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' “Let your (ight shine before others”

Blessing of the Hounds

For decades, St. Peter’s
and the Pickering Hunt
invited the local commu-
nity to the Blessing of

A WORD
FROM THE

the Hounds on Thanks-
giving morning. After
the Pickering Hunt dis-
¥ banded, we were blessed
-

to have join us the Ar-
drossan Beagles, who will be with us again this year.

The Blessing of the Hounds began in the 8" century in
Europe. Over time, it became a regular part of the
hunting season, especially fox hunting in England.
This same tradition came to the United States, often
held on Thanksgiving Day.

For many families, these beloved services have be-
come part of their Thanksgiving Day. Some have been
coming to the Blessing of the Hounds at St. Peter’s for
years.

As always, the Blessing of the Hounds will be held
behind the church at 9:30am. I’ll also be happy to
bless your family dogs! This tradition is a beautiful
way to appreciate the Chester Springs countryside.
Please consider attending if you haven’t in the past. I
also encourage you to invite a friend. Maybe they’ll
find a new family tradition here, also.

See you Thanksgiving morning!

Thank you to everyone who has supported R2R again
this year! There is still a little time before we submit
our funds to the organization (usually at Thanksgiv-
ing) so if you haven’t yet had the chance but you’d
like to contribute, please write a check to St Peter’s
with R2R in the memo line. We’ll have a final update

on our impact in the next newsletter!

We thank you for your continued support!

-Wayne Freese, Herman Nieuwenhuizen and Dick Sherman

Hanging of the Greens
Sunday, December 7th at 7:00 pm

More details to come for those who wish to be an
active part in the service!

Please see page 3 for Bethany Children’s Home
Christmas Wish List, as we collect items for Bethany
the night of the Hanging of the Greens.

Annual Meeting

Following the service on Sunday, November 23rd our
Annual Congregational Meeting will be held.

We need to meet our By-Law requirements for a vot-
ing quorum. We understand that we can’t all attend
church, so we will be e-mailing out absentee ballots
prior to the meeting. Please fill your ballot out and
return it to the church office before November 23rd.
You can also e-mail the ballot or send in the mail.

We will vote for our new Consistory members and
Congregational officers at the annual meeting.

We also will get a first look at a draft budget for 2026,
with the vote for that slated in January.
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FALL FESTIVAL

On Sunday, October 19, after enjoying our Harvest
Home Sunday Worship, we enjoyed a beautiful Fall
Festival outside. Games were played, pumpkins were
carved and good food and pies were consumed!!

A special thank you to Maureen and Fred Wookey for
organizing this fun event that was enjoyed by all
ages!

New Parsonage Roof

On Sunday, October 5Sth, a vote was taken and $16,000
was approved for a new parsonage roof. Following the
motion and the second, there was no discussion and
motion was approved and meeting was adjourned.

BEAR FAIR

We will be collecting the Bears and assorted other ani-
mals through the month of November, starting No-
vember 2nd. These cuddly critters must be new please.
Pastor Doug will dedicate them on
Sunday, November 23rd before they

head off to their forever homes in the
arms of people who will cuddle and
snuggle them as their form of comfort.

Advent Workshop

Immediately following social hour on
Sunday, November 23 anyone interested
in attending an Advent workshop please go to the
conference room upstairs.
Maureen Wookey is putting together a guide to the
advent season. If you would like more information,
please email Maureen at mwookey17@hotmail.com

Recognition of Veterans

- Wayne Freese

Just A Common Soldier
(A Soldier Died Today)
By A. Lawrence Vaincourt

He was getting old and paunchy and his hair was falling fast,
And he sat around the Legion, telling stories of the past.

Of a war that he had fought in and the deeds that he had done,

In his exploits with his buddies; they were heroes, every one.
And tho' sometimes, to his neighbors, his tales became a joke,
All his Legion buddies listened, for they knew whereof he spoke.

But we'll hear his tales no longer for old Bill has passed away,
And the world's a little poorer, for a soldier died today.

He will not be mourned by many, just his children and his wife,
For he lived an ordinary and quite uneventful life.

Held a job and raised a family, quietly going his own way,

And the world won't note his passing, though a soldier died today.

When politicians leave this earth, their bodies lie in state,

While thousands note their passing and proclaim that they were great.
Papers tell their whole life stories, from the time that they were young,
But the passing of a soldier goes unnoticed and unsung.

Is the greatest contribution to the welfare of our land

A guy who breaks his promises and cons his fellow man?

Or the ordinary fellow who, in times of war and strife,

Goes off to serve his Country and offers up his life?

A politician's stipend and the style in which he lives

Are sometimes disproportionate to the service that he gives.

While the ordinary soldier, who offered up his all,

Is paid off with a medal and perhaps, a pension small.

It's so easy to forget them for it was so long ago,

That the old Bills of our Country went to battle, but we know
It was not the politicians, with their compromise and ploys,
Who won for us the freedom that our Country now enjoys.
Should you find yourself in danger, with your enemies at hand,
Would you want a politician with his ever-shifting stand?

Or would you prefer a soldier, who has sworn to defend

His home, his kin and Country and would fight until the end?

He was just a common soldier and his ranks are growing thin,
But his presence should remind us we may need his like again.
For when countries are in conflict, then we find the soldier's part
Is to clean up all the troubles that the politicians start.

If we cannot do him honor while he's here to hear the praise,
Then at least let's give him homage at the

ending of his days. o * o &

Perhaps just a simple headline in a paper

that would say, THANK YOU

Our Country is in mourning, for a soldier

diod foday. VETERANS
=
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Hanging of the Greens

Once again, we will be celebrating our traditional Hanging of the Greens service. On Sunday,
December 7th at 7 pm, we will gather in the sanctuary to decorate the church for Christmas and

prepare ourselves for the spirit of the season.

As in the past, we will be supporting Bethany Children’s Home with gifts on this special evening.
Please see below for the list of needed and wanted items.

All are welcome to bring a gift for Bethany.

Bethany Wish List

Cottage Needs

* small bins with handles for toiletries

* bed pillows
« twin sheets

* twin zippered waterproof mattress pads

* bath & pool towels

» shower curtain liners and rings
* kitchen dish cloths/towels

* twin comforters

* 4-slice toasters

« flashlights & nightlights

* sketch books

* MP3 players

Teen Boys’ Clothing

mens’ sizes please

» sweatpants for men-sizes small-2XL

* underwear-boxer briefs

* socks-all types

* pajama pants-Sizes Small-2XL
* white t-shirts — all sizes

* gym shorts

* rubber-soled slippers or slides
* robes

* snow boots

Teen Girls’ Clothing

Juniors and misses sizes please
» sweatpants— small-2X

* panties — size 5,6,7 & 8

* sports bras/bralettes- Small-2XL
* socks-all types

* pajamas — all sizes

* bath robes

* tank tops

* slippers

* gym shorts

* snow boots

Recreation

* agility ladder

* basketballs (29.5-inch)

* kickballs & playground balls

* pickleball paddles & balls

* TRX Workout Band (Brand)

* 1.5-inch yoga mats

» meditation pillows

* black %4-inch buckles for paracord bracelets
* Lego sets

» Pony Beads

* Rexlace plastic lacing

» embroidery thread

*» Sculpey clay & Accessories/Tools — https://
www.sculpey.com/products/tools

* Nalgene water bottles

» storage bins

* *large Bluetooth speaker for outside use*
* larger easy-up tent

* Mechanic tool sets

« 2-stage locking carabiners

» 3-stage auto-locking carabiners

* teambuilding sports

* bookcases

Activity Items

« art & craft kits

* adult coloring books

* paint-by-number

« tie-dye kits (with white shirts and pillowcases)

» card stock

* paint brushes

* hand-held games
* board games

* scrapbook paper
* canvas boards

* yarn

* crochet & knitting needles

* colored pencils
* hardbound journals

Accessories

* umbrellas

« digital alarm clock with no radio

» washbaskets

* rain ponchos & boots
* wrapping paper

* gift bags

* tissue paper

* large storage containers


https://www.sculpey.com/products/tools
https://www.sculpey.com/products/tools
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Sewing Circle News

Harvest Home 2025 Highlights

)% ) The windows and chancel railing were decorated in the beautiful colors
7 of Fall. We began collecting for PACS and St. Mary's Shelter in Septem-
ber and delivered the items on October 20". This year we took 547
pounds of food, paper products, personal care products and cleaning
supplies to PACS. St. Mary's got the much needed lunch supplies, cere-
al and cleaning supplies that they requested. Both organizations were
/very grateful and quite happy for everything they received. The women
of the Sewing Circle, St. Mary's Shelter and PACS want to “Thank You”
for your overwhelming generosity.
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Pickering Valley Guild
Ingathering

The Pickering Valley Guild

5 Ingathering will be held here in
5 Fellowship Hall on November 1
If you have never been to this event please
3 come. It's a day you won't soon forget.

1 All we ask is that you bring a covered dish
to share with our guests.

lth.

Redner's Receipts
Supporting the Sewing Cir-
cleis as easy as 1, 2, 3.
Shop at Redner's, use your
bonus card when checking
out and bring your receipt to
church. We have containers
for the receipt's at each en-
trance of the church. You
can also mail them to the
church.

Church Windows

The Sewing Circle considers our church
one of our missions and like to do our part
to keep it clean and beautiful. This past
month we paid to have the windows of the
church cleaned. Take time to look outside
and see the lovely views.
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BIRTHDAYS
Kris Pool 11/1
Karen Wilson 112
Charles Stein 11/3
Cindy Zummo 11/5
Gwen Davidson 11/6
Patty Myers 11/6
Joyce Rosen 11/9
Kaitlyn Cook 11/10
Sally Mansmann 11/11
Cindy Warner 11/11
Alex Raichle 11/13
Alex Cavan 11/14
Pat Heckman 11/19
Jennifer Wachsmuth 11/19
Jeff Griffiths 11/20
Eric Johnson 11/22
Lisa Blue 11/23
Alec Myers 11/23
Cindy Cheney 11/24
Peter Wilson 11/24
Laura Hackman 11/26
Cole Nordhoff 11/26
Dick Sherman 11/28
Karl Schay 11/29

November
Wedding Anniversaries

Bob and Carole Frederick
Wayne and Gail Freese
Rich and Cherri Romano
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Blessing of the Hounds

On Thanksgiving morning, November 27th, at 9:30am, we will once
again gather in the field behind the church to celebrate the Blessing
of the Hounds. The Ardrossan Beagles will join us for the return of
this beloved service.

Following the Thanksgiving service, Pastor Doug will again enjoy
blessing pet dogs brought by their owners.

Baked goods and warm drinks will be offered to all the guests.

Be sure to let family members and friends know!
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LEAF MANIA

Join us on Saturday, November 22nd at 8:00 am for our
Annual Leaf Mania! This is always a fun time filled
with laughter and work, helping to make the church
grounds beautiful! Please bring anything of the follow-
ing you may have: Rakes,

tarps, or leaf blowers.

Thank you!

Advent

If you are interested in lighting our Advent Wreath
this season, please contact Pastor Doug. Sunday,
November 30 is the first Sunday in Advent.

Deeemver highlights

7th- Hanging of the Greens 7:00 pm
12th- Caroling 7:00 pm
24th- Christmas Eve Services

5:00 pm Family Service
9:00 pm Candlelight Service
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Church Staff

Rev. Douglas Hanson,
Pastor

Kat Bowman,

Director of Music and Organist
Jill Cook,

Church Secretary
Deborah Wetty,

Nursery Attendant
Debbie Wolk,
Bookkeeper

Herman Nieuwenhuizen
Cemetery Manager

Church Officers 2025
President of Congregation —
Mark Myers

Secretary of Congregation —
Kathleen Wachsmuth

President of Consistory —
Pete Warner

Secretary of Consistory —
Kathleen Wachsmuth

Elders

Deb Wetty- Chair

Kathleen Wachsmuth, Peter
Wilson

Deacons

Herman Nieuwenhuizen— Chair
Sarah Hackman

Pete Warner

Trustees

Dave Wise Jr.- Chair
Bob McClimon
Albert Wachsmuth
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Our Prayer List :

Please keep the following members and friends in your prayers:

Andrea Lafleur
Angie Schlessman
Ann Kieffer, cousin of Eric Johnson
Annette Noce, JoAnn Thomson’s mother
Austin Myers
Barbara Broyles, friend of the Wachsmuths
Barbara Shivers
Carol Meyer
Connie Hershey, friend of Micki and Alyssa Menkins
Charlie Fishman, Pete Warner’s Nephew and Godson
Charles and Virginia Garber
Danielle Smith, friend of Sara Hackman
David Richman, friend of Grace Merryman
Debbie Rittenhouse, mother-in-law of Mitchell Warner
Dr. Michael J. Ward
Ed McCarthy, friend of Sarah Hackman’s
Fred Schilling, husband of a friend of Kathy Krasley
Friends and family of Bill Cochran, friend of Fred and Maureen Wookey
Friends and family of Jason Cox, cousin of Kelly Martini
Gayanne Loring, sister of Dawna DeRosa
Gwen Davidson
Heidi Kieffer, daughter of Eric Johnson’s cousin
Jamie Glennon, friend of Eric Hanson
Jeff Johnson, Co-worker of Eric Johnson
Jennifer Osborne
Jessica G., friend of Grace Merryman
Jim Smith, Denise Harlow’s brother
John Pittock, friend of Grace Merryman
Karl Longenbach, friend of Deb Wetty
Kelly Maldonado friend of Maureen & Kenzie Wookey
Laura Dick
Laura S., friend of Grace Merryman
Linda Chernek, friend of Deb Wetty
Lisa, cousin of Eric Johnson
Mary Andersen, friend of the McCarthy
Richard, friend of Dee McClimon
Sally Kramer, Cherri Romano’s sister
Sandy Pereni, Joyce Rosen’s sister
Sharon Basile, Jennifer Basile’s mother-in-law
Sue and Jeff, Linda Johnson's sister and brother-in-law
Tara Cantello, friend of Denise Harlow
Tina Frick, friend of Sarah Hackman
Tracey Knox, cousin of Kathy Krasley
Travis McClimon
Virginia Lawrence



