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FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF BROUSSARD PRESENTS

A Path for Splrltual Growth
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MEMBERSHIP MATURITY MISSION

NextSteps consists of three core classes (two weeks each) that help you to become a more Authentic &
Genuine Follower of Christ. We hope that you will attend and participate in each of these classes. We also
encourage you to continue growing in your faith through our Sunday morning Small Groups (Sunday School)
and our Sunday evening Discipleship classes. These opportunities are designed to support these key Bible
verses: Ephesians 4:12,13,15... *2 equipping the saints for the work of ministry, to build up the body of
Christ, 2 until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of God’s Son, growing into maturity
with a stature measured by Christ’s fullness. *° let us grow in every way into Him Who is the Head - Christ.

=02 STEPS  CLASS 101: MEMBERSHIP
Understanding God’s Plan and The Role of the Church in Your Life

The course is designed to give you insight and information on becoming a fully functioning member of First
Baptist Church of Broussard (FBCB). In this class you will discover: The history and the purposes, strategy
and structure of FBCB; the staff of FBCB and their roles; why it is important to be a member and what it
means to be a member. It will consist of Two Sessions: (1) This session will be a general overview of our
church and membership. (2) If you decide to follow through and apply for Church Membership, we will meet
a second time to fill out Church Application paperwork and Information Sheets. This class is offered on
Sunday mornings at 9:15am and occasionally on Sunday evenings. It will also be a great time for any
questions about the church or staff that you might have.

=03 [©T°F5 CLASS 201: MATURITY

Growing Deeper in Your Faith

This is a one-week class which meets on Sunday evenings at 5:00pm. This course is designed to help you
develop a quiet time for prayer and Bible reading and growing in your faith. We hope this class will help you
in developing daily disciplines to become an Authentic & Genuine follower of Christ.

== [STEPS  CLASS 301: MISSION
Applying Your Faith in Service

This two-week course, which also meets on Sunday evenings, is designed to help you be “ON MISSION” for
God. When you decided to follow Jesus, you were given spiritual gifts to use to serve others within the body
of Christ. This course will help you discover and employ your spiritual gifts in various areas of Ministry and
Outreach. Remember this: One of the greatest ways to serve God on earth is to serve people, whom God
loves. SAVED PEOPLE SERVE PEOPLE.
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=03 [°TCFS CLASS 201: MATURITY

Growing Deeper in Your Faith

Course Outline
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THE PURPOSE FOR THIS CLASS:
"...that you may become mature Christians and may fulfill God's will for you." Col.4:12B
"We are not meant to remain as children...but to grow up in every way into Christ..."  Eph. 4:14-15

THE FOCUS OF THIS CLASS:
We will focus on the Five Basic Disciplines every Christian needs to develop in order to grow to spiritual
maturity. This class will...

* Equip you with the skills you need to begin these disciplines

* Explain the tools you need to continue these disciplines

THE OBJECTIVE OF THIS CLASS:
* To lead believers to _ MATURITY and become committed to studying the Bible and
building a foundation of _PRINCIPLES to live by.

THE GOAL OF THIS CLASS:

That 1 will COMMIT to the disciplines and habits necessary for spiritual maturity.

"In the past you voluntarily gave your bodies to the service of vice and ... the purposes of evil. So now give
yourselves to the service of righteousness - for the purpose of becoming truly good.” Rom.6:19 (Ph)
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WHAT IS "SPIRITUAL MATURITY?"

"...In the unity of common faith, and knowledge of the Son of God, we arrive at real maturity - the measure of
development which is meant by "the fullness of Christ."  Eph. 4:13

Spiritual Maturity is BEING LIKE CHRIST.

"For from the beginning God decided that those who came to him...should become like his Son” Rom. 8:29

FACTS ABOUT SPIRITUAL MATURITY

1. IT'SNOT AUTOMATIC
2. IT IS APROCESS -

3. IT TAKES DISCIPLINE
DEFINITIONS:

« Disciple: A follower and learner whose ultimate goal is to live life the way Jesus would have us live.
« Disciplines: A spiritual activity that helps me to do by direct effort under the guidance of the  Holy Spirit
what | cannot now do by my own direct effort in my own strength.
» Disciplined Person: Someone who can do what needs to be done when God needs it to be done.
| Corinthians 9:27 "...I harden (discipline) my body...And bring it under control, to keep myself from being
disqualified..."(GNB)
...Emphasis here is on training to live like Jesus, not just trying.
...The true goal of spiritual life is not just __INFORMED _ people, not CONFORMED
people, but TRANSFORMED people. (John Ortbert)

"Romans 12:2...Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world but be ye TRANSFORMED by the
renewing of your mind. (NIV)
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FIVE BASIC DISCIPLINES OF A DISCIPLE

"You have put off the old self with its practices, and have put on the new self which God is continually
renewing in His own image, to bring you a full knowledge of Himself." Col. 3:9-10
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John 18: 7-8

STEWARDSHIP [ WITNESSING FELLOWSHIP

Luke 14:33 Matt. 28:19
I el John 13: 34-35
N
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John 8:31-32
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1. WORD: BIBLE STUDY/DEVOTIONAL TIME WITH GOD'S WORD
"If you continue in my Word, then you are my disciples indeed. And you will know the truth and the

truth will set you free." John 8:31-32

2. PRAYER
"If you remain in me, and my words remain in you, then you will ask for anything you wish, and you
shall have it...in this way you become my disciples." John 15:7-8

3. STEWARDSHIP
"None of you can be my disciple unless he gives up all of his possessions.” Luke 14:33
"The purpose of tithing is to teach you to always put God first in your lives."  Deut. 14:23
"...from everyone who has been given much, much will be demanded." Luke 12:48b

4. FELLOWSHIP
"...Love each other just as much as I love you. Your strong love for each other will prove to the world
that you are my disciples."  John 13:34-35

5. WITNESSING
“Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe everything | have commanded you.”
Matthew 28:19-20
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Spiritual Growth Assessment
As you complete the assessment, avoid rushing. Listen for God’s voice to encourage and
challenge you. Consider this experience as one-on-one time with Him. Be intentional in
your growth towards Christlikeness. Use the scale below to respond to each statement.

Never -1 Seldom-2  Occasionally -3 Frequent-4 Always -5

SPIRITUAL DISCIPLINES RESPONSE

ABIDE IN CHRIST

1. 1 practice a regular quiet time and look forward to that time with Christ.

When making choices, | seek Christ’s guidance first.

My relationship with Christ is motivated more by love than duty or fear.

2

3

4. 1experience life change as a result of my worship experiences.

5. When God makes me aware of His specific will in an area of my life, | follow His
leading.

[ believe Christ provides the only way for a relationship with God.

My actions demonstrate a desire to build God’s kingdom rather than my own.

Ttrust Christ to help me through any problem or crisis | face.

6

7.

8. Peace, contentment, and joy characterize my life rather than worry and anxiety.
9

1

0. 1 remain confident of God's love and provision during difficult times.

Abide in Christ Total

LIVE IN THE WORD

Iregularly read and study my Bible.

I'believe the Bible is God's Word and provides His instructions for life.

[evaluate cultural ideas and lifestyles by biblical standards.

[ can answer questions about life and faith from a biblical perspective.

I replace impure or inappropriate thoughts with God's truth.

I demonstrate honesty in my actions and conversation.

N Y|P

When the Bible exposes an area of my life needing change, I respond to make
things right.

8. Generally, my public and private self are the same

9. luse the Bible as the guide for the way | think and act.

16. I'study the Bible for the purpose of discovering truth for daily living.

Live By God’s Word Total

PRAY IN FAITH

My prayers focus on discovering God’s will more than expressing my needs.

I trust God to answer when | pray and wait patiently on His timing.

My prayers include thanksgiving, praise, confession, and requests.

I expect to grow in my prayer life and intentionally seek help to improve.

I'spend as much time listening to God as talking to Him.

A R P Bl d b

[ pray because | am aware of my complete dependence on God for everything in
my life.

Regular participation in group prayer characterizes my prayer life.

I maintain an attitude of prayer throughout each day.

I believe my prayers impact my life and the lives of others.

=1 10| oo| N

0.1 engage in a daily prayer time.

Pray In Faith Total

‘ ‘ L ] ~S
Spiritual Growth Assessment Process ~ Page 3 of 12 www.lifeway.com/discipleship ' a 1 C a\f
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FELLOWSHIP WITH BELIEVERS

1.

| forgive others when their actions harm me.

2. | admit my errors in relationships and humbly seek forgiveness from the one I've
hurt.

3. |allow other Christians to hold me accountable for spiritual growth,

4. |seekto live in harmony with other members of my family.

5. | place the interest of others above my self-interest.

6. |am gentle and kind in my interactions with others.

7. lencourage and listen to feedback from others to help me discover areas for
relationship growth.

8. |show patience in my relationships with family and friends.

9. lencourage others by pointing out their strengths rather than criticizing their
weaknesses.

10. My time commitments demonstrate that | value relationships over
work/career/hobbies.

Build Godly Relationships Total
WITNESS TO THE WORLD

1. Ishare my faith in Christ with non-believers.

2. lregularly pray for non-believers | know.

3. I make my faith known to my neighbors and/or fellow employees.

4. lintentionally maintain relationships with non-believers in order to share my
testimony.

5. When confronted about my faith, | remain consistent and firm in my testimony.

6. | help others understand how to effectively share a personal testimony.

7. I make sure the people | witness to get the follow-up and support needed to
grow in Christ.

8. |encourage my church and friends to support mission efforts.

9. lam prepared to share my testimony at any time.

10. My actions demonstrate a belief in and commitment to the Great Commission

(Matthew 28:19-20).

Witness To The World Total

MINISTER TO OTHERS

1:

| understand my spiritual gifts and use those gifts to serve others.

Z;

| serve others expecting nothing in return.

3

| sacrificially contribute my finances to help others in my church and
community.

| go out of my way to show love to people | meet.

Meeting the needs of others provides a sense of purpose in my life.

| share biblical truth with those | serve as God gives opportunity.

| act as if other’s needs are as important as my own.

| expect God to use me every day in His kingdom work.

| regularly contribute time to a ministry at my church.

4
5

6.
7
8
9.
1

0.

| help others identify ministry gifts and become involved in ministry.

Minister To Others Total
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DISCIPLINE OF THE WORD

GMMOO WP

(Focusing on a Daily Time With God)

Benefits of God's Word for Our Life
It will help me grow spiritually. 1 Peter 2:2
It will help me be honest with myself. Hebrews 4:12
Is equips me for good work. i timothy 3:16-17
It renews my mind. Romans 12:1-2
It helps me be successful in life. Joshua 1:8
It puts truth at my finger tips. 1l Timothy 2:15
It protects us from attack. Ephesians 6:17

(Reprinted: Willow Creek Resources; Walking with God; Leader Resource Guide)

SIX WAYS TO GET A GRASP ON YOUR BIBLE - THE HAND ILLUSTRATION

"Faith comes from hearing the Word of God."
Romans 10:17

FIVE WAYS TO IMPROVE YOUR HEARING

1. Be ready and eager to hear God.

2. Deal with attitudes that prevent hearing God.
(Be Attentive, Trusting, Expectant, Prayerful,
Patient, Humble)

3. Confess any sin in your life.

4. Take notes on what you hear. Keep A Spiritual

Notebook
5. Act on what you hear!

HOW TO HEAR GOD'S WORD

"Happy is the one who reads this book...and obeys what is
written in it!" Revelation 1:3

How to Read the Bible

1. Read it daily (15-20 min a day is a great start)

2. Read it systematically (read it in a way that takes
you through every part of the Bible)

3. Read it in different ways (aloud, different versions)

4. Read it with help (a reading plan/a commentary, a
dictionary, etc.)

5. Read it intentionally (underline or highlight key
verses that stand out to you)

HOW TO READ GOD'S WORD
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"...they accepted the message eagerly and studied the
Scriptures everyday..."Acts 17;11

"Study to show yourself approved as a good
workman.” 2 Tim. 2:5
» 4 R’s of Bible Study which

stands for:
1. READ_ - Refer to the section above
2. REELECT - Rewrite, Restate — What does this
scripture mean?
3. RESPOND - Relate, Reveal - What does this
passage encourage me to do?
HOW TO STUDY GOD'S WORDS 4._ REQUE_ST - \_Ne pray_for God to help us put
this passage into daily practice

https://www.ibelieve.com/blogs/christina-patterson/how-to-study-the-bible-
-an-easy-4-step-bible-study-method.html

You are encouraged to attend our weekly Bible Study Classes at 9:15am or during the week

Questions to Ask: What, Where, When, How, Why and Who.

"Guard my words as your most precious possession.
Write them down, and also keep them deep within
your heart." Proverbs 7:2,3

"Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone
who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you
have." 1 Peter 3:15

BENEFITS OF MEMORIZING SCRIPTURE
1. It helps me resist temptation.

2. It helps me make wise decisions.

3. It strengthens me when I'm under stress

4. It comforts me when I'm sad.

5. It helps me witness to unbelievers

HOW TO MEMORIZE GOD'S WORD

HOW TO MEMORIZE A VERSE
. Pick a verse that speaks to you.
. Say the reference before and after the verse.
. Read the verse aloud many times. Record it!
. Break the verse into natural phrases.
. Emphasize key words when quoting the verse.
. Write down the verse and erase a word a time.
. Write out the verse on a flash card.
. Carry some cards with you at all times for review.
. Display your verses in prominent places.
10. Always memorize the verse word-perfect and a consistent version.
11. Put the verse to music. Write a song!
12. Get a partner so you can check each other.

O©OoOoO~NOoOUThWDNPEF

Suggested beginning rate: 2 new verses a week. The Key = REVIEW,, REVIEW, REVIEW.
8
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HOW TO MEDITATE ON GOD'S WORD

"(Those) who are always meditating on His Laws...are
like trees along a river bank bearing fruit...they never
wither and whatever they do prospers.” Ps. 1:2-3

Meditation is FOCUSED THINKING about a
Bible verse in order to discover how I can apply its
truth to my own life.

WHY MEDITATE ON SCRIPTURE?

1. 1tis the key to becoming like Christ.
2. It is the key to answered prayer.
3. It is the key to successful living.

SIXWAYS TO MEDITATE ON A VERSE

1. Picture it! Visualize the scene in your mind.

2. Pronounce it! Say the verse aloud, each time

emphasizing a different word.

3. Paraphrase it! Rewrite the verse in your own

words.

4. Personalize it! Replace the pronouns or people in

the verse with your own name.

5. Pray it! Turn the verse into a prayer and say it

back to God.

6. Probe it! Ask the following nine questions:
(SPACEPETS) >>>>>>>>>>>>

S.P.ACEE.P.ET.S. QUESTIONS

*SINTO CONEESS
* PROMISE TO CLAIM
*ATTITUDE TO CHANGE

* COMMAND TO ___OBEY
*EXAMPLE TO FOLLOW
*PRAYER TO PRAY
*ERROR TO AVOID
*TRUTHTO BELIEVE

*SOMETHING TO _THANK GOD FOR

(See Appendix for Bible Study Exercise)

HOW TO APPLY GOD'S WORD

"Do not fool yourselves by just listening to the Word.
Instead, put it into practice.” James 1;22

"Whoever practices and teaches these commands will
be called great in the kingdom of heaven."
Matt. 5:19

1st ask: What did it mean to the original hearers?
2nd ask: What is the underlying timeless principle?

3rd ask: Where or how could | practice that principle?

Most applications will focus on one of three RELATIONSHIPS

With God...Within myself...With other people

9
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HOW TO HAVE A QUIET TIME

DEFINITION: "A Quiet Time is a daily time | set aside to be alone with God to get to know Him through the
Bible and prayer."

THE IMPORTANCE OF A DAILY QUIET TIME

Your time alone with God should be the top priority in your schedule for five reasons:

We were CREATED to have fellowship with God.

Jesus DIED to make a relationship to God possible.

Personal time alone with God was Jesus' SOURCE OF STRENGTH :

Every person who has been effective in SERVICE for God developed this discipline.
Abraham, Moses, David, Daniel, Paul, etc.

E. You cannot be a HEALTHY, GROWING Christian without it!

COow>

THE PURPOSE OF A DAILY QUIET TIME

A. To Give DEVOTION To God.
B. To Get Direction From God.
C. To Gain DELIGHT In God.
D. To Grow Daily Like God.

HOW TO BEGIN A DAILY QUIET TIME

1.
2.
3.

o &

Select A Specific Time... Be Consistent.

Choose A Special Place

Gather The Resources You'll Need

A Bible with readable print. B. A Notebook - to write down what the Lord speaks to you about, and to
keep your prayer list. C. A Songbook - if you want to sing!

Beginning With The Right Attitudes — Reverence EXPECTANCY  Obedience

Follow A Simple Plan

FIFTEEN MINUTES WITH GOD™ (Sample Plan to Get Your Started)
a. RELAX. (1 minute)
Be still and be quiet! Slow down! Prepare your heart. Take a few deep breaths and wait on God.
b. READ. (4 minutes)
Begin reading where you left off the day before. Read until you feel God has told you something.
Then stop and think about it.
c. REFLECT. (4 minutes)  See section on "How To Meditate on God's Word" (p. )
You may use the S.P.A.C.E.P.E.T.S or any of the 6 methods of meditation. Think about what the
passage means to your life. Write down your thoughts. Part of reflecting is memorizing verses that
speak to you in a special way. See section on "How To Memorize God's Word" (p. )
d. RECORD. (2 minutes)
See the section on "How To Apply God's Word" (p. )
Write out a personal application statement that is practical, possible and measurable.
"Thoughts disentangle themselves when they pass through the lips and the fingertips."
e. REQUEST. (4 minutes)

See section on "Prayer"” (p. )

Conclude your Quiet Time by talking to God about what He has shown you and making your requests from
your prayer list.

10
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THE DISCIPLINE OF PRAYER

"Base your happiness on your hope in Christ. When trials come, endure them patiently;
steadfastly maintain THE DISCIPLINE OF PRAYER." Romans 12:12

HOW TO REVITALIZE YOUR PRAYER LIFE

l. APPROACH PRAYER WITH THE RIGHT ATTITUDE (Matthew 6:5-8)
. BE REAL
"When you pray, do not be like the hypocrites, for they love to pray standing in the
synagogues and on the street corners to be seen by men." (vs.5)
- Don't try to IMPRESS GOD
- Don't try to IMPRESS PEOPLE
. BE RELAXED
"But when you pray, go into your room, close the door, and pray to your Father who is
unseen. Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you." (vs.6)
. BE REVEALING
"Don't recite the same prayer over and over as the heathen do, who think prayers are
answered only by repeating them again and again. Remember, your Father knows exactly
what you need before you ask Him! (vs. 7-8)

USE THE MODEL JESUS GAVE US
Matt. 6:9-15 "This, then, is HOW you should pray..."

THE SIX PARTS OF PRAYER

PRAISE: | Begin By Expressing My Love To God.
PURPOSE: | Commit Myself To God's Purpose & Will For My Life
"Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven..”
PROVISION: | Ask God To Provide For My Needs
"Give us today our daily bread..." Matthew 6
PARDON: | Ask God To Forgive My Sins
PEOPLE: | Pray For Other People
"...as we also have forgiven our debtors."
PROTECTION: | Ask God For Spiritual Protection
"And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from the evil one.” (vs. 13)

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH - BROUSSARD 7/ X 7PRAYER MINISTRY

I. SUPPLICATION - pray for the needs in your life or the lives of others

Il. SUBMISSION - pray for God to reveal areas of your life that need to be put under His authority
I11. SERVANTHOOD - pray for specific ways that God is calling you to serve Him

IV. STEWARDSHIP — pray that God will show you how to use your resources for His ministry

V. SEEKERS - pray for God to show you people who are seeking Him & opportunities to talk to them
V1. STAFF — pray for church staff and leaders

VII. SPIRITUAL WARFARE - pray against temptations/weaknesses that the enemy uses against you.
11
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Helmet of salvation

« Thank God that you are His child
« Praise God for your eternal life

Breastplate of righteousness - Believe that you have the mind of Christ

« Ask God to search your heart

« Confess all sin

« Believe that you have Christ’s
righteousness

Belt of truth

- Be true
+ Hold to the truth
« Master your emotions

/.

Shield of truth

« Claim the victory
» Advance in faith
« Stop the evil that Satan throws at you

Hi
=
—_
Sword of the Spirit Jos
e

+ Hold the Word Shoes—gospel of peace
+ Let the Spirit use the Word A ——
+ Pray on the basis of the Word 26 « Be ready

« Share the gospel .
. Pray for people who are not Christians

OLifeWay. Avery Willis. MasterLife.

12
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THE DISCIPLINE OF STEWARDSHIP

Stewardship is the act of using your:
Time, Talents and Treasures (material possessions and finances)
to WORSHIP Him.

WHY GOD WANTS ME TO GIVE - 7 Benefits to My Life
Giving Makes Me More Like God

Giving Draws Me Closer To God.

Giving Is The Antidote To Materialism

Giving Strengthens My Faith

Giving Is An Investment For Eternity

Giving Blesses Me In Return

Giving Brings Me Joy

EMMOO®»

WHAT THE BIBLE TEACHES ABOUT WORSHIP AND STEWARDSHIP

A. WHY SHOULD | BE A GOOD STEWARD? -

1. OF MY TIME:
> Ephesians 5:15,16a - Look carefully then how you walk, not as unwise but as wise,
16 making the best use of the time.
» Colossians 4:5 - Be wise in the way you act toward outsiders; make the most of every
opportunity.

2. OF MY TALENTS:
» Romans 12:6 - In His grace, God has given us different gifts for doing certain things well.
> | Peter 4:10 - Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as
faithful stewards of God’s grace

3. OF MY TREASURES:
» 2 Corinthians 9:7 - Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or
under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.
» Proverbs 3:9 - Honor the LORD with your wealth and with the firstfruits of all your

produce;

B. WHAT IS TITHING?
» “Tithe" means "a TENTH part"

C. WHAT IS THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN A "TITHE" AND AN "OFFERING"
» A "tithe" is giving 10% of my income
» An "offering" is anything I give IN ADDITION to my tithe

Key Words: Believe; Trust; Love; Pray; Give
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THE DISCIPLINE OF FELLOWSHIP

"Let us not give up the habit of meeting together, as some are doing. Instead let us encourage one another...."

Heb. 10:25
. WHY IS FELLOWSHIP SO IMPORTANT?
A. | BELONG IN GOD'S FAMILY WITH OTHER BELIEVERS.
"Let us do good to all people, especially to those who belong to the family of believers."
Gal. 6:10

"You are a member of God's very own family...and you belong in God's household with every
other Christian." Eph. 2:19
“The Christian who is not committed to a group of other believers for praying, sharing, and
serving, so that he is known, as he knows others, is not an obedient Christian. He is not in the
will of God. However vocal he may be in his theology, he is not obeying the Lord." -
Dr. Ray Ortland

B. IT PROVIDES ENCOURAGEMENT TO GROW SPIRITUALLY.
"Let us think of one another and how we can encourage each other to love and do good
deeds.” Heb. 10:24

C. IT ENCOURAGES ACCOUNTABILITY TO GROW SPIRITUALLY.
"People learn from one another just as iron sharpens iron." Pr. 27:17

"Brothers, if someone is trapped in some sin, you who are spiritual should restore him
gently...Carry each other's burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ."
Gal. 6:1-2
D. CHRIST PRESENCE IS ENRICHED WHEN WE FELLOWSHIP TOGETHER.
"For wherever two or three people have come together in my name, I am there, right among
them!™ Matt. 18:20
E. THERE IS GREAT POWER WHEN PEOPLE PRAY TOGETHER.
"Whenever two of you on earth agree about anything you pray for, it will be done for you by
my Father in heaven. Matt. 18:19
F. FELLOWSHIP IS A WITNESS TO THE WORLD
"(Jesus) My prayer for all of them is that they will be of one heart and mind...so the world will
believe you sent me." John 17:21
"Your strong love for each other will prove to the world that you are my disciples.”
G. | AM NEEDED BY EVERY OTHER CHRISTIAN!
"God has given you some special abilities; be sure to use them to help each other..."
| Peter 4:10
"There are different kinds of service to God...together you form the body of Christ and each one of your is a
necessary gift of it." | Cor. 12:5,27

The "One Anothers" of Fellowship (partial list)
* Serve one another - Gal. 5:13
* Accept one another - Rom. 15:7
» Forgive one another - Col. 3:13
* Greet one another - Rom. 16:16
* Bear one another's burdens Gal. - 6:2
* Be devoted to one another Rom. 12:10
 Honor one another Rom. 12:10
* Teach one another Rom. 15:14
* Submit to one another Eph. 5:21
* Encourage one another 1 Thess 5:11

A great source of Fellowship is found in our Small Groups/Bible Study/Sunday School
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THE DISCIPLINE OF WITNESSING

“Sharing the Good News of Jesus Christ by word and life in the power of the Holy Spirit, so that unbelievers
become followers of Jesus Christ in His Church and in the culture.” (Alvin Reid)

GOD’S PURPOSE:

1. We were made to have a RELATIONSHIP with God.
2. We were made to be conformed to the Image of Christ.
3. We were made to serve God’s PURPOSES

OUR PROBLEM:
Our sin has broken our relationship with God. This means people are hopelessly lost without Christ.

GOD’S PLAN:
To have His followers be His Witnesses and to evangelize the lost by caring out the Mission and Plan of Jesus
motivated by Love, LOYALTY and Obedience. We must not separate the Great Commission from the Great
Commandment!

OUR PROCESS
At our church we encourage "F.R.A.N.gelism" — reaching out to our F.R.A.N.’s = Friends; Relatives;
Associates; Neighbors. The key to our witnessing process is to approach this from a natural, conversational

style. Evangelistic presentations can be helpful, but our witnessing should be based on a PERSONAL,
RELATIONAL and CONVERSATIONAL approach.

To better have evangelistic conversations with your F.R.A.N.’s, keep these four words in mind:

» AWARE: Because of our love and concern for others we take notice of lost people around us and
spend time with them, pay attention to them and listen to them.
> PRAYER: Pray specifically and earnestly for them and their needs. Ask if there is anything that you
can pray with them about, then pray about it and check back with them on the outcome.
> CARE: Discover their needs and take action to show Christ’s love by meeting that need. We must put
our faith and love into action by doing acts of caring.
» SHARE: Lastly, be intentional about sharing the Good News of Jesus with them. Communicate their
need for salvation in understandable language, helping them to understand these basic things:
(1) God loves us and desires a relationship with us.
(2) We have all made mistakes/sins and as a result, we are separated from God’s plan for us.
(3) Fortunately, God has provided a way to recover God’s plan for our lives and to bring us
back into a right relationship with Him.
(4) Our relationship with God can be easily restored when we:

A ~ Admit that you are a sinner, based on Romans 3:23 (For all have sinned and fall short of the
glory of God).

B ~ Believe that Jesus Christ died for you, based on John 1:12 (Yet to all who received him, to
those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God).

C ~ Confess that Jesus Christ is Lord of your life, based on Romans 10:9-10 (That if you confess
with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him from the
dead, you will be saved. For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is
with your mouth that you confess and are saved).

Witnessing Prayer:
Lord help me to see the opportunity, wisdom to know what to say, and the courage to share.

(See APPENDICES on pages 20 & 21 for additional information)
(FRANGgelism was coined by Rev. Wayne Patton).
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HOW TO START AND MAINTAIN A DISCIPLINED LIFE

STEP ONE: DESIRE
You must start with a strong desire. You must be internally motivated. External motivations
don't last. A half-hearted start will never make it to the success point.

STEP TWO: DECISION

Begin right now! Don't wait. Don't procrastinate. You don't slide into a new discipline.
"One of these days" never arrives. You must have a starting point. It's easier to break a bad
habit today than it will be tomorrow!

"If you wait for perfect conditions, you will never get anything done." Eccl. 11:4

STEP THREE: DECLARATION

Announce your intentions publicly. Make a covenant or resolution. The power of a vow is
awesome. It is particularly powerful if you put your commitment in writing.

"Make vows to the Lord your God and fulfill them™ Ps. 76:11

STEP FOUR_ DETERMINATION
Never allow an exception until the new discipline is rooted in your life. Each lapse will be
fatal. A single slip unwinds many turns at first. Continuity and success at the start is essential.
Never be swayed by "just this once.” The act of yielding weakens the will and reinforces your
lack of self control. It takes 3 weeks to become comfortable with a new discipline and it takes
another 3 to 4 weeks (doing it daily) for it to become a part of your life.

ITTAKES 7 TO 21 REPETITIONS TO LEARN SOMETHING!

STEP FIVE: DO IT

Whenever you feel the slightest urge or prompting to practice these new discipline —

DO IT THEN! Don't wait. Seize every opportunity to reinforce your discipline. Those feelings
will not last, so whenever you feel inclined to perform your habit, do so!

STEP SIX: DOUBLE UP

Get a partner who will support you and encourage you. Find someone who is willing to hold
you accountable and check up on you especially in the early days before the discipline is firmly
rooted in your life.

"Let us consider and give attentive, continuous care to watching over each other, studying how
we may stir up and stimulate each other to...helpful deeds and noble activities." Heb. 10:25
"Two are better off than one, because together they can work more effectively. If one of them
falls down, the other can help him up." Eccl. 4:9-10

STEP SEVEN: DEPEND ON GOD

Rely on God's power to help you establish the discipline. Remember, Satan does not want you
to develop disciplines that help you grow spiritually and make you like Christ so he will do all
he can to tempt you, cause you to slip, or discourage you. Pray!

"For the Spirit God has given us...fills us with power, love and self-control." 2 Tim. 1:7
"For it is God who is at work within you, giving you the will and the power to achieve His
purpose.” Phil. 2:13
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NextSteps 201: MATURITY Answer Sheet

3 - Maturity; Principles; Commit; Being like Christ; Informed; Conformed: Transformed
8 - Read; Reflect; Respond; Request....Review; Review; Review

9 - Focused thinking; Confess; Obey; Pray; Believe; Relationships

10 - Devotion; Delight; Expectancy

11 — Real; Revealing

13 - Commands; Gratitude to God; Respect

14 - Belong; Accountability; Great power; Needed.

15 - Relationship; Purposes; Loyalty; Commission; Commandment

16 - Desire; Declaration; Depend on God

A Path for Spiritual Growth

w5 EPS

MEMBERSHIP MATURITY MISSION

On this page you will see the next steps to grow in your faith and become a fully
functioning Church Member.

The 3" NextSteps Class is 301:
MISSION: Applying Your Faith in Service

This course will help you to discover and employ your spiritual gifts in various areas of
Ministry and Outreach. Remember this: SAVED PEOPLE SERVE PEOPLE.

And the greatest way to serve God on earth is to serve people, whom God loves.
In this class we will help you to discover your S.H.A.P.E.

Spiritual Gifts.

Heart

Abilities

Personality

EXxperiences
God has given you a unique mix of these characteristics. When you decided to follow Jesus,
you were given spiritual gifts to use to serve others within the body of Christ. Your heart is
passionate about certain things. You have some natural abilities — areas you're just good at.
You have a unique personality that was given to you by God
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APPENDIX: BIBLE STUDY

Bible Handbook. Provides a great deal of information about each book of the Bible, life in Bible times,
history of the English Bible, etc.

Bible Dictionary. Brief articles on each significant subject, word, and person in the Old and New Testaments.
You'll often find helpful summaries of Bible teaching.

Bible Concordance. While study Bibles provide an abridged concordance, you can find an unabridged
concordance that helps you find every occurrence of a particular word in the Bible. The best-known of these
is Strong's Concordance (based on the KJV) which identifies each Greek and Hebrew word, and gives it a
brief definition and a number. Now concordances are available for the NIV and NASB containing Strong's
numbering system.

Bible Commentary. Bible commentaries provide an overview and running explanation of each book of the
Bible. A good place to start might be with a fairly recent one-volume commentary on the whole Bible. There
are also a number of inexpensive commentary series available that cover each book in the Bible, if you want
to study a particular book in greater depth.

Word Study tools include an interlinear New Testament that shows the Greek text on one line and a literal
English translation below it. A Greek-English Lexicon provides clear, precise definitions for each Greek word
in the New Testament. Some of these are keyed to Strong's numbers so they can be used by students who
haven't learned to read Greek letters. Similar resources are available for Hebrew as well.

Topical Bible. A topical Bible will give a great many scripture references listed by topic. Great if you're
doing a topical or thematic Bible study.

Bible Atlas. An atlas contains more than detailed maps. It also describes the geography and places of the
Bible, usually with fascinating illustrations and archeological details

Learning to Use a Study Bible

Cross References. In a column next to the text, a study Bible lists several other verses with a similar idea or
theme. For example, for "Nicodemus" in John 3:1, my Bible refers me to John 7:50 and 19:39 where he
appears again. For "Rabbi™ in verse 2, the cross references send me to Matthew 23:7 which has nine more
references on this topic that | can explore. These cross references won't be comprehensive but will point out
the main passages that discuss this idea.

Bible Book Introductions. It's important to know something about the author, date, themes, circumstances,
and intended audience of the Bible book or letter you're studying. In most study Bibles you'll find one to three
pages of introductory comments for each book with a brief outline.

Study Notes or Annotations. Study Bibles have footnotes at the bottom of the page to help explain some of
the more obscure ideas you'll run across -- a kind of mini-commentary. Remember, these aren't part of the
Bible itself, but can often point you in the right direction in your study. These notes are usually indexed for
easy reference.

Concordance. You've had a verse on the tip of your tongue, but don't know exactly where it is. A
concordance helps you find a Bible passage if you can think of a key word or two that the verse contains. A
concordance can also help you find other verses that teach a concept or use a word found in the passage you're
studying.

Topical Index. In addition to a concordance, some study Bibles have a separate topical index that helps you
find scripture references on a particular topic.

Maps. Part of understanding what's happening in narrative passages of Scripture is learning the geography,
the location of cities, battles, mountains, valleys, enemies, etc.

http://www.jesuswalk.com/bible-study/bible-study.htm
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APPENDIX: ON APPLICATION OF BIBLE STUDY
S.P.A.C.E. P.E.T.S. QUESTIONS..... Is there a?

S: SIN to confess?
Does God’s Word make you aware of something you need to make right with God?

P: PROMISE to claim?
There are more than 7,000 promises in God’s Word. Ask yourself if the passage you’ve read contains a
universal promise. Ask whether you’ve met all the conditions of the promise. Every promise has a premise!

A: ATTITUDE to change?
Is there something about which you need to think differently? Do you need to work on a negative attitude,
worry, guilt, fear, loneliness, bitterness, pride, apathy, or ego?

C: COMMAND to obey?
Is there a command you need to obey, no matter how you feel?

E: EXAMPLE to follow?
Are there positive examples to follow or negative examples to avoid?

P: PRAYER to pray?
Paul, David, Solomon, Elijah, and Isaiah, among others, pray in the Bible. You can use their prayers and
know that they’ll be answered because they’re in the Bible and in God’s will.

E: ERROR to avoid?
It’s wise to learn from experience, and it’s even wiser to learn from the experience of others! We don’t have
time to make all the mistakes ourselves. So what can you learn from the mistakes of those in Scripture?

T: TRUTH to believe?

Often, we’ll read something in Scripture that we can’t do anything about. We simply have to believe what it
says about God the Father, Jesus, the Holy Spirit, the past, the future, Heaven, Hell, or other topics in the
Bible.

S: SOMETHING for which to praise God?
You can always find something in a passage you can be grateful to God for, like something God has protected
you from or something God has done.

USE THIS VERSE TO COMPLETE THE S.PA.C.EP.E.T.S. FORMAT
James 1:19-21...%° Understand this, my dear brothers and sisters: You must all be quick to listen, slow to
speak, and slow to get angry. 22 Human anger does not produce the righteousness God desires. 2 So get rid of
all the filth and evil in your lives, and humbly accept the word God has planted in your hearts, for it has the
power to save your souls. (NLT)
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APPENDIX: THE FOUR PARTS OF YOUR TESTIMONY

1. WHAT MY LIFE WAS LIKE BEFORE | MET CHRIST.
What common circumstances would an unbeliever identify with?
What were your attitudes that an unbeliever would identify with? What was most important to you?
What substitute for God did you use to find meaning in your life?(sports/fitness, success at work,
marriage, sex, making money, drugs/alcohol, having fun, entertainment, popularity, hobbies)
2. HOW | REALIZED | NEEDED CHRIST.
What significant steps led up to your conversion?
What needs, hurts, or problems made you dissatisfied with the way you were living without God?
How did God get your attention? What motivated you?
3. HOW | COMMITTED MY LIFE TO CHRIST.
What specifically did you do? Where did it happen? What did you say in your prayer? Be specific.
4. THE DIFFERENCE IT HAS MADE IN MY LIFE.
What benefits have you experienced or felt? What problems have been resolved?
How has Jesus helped you change for the better? How has it helped your relationships?
Give a current example.
SUGGESTIONS FOR PREPARING YOUR TESTIMONY
Pray and ask God to give you the right words.
Write it out on paper. God honors preparation.
Keep it short and to the point. Don’t lose site of your goal.
Be succinct. Avoid excessive, unnecessary details.
Try to keep your testimony below 3 minutes.
Refer to experiences most people have in common.
Share a slice of your life (a story) that they will identify with.
Be honest about your continuing struggles. Your life is not perfect.
Don’t imply that all of your problems ended at conversion.
Spend the most time on part 4: the difference Christ has made.
e Emphasize WHY you received Christ (the benefits of doing it).
e Mention the benefit of being certain of your destiny when you die.
e Don’t exaggerate or brag about pre-conversion sins.
Don’t make negative remarks about other religions or people.
Don’t mention any denomination.
Don’t quote an excessive amount of Scripture. (1-5 verses)
Don’t answer questions they haven’t asked.
Give concrete examples of the changes in your life.
The more specific you are, the more dynamic it will be.
Avoid using dates, names, and ages. It doesn’t matter to them.
Be prepared. Practice it until it feels and sounds natural.
Read it aloud and edit it to make it conversational.
Let a friend read it and make suggestions.
Speak casually and informally, in a matter-of-fact tone.
Don’t dramatize or embellish your story.
Don’t share mystical experiences. Share on their level, not yours.
Don’t talk down to people. Don’t sound “preachy.”
Use “Il, me, and my” not “You . It’s about you — not them.
Use humor- it reduces tension and relaxes people. Smile! (Rick Warren. Class 401)
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APPENDIX: HOW TO BUILD A BRIDGE OF FRIENDSHIP

Good friendship are usually intentional, rather than accidental. Developing friendships with unbelievers often
requires going the second mile, taking some risks, and moving outside your own comfort zone. And with our
busy lifestyles, it takes planning. If you don’t plan to cultivate friendships with unbelievers, you’ll find that
you never have the time to do so. “We should make our plans - counting on God to direct us.” Pr. 16:9

STEP #1 : BECOME AWARE - of the unbelievers God has placed in your life.

AN NN NN

Make a list of them by name.

Realize that they are your responsibility.

Assess each person’s level of spiritual receptivity.
Discover and write down what their interest and needs are.
Look for areas of common ground that you can build on.
Figure out what kind of testimony each would respond to.

STEP #2: COMMIT TO PRAYER

AN NN N N NN

Use your list to pray daily for your unsaved friends.

Pray that God will draw them to himself. John 6:44

Pray that God will remove their spiritual blindness. 2 Cor 4:3-4
Pray that the Holy Spirit will make their heart receptive. Jn.16:8-13
Pray you’ll get the opportunity to share a clear witness. Col.4 3-5
Pray that God will give you wisdom in what to say. James 1:5
Pray the Holy Spirit will use the words you say. 1 Th. 1:5

STEP #3: SHOW YOU CARE

ANENENENENENENEN

Treat everyone with respect as people, not as “prospects”.
Be a genuine friend. Help them in practical ways.

Be a good listener. It is a great way to show love.

Make service your aim, not recruitment.

Invite them into your home.

Consciously focus your concern on meeting their needs.
Go out of your way to love them until they asks you why.
Accept people as they are without being judgmental.

STEP #4: BE READY TO SHARE

AN N N N N YN NN

Identify yourself as a positive, joyful follower of Christ.

Share a testimony when the occasion naturally arises. (It will)
Never force the Good News. Be patient. God is working!

Use crises situations to show why we all need God.

Ask questions that lead to spiritual discussions.

Give them appropriate message tapes or books to read.
Concentrate on the essential. Don’t get sidetracked by hang-ups.
Invite them to a seeker service at church.

Offer to lead in a prayer to commit after sharing the Good News.

Rick Warren. CLASS 401
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MY GROWTH COVENANT

A Daily Time With God Personal Bible reading and Prayer
Mark 1:35
A Weekly Tithe To God Giving the first 10%o0f my income

1 Corinthians 16:2

A Committed Team For God Fellowship with Believers

Hebrews 10:25 in a small group

Signature Pastor

Take the time and trouble to keep yourself spiritually fit. Bodily fitness has a limited value, but
spiritual fitness is of unlimited value, for it holds promise both for this present life and for the
life to come. 1Tim. 4:7

Name: (print)

Address:
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