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*Please stand in body or in spirit   

CELEBRATING  GOD’S  PRESENCE 
PRELUDE “God So Loved” PRAISE TEAM 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS BARB BATT 

GREETING ONE ANOTHER BARB BATT 

BIND US TOGETHER SONG CHRYSTAL COTTRELL 

PREPARING OUR HEARTS FOR WORSHIP 
“Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus” 

CHRYSTAL COTTRELL 

* CALL  TO  WORSHIP  (PSALM 95:1-3, 6) 

OPENING PRAYER 
All: Holy, gracious and merciful God, you are overflowing with love, infinite in 

kindness, and incomparable in glory. There is no other like you in all our imagining. Your 
presence breaks into our lives, reflected in the beauty of creation, and refreshes and 
inspires us. 

You renew us to imagine new things, you strengthen us to meet life’s changes and 
challenges. In response to your goodness and glory, we offer you our thanks in the words 
of our prayers and the praise from our hearts. 

We honor you with our lives, worshipping you as Creator, Redeemer and Sustainer, 
this day and every day, now and always. Amen. 

REV. KIM NOFEL 
One: O come, let us sing to the Lord; let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation!  
All: Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving; let us make a joyful noise to him 

with songs of praise! 
One: For the Lord is a great God, and a great King above all gods. 
All: O come, let us worship and bow down, let us kneel before the Lord, our Maker! 



HYMN  #344 “He's Got the Whole World in His Hands”  
CHRYSTAL COTTRELL & CONGREGATION 

 
*PRAISE SONGS “Everlasting God” and “Your Grace Finds Me”  

CLARK & MELINDA HAGAN, MIKE & JULIE BAGGETT, BOBBIE MARCHESE & CRAIG PASTINE 

 
CELEBRATING GRACE AND FORGIVENESS 

CALL TO CONFESSION BARB BATT 
One: The apostle Paul wrote to the believers in Galatia, “For freedom Christ has set us free. 
Stand firm, therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke of slavery.” With full assurance of 
God’s grace and mercy in Jesus Christ, let us confess our sin before God and our neighbor.  

PRAYER OF CONFESSION   

All: Gracious and loving God, forgive us when we turn a deaf ear to your call in Jesus Christ 
and to the cries of those in the world who need your love and our help. Forgive us when we 
treat discipleship as a yoke of oppression rather than a blessing and gift for leading a 
faithful life as your people. O Lord, forgive our sin. Help us to know and love you with all 
that we are that we may love our neighbors as we love ourselves. We pray for the strength 
of your Holy Spirit to equip us for our calling as followers of Jesus Christ, in whom we have 
our hope and put our trust. Amen.  

(Silent Personal Confession) 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
One: The apostle Paul also wrote to the believers in Galatia, “For you were called to 

freedom, brothers and sisters; only do not use your freedom as an opportunity for 
self-indulgence, but through love become slaves to one another. For the whole law is 
summed up in a single commandment, ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’”  
Friends, believe the good news of the gospel:  

All: In Jesus Christ, our sins are forgiven. Thanks be to God! 

 
CALL FOR THE OFFERING REV. KIM NOFEL 

One: O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, for his steadfast love endures forever. With 
glad and generous hearts, let us return to God our tithes and offerings with thanksgiving and 

gratitude for all God has done for us in Jesus Christ.  

Offertory: “The Outlaw” by Larry Norman TOM MOTTINGER 

DOXOLOGY  

“Praise God from Whom all blessings flow. Praise Him all creatures here below. 
Praise Him above ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen” 

 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION  
All: Accept these gifts we bring, O Lord. Give us the wisdom, courage, and love we need to 
use them in ways that please you, spread the gospel, and care for our neighbors with the 
love of Jesus. We thank you for your indescribable gift! Amen. 



PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION BARB BATT 

One: Eternal God, in your Word we read, “For whatever was written in former days was 
written for our instruction, so that by steadfastness and by the encouragement of the 

scriptures we might have hope.” As your Word is read and proclaimed, give us ears and 
hearts to hear that we might be encouraged and have hope as your children. In Jesus 

Christ, the Word made flesh. Amen. 

Old Testament Reading: Genesis 12:1-9 (from NRSV)  BARB BATT 

Now the Lord said to Abram, ‘Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s house 
to the land that I will show you. 2 I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you, and 
make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. 3 I will bless those who bless you, and 
the one who curses you I will curse; and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.’ 
4 So Abram went, as the Lord had told him; and Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-five 
years old when he departed from Haran. 5 Abram took his wife Sarai and his brother’s son 
Lot, and all the possessions that they had gathered, and the persons whom they had acquired 
in Haran; and they set forth to go to the land of Canaan. When they had come to the land of 
Canaan, 6 Abram passed through the land to the place at Shechem, to the oak of Moreh. At 
that time the Canaanites were in the land. 7 Then the Lord appeared to Abram, and said, ‘To 
your offspring I will give this land.’ So he built there an altar to the Lord, who had appeared to 
him. 8 From there he moved on to the hill country on the east of Bethel, and pitched his tent, 
with Bethel on the west and Ai on the east; and there he built an altar to the Lord and 
invoked the name of the Lord. 9 And Abram journeyed on by stages towards the Negeb. 

New Testament Reading: Romans 4:13-25 (from NRSV) BARB BATT 

13 For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his 
descendants through the law but through the righteousness of faith. 14 If it is the adherents of 
the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. 15 For the law brings 
wrath; but where there is no law, neither is there violation. 
16 For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be 
guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but also to those who 
share the faith of Abraham (for he is the father of all of us, 17 as it is written, ‘I have made you 
the father of many nations’)—in the presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life 
to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist. 18 Hoping against hope, he 
believed that he would become ‘the father of many nations’, according to what was said, ‘So 
numerous shall your descendants be.’ 19 He did not weaken in faith when he considered his 
own body, which was already as good as dead (for he was about a hundred years old), or 
when he considered the barrenness of Sarah’s womb. 20 No distrust made him waver 
concerning the promise of God, but he grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to God, 
21 being fully convinced that God was able to do what he had promised. 22 Therefore his faith 
‘was reckoned to him as righteousness.’ 23 Now the words, ‘it was reckoned to him’, were 
written not for his sake alone, 24 but for ours also. It will be reckoned to us who believe in him 
who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead, 25 who was handed over to death for our trespasses 
and was raised for our justification. 

Gospel Reading: Matthew 9:9-13, 18-26 (from NRSV) REV. KIM NOFEL 

9 As Jesus was walking along, he saw a man called Matthew sitting at the tax booth; and he 
said to him, ‘Follow me.’ And he got up and followed him. 



10 And as he sat at dinner in the house, many tax-collectors and sinners came and were sitting 
with him and his disciples. 11 When the Pharisees saw this, they said to his disciples, ‘Why 
does your teacher eat with tax-collectors and sinners?’ 12 But when he heard this, he said, 
‘Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick. 13 Go and learn what 
this means, “I desire mercy, not sacrifice.” For I have come to call not the righteous but 
sinners.’ 
 
18 While he was saying these things to them, suddenly a leader of the synagogue came in and 
knelt before him, saying, ‘My daughter has just died; but come and lay your hand on her, and 
she will live.’ 19 And Jesus got up and followed him, with his disciples. 20 Then suddenly a 
woman who had been suffering from hemorrhages for twelve years came up behind him and 
touched the fringe of his cloak, 21 for she said to herself, ‘If I only touch his cloak, I will be 
made well.’ 22 Jesus turned, and seeing her he said, ‘Take heart, daughter; your faith has 
made you well.’ And instantly the woman was made well. 23 When Jesus came to the leader’s 
house and saw the flute-players and the crowd making a commotion, 24 he said, ‘Go away; for 
the girl is not dead but sleeping.’ And they laughed at him. 25 But when the crowd had been 
put outside, he went in and took her by the hand, and the girl got up. 26 And the report of this 
spread throughout that district. 

This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 
SERMON “Stewardship of Abundance” REV. KIM NOFEL 

 
SHARING OF JOYS AND CONCERNS REV. KIM NOFEL 

Following each Joy we say, “Thanks be to You, O God.” 
Following each Concern we say, “Hear our prayer, O Lord.” 

PASTORAL PRAYER/GREAT THANKSGIVING REV. KIM NOFEL 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name. Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 

CELEBRATING THE LORD’S SUPPER 

REV. KIM NOFEL 

 

*SUNG BENEDICTION EVERYONE 
“Go Now in Peace” 

Go now in peace. Never be afraid. God will go with you each hour of every day. 
Go now in faith, steadfast, strong and true. Know He will guide you in all you do. 

God will be there watching from above. Go now in peace, in faith, and in love. 

*PASTORAL BENEDICTION  REV. KIM NOFEL 

POSTLUDE CHRYSTAL COTTRELL 
 

 


