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From the Pastor’s Desk:  A Harvest of Giving Thanks

(continued on page 2)

As the leaves start to change 
and the market shelves become 
overstocked with cranberry sauce 
and the fixin’s for green bean 
casserole, my mind begins to turn 
toward one of my favorite annual 
feasts — Thanksgiving! For most 
of my childhood, I saw the name 
of this day as an abstract word 
that connected me to food, family, 
and football; however, in the past 
few years, especially, I have come 
to appreciate what it should really 
be focused on for us as Christians: 
giving thanks.

It is easy to get so caught up in the rush of the holiday 
season that we forget to say “thank you”. And even if 
we do manage to do so with some of the big, exciting 
ways that others and God have blessed us, we can 
overlook the “daily bread” that we take for granted.

As Martin Luther explains the fourth petition of 
the Lord’s Prayer in his Small Catechism, the “daily 
bread” we pray for is much more than literal loaves, 
it is: Everything included in the necessities and 
nourishment for our bodies, such as food, drink, 
clothing, shoes, house, farm, fields, livestock, money, 
property, an upright spouse, upright children, upright 
members of the household, upright and faithful 
rulers, good government, good weather, peace, health, 
decency, honor, good friends, faithful neighbors, and 
the like. So basically, everything good. Everything we 
think we are entitled to is actually a gift from God.

The act of praying for what may seem like “little 
things” (shoes?!) reminds us to take nothing for 
granted. To remember that every good thing comes 
from God as the creative Holy Spirit brings people 
together to care for one another’s needs. To pause 
and pay attention to the things we might otherwise 
overlook and give thanks for the joy, care, life, and 
sustenance they bring.

That has been an important lesson for me in my 
marriage to Ben. Taking care of the garbage on trash 
day may be “his job”, so to speak, and it may seem 
like a small thing compared to taking care of Alice or 
making dinner after a late night meeting, but I have 
realized that when we get into the habit of saying 
“thank you” for the little things, we remember the love 
and care that those small acts carry. When Ben and I 
realized how powerful those acts of gratitude and 

feelings of appreciation can be, we 
created a small glass frame (with a 
pretty paper instead of a picture) 
that we use a dry erase marker on 
to write what we are thankful for. 
We started this was to appreciate 
each other and all that is going 
well in our busy and sometimes 
chaotic lives. But it has turned into 
something that helps us reflect and 
give thanks to God for all the good 
things.

Gratitude is not only right, 
but it changes us. We can go 
from focusing on the negative to 

realizing all the ways that God is good and faithful and 
how the Holy Spirit is moving and shaking around us. 
If haven’t had a chance to say it to you individually 
as of late, please hear this now: thank you for being 
part of our church family. Whether you are reading 
this from home where I get to visit you each month or 
grabbing a copy of the newsletter from the awesome 
welcome center entrance space that is being designed 
by the Mission & Discipleship Team: thank you for the 
gifts that you gift our church family as you serve God. 
Thank you for doing the sometimes hard work of being 
church together. Thank you for taking out the trash, 
ushering, singing, bringing in food- all the things, big 
and small, that help us to experience the love of God.
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News

(Pastor’s letter continued from page 1)

Pastoral Acts

The Grace Lutheran 
Annual Meeting is 

November 10 at 10:00 
a.m. Mark your calendar.  
Please try to attend so we 

can have a quorum.  

On Saturday, October 12, 2019, Alverta 
Melton was commended to God’s eternal 
care in the company of the angels and 
saints in light in a service of Christian 
Burial at Heffner’s in Red Lion. Pastor 
Courtney led the service, which was 
followed by burial at Susquehanna 
Memorial Gardens.

On Friday, October 18, 2019 we gathered at Grace 
Lutheran Church to commend Gerald Heiss into God’s 
eternal care and celebrate the promise of resurrection, 
in a service of Christian Memorial led by Pastor 
Courtney. A private family inurnment followed the 
following week.  Please join us in praying for the Heiss 
family and friends as we mourn the passing of Gerry 
Heiss. He and his family have been long time members 
of the congregation, and have done so much over the 
years for the church.

I wanted to remind everyone that 
we are rapidly approaching the 
Annual Congregational Meeting.  It will be held on 
Sunday, November 10 at 10 a.m.  Please make sure you 
get a copy of the budget as we will be discussing it 
as well as voting for the new members of the Church 
Council and next year’s nomination committee.

The nominations are as follows:
Church Council:
•	 Amy Hartman
•	 Riley Bowles
•	 Mark Einsig
•	 Veronica Carter
•	 Deb Warntz (1 Year Term)

Nominating Committee for 2020
•	 Sam Laucks
•	 Joe Jacobs
•	 Wes Smith
•	 Peggy Gardner
Also, a special thank you to the Nominating 

Committee and the Finance Committee for their hard 
work as we prepare for the meeting.

Joe Turek

So as we approach our day of feasting, may we live 
into it as a true time of gratitude, a real feast of Giving 
Thanks. Write a card to someone. Say “thank you” to 
a friend, child, spouse, or parent for something that 
might seem small to them but is a blessing to you. 
Contribute items for our “Harvest of ThanksGiving” 
collection for the Food Pantry. Take an empty glass 
frame, put in some pretty background paper, and use 
a dry erase marker to write out daily/weekly what you 
are thankful for. Say the Lord’s Prayer with a little 
more oomph or with paused intentionality.

Give thanks.

Your sister in Christ,
+Pastor Courtney

Children and youth 
are invited to sing "A 
Family of Love" with the 
senior choir and bells 
on Sunday November 24 
at 10:45 a.m.  Please see 
Mary for the music. We 

will practice prior to the service at 
10:15 a.m. in the basement

Gift Cards Support the 
Church

We have Giant and Jerry’s Great Valu store cards 
available in denominations from $20 to $100.  They are 
available Sundays in the back of the Spirit Cellar service 
or the Welcome Center between services.  Please make 
checks payable to Grace Lutheran Church.  This is an 
important fundraiser for the church and a win-win for 
everyone.  You get gift cards to do the shopping you do 
already and the church gets a commission.
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Want to Receive The Beacon
Electronically?

It’s Easy!
Just email your address to the publisher:  

swimmerjenusa@yahoo.com.
We’ll take care of the rest.

All Saint’s Sunday November 3
We will celebrate All-Saints 

Sunday on November 3.  If you 
have lost a family member this 
past year, please submit a photo 
and brief life profile to the church 

office



We welcome the Hosanna Ringers during the 
November 10 10:45 a.m. service at Grace Lutheran. 
The Hosanna Ringers are a musical group that 
delights in “ringing” their praises to God. They 
represent the music and outreach ministry of Jessica 
& Friends Community, The 
Hosanna Ringers have performed 
at the Springettsbury Township 
"Sounds of Summer" concert series, 
Lancaster Bible College's Chapel 
Service and for numerous churches 
and retirement homes in the area.

Food Pantry Needs Our Help 

We are planning a 
great event on November 
9.  The proceeds for the 
Bazaar will go to the 
planning and funding 
of the 125th anniversary 
celebration.  We will need 
many volunteers to make this even happen.  Please 
consider giving a few hours of your time.  

Of course, we also need shoppers.  You will be able 
to do a lot of your Christmas shopping all in our 
basement!  There will be raffle items and an auction.  
Hopefully, you have already seen some of the items for 
sale on display in the welcome center display case.  We 
will have many other vendors and FOOD!
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What’s In the Display case?

Book Club

We welcome all submissions to the newsletter.  The 
newsletter is a great place to ask for help, publicize 
an event you are planning in the church, tell people 
about something you or your family are doing, 
thank members, celebrate a victory. The possibilities 
are endless!  The vision for the newsletter is to 
communicate between members in a clear and 
interesting format.  If you would like to submit to the 
newsletter or help in any way, here is what you can do:

*If you are comfortable with computers, you 
may email Chris Jacobs at:  kndsis1@yahoo.com.  
Please make sure your document is either a .doc 
or .pdf file.  If you are including digital artwork, 
make sure it is at least 300KB in size.

*If you prefer paper, just drop off your 
submission in the mailbox marked ‘newsletter’ 
outside the office door.  The mailboxes are 
located on a table across the hall.

Please keep in mind that the deadline for submission 
is the 20th of each month for the following month’s 
newsletter.  If you have pictures or graphics that 
complement your submission, include them 
along with directions or suggestions on their use. 
Please include your contact information in every 
submission so the editor can get in touch to clarify 
or fact-check.  If you are interested in a monthly 
submission or article, we welcome that as well.

How to submit to 
the Newsletter

This month’s book 
selection is, The Kitchen 
House by Kathleen 
Grissom.  When a white 
servant girl violates the 
order of plantation society, 
she unleashes a tragedy 

that exposes the worst and best in the people she has 
come to call her family.  Orphaned while onboard ship 
from Ireland, seven-year-old Lavinia arrives on the 
steps of a tobacco plantation where she is to live and 
work with the slaves of the kitchen house.  Under the 
care of Belle, the master's illegitimate daughter, Lavinia 
becomes deeply bonded to her adopted family, though 
she is set apart from them by her white skin.

Eventually, Lavinia is accepted into the world of 
the big house, where the master is absent and the 
mistress battles opium addiction.  Lavinia finds herself 
perilously straddling two very different worlds.  When 
she is forced to make a choice, loyalties are brought 
into question, dangerous truths are laid bare, and lives 
are put at risk. 

If you would like to join us, we are meeting November 
21 at 6:30 p.m. in the welcome center to discuss the 
book.  If you need a copy of the book, contact Geri 
Jacobs or Jen Rudolf.   We meet every 3rd week on 
Thursdays at 6:30 p.m.

Help celebrate 125 years by checking 
our Cabinet to help our Food Pantry with 
their Health Care Items 

We will also show over the years the 
total families that were helped by Grace 
Church.

Needed:  Toilet paper, tissues, paper 
towels, dish detergent, body wash, shampoo, toothpaste 
and toothpaste.  If you don't wish to do shopping, you 
can donate cash to help with their needs also.

We give loving thanks for all who help keep our food 
pantry furnishing food and personal items to those in 
need.

Thanks be to God.
-Janet

Grace Holiday Bazaar

Special Music Performance in 
November
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Stewardship of 
Wants, needs, & the 

path to contentment
There is great gain in godliness combined with contentment; 

for we brought nothing into the world, so that we can take 
nothing out of it; but if we have food and clothing, we will 
be content with these. But those who want to be rich fall into 
temptation and are trapped by many senseless and harmful 
desires that plunge people into ruin and destruction. –1 
Timothy 6:6-9

When Apple released a new iPhone some years ago, 
our teenager grew unhappy with the one that had been 
a treasured birthday present only a few months earlier. 

“I really need a new iPhone,” we were told with 
urgency and expectation. Sensible parents, we said no, 
pointing out that a new iPhone was definitely a want, 
not a need. Our teen stormed off, outraged by the 
injustice and deprivation. 

Children and youth are forgiven for confusing wants 
and needs, but many of us reach adulthood without the 
knowledge. The distinction is especially hard to learn 
in our consumer culture, where every advertisement 
tells us that true happiness is forever just one more 
purchase away. When we believe this lie, we suffer 
lives of insatiable desire, ever grasping for the newer, 
the better, the larger, the more. 

Mature faith and biblical stewardship challenge 
us to distinguish our wants from our needs, so that 
we may find contentment with “enough” — decent 
housing, healthy food, clean clothing and reliable 
transportation. No longer slaves to a desire for more, 
we are free to enjoy the abundant life that comes 
from loving relationships with God and family and 
neighbor. 

Getting free may take discipline, but with God’s help 
we can grow. Faced with desire, we pray: “Is this a 
need or a want? If it’s a want, why do I sense it’s a 
need? Can I be content without it?”

Finding contentment, we open ourselves to the life 
God intends for us, rich and abundant in love, joy and 
grace.

--Rob Blezard
© 2019, Rev. Robert Blezard.Reprinted by permission.

t.O.g.s News
November 10 at 1:00 p.m. 

-  Holy Grounds will meet at 
Brown’s Orchard in Loganville. 
Holy Grounds is Conversation 
over ‘coffee’ – about faith & life: 
for our high schoolers.

Friendsgiving November 24 
5-8:00 p.m.- Give thanks with a grateful heart for our 
friendships!  RSVP by signing up to bring a side dish 
and then we’ll gather at Pastor Courtney’s to eat and 
make fleece blankets for our homebound members.

The Reflection of 
Autumn

We see the reflection of Autumn
In the season’s looking glass;

We view the leaves’ vibrant colors 
Of oaks, maples, sassafras.

We hear the resounding of Autumn
In the rustling of the leaves;

In the shrilly call of the blue jays,
The honk of the flying geese.

We feel the touch of Autumn
At this turning of the year.

We see, hear and feel its presence
And we know that God is near.

-Loise Pinkerton Fritz

Erma’s Inspirations

church 
Family news
Giving Thanks

We have received many 
thank-yous from the families 
we supported with the fire 

relief. They send their thanks and are gracious for the 
help and kindness we have shared.

A Card of Thanks sent to Grace
Thank you so much for the prayers as I recover.  I am 

blessed to have Grace Lutheran sisters and brothers in 
my life.

-Larry Fales

Graceful Women
Graceful Women’s November meeting will be held 

on November 7 at 7:00 p.m. The Women’s current 
projects will be discussed, as well as projects for next 
year. They will also be discussing helping set up the 
Holiday Bazaar.



Here are the events happening 
in November:

November 3  2:00-6:00 p.m. 
Annual Quilt Auction.  Join us 
for this year’s Live Quilt Auction 
and Silent Auction of hand-
crafted items at Nawakwa.  This 
fun-filler afternoon of bidding 
raises money for the LCC Endowment Fund, which 
helps to financially sustain our fine ministry activities.  
In addition to the auctions, the afternoon is a great 
time to renew camp friendships, walk around camp 
and eat dinner.

November 8-10 – Women’s Craft Retreat at Nawakwa.  
Try new techniques share your latest creations, work 
on UFO’s, and enjoy the relaxed atmosphere of cam 
in the fall.  Worship led by Rev. Cindy Brommer.  All 
meals provided. 

November 24  5-6:30 p.m.  Thanksgiving Dinner 
Church at the Wittel Farm.  Thanksgiving Dinner church 
begins at 5:00 p.m. Enjoy a Eucharist (Thanksgiving), 
offering thanks to God for the gifts of 2019.
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Wedding Anniversaries

November Celebrations

Each month, The Beacon reports who is 
sponsoring the flowers in the Sanctuary.

November’s flowers:

December’s flowers:

Lutheran Camping 

The Beacon is brought to you by:

Chris Jacobs, Editor/Staff Writer
Jennifer Rudolf, Layout/Staff Writer 

Ottilie Grim, Copy Proofreader
Richard Rhine, Proofreader

Dee Kerr, Proofreader

Happy Birthday

03 – In memory of Sterling Smith by 
        Arlene & family
     –The pedestal flowers are in memory of
       Adam Sullivan by Ned & Julia Kinard
10 – In memory of Loretta Jackson by 
        Wendy Mummert
17 – In memory of Luther & Margaret 
        Curran & Jacob & Ruth Keener by 
        their family
24 – In memory of Bernice Jacobs by the 
        family

01 – Presented to God as we prepare for
        the coming on His Son
08 – Presented to the Glory of God & the 
        advent of His birth
15 – Presented by Sara, Maggie, Kelly
        & Jud Stauffer in honor of Sandy & Joe
        Stauffer and Donna & Sterling Krout
22 – In memory of Bernice & Clark Jacobs 
        by the Jacob family
24 – Christmas Eve
29 – In memory of Cheslin & Lottie Wagner
        by Dean & Linda Anderson

01- Daniel Davis 
02- Chad Vigna 
05- Andrew Crawford 
05- Paige Fishel 
05- Drew Walker 
06- Elizabeth Hanzlik 
07- William Coeyman 
09- William Stein 
10- Jake Hanzlik 
13- Jeremy Christenberry 
13- Stacy Frey 
14- Mark Einsig 
15- Robert Arnold 
15- Robert E. Hammers 
18- Courtney Erzkus 
20- Ottilie Grim 
20- Stephen Seitz 
20- David Sipe 
22- Jeanne Laucks 
24- Eleanor Gross 
25- Bobbi Jo Shaffer 
25- Ellen Warntz 
26- Wesley Smith 
27- Wendy Mummert 
28- Samuel Laucks 
28- Wendy Miller 
28- Amy Webster 
29- Jaclyn Marie Golden 
30- Kelly Jo Marshall

01- Larry & Dolores Tudor 
05- Maggie & Thomas Holroyd 
05- Gary & Barbara Krout 
08- Jeffrey & Lesa Arnold 
09- Andrew & Lisa Crawford 
12- Lisa & Stephen Germick 
21- Sharon & Andreas Hont 
22- C. Richard & Jean Rhine 
29- Jud & Kelly Stauffer
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