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WELCOME AND JOYS AND CONCERNS 

 

 

PRELUDE               Jesus bleibet meine Freude       J.S. Bach                     

         

              

COMING OF THE LIGHT 

Please use this time for silent meditation before worship. 

During the service, the people will make the responses 

in the bold print. 
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GATHERING                                                     

From the shadows of our difficult world, we joyfully gather 

in the light of God’s grace. 

Bless our gathering, Holy One, and fill our spirits with 

Good News in Jesus Christ.     

Bring your joys and your sorrows, your hopes and your 

fears, and place them at the foot of the cross, for you 

belong to God.  You are God’s own.   

Come, merciful God.  May this sanctuary be a meeting 

place where heaven’s grace brings Good News to all.   

Come, divine Christ.  Come and dwell among us in love 

and forgiveness.        

Let us worship God!  

 
HYMN 200         “Alas! and Did My Savior Bleed” 

All who are able may stand for the hymn and prayers that follow. 

 
RITE OF RECONCILIATION 

In our culture that rewards strength and self-assuredness, it can be 

difficult to humbly turn to God and trust in a divine message that is 

above and beyond us.  Yet, the health of our souls needs just that.  

Let us humbly confess our great need for God:          

 

Heavenly God, we confess that the world fills us with views 

that are too limited for heaven’s truths.  We confess our need 

for divine grace to strengthen and renew our faith.  Bless us, 

we pray, and help us always to know you as our Creator and 

Redeemer; in Jesus’ name.  Amen.   

 

Hear the Good News.  God is not a God of partial grace or limited 

love.  The blessings of heaven are more than enough for the 

darkest valley and the greatest fear.  In joy and gratitude, we may 

turn to God, now and forever.  Praise be to God.   Amen.           

Please be seated. 

 
SPECIAL MUSIC                Ave Maria                J.S. Bach/Gounod 
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CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 

      Let us pray.  God of heaven and earth, bless us as we hear of 

your miraculous power and love.  May these words of scripture 

assure us of your saving grace.   Amen.  

 
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON                                 Ezekiel 37:1-10 

  The Valley of Dry Bones                               Pew Bibles, Page 806 

 
A LESSON FROM PSALM 130 

We will read the psalm responsively. 
 

Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord. 

Lord, hear my voice!  Let your ears be attentive 

    to the voice of my supplications! 

If you, O Lord, should mark iniquities, 

    Lord, who could stand? 

But there is forgiveness with you, 

    so that you may be revered. 

I wait for the Lord; my soul waits, 

    and in his word I hope; 

my soul waits for the Lord 

    more than those who watch for the morning, 

    more than those who watch for the morning. 

O Israel, hope in the Lord! 

    For with the Lord there is steadfast love, 

    and with him is great power to redeem. 

It is he who will redeem Israel 

    from all its iniquities. 

 
GOSPEL LESSON                                   John 11:1-3, 17-27, 38-45    

Jesus Raises Lazarus to Life                         Pew Bibles, Page 104   

 
MESSAGE          “Unbind Him and Let Him Go”   

Pastor Doug Hanson 
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AFFIRMATION OF FAITH              Colossians 1:15-20 (adapted) 

All may stand for the affirmation and the hymn that follows. 

We will read the Affirmation of Faith responsively. 

 

Christ is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation; 

For in Christ all things were created, in heaven and on earth, 

visible and invisible. 

Whether thrones or dominions or principalities or authorities -     

all things were created through Christ and for Christ. 

Christ is before all things, and in Christ all things hold together.  

Christ is the head of the body, the church. 

Christ is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in  

everything Christ might be preeminent. 

For in Christ all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell.  

And through Christ all things are reconciled to God, whether  

on earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of Christ’s 

cross. 

 

HYMN  197      “Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross”           

After the Hymn, please be seated. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

PRAYER OF OUR SAVIOR                   Using “debts . . debtors.” 

 

GIVING AND RECEIVING OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS 

 

OFFERTORY       O Haupt voll Blut und Wunden         J.S. Bach    

 

PRESENTATION 

All may stand as the offering is presented and remain standing for 

the prayer and hymn and blessing that follow. 

 

SONG OF PRAISE 780                                        OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him all creatures here below; 

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
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Eternal God, we rejoice in the Good News of Jesus Christ, who 

is above sin and beyond death.  We give thanks that we may 

know him as Savior.  We dedicate our gifts in Christ’s name,  

and ask for your blessing, so that your Good News may bless 

more and more people.   Amen. 

 

HYMN 49       “Ask Me What Great Thing I Know” 

                                           

BENEDICTION 

     After the Blessing, all may be seated until the postlude begins. 

 

TAKING THE LIGHT INTO THE WORLD 

 

POSTLUDE  Prelude and Fugue in e minor, BWV 555    J.S. Bach              

 
 TODAY’S WORSHIP 

 
 

THE MESSAGE is brought to us by Pastor Doug Hanson                                          

THE ORGANIST AND MUSIC DIRECTOR is Kat Bowman 

THE USHER today is Sarah Hackman  

THE LECTOR today is Denise Harlow 

THE ALTAR FLOWERS today are given to the glory of God by 

Denise Harlow in memory of Joyce Smith, mother & grandmother 

THE SOCIAL HOUR is hosted by the Shermans 
 

A NOTE ON TODAY’S MUSIC 
Today we celebrate the birthday of Johann Sebastian Bach, who was 

born on March 21st (or possibly the 31st), 1685. Now recognized as 

one of the defining composers of the German Baroque era, he spent 

his entire life and career in Germany. He was known as a prolific 

organist in his day, and is now respected as one of the most important 

and talented musicians from Europe. He also happens to be Kat’s 

favorite composer. Happy Birthday, Bach! 

 

TODAY’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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HEIFER SUNDAY:  Heifer Project Living Gift Market will be 

held after Church Sunday April 26, 2026.  Contributions to Heifer 

can be made through offerings or after service on April 26, 2026 at 

the Living Gift Market table in Fellowship Hall. Heifer Project 

fights hunger and poverty around the world and in the United 

States and changes people’s lives.  Your contributions are a big 

help.  See you at the Heifer Project Sunday April 26, 2026. 

  
ST PETER’S PIKELAND CONCERT SERIES: Mark your 

calendars for Saturday afternoon, May 2nd @ 3pm! We welcome 

award-winning vocalist Kristie Lauren and pianist extraordinaire 

Jay Chadwick, who have teamed up to perform their stylistic 

renditions of popular music throughout the decades. Kristie’s 

versatility and vibrancy has captivated audiences since she started 

performing at the age of 15. Growing up in the Lehigh Valley, her 

father was a professional musician who introduced her to various 

musical styles. Jay is from the Norristown area, and has been 

playing the piano his entire life. He has performed in Paris, 

London and New York, and all over the Philadelphia area. Kristie 

and Jay look forward to performing standards, show tunes and 

modern hits performed by some of your favorite artists such as Ella 

Fitzgerald, Michael Buble, Norah Jones and others. Join us for a 

relaxing afternoon of great hits! If anyone would like to volunteer 

to help out with the after-concert reception, please contact Kat. 

 

WORSHIP HELPERS: Please take a look at the sign up sheets 

posted in Fellowship Hall to see where you may be able to help.  

 

 
 

You can give to the church by scanning 

the QR code here: 

All online giving will be designated on 

your giving statements. Thank you! 

 

 

 

We are especially in need of Lectors to read 

scripture and Ushers to greet people and help 

with the collection plates. These are two  

important roles during Sunday services. 
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PALM SUNDAY 
MARCH 29 

  Fisherman’s Breakfast  
Join us on Sunday March 29 for our annual Fisherman’s Breakfast, 

supporting Habitat for Humanity, from 7:30 am –9:45 am. 
Fisherman’s Breakfast will include: All you can eat Pancakes, 

bacon, sausage, spam, fruit, coffee and orange juice. 
Monetary donations will be taken at the door. 

All leftover fruit, bacon and sausage will be available for purchase 
after worship in Fellowship Hall. 

  

Children’s Easter Egg Hunt  

Join us after worship service, during social hour, for our annual 
children’s egg hunt! Bring your friends, family and neighbors! 

We have MANY eggs to be found! 
 
 
 

HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE 
Thursday, April 2nd: 7pm Holy Week Service 
Sunday, April 5th : 8 am Communion Service 

 10 am Family Service & Social Hour 
 

 

www.StPetersPikeland.org 
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Our Prayer List 
 

        

Annamae Moore 

Annette Noce, JoAnn Thomson’s mother 

       Austin Myers 

       Barbara Broyles, friend of the Wachsmuths   

       Connie Hershey, friend of Micki and Alyssa Menkins 

       Charlie Fishman, Pete Warner’s Nephew and Godson 

       Charles and Virginia Garber 

       Danielle Smith, friend of Sarah Hackman 

Debbie Rittenhouse, mother-in-law of Mitchell Warner 

Dr. Michael J. Ward 

Ernie P., friend of Dee McClimon 

Fred Schilling, husband of a friend of Kathy Krasley 

       Gayanne Loring, sister of Dawna DeRosa 

       Heidi Kieffer, daughter of Eric Johnson’s cousin 

       Jeff Johnson, Co-worker of Eric Johnson 

       Jeanine Leber, friend of Alyssa Menkins 

Jennifer Osborne 

Jim Smith, Denise Harlow’s brother 

       Karl Longenbach, friend of Deb Wetty  

       Kelly Maldonado friend of Maureen & Kenzie Wookey 

Laura Dick 

Linda Chernek, friend  of Deb Wetty  

Lisa, cousin of Eric Johnson 

Pat Cline, mother of Cindy Warner 

Paul Pascale, friend of the McClimons 

Paula Benjamin, Sister-in-law of Eileen Biddle 

Penny, friend of Linda Johnson 

Richard Merryman 

Richard, friend of Dee McClimon 

Sally Kramer, Cherri Romano’s sister 

Sandy C., Friend of Dee McClimon 

Sandy McKeever, Maureen Wookey’s Sister in law 

       Sandy Pereni, Joyce Rosen’s sister  

       Sharon Basile, Jennifer Basile’s mother-in-law 

      Sonja Wheelan 

       Sue and Jeff, Linda Johnson's sister and brother-in-law 

       Tara Cantello, friend of Denise Harlow 
       The Frost Family, friends of Sarah Hackman 

       Tracey Knox, cousin of Kathy Krasley 

       Travis McClimon 

       Virginia Lawrence  


