Welcome to
St. Peter’s Pikeland
United Church of Christ

We Celebrate
the Hanging of
the Greens

December 7, 2025
7:00 p.m.

PRELUDE “Winter Wonderland”
The Thin Line

THE GREETING
We gather as God’s people to celebrate again
what Christ’s coming means to the world.
Welcome to this service of
the Hanging of the Greens.
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CALL TO WORSHIP
The people will make the responses in the bold print.

We are now in the season of Advent,
a time of waiting and preparation,
of expectation and hope.
Each of Advent’s four Sundays
brings us closer to Christmas,
the Nativity of our Lord.

Tonight we continue our preparation
for the coming of the Christ Child
as we decorate this house of God.
We will make this sanctuary ready
for the people of God in this place
SO we may once again
celebrate and welcome
the coming of the Savior of the World.

HYMN S5  “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”
Please stand for the hymn

THE CANDLES

COMING OF THE LIGHT
Acolytes enter and light the altar candles, the

candelabra, and the first two candles of the Advent
wreath.

INTERLUDE “Sing We Now of Christmas” Raney/Bowman
Pete Warner, trombone

THE TRUE LIGHT



A READING FROM JOHN John 1:1-9
Dan Gorge

INTERLUDE “Light of the World” Cash & Bergthold
The Thin Line

THE GREENS
As greens are placed throughout the sanctuary, those
sitting in the balcony are asked to drape the nearby
greens across the balcony. On both levels, wreaths
are hung in the windows.

HYMN 25 “I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day”
You may remain seated.

THE POINSETTIAS AND THE BELLS
Poinsettias and bells are brought into the chancel.

HYMN 9 (seated) “Away in a Manger”

INTERLUDE “Winter Snow” Assad
Lynnly Zeller, soloist

THE CRECHE
The creche will be assembled following the
narration as the figures are presented to the Pastor.

INTERLUDE  “My Love Is Always Here” Desplat
Vocal Quintet: Dick Sherman, Doug Hanson, Pete Warner,
Emily Gorge, Kat Bowman

THE CHRISTMAS TREE
The ushers will invite all who are able to come forward
to present their offerings and place their ornaments on
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the Christmas tree. Ornaments for those who need them
are available by the tree.

As you come forward by the center aisle, please bring
your gifts for the kids at Bethany Home. You may return
to your seat by one of the side aisles.

As we present our offerings and the tree is decorated, we
will sing verses 1 and 2 of the following Carols:

CAROL 10 “Deck the Hall”
CAROL 11 “O Christmas Tree”
CAROL 2 “The First Noel”
INTERLUDE
“God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen + We Three Kings”
BNL/MacLachlan
The Thin Line
CAROL 8 “Angels, from the Realms of Glory”
CAROL 47 “Here We Come a-Caroling”
CAROL 40 “Angels We Have Heard on High”
INTERLUDE  “Rockin’ Around the Christmas Tree” Lee
The Thin Line
CAROL 59 “God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen”
CAROL 41 “Good Christian Men, Rejoice”

THE WINDOWS
Candles and greens will be placed
in the windows and lighted.

INTERLUDE “The Christmas Song”  Tormé & Wells
The Thin Line
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PROCLAMATION AND PRAYER

I proclaim that with our carols and our prayers
this house of God is now prepared.

The candles have been lighted,
the greens have been hung.

Our church is ready for the coming of Christmas.

Let us now ask for God’s help
in these days of Advent,
that we may prepare
our hearts and our lives
for the glad tidings of great joy
which shall be to all people.

Gracious God,
as we stand at the beginning
of this year’s journey
toward Bethlehem’s manger,
we praise and thank you
for the joy that has been ours
to share this evening.
We look forward with great anticipation
to the celebrations ahead.
Yet, decorating this church is the easy part
of our preparation for Christmas.
By your gracious and empowering Spirit,
help us to prepare ourselves
for the coming of the Christ Child.
May we receive him in faith,
and in receiving him
may we welcome you. Amen.
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BLESSING

Let all the mountains and hills
break forth into singing,
and all the trees of the field
clap their hands,
for God reigns overall.

And now, may the grace of Jesus Christ,
the love of God,
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit
go with you, now and always. Amen.

PARTING HYMN
“We Wish You a Merry Christmas”
The congregation is invited to sing this carol while
exiting for fellowship in Fellowship Hall
next to the church.

Merry
Christmas

L
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To all in our St. Peter’s Church
family and to all of our guests tonight —

We greet you in the name of Jesus, the Child
of Bethlehem, and welcome you to this
annual service of The Hanging of the
Greens.

You are invited to join us after the service
for a time of refreshment and fellowship.

We extend special thanks to
Cindy Warner for coordinating this service.
We are also grateful to everyone who helped
prepare for this wonderful event.

Our narrator is Pastor Doug Hanson. Our
keyboardist and Music Director is Kat Bowman.

The Angel ornament at the top of the Christmas tree is placed in
loving memory of Laura Beitler.

The red heart-shaped candle on the altar is in loving memory of
MJeremy P. Wilson™

The poinsettia on the altar is in honor of our church family,
both here and in Heaven.

Special Thanks to ...

.. Kat Bowman, Peter Warner, Dick Sherman, Emily Gorge, and
Lynnly Zeller
... The Sewing Circle for hosting Social Hour.
.. All of the “elves” who helped to prepare for and participate in
the service!

Join us as we continue our celebration of Advent
at our 10 a.m. Service of Worship each Sunday.
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We will celebrate Christmas Eve on December 24
Family Service at 5 p.m. and
our Candlelight Service of Lessons and Carols at 9 p.m.

May the true peace and joy of this beautiful season
-- the gift of God in Jesus Christ —
bless you and yours now and always.

St. Peter’s United Church of Christ
1193 Clover Mill Road
Chester Springs, Pennsylvania 19425
Telephone 610-933-6419
E-mail: stpeterspikelanducc@verizon.net
On the Internet at www.stpeterspikeland.org

Look for us on FaceBook:
St. Peter’s Pikeland
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