SEPTEMBER 2026 NEWSLETTER

JOIN US TO CELEBRATE THE
KICK-OFF OF OUR PROGRAMS!

‘Programs When
COMMUNION YOUTH CHOIR SUNDAY
CONFIRMATION SEPTEMBER 13
CHOIR BELLS Mlam - 2pm
BIBLE STupy  SUNDAY SCHOOL ¢ g
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RALLY DAY - Sunday, September 13, 2026 11am-2 pm
One worship service at 10am followed by potluck lunch at 11am

Join us!
Fclisort Par: Edison Park Lutheran Church

Nz o V2 6626 N Oliphant Ave, Chicago IL 60631



From Deacon Carole

Dear Friends,

After a busy summer welcoming visiting youth groups, and participating in National Night Out,
we're looking forward to getting back to our regular schedule. One glance at the church calendar
will tell you we're back in full swing with something happening here almost daily. There are many
activities planned and all are welcome to participate. It's a great way to connect with other EPLC
members as well as meet new people from the community.

We're looking forward to kicking off the Fall season with Rally Day on Sunday, September 13th!
It's a time to celebrate the return of fall programs — Sunday School, Confirmation, and Choirs.
Come and join us for worship at 10a and stay for all the festivities following the service. We'll have
a Backpack Blessing at the 10a service as well. After the service, we'll enjoy our Rally Day Potluck
It'll be a great afternoon of food, fun, games and fellowship! There will also be an opportunity to
learn about our various committees and to sign up to volunteer to help. We still need Sunday
School teachers and worship participants.

Later in the month we'll see the beautiful quilts that are created throughout the year by our
Quilters. This is a wonderful ministry and they're always ready to welcome new members to their
group. We'll have a special blessing for the quilts before they're sent to people in need.

Our annual Pet Blessing is coming up next month on Saturday, Oct. 3rd at 10:00a across the street
in Monument Park. This is our 23rd year! We hold this event on the first Saturday of October each
year as we celebrate the Feast Day of Saint Francis of Assisi - the Patron Saint of Animals. It's a
reminder that every creature is important, and provides an opportunity to celebrate and honor our
loyal companions who love us unconditionally. The love we give to a pet, and receive from a pet,
can draw us more deeply into the larger circle of life, into the wonder of our common relationship
to our Creator. And thanks to Kevin, this will be the fifth year we’ll have live music! This is the
fourth year we're partnering with the Edison Park Community Council as they hold their 2026 Pet
Expo offering pet related vendors. The pet blessing will be at 10:00a but we hope you can stay
awhile and visit the booths and enjoy a time of fellowship!

In October we’'ll reach out to families who have lost a loved one since All Saints Day last year. All
Saints Day will be celebrated the weekend of October 3 1st and November 1st. We'll read the
names of members and former members who have died since last November 1st, and we’'ll also
read the names of those from the community whose funeral we officiated. If you would like to
have someone remembered, please let me know by October 15th. All Saints Day gives us a time to
especially remember, and give thanks for, all of our loved ones and friends who are home with
God. We light a candle in their memory and reflect on all the ways our lives have been touched by
them. You will be given an opportunity to light a candle in memory of your loved ones as well.

Please remember to pray for our congregation and staff as we continue to search for a new Senior
Pastor and a CYF coordinator. Thank you to all who have stepped up to help in various areas of the
ministry. Remember that God doesn’t call the equipped, but he equips the called! Thank you for
your faithful support and prayers!

Blessings,

Deacon Carole



From Council President
Rally Day is September 13 2026.

This year our Rally Day celebration will look different from past years. We will have
the Pot luck Barbecue lunch starting after the 10:00AM church service in the south
hall. There will be an opportunity for members to look over the committee’s we are
planning to reintroduce and sign up to participate in the committee that meets the
time and talents God has given you. Some members love to volunteer but cannot
commit to a specific time or date; we understand that and would love to have you
sign up on the “volunteer” sheet. You will receive emails informing you of events
where volunteers are needed. Council members will be available to provide
information regarding the different committees, and answering questions.

We will have a signup sheet for the next Call Committee; this committee will start
once the Bishop Elect Erik Christensen is installed. His installation is scheduled for
Saturday September 19, 2026 at 3:00 pm. Pastor Mortha has moved on from her
position and we are waiting for her role as EPLC liaison with synod to be filled.
Weather permitting we will have the ping-pong table, gaga Pit, chalk and bubbles
outside in the south lot.

On August 4, 2026 EPLC had a booth at the National Night Out Event at Norwood
Park. We gave out over 650 “giveaways”. The park was packed, it was a good time to
get our name out in the community, and will definitely be on our list for next year.

On September 18-20th EPLC will be volunteering at the Norwood Park Fest. The fest
is located at 6088 N. Northwest Highway, Chicago, IL. (Around the historical
Norwood park train depot). If you are interested in volunteering at the “beer tent”
please let a council member know. Volunteers must be over 21 to for this event. We
need at least 8 volunteers

Looking forward to seeing everyone on Rally Day,
Cathy Johnson
Council President



Upcoming Events

\‘ /[ Edl:g‘Parki*

JOIN US TO CELEBRATE THE
KICK-OFF OF OUR PROGRAMS!
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COMMUNION YOUTH CHOIR SUNDAY
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Confirmation BBQ -

Sept 16th 6:00 pm

Please bring a dish to share.

Please RSVP with the office
773-631-9131 or
office@edisonparkchurch.com




Previous Events

National Night Out - August 4th




EPLC September Calendar
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Miscellaneous

Please contact Deacon Carole Edwards at [773) 631-91317
when you are hospitalized or if you would like a phone call or a visit.
Even if you would rather not have a visit, we would still appreciate
the opportunity to pray for your healing.

Gifts to the General Memorial Fund:

From Ingeborg Soens (Cindy Davies mother) in honor of the benefit she received from items
borrowed from the EPLC Medical Lending closet.

Sympathy and Prayers to the family of Vera Johnson, who
passed away on August 24th. Visitation will be on Saturday,
September 5th at St John the Beloved Church on the Lutheran

Home campus at 1:00 pm followed by a Memorial service there

at 2:00 pm.
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Benton and family, Cameron, Cayden, Colin, Dee, Frank, baby

o) o . .
ThoughtSandHfa\jers Holt, llsa, Jim, Jack, Joe, Juancho, Kala, Karola, Kiss, Laura,

Prayer List

Margaret, Marlene, Martha, Mary Ann, Nancy, Paul, Rich,

Sarah, Sue, Tim, Tom, Uwe, Wayne, Jeanene and Jim Barnes,
Bridget Bohan, Edward Bohan, Sharon Boll, Carol Bonk,
Owen Charley, Lilly DeLeone, Dan Dunn, Roxie Hays, Rebecca
Heneghan, Gale Henningsen, Pam Hull, Brandon Jakub, Bob
Krimm, Jane Nutz, Pat Paustian, Sandy Placko, Kailash Prohuit,
Lisa Reynoso, Lisa Rose, Carol Schafer, Michelle Sura, Judy and
Mike Terpstra, Mary Ann Triveri.

Scheduling a Baptism?
Contact the church office at
773-631-9131to begin the process.
Scheduling a Wedding?

Contact the church office to get your date on
the calendar, and we’ll help you in the initial
stages.

Ways to support our
ministry:
Scan the QR code with
your camera to visit the
giving page on our
website:

https://www.edisonparkchurch.com/giving
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e Worship
with Us!

- 5pm Traditional Worship every Saturday
- 9am Traditional Worship every Sunday
- 11am Contemporary Worship every Sunday
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