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WILDERNESS IS WORTH IT

After the last camp of the year, a really weird feeling washes over me. It’s a mixture of relief, exhaustion, gratitude,
and a little sadness. Yes, my shower at home is much cleaner, my schedule is no longer planned down to the hour,
and my bed is zuch more comfortable. Still, I would do camp all over again tomorrow if given the chance!

Camp this year was transformational, as it often is. There is something about stepping into the wilderness that
opens us to change. In Scripture, the wilderness is awe-inspiring, but it is also frightening, uncertain, and uncom-
fortable. It reminds us how little control we actually have. Like Moses and the Israelites following the pillar of
cloud by day and the pillar of fire by night, the wilderness asks us to trust God’s leading. Like Peter walking on
water toward Jesus, the wilderness calls us to keep our eyes on God in frightening moments. And the wilderness
reveals unexpected truths: on the road from Jerusalem to Jericho, a man was attacked by robbers and was tended
to by a Samaritan—of all people—acting as his neighbor.

The wilderness is not just an escape from life’s distractions. It awakens us to where God is moving, guiding, and
calling us. Camp at Crystal Springs was no different. Here are a few moments when I noticed God at work.

Barrett cleatly led our cabin time each night, guiding the conversations through what he shared and how he shared
it. He ultimately encouraged us to include all the boys in our cabin time by moving it to a place where everyone
could fit—a moment we will remember for years to come.

We sang happy birthday to Grant at every meal on his birthday. Everyone supported him and knew his name, and
they were incredibly kind and thoughtful. Grant smiled, and everyone else did too.

Ellie Kate made new friends for the scavenger hunt game and (with those friends watching and encouraging her)
caught her first fish from the lake. She became a master fisherman and even touched one of them while it was on

the hook!

Haven and Ambar each shared their testimony during worship. Their courage and honesty rocked the hearts of
many youth. Each of their testimonies also encouraged another camper, who was facing a similar situation, to
speak with a counselor.

Hank and Mac were so loved by our cabin that when they had to leave eatly, it was nearly every boy’s low point of
the day. They were a source of joy for all the boys.

When I started the week, my last camp of the year, I was already exhausted and was setting my sights on surviving
the week. But through the wilderness, I became aware of so much more that God is doing. What is your wilder-
ness—uncertainty, grief, loneliness? Or is it starting school, difficult decisions, or changes in your life? Wilderness
is frightening and exhausting, but it is also a place
where we may finally hear what God is saying to us.

Thank you for supporting this summer camp minis-
try. Thank you for believing teenagers are worth in-
vesting in. And thank you for praying, giving, volun-
teering, and cheering them on. Because of you, our
youth had the chance to discover that even in fright-
ening and uncomfortable places, God chooses to
meet us there.

Love ya, ZJV'




CPWM YARD SALE!

Friday, July 24: 8-2
Saturday, July 25: 8-12

Come on out and find those treasures!

BACKPACK BLESSING

When our children, youth, and teach-
ers return to school in August, they do
not go alone. They go with the grace of
) God, the love of Christ Jesus, and the
comfort of the Holy Spirit! They also go
with the love and support of the Brenthaven Church
family.

On Sunday, August 2, during worship, we will
celebrate our annual Backpack Blessing. Students
are encouraged to bring their backpacks. Toddlers
are invited to bring their diaper bags. Adults are
encouraged to bring their backpacks, briefcases,
tote bags, purses, sports bags, or other forms of
conveyance for their daily “stuff” to be blessed, as
well. Join us to be blessed, regardless of your age or
stage of life!

BIBLE STUDY SURVEY

There has been some discussion about starting an
ongoing Bible Study. It would not take the place of
the Advent or Lenten Studies, but would be an
opportunity outside of Sunday school for study. To
determine the best situation, if you are interested in
participating, please answer the questions below and
let the church office know.

e How often would you prefer, once a month or
twice a month?

e What day of the week is best?

e For those who are free during the day, what
time is better: morning, lunch or afternoon?

e For those who work, would you attend an even-
ing Bible study and what day seems best?

e Is there a book of the Bible you would like to
study?

e If there was “homework,” would you be willing
to do the extra work?

Please email, text, or call the church office or
Pastor Kip. Thank youl!

MISSIONS MINISTRY

We are collecting items for My Own Backyard
Kids through July 26. We would like the following
items:

Cup of noodles or soup (all in one, so no need
for a bowl), cracker packs (peanut butter, cheese,
etc.), disposable spoons/forks, cleaning wipes,
paper towel rolls, and travel tissues or travel hand
wipes.

If you would rather give a gift card to Kroger or
Walmart, that would be appreciated. (Please leave gift
cards in the office.)

DONATION

We also are collecting hygiene products for Norman
Binkley Elementary School through July 26. The
following items are needed:

deodorant, toothbrushes, toothpaste, dental
floss, chapstick, bar soap, washcloths, feminine
hygiene pads, hairbrushes, ponytail holders/
elastics or hair ties, shampoo, and lotion.

Look for a donation bin in the Narthex for each
group.

Join Us!

Our Monday Matinee last week was a success, so
we are planning to meet the second Monday each
month in the Adult Library until mid-November. Our
next meeting will be Monday, August 10. We are
viewing the series, House of David. There will be a
slight time change so watch for upcoming announce-
ments for details. We hope you will join us!

BRENTHAVEN CHURCH PICNIC

Join us for an evening of food,
fellowship, and fun! Our Church
Picnic is coming up Wednesday
August 12, starting at 5:30 pm,
at Granny White Park in the
pavilion.

The church will provide burgers and hotdogs. We
ask that you bring a side dish to share. Don’t miss
this event!
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PRAYER CONCERNS

Recent Additions
Sinh Dang (future father-in-law of Laura Pulley)

Members

Joan Bledsoe, Joyce Burch, Phyllis Burkhalter, Kimberly
Crowe, David Dowland, Bob Dozier, Marilyn Ewen,
Anna Ford, Carol Ford, Barbara Gentry, Tim Ghianni,
Paul Gonzales, Suzanne Hawkins, Tommy Hennesy,
Suzanne Johnson, Barbara Loyall, Dawn & Walter
McBee, Marty Morris, Rose O’Hara, Bonnie Pierce,
Larry Pulley, Jodi Rush, Phil Slagle, Porter Stark, Scott
Strickland, Cheryl & Don Tabor, Jane & James Talley

Family and Friends

Cherry Ann Bates (friend of Darleen Rush), Jon Bates (nephew of
Kaye Holland), Beth Brakebill (sister of Joe Mallpy), Mary Ruth
Campbell (step-mother of Barry & Darryl Campbell), Lauren (friend of
Ame Satterwhite), Brenda Copeland (niece of Martha Stewars), John
Copeland (nephew of Martha Stewars), Chrissy Deaton (sister-in-law
of Russ Deaton), Melody Dobbins (danghter-in-law of Kathy & Bill
Dobbins), Mary Dale Edwards (mother of John Edwards), Kristen
Ertel (co-worker of Aaron Ferry), Garry Fetry (uncle of Aaron Ferry),
Bill Garrett (son of Beverly Garrert), Dani Ghulam (fiend of Sandra
& Scott Shepherd), Gregg (Gross (father of Ben Gross), Chazz Jones
(friend of the Crafting gronp), Hudson Jones (fiiend of Joan Bledsoe’s
Jamily), River Leonard (daughter of co-worker of Sharon Mallsy),
Walter McBee, Jr. (son of Walter McBee, Sr.), Jim McCulley
(father of Jay McCulley), Bob & Sally Marsh (parents of John Marsh),
Bettie Mason (fiiend of Barbara Dial), Butch Mayes (friend of
Walter McBee), Colton Osborne (family friend of Rena Sutton), Joan
Peay (mother of Trent Johnson), Rick Prentice (son-in-law of Ben
Davis), Kinsley Ramey (co-worker of Aaron Ferry), Troy Rhone
(nephew of Scott Shepherd), Jenny Rowe (sister of Liz, Strickland), Bob
Seigenthaler (fiiend of Bob Dogier), Marjorie Shepherd (mother of
Sharon Malloy), Casey Sherwin (co-worker of Scott Strickland), Bill
Shouse (uncle of Larry Pulley), Judy Smith (friend of Janiece Redmon),
Brittany Spradling, Caden Sullivan (grandson of Nina Sullivan),
Nina Sullivan, Gary Tessar (fiiend of Jan Marshall), Bill Turner
(brother-in-law of Cheryl Tabor), Lynn Underwood (daughter of Dawn
McBee), Sam Wartren (son of Cindi & John Edwards), Jack
Whitmote (father of Brooke Gross), Linda Williams (sister-in-law of
Linda Pulley), those serving our country

Deaths

Family of Raymond Bennett (brother of Brenda Medlin)
Family of Madge Graves

MEMORIALS

In memory of Raymond Bennett
Becky & Ronny Jones

In memory of Ben Davis
Diana & Mark Wilson

In memory of Jack Phillips
Jan & Larry Davidson

FOR THE BEAUTY OF THE EARTH

As you turn into the
church parking lot, you may §
have noticed the beautiful
garden on both sides, bor-
dered with abundant river
rock, colorful flowers, and
lovely ground cover. The
area directly beneath the stained-glass window is
beautifully landscaped with plants and trees. And
the decorative planters at each church entrance are a
bonus. It is a blessing to see our church property
cared for so lovingly.

This landscaping and its ongoing
maintenance have been generously
provided at no cost to the church. All
of it is a gift from three caring mem-
bers who planted it and constantly
" nurture and water it.

What a loving way to honor the creator, express
their love for God, and bless Brenthaven Church.
Our deepest thanks to Becky Jones, Donna
Kirby, and Anita Tilley!

Safe

SAFE HAVEN—BACK TO SCHOOL Harvep
 Family
Donations for Back-to-School items {1 Shelter

for Safe Haven: due to lack of storage space, they’re
asking for financial donations so they can purchase
the school supplies their families need. Use the link
below or go to Safehaven.org.

https://pro.gofundme.com/shfsbacktoschool2026
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BRENTHAVEN CUMBERLAND PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
516 Franklin Road
Brentwood, TN 37027-5909

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

SUNDAY SCHOOL : 9:30 A.M.
SUNDAY WORSHIP: 10:45 A.M.

PHONE: (615) 373-4826
FAX: (615) 373-4869

www.brenthaven.org

Stamp

UPCOMING EVENTS

July 23
July 24
July 25
July 26

July 30
Aug. 2

11:00 AM Creative Crafts (Adult Library)
8 AM—2 PM Yard Sale (FH/Narthex)
8 AM—12 PM Yard Sale (FH/Narthex)

9:30 AM Sunday School
10:45 AM Worship

11:00 AM Creative Crafts (Adult Library)

9:30 AM Sunday School
10:45 AM Worship (Backpack Blessing)

LECTIONARY READINGS FOR JULY 26

Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time (green)
Genesis 29:15-28 and Psalm 105:1-11, 45b

or Psalm 128;

I Kings 3:5-12 and Psalm 119:129-1306;
Romans 8:26-39;
Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52

STEWARDSHIP REPORT FOR JULY 19

OPERATING BUDGET

Karen Benefield, Office Admin (secretary@brenthaven.otg)

Dedicated Giving $630.00
Donations towards Budgeted Expense 12,829.00
Weekly Need 10,835.00
Received Year-to-Date 313,258.22
Actual Spend Year-to-Date 323,905.08
Difference -10,646.86
STAFF & LEADERSHIP

Kip J. Rush, Senior Pastor Session — The Elders

Ean Taylor’ Associate Pastor C/ﬂ.ﬁ‘ qf2026 C/ﬂ.ﬁ‘ qf2027 C/ﬂ&f 42028

Rena Sutton, Children’s Ministry Jeri Behan Chris Fleming Rachel Campbell

. . L Jan Davidson Renee McCulley Bill Dobbins
Lm‘_ja Pulley, DlreCtér of Music Russ Deaton Mike Murphy Frank Scott
Amity Marsh, Organist Joe Malloy Ame Satterwhite Scott Strickland




