Dear friends,
Our stewardship campaign theme for 2026 comes from a hymn by Bishop L,
Timothy Dudley-Smith and is inspired by the words of Mary in the first .
chapter of the Gospel of Luke. Here, this young mother who is carrying the
baby Jesus greets her cousin Elizabeth who is also pregnant with her own
child, John. Neither woman was expecting to be pregnant at their age, for
Mary was young and not married and Elizabeth was advanced in years and
thought to be barren, yet God does something amazing in both of their lives
and they know the world will never be the same.
Mary is inspired by the words of her ancestor Hannah, another woman who |
knew the injustice of her time and found hope in the gift of a child. Both
remind us the struggles against the dark forces of this world are ultimately
vanquished by our God’s enduring promises of compassion and mercy. The #
child they each carry is a reminder that God is engaged and present in the = g
wotld and always offering hope. The song reminds them and all who will
listen of the constant faithfulness of God. God’s love never ends! S :
Like Mary and Hannah, we too are called to bear God’s promises into the world. The Magnlﬁcat is a song
tor our parish as well. As the living Body of Christ we have come together to be a beacon of hope and a
reminder of God’s active love in the world. We do this by our dedication and engagement with Christian
Formation for all ages as we learn more and more about God. We strive to offer this in our worship and
music which are full of beauty. In our outreach beyond our walls, we show forth our faith, hope and love
by how we care for those who are in need, especially the poor and marginalized.
In a very real way, this annual report is our version of the Magnificat. Here we tell our stories of God’s
faithfulness to our parish, how we bear Christ’s love to each other, and what we have been able to accom-
plish through the Grace of the Holy Spirit.
As you look through this booklet, keep in mind the words of Bishop Dudley-Smith’s hymn. I hope you
will see and hear words that affirm your faith, inspire hope and draw you closer to God as you walk in |
ﬂ Chrlst s love. For Mary’s song does not belong just to her, or to Hannah It is our song too’ May we catty | ;

lege to join our voices together with Mary and Hannah as we give thanks for God’s constant Gracel!
Please keep me in your prayers and know that you are daily in mine.

¢'Rev. Jeffrey Austin Ross
. 51st Rector of St. Peter’s Church

P.S. Here’s the words of the hymn. As you continue to pray for our parish each day, maybe you can
recite/sing them in your own prayer time to rekindle hope and thanks!

Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord! Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his might!

4 Unnumbered blessings give my spirit voice; Powers and dominions lay their glory by
Tender to me the promise of his word; Proud hearts and stubborn wills are put to flight
In God my Savior shall my heart rejoice The hungry fed, the humble lifted high

Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his Name! Tell out, my soul, the glories of his word!
Make known his might, the deeds his arm has done;  Firm is his promise, and his mercy sure
P His mercy sure, from age to age to same; Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord
8 His holy Name--the Lord, the Mighty One To children's children and for evermore!




