nor by anything he wears.

Thou shalt know him when he comes,
Not by his crown or by his gown,

But his coming known shall be,

by the holy harmony

which his coming makes in thee.

Thou shalt know him when he comes.

Amen.

Words: Anonymous
Music: Mark Sirett (b. 1952)

The Congregation stands, as able.

VESPER RESPONSORY
Cantor Judah and Jerusalem, fear not, nor be dis-/mayed:
People (5 —

Tomorrow go ye forth, and the Lord, he will be with you.

Cantor Stand ye still, and ye shall see the salvation of the / Lord:
People Tomorrow go ye forth, and the Lord, he will be with you.
Cantor Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy / Ghost:
People Tomorrow go ye forth, and the Lord, he will be with you.
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THE BLESSING

Officiant  May Almighty God, by whose providence our Savior Christ came among us in great
humility, sanctify you with the light of his blessing and set you free from all sin.
Amen.

May he whose second Coming in power and great glory we await, make you
steadfast in faith, joyful in hope, and constant in love. Amen.

May you, who rejoice in the first Advent of our Redeemer, at his second Advent be
rewarded with unending life. Amen.

And the blessing of God Almighty, % the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, be

upon you and abide with you for ever. Amen.

HYMN IN PROCESSION Lo! he comes, with clouds descending The Hymnal 1982, # 57

The Congregation is seated and kindly requested to keep silence during the Voluntary.

CONCLUDING VOLUNTARY Est ist ein Ros entsprungen  arr. Johannes Brahms (1833-1897)
(Lo, how a Rose €’er blooming)
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Participants in this Liturgy

First Lesson Sixth Lesson

Jackson Cohen The Rev. Kathy Andonian
Associate for Newcomer Engagement

Second Lesson

The Rev. Rebecca Brenner Seventh Lesson
The Rev. Jeffrey Austin Ross
Third Lesson Rector

Robert Gotwalt
Organist and Choirmaster

Fourth Lesson T.]. Thomas
The Rev. Dr. Elizabeth Kaeton Minister of Music
Fifth Lesson Verger

Scott Samples Jackie Ferris

Senior Warden of the Vestry

Parish Choir

Soprano Alto Tenor Bass
Carol Conroy Anna Currence » Jack Ay Joe DiSalvo
Jeannie Cummins Ann Freeman Roo Brown Gary Gallamore
Eleanor Hodges Jane McMahon Gilly ~ Bob Fischer John Gilly
Kathy Lombard Kelley Mallon Steve Hrybyk Mike Harris
Lois Powell Peg Naylor Richard McPherson Norm Last
Helen Ralston Nanette Sheerin Scott Samples Nick Lindberg
Joanne Ward Donna Jeanne Turnell Michael Main

Stephanie Williams Chris Mark

A High School Choral Scholar

Handbell Choir
Anne Broomfield Pam Davis Rebecca Good Ann Osterdale
Charlotte Brown Marjanna Dyal Sandra Jost Scott Samples
Anne Canan Ann Freeman Peg Naylor Tim Vezzetti

Helen Waite
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Saint ($2,500+)
James & Karen Allen®
Howard Bevard & John Padden

Tom Crowley
Bob & Karen Fischer

Seraphim ($1,500+)

Cherubim ($750+)
Sanford Ayers, 111"
Ruth Barnett!*

Ann Freeman’

David Hogue

Bill & AnnLyn Martin

Richard McPherson & Michael Main

Margaret Naylor
Carol Wzorek &
The Rev. Carlyle Gill®

Archangel ($350+)

Pat & Jonathan Bartels

The Rev. Rebecca Brenner
Stuart Brahs & Carol Kless
Pam Davis

The Rev. Fred & Linda Day
Mike & Alice Harris
Claudette John

Harvey & Tina Maclary
Scott Samples & Jeff Whipple
Jerry Sipes*

Sara Sylwester®

D]J Turnell

Chuck & Joanne Ward'®

DONATE

St. Cecilia Music Guild Donors

Angel ($150+)
David Bleil
Tony & Anne Broomfield

Roo Brown'

Carol Conroy®

Stephen Cordano & Lori Sitler
Martha D’Erasmo

Joe DiSalvo
Marianna Dyal
Denise Emery'
Eleanor Hodges
Stephen & Beth Hrybyk

Jeff Indrisano & Jennifer Meikle
Mary Jackson*

Erika Joyce’

Paul & Eileen Kraeger

Tracy Mulveny"!

Barbara Passikoff & Sandra Pace
Michael & Jessica Potter®

Janet Ross!®

Richard Scalenghe

John & Michele Schultz®

Perrin Smith

Cynthia M. Spencer

1,2,3

Laura Townley

Laura Troxel

Tim Vezzetti & Jack Kriza

Helen Waite!”

Michael Weider & Chris Beakey*
Marylou Wellbrock-Reeves

Donations in honor of:
A St. Cecilia Music Guild
B St. Cecilia

Thank you!

Cantor ($75+)

Gavin & Lou Braithwaite

Pat & Gary Casadei*®

Philip J. & Mary Presta Farelly
George & The Rev. Carol Flett
Patricia Hall

Jim Held

Leslie Ilaw

Natalie Kerr

Nick Lindberg & Jean Hosutt
Paul & Mitzi Kratt

Andy & MaryBeth Krytzer'>!¢
William Manthorpe®

Drew McKay & Susan McElligott
Judy Moore

Joseph E. Nimerfroh’

Sue Potts & Karen Kohn

Jay & Darlene Rooney
Melanie Samardza

Ernie & Patty Soffronoff
Stephanie Williams

Donations in memory of-
'Cathy Mark

Richard Freeman

‘Herm Schechinger
“Carolyn Brown

*Janet Samples
SStephanie Donato
"Roberta Lindsay Williams
$Jim & Edith Conroy
9David A. Nimerfroh
"Jack Emery

"Cathy Mark

2Qur Parents & Heath
BJon Newsom

"Ted Barnett

S. Edward & Gay Ayers
1Ruth Barnett

“Michael Krausz
8Aileen M. Johnson

Donations in the past 12 months were believed accurate
on November 30, 2025. Please accept our apology and
contact us if you have been accidentally omitted. E-mail
scmg@stpeterslewes.org or call 302-645-8479.
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St. Cecilia Music Guild: Coming Up Next

Sunday, February 1,2026 at 3 p.m.

Lewes Chamber Players

Sylvia Ahramyjian, violin; Dana Allaband, violin; Sarah Sutton, viola;
Thomas Kraines, cello; Hiroko Yamazaki, piano

Visit StCeciliaGuild.org for a
complete listing of events!

Sunday, March 8, 2026 at 5 p.m.

John Rutter’s “Requiem”

Parish Choir, Chamber Orchestra, Guest Soloists
T.J. Thomas, conductor
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YOU RE INVITED TO

- Cellelpate

CHRISTMAS WITH. US :

Sunday, December 21, 2025 at 4pm
Diocesan Christmas Lessons and Carols with Bishop Brown
Saint Peter’s is honored to host this annual diocesan service with the Choir School of DE

Monday, December 22, 2025 at 7pm
The Longest Night Service
Near the Winter Solstice, we gather to console those living with loss and grief.

Christmas Eve - Wednesday, December 24, 2025
3sopm A Godly Play Christmas with Holy Eucharist
(especially intended for Children and young families)
5% pm Christmas Lessons and Carols with Holy Eucharist
8 pm Festal Holy Eucharist with parish choir
11pm Festal Holy Eucharist with parish choir and incense

Christmas Day - Thursday, December 25, 2025
9 am Holy Eucharist with Baptism (Spoken service)
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PARISH CLERGY & STAFF

The Rev. Jeffrey Austin Ross, Rector
Ms. Kelley Mallon, Parish Administrator
Ms. Jessica Potter, Director of Communications and Youth Ministry
Mr. T.]. Thomas, Minister of Music
<
The Rev. Kathy Andonian, Associate for Newcomer Engagement

Mr. Robert Reehorst, Sexton
Ms. Helen Waite, Gardner

ST. PETER’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
P.O. Box 464

Lewes, DE 19958
(302) 645-8479

www.stpeterslewes.org
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