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Give 3 smile,
Get one back,

Give 3 hug

And see the smile...

It's Happening at Grace

page 3.

Well, it is about time to say “goodbye.” My last
dafz with you will be Sunday, July 17. Pastor Debbie
will then assume her new call on July 18. While I
will certainly miss you, I am very pleased about what
trans]Eired on June 26 when Pastor Debbie led you in
worship and you voted positively to extend a call to
her to serve as your new settled pastor. There has been
much transition here over the years. I am the ninth

astor (six interims, 3 settled) to serve you since Pastor

eitz retired in 1993. To say the least, that is a lot of
turnover, especially considering that one pastor was
here for fifteen years! My hope and prayer for you is
that you will enjoy years of stability now under Pastor
Debbie’s leadership. I am confident that will happen.
In discussions with her, I find her to be committed,
energetic, and approachable. 1 like her attitude,
demeanor, and pastoral style. I do believe she is the
right fit for you and will serve you quite well over the
years. As you have been with me, be kind, gracious,
and supportive with her; and she will appreciate and
enjoy her new call.

It is hard for me to believe I have been with you
for a year now. It has been a good ride. During our
time together we removed a dilapidated building
from the property, installed a wonderful new audio-
visual system, confirmed youth, received new
members, added a brief mid-week devotional service
to the worship repertoire, cleaned up some areas of
the building, reduced the council size from 12 to 9,
and highlighted stewardship ministry. I have enjoyed
visiting homebound members, participating in council
and committee meetings, and just sEending time with
you in various ways. Of course, it has been an honor
and privilege to lead you in worship and to engage in
a teaching ministry here.

Lutheran!

We Called Pastor Debbie and She Answered

We had a good turnout for the meet and greet for Pastor Debbie on June 26. Over
35 people came by to meet her and her husband, Paul. Then on Sunday, we got to
hear her lead both worship services. After each service, Pastor Beth Martini from
the Synod presided over the vote. 67 members voted and we had well over the
2/3rd majority needed. Pastor Debbie joins us on July 18. WELCOME PASTOR
DEBBIE! If you didn’t get a letter about her in the mail, The Beacon reprints it on

" rom the ‘]nterim’f)astor’s Desk: Fastor Dan Wishes US \/\/e”

Asl deﬁart, I remind you that you are in good hands
here with Pastor Debbie and committed lay leaders
(staff and volunteers) that I have enjoyed woriing with
over our months together. As you continue to join
your leaders in doing God’s work, always remember
that this is Christ’s church. He is the head, and we are
the body. While Eastors have come and gone here (we
hope Pastor Debbie will stay in the “come” category
for a long while!) you are not alone. In the words of
our Lord in the last verse of Matthew’s gospel (28:20):
“... remember, I am with you always to the end of the
age.” We cannot receive any better assurance that that.
Our Lord will continue to bless and guide you. Praise
be to God!

-Pastor Dan
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CHURCH
FAMILY NEWS

Jim Thorpe or Bust!!

(Publishing note: Jack and Ellen
actually submitted this thank you
update to The Beacon for last

I\
xx
month’s issue, but it was missed

in the final draft. We apologize for the delay.)

Jack and Ellen recently traveled to Jim Thorpe to
enjoy the congregation’s special gift in celebration
of Jack’s retirement from the food pantry at Grace
Lutheran. The town is a very quaint place with
Victorian houses and little shops Cang the streets.
We had an opportunity to take a 70 minute ride on a
train that toollz us through the valley, along the rushing
waters of the Lehigh River. The historian guide on the
train was a wealth of information and kept us excited
about all of the things along the way. Surprisingly,
he also talked about the Lincoln Funeral Train that is
located in Elizabethtown, Cara’s college location. It is
our {)lan to go there to check out the venue soon. Small
world! The next day, we took a trolley ride around
the area, visiting the east side and the west side of
the town. The two sides were settled by people from
different areas of Europe. The route ’cooL3 us up and
down the streets and then eventually took us past a
wildlife rehabilitation center which we visited the next
day. Funny thing happened as there were about ten
Envirothon teams there working on their projects. It
reminded us of our attendance at Cara’s Envirothon
competition when she was in elementary school. Our
dining choices were somewhat limited since man
places don’t (gnen until Memorial Day weekend.
However, we did enjoy delicious meals every day
of our visit. It was a truly wonderful experience for
a man who loves trains and his wife who loves him!
Thanks to the council for recognizing Jack’s devotion
to the food pantry.

Pastoral Acts

Baptism - June 19: Harper Elise Skic was
Baptized. She is the daughter of Tom and
Leah Skic.

Funeral - July 1: Marley Becker passed away on June
22. A celebration of life and service was officiated by
Pastor Dan at the Red Lion Cemetery where Marley
will be laid to rest.

Pastoral Visitation - Pastor Dan checked in on 35
shut-ins in June.

CHURCH@

The council meeting was held on June 9 at 6:30 p.m.

Pastor Dan reported on planned shut-in visitations,
his upcoming vacation plans, and his efforts to
complete catechism for seven youths prior to Grace
transitioning to a new pastor. He also reported on new
members and a planned baptism.

The call process status was discussed in detail,
ensuring we keep moving forward in a timely fashion
(on successful completion resulting in a full-time call).

Suzanne presented the Treasurer's report. Based on
a discussion around cash in the bank, Council decided
to request funds from Merrill Lynch to help cover the
summer months.

A discussion on building use by a charity (501c3)
resulted in a request for more information.

Next council meeting will be 7/14/22 at 6:30 p.m. in
the church office.

ERMA'S INSPIRATIONS
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PASTOR DEBBIE'S LETTER TO THE
CONGREGATION

Grace and peace to you from our Lord and Savior.
Let me introduce myself to you. My name is Deborah
Mahady. I was born in Allentown, PA in June, 1965, raised
by my parents in Milton, PA from where I graduated High
School in 1983. From there, I travelled half way around
the world to Bonn, West Germany as a Rotary Exchange
Student. Ya, Ich kann Deutsch sprechen!

Upon return to the state’s side, I completed and earned
my BS in accounting from Indiana University of PA. I
spent the next twenty-seven years working in accounting
for various companies. Ernst and Young (Public
Accounting Firm), Crabtree/Rohrbaugh Architects, and
IETC (Engineering company).

My husband is Paul, and he works for an architectural
firm in Harrisburg as well as for Tractor Supply Company
on the weekends. I have three children. Brandon would
be 30 years old but is deceased. My daughter, Gretchen,
is 29 and currently lives in Washington State, working as
a travelling nurse. My youngest son, Nicholas, is 22, still
lives at home, and currently works at Wal-Mart.

In 2002, God shouted out loud to me, and I could no
longer ignore His call on my life to a new vocation — one
that involved leading His sheep. I entered the Lutheran
Theological Seminary of Gettysburg (now known as
United Lutheran Seminary) and finished my Master’s of
Divinity Degree in 2010.

My first (and only call) was to Christ Lutheran Church,
Filey’s, Dillsburg where I have served them for the past
twelve years. I have successfully led them through the
storms of a fire, a complete rebuild of the church building,
and COVID. Despite my and my predecessors’ attempts
at stewardship teaching, Filey’s continues to remain
financially unviable. They have no debt but have steadily
used up their savings to cover overhead costs. As of the
end of July 2022, they will no longer be able to afford a
full-time pastor, and this is why I am seeking another call.

My hobbies include my pets — walking two Pomeranian
dogs, allowing two cats to rule the house, and raising five
rabbits. My rabbits are angoras which produce fiber that
I spin into yarn. Friday mornings (my day off) are spent
at the Stary Night Alpaca farm where I am close to these
quiet and gentle animals, who also produce luxurious
fiber for spinning. In my spare time, I love to spin, read,
knit, crochet, garden, and snuggle with whichever pet
gets to my lap first.

But my biggest love is serving God in whatever capacity
I am called — sharing the Gospel, leading Bible studies,
feeding the hungry, visiting the shut-ins and the sick.
The good Lord has called me to use my gifts, and I am
excited about the possibility of doing ministry alongside
all of you. I am looking forward to meeting all of you
soon. God bless us as we discern this call together.

Fondly,
Pastor Debbie Mahady (AKA Pastor Debbie or PD)

BOOK CLUB
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This month, we
reading, The Undoing o

Saint Silvanus by Betl( '
Moore. Goodreads. com
has this to say about the
book:
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Only God knew why

Jillian Slater agreed to
return to New Orleans on the news that her father had
finally drunk himself to death. It's not like they were
close. She hadn't seen him--or her grandmother, the ice
?een——m almost 20 years. But when Adella Atwater,
e manager of her grandmother's apartment house,
called and said Jillian's expenses would be paid if she'd
fly in for the burial, a free trip to New Orleans was too
intriguing to resist.

What Adella didn't tell her was that the apartment
house wasn't a house at all and, whatever it was, bore
the dead weight of along and painful history. As soon as
Jillian meets the odd assortment of renters and realizes
that her grandmother had no idea she was coming, she
hatches a plan to escape. But the investigation into her
father's death quickly unfolds and Jillian is drawn into
the lives of the colorful collection of saints and sinners
who pass through Saint Silvanus. She soon discovers
there is more at stake than she ever imagined. Who is
behind the baffling messages and the strange relics left
on the steps? Is it possible that her family is actually
cursed? Or is it just this crazy old house that holds
them all under its spell?

Jillian walks into a web of spiritual and personal
danger borne out of her family's broken history, and
despite Adella’s wiliest efforts, only God himself can
orchestrate the undoing of all that is going on at Saint
Silvanus.

The Book Club meets everzll
third Thursday of the mont
at 6:30 p.m. in the Welcome
Center. This month, we are
meeting on July 21. We have a
great relationship with the York
Library System that enables us
to borrow the books we read.
If you would like to join us, let <
Gg;i Jacobs or ]enni]fer Rudolf : UND.,;) NS
for a copy to borrow. SAINT STLVANUS

&

Wb Bo Receive Ghe Bedceon
ElectBronicdlly®
It's Easy!
Just email your address to the publisher:
swimmerjenusa@yahoo.com.
We’'ll take care of the rest.




LUTHERAN CAMPING

There is still time for your
child to sign up for the
Camps at Lutheran Camping
Corporation. Our founding
fathers have generously set
aside camping scholarships.
Contact the church office for
more information.

Here are the events for July:

July 10-16 at Nawakwa - Elder Camp. This week
is specially designed for adults 55 and older. It runs
alongside, and sometimes runs circles around, our

outh camp, from Sunday — Saturday. Elder Campers
ivein single or double occupancy rooms in comfortable
Zinn-Tozer Lodge (you only have to sleep in the top
bunk if you want to). The EC’s have their very own
counselors and chaplain who base daily Bible study
and worship on the summer camp curriculum used by
the rest of the camp. With opportunities to participate
in crafts, Skit Night, and meals in the dining hall, the
Elders have plenty of oEportunities to be just like the
other kids... of course, the other kids don’t have access
to Zinn-Tozer’s kitchen and coffeemakers, spontaneous
field trips, and the freedom to set their own time for
Lights Out.

Whether you're looking for a week of relaxation and
reflection, fun with other feisty seniors, or the chance
to spend a week at summer camp with (or without)
your grandchildren, Elder Camp is a great opportunity
tor anyone who loved camp or missed out on camp as
a kid.

July 17-23 at Nawakwa - Family Camp. Families
of all sorts of shapes and sizes have been coming to
Nawakwa for over forty years! For two weeks each
summer, family units move into Nawakwa’s cabins
and lodges and create a unique community indeed!
Many adults spend the morning hours in Bible study
with a pastor-in-residence while the kid-size campers
are divided by age group to attend to all sorts of
campy activities with the Nawakwa counseling staff.
Afternoons feature a full schedule of swimming, crafts,
hikes, bike rides, tournament games, book discussions,
playground time, and championship nappinﬁ. (You
are free to participate in any or none of these choices.)
Evenings always feature worship for the community
and some sort of festivity, and, of course, mealtimes
are always a big attraction. With plenty of lodging
available at both sessions, this is just the year to give
Family Camp a try.

July 17-23 at Kirchenwald - Bring Your Own Craft
Weez. Thoreau had Walden Pond for retreat and
inspiration. Georgia O’Keeffe had the New Mexican
desert. Now you have Camp Kirchenwald. Energize
your creative side through a week at Camf). Join a
community of other artists for worship, fellowship,
and a focus on your creative passion, whatever
that might be. Surrounded by the natural beauty of
God’s inspiring creation, and in the comfort of the
SchreiberHaus Lodge, you'll breathe new life into your

art while rejuvenating your spiritual health. Bring
your paints, knives, needles, notepads and any other
tools you use. All crafts are welcome.

July 24-27 at Nawakwa - The Boundless Celebration
and Retreat. The Boundless Celebration and Retreat
are our synod’s opportunity to gather youth and
young adults from across our congregations to gather
tor a time of faithful conversation, fellowship and fun,
in the wake of the ELCA Youth Gathering cancellation
for the summer of 2022. You can register for either the
Celebration, or for the Celebration and Retreat, but
we do ask that you register with your congregational
group and that each group have at least one adult
advisor attending the event with your youth.

HOW TO SUBMIT TO
THE NEWSLETTER
We welcome all submissions %the newsletter. The
newsletter is a great place to ask for help, publicize
an event you are planning in the church, tell people
about something you or your family are doing,
thank members, celebrate a victory. The possibilities
are endless! The vision for the newsletter is to
communicate between members in a clear and
interesting format. If you would like to submit to the
newsletter or help in any way, here is what you can do:

*If you are comfortable with computers, you
may email Chris Jacobs at: kndsisl@yahoo.com.
Please make sure your document is either a .doc
or .Edf file. If you are including digital artwork,
make sure it is at least 300KB in size.

*If you prefer paper, just drop off your
submission in the mailbox marked ‘newsletter’
outside the office door. The mailboxes are
located on a table across the hall.

Please keep in mind that the deadline for submission
is the 20th of each month for the following month’s
newsletter. If you have pictures or graphics that
complement your submission, include them
along with directions or suggestions on their use.
Please include your contact information in every
submission so the editor can get in touch to clarify
or fact-check. If you are interested in a monthl
submission or article, we welcome that as well.
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Food Pantry PANTRY
gMinisy NEWS
Yard Sale Ministry

As we continue to have more people need our yard-
sale donations, we are depleting our supplies quickly.
Fortunately, some areas are plentiful, like women’s
clothing and baby clothing. Unfortunately, men’s
clothing (especially pants with waist size (28-40) and
boys clothing are at a critically shrinking amount.
Children’s toys are at an all-time low as well as stuffed
animals. As usual, we always need sheets, pillow
cases and towels, as well as washcloths. If you find
yourself with an abundance of any of these items,
please consider donating them to the church before
our September distribution. Now that we can keep the
social room set up for shoppers, it has proven to be a
real blessing to clients who come for emergency food
in between the regular distributions. This out-reach
mission here at Grace has also become an important
part of the community need for items at no cost. We
often receive calls from other agencies concerning
people who need our help for more than just food.
Your donations help to make a difference in the lives
of many. Remember us when you down-size and
when you say your prayers. Working together we can
change the lives for many people.
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Each month, The Beacon reports who i
sponsoring the flowers in the Sanctuary.
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July’s flowers:

03 - In memory of Mr & Mrs Preston Smith J& »
& Elden L. Sprenkle by Andrea Sprenkle
10 - In memory of Clark Jacobs by the
Family

17 - The glory of God

24 - In memory of Mr & Mrs Spurgeon
Coeyman by Mr & Mrs Coeyman & famlly

August’s flowers:

07 — In memory of Barbara’s brother, John
Collins Schoomaker & our parents, Mr &
Mrs MJ Schoomaker & Mr & Mrs Albert
Krout by Barb & Gary
-The pedestal flowers are in memory of
Phil Golden by Pat & the Golden family
14 — The altar flowers are presented to the
Glory of God
21 - The altar flowers are presented to the
Glory of God
28 — In memory of Palmer Grim by Jean &
family

WHAT'S IN THE DISPLAY CASE

It's Christmas in July! Please enjoy
a sample of Dee and Tom Kerr’s Santa
collection that is on display year-round
in their home.

Some examples of him that you will
see are Jerry Garcia, a dried apple Santa,
a Fireman, egg Santas, a toilet paper
roll Santa and more. We have been
collecting for over forty years and have
over 100 Santas at last count.

Enjoy! These guys delight us every day. We hope
they do the same for you!

dUly Celebrations
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01-McKenna Harrison 17- Mickalla Martin
01- Samantha Harrison 18- Ryan Bennett
04- Janet Becker 19- Erma Grim

05- David Fishel 22- Mindy Fleming-Steinke
05- Jeanne Williams 22- Peggy Rotz

06- Darla Ray Hodson = 22- Anna Wagner
07- Nancy Golden 24- Carole Wagner
08- Estella Bucher 26- Abby Snyder
09- Dylan Rexroth 26- Connie Walters
10- Jack Warntz 27- Cory Stein

11- James Bucher 28- Jacob Shaffer
17- Christopher Hanzlik 29- Ava Heiss

Wedd ing

Anniversaries

07 - Josie & Tom Flory a
12 - Jeremy & Samantha Chrlstenberry
15 - Todd & Jennifer Osterhaus

22 - Richard & Amy Webster

\"Chrls aicobs, Editor/ StafT Writer:
l]enmfe”r?Rudolf!L:ayo\u.t'/'Staﬂ \Writer:

Ellen W_{a;ntz, Proofreader:
IDee‘Kerr, Proofreader
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