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ISAIAH’S LIFE TIMELINE

-770-765 BC

-740 BC

-740-735 BC

Jotham ruled as co-regent
with Uzziah alone
Judah was relatively strong
but idolatry and social injustice

-735-715 BC

Advises Ahaz during

the Syro-Ephraimite War
(734-732.BC) when Israel
(Ephraim) and Aram (Syria)
attacked Judah (Isaiah 7)

—686 BC AND AFTER

POSSIBLE LATER LIFE
AND DEATH

¢

BIRTH OF ISAIAH

Born in Judah, possibly Jerusalem
Son of Amoz (lsaiah 1.1)
Contemporary withe prophets
Hosea and Micah

CALL TO PROPHETIC
MINISTRY

Receives his vision and call in
Isziah 6 ("in the year that King
Uzziah died") at end of his reign

MINISTRY UNDER
KING JOTHAM

Jotham ruled as co-regent with
Uzziah and then alone

Judah was relatively strong but
idolatry and social injustice grew

MINISTRY UNDER
KING AHAZ

Advises Hezekiah during Assyrian
invasion under Sennacherib (701
BC) (Isaiah 36-39) Prophesyzes
Jerusalem to delivachanh io ¢rhaz
ignored him

POSSIBLE LATER
LIFE AND DEATH
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ISAIAH 52:13-53:12 (K)V)

“Behold, my servant shall deal prudently, he shall be
exalted and extolled, and be very high. 14 As many
were astonied at thee; his visage was so marred more
than any man, and his form more than the sons of
men: 15 So shall he sprinkle many nations; the kings
shall shut their mouths at him: for that which had
not been told them shall they see; and that which
they had not heard shall they consider.

“Who hath believed our report? and to whom is the
arm of the Lord revealed? 2 For he shall grow up
before him as a tender plant, and as a root out of a
dry ground: he hath no form nor comeliness; and
when we shall see him, there is no beauty that we
should desire him. 3 He is despised and rejected of
men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief:
and we hid as it were our faces from him; he was
despised, and we esteemed him not. 4 Surely he
hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet
we did esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and
afflicted. 5 But he was wounded for our
transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the
chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with
his stripes we are healed. 6 All we like sheep have

gone astray; we have turned every one to his own



way; and the Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of us
all. 7 He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he
opened not his mouth: he is brought as a lamb to
the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is
dumb, so he openeth not his mouth. 8 He was taken
from prison and from judgment: and who shall
declare his generation? for he was cut off out of the
land of the living: for the transgression of my people
was he stricken. 9 And he made his grave with the
wicked, and with the rich in his death; because he
had done no violence, neither was any deceit in his
mouth. 10 Yet it pleased the Lord to bruise him; he
hath put him to grief: when thou shalt make his soul
an offering for sin, he shall see his seed, he shall
prolong his days, and the pleasure of the Lord shall
prosper in his hand. 11 He shall see of the travail of
his soul, and shall be satisfied: by his knowledge
shall my righteous servant justify many; for he shall
bear their iniquities. 12 Therefore will | divide him
a portion with the great, and he shall divide the spoil
with the strong; because he hath poured out his soul
unto death: and he was numbered with the
transgressors; and he bare the sin of many, and made

intercession for the transgressors.”



lo0|Jthe suffering servant



INTRODUCTION TO
ISAIAH AND ISAIAH 53

passage we are going to look at
I H E in this book is Isaiah 53. Isaiah is
counted in the Major Prophets of

the Old Testament. Isaiah has 66 chapters, 1,292

verses, and 37,044 words.

Isaiah (eye-zay-ah) is a prophet we find in the Old
Testament in the Bible. His name means “YHWH is
salvation” so his name is solid for a prophet! His
father’'s name was Amoz (lsaiah 1:1), but little is
known about him. Most scholars, as far as | can tell,
consider Amoz to be of noble background so Isaiah is
related to the family of David.

Isaiah lived in the city of Jerusalem which was the
capital of Judah. The first verse of the Book of Isaiah
tells us that his ministry was during the reigns of
Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah
(Isaiah 1:1) around the years 740-700 BC.

That means Isaiah lived about 300 years after King
David and 700 years before Jesus Christ. This is the
same time as Tiglath Pileser Il (Pul) of Assyria and
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the founding of Syracuse in Italy (not the university
in New York). This is the time when Assyria and
Babylon were beginning their struggles for power on
the world stage. Also, as | did some digging, Romulus

reigns in what would become his namesake... Rome.

The Prophet Isaiah’s ministry was a calling to speak
God’s messages to Judah and surrounding nations. He
predicted, rebuked, ordained, preached, healed,
educated, and taught for his ministry like all the other
prophets. He was a guide at the highest levels of

government in Judah.

He focused on God’s holiness and judgment.
He called many to repentance.

He spoke of future hope of the Messiah.

He wanted the remnant to remain faithful.

Be prepared for comfort and restoration after exile.

Isaiah wrote out his prophecies in poetry and prose
(which makes me think of songs) as well as ‘normal’
addresses. There are also historical narratives
(especially about Hezekiah), and visions of future
redemption.



| feel like Isaiah 6 records for us Isaiah’s very dramatic
call to ministry. He has a vision. A vision that sticks
with him for his lifetime. Isaiah 6 describes his
dramatic call where he sees YHWH God “high and
lifted up” with seraphim. He personally and
specifically was purified to speak for God.

The Bible does not record his death.

Jewish tradition (Talmud and other sources) suggest
he was martyred by being sawn in two under King
Manasseh. This is often affirmed by the reference in

Hebrews 11:37 to just such an activity.

We are only going to Look at Isaiah 53... so 1 chapter,

12 verses, 406 words.

Believe it or not, in some circles, Isaiah 53 is a
chapter that has some controversy to it... or | should
say... some alleged controversy. | found
contradictory statements all around Isaiah 53.

One author states: “Often called the ‘Forbidden
Chapter,’ Isaiah 53 is a significant source of
controversy. Not just between Judaism and
Christianity, but even within Judaism itself. Up until
Christ came, the Jewish sages and rabbis roundly
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agreed that Isaiah 53 was a prophecy about the
Messiah. But once the Christian Gospel started to
spread, this chapter in Isaiah began to cause problems
within Judaism because of its overt resemblance to
the life and work of Jesus as the Messiah. According
to Eitan Bar, a native Jewish-Israeli scholar: ‘The 17th-
century Jewish historian, Raphael Levi, admitted that
long ago the rabbis used to readlsaiah 53 in
synagogues, but after the chapter caused “arguments
and great confusion” the rabbis decided that the
simplest thing would be to just take that prophecy
out of the Haftarahl readings in synagogues. That's
why today when we read Isaiah 52, we stop in the
middle of the chapter, and the week after, we jump
straight to Isaiah 54."

Honestly, that sounds awfully convenient so | did

some digging the other way.

In an article from Jews for Judaism, they state: “No
rabbinic edicts exist that prohibit Jews from reading
any portion of the Jewish Bible. On the contrary, the
Jewish Bible, including the Book of Isaiah, is accessible
to anyone who wants to read it... If there is a

! rlsolberg.com/isaiah-53/



conspiracy, it is by [Christian] missionaries. They hide
the plain and obvious meaning of Isaiah 53 by reading
it out of context and mistranslating crucial words to
fit Jesus into the chapter.”?

If you are following, | found two different sources
that contradict one another about Isaiah 53.

In addition to this, | once read a biography about
Richard Wurmbrand. Richard Wurmbrand, was a
Romanian Evangelical Lutheran priest of Jewish
descent who ministered in the 1940s. Wurmbrand
preached at bomb shelters and rescued Jews during
World War Il and spent significant time in prison and
was severely severely tortured by the Nazis. In
describing how he came to believe that Jesus was the
Messiah... for he was Jewish in religion and culture...
he stated that rabbis told him to stop reading Isaiah
53 and asking questions about it because “that
passage is only for rabbis.” Isaiah 53 was one major

influence on him becoming a believer in Jesus.?

2 jewsforjudaism.org/knowledge/ articles/debunking-
the-isaiah-53-forbidden-chapter-conspiracy

3 Richard Wurmbrand: Love Your Enemies,” ] & G
Benge, YWAM, 2017
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The truth is probably somewhere in the middle.

There must be some good stuff in Isaiah 53 if it has
some debate about it and an unofficial nickname! And
by “stuff” | mean teaching, reproof, correction, and
training in  righteousness (2 Timothy 3:16)
because Isaiah 53 is God’s Word.

In this book, we are going to dig into Isaiah 53.



GAldy

‘ THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO
THORNS

week when | mow my
yard | come around a
E V E R Yparticular large bush that
was planted around my
propane tank | just get shredded on whatever arm

and leg that happens to be on the inside as | try to

mow around it.

The bush has thorns. The rose bushes that | have
planted in the front of my house that survived from
last year all have thorns on them. The main
character’s name in a fictional series | am reading
right now is named “Thorn.” | have thorns on the

brain.

| want you to have thorns on the brain in the
background as you read this book.

Sticking.

Hurtful.

Blood causing.

Quch.
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THORNS

Thorns are a stiff, sharp-pointed projection from the
stem or other part of a plant. When | think of thorns,
| think of them all down the stalk of a plant. When
we think of thorns we think of other words like sharp,
spiky, prickles, barbs, bristles, spine... and other
pointy-type words.

Believe it or not, thorns appear very early in the
Bible. Thorns are specifically used by God to
illustrate, among some other truths, how the world
changed because of sin. God outlines some of these

changes in Genesis 3.

GENESIS 3:14-19 (ESV) says, “The Lord God said to
the serpent, “Because you have done this, cursed are
you above all livestock and above all beasts of the
field; on your belly you shall go, and dust you shall
eat all the days of your life. 15 | will put enmity
between you and the woman, and between your
offspring and her offspring; he shall bruise your head,
and you shall bruise his heel.” 16 To the woman he
said, “l will surely multiply your pain in childbearing;

in pain you shall bring forth children. Your desire



shall be contrary to your husband, but he shall rule
over you.” 17 And to Adam he said, “Because you
have listened to the voice of your wife and have
eaten of the tree of which | commanded you, ‘You
shall not eat of it,” cursed is the ground because of
you; in pain you shall eat of it all the days of your
life; 18 thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for
you; and you shall eat the plants of the field. 19 By
the sweat of your face you shall eat bread, till you
return to the ground, for out of it you were taken;

for you are dust, and to dust you shall return.”

YHWH God outlines some of the impact that sin
makes on the serpent, women, men, and all of
Creation. We see right away in Genesis 3 that
everything God created was and is impacted by the
presence of sin. If you aren’t sure what the word
“sin” means, “sin” is anything opposite of what God
wants for us and against His divine design. Sin is
missing the mark. Sin is failing to be whole and holy
as defined by God. Interestingly, Genesis 3:18 points
out that one of the results of sin is that plants will
have thorns. | personally feel like thorns did not
exist before Adam and Eve sinned because God
specifically mentions them as a result of sin.
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What does that mean? Every time | get too close on
the mower when | circle the bush in my yard and get
scraped and draw blood, is a result of sin. | might
also sin every so often in what comes out of my
mouth as the thorns rake down my arms, but that is
probably a different book altogether.

Interestingly, in Exodus 3, as God speaks to Moses
from a bush on Mount Sinai, the specific Hebrew word
that is used for the bush that is on fire but is not
consumed... is thorn bush. That is a minor use of the
word “thorn” in the Bible as clearly Moses is just
describing the kind of bush from which the Almighty
God of the Universe spoke to him. It is still

interesting.

THORNS

The words thorn and thorns is used 53 times in the
Bible. 38x in the Old Testament and 15x in the New

Testament.

The next major use of “thorns” in the Bible in my
opinion comes in the Book of Numbers in the Old



Testament and shares with us something very

significant.

NUMBERS 33:50-56 (ESV) states, “And the Lord spoke
to Moses in the plains of Moab by the Jordan at
Jericho, saying, 51 “Speak to the people of Israel and
say to them, When you pass over the Jordan into the
land of Canaan, 52 then you shall drive out all the
inhabitants of the land from before you and destroy
all their figured stones and destroy all their metal
images and demolish all their high places. 53 And
you shall take possession of the land and settle in
it, for | have given the land to you to possess it. 54
You shall inherit the land by lot according to your
clans. To a large tribe you shall give a large
inheritance, and to a small tribe you shall give a
small inheritance. Wherever the lot falls for anyone,
that shall be his. According to the tribes of your
fathers you shall inherit. 55 But if you do not drive
out the inhabitants of the land from before you,
then those of them whom you let remain shall be as
barbs in your eyes and thorns in your sides, and they
shall trouble you in the land where you dwell. 56 And
| will do to you as | thought to do to them.”

The commands that the Lord gives the people of

Israel is expressed in some very intense verbs: “drive
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out” (verse 52), “destroy” (verse 52), “demolish”
(verse 53), “take possession” (verse 53), “settle”
(verse 53), and “inherit” (verse 54). None of these
words are passive as God describes the blessing of
the land He has given to the descendants of Abraham.
The intense command is followed by an even more

intense... intenser... more intenser... warning.

The warning in verses 55-56 includes the words
“barb” and “thorn.” Now, those are not people's
names, but rather a reference to the spiky type
plants we have already been discussing. If the people
of God disobeyed the Lord, the people who remain
would be like “barbs” in their eyes and “thorns” in
their sides. | can hardly imagine what it would be like
to have a barb or thorn in my eye. | am going to just

say “no thank you” to that.

Please notice that in Genesis 3 the thorn was the
direct result of sin.

Please notice that in Numbers 33, the thorn was used
as a metaphor for how life would go if the people of
Israel left idol worshipping folks among them and did
not follow God.



This same metaphor is also repeated by Joshua in
Joshua 23 when he says the same truth to the next
generation of Israelites. Basically, thorns are an
actual result of sin and become a symbol of sin.

THORNS

Did you know that the dendrocnide moroides,
commonly known in Australia as the stinging tree,
stinging bush, or gympie-gympie, found in rainforest
areas of Malaysia and Australia is notorious for its
extremely painful and long-lasting sting and is

considered to be the worst thorn in the world?

| also did some digging and found out that aside from
cactussesses one of the largest prickly plants in the
world is the thorny acacia tree. This hardy tree has
branches studded with menacing, needle-sharp spikes
that hide among the leaves and hurt those mowing
nearby at 1.5 inches long.

Interestingly, there is a parable in Judges 9 in which
the evil leader in the parable is a bramble bush which
leads the trees away from honoring God and leads
the trees into ruin. The speaker of the parable, the
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son of Gideon, uses brambles, thorns, and prickly
bushes to make a point about an evil ruler.

The next major passage that uses thorns echoes
passages like 2 Samuel 23 which says thorns are like
worthless men “that are thrown away” and Proverbs
15:19 which calls laziness a “hedge of thorns.” The
overall use of thorns in the Bible is when something
is no good, terrible, lazy, worthless, and even evil;

again, it is a symbol of sin.

Micah 7 is no different. The Prophet Micah uses
thorns to talk about those who wait to shed blood,
hands that do evil, and people who ask and take
bribes. Again, thorns are used to help us understand
how terrible these actions and way of living is... how
serious the sin is in the lives of people who act in this

way.

MICAH 7:2-4 (ESV) prophesies, “The godly has
perished from the earth, and there is no one upright
among mankind; they all lie in wait for blood, and
each hunts the other with a net. 3 Their hands are
on what is evil, to do it well; the prince and the judge

ask for a bribe, and the great man utters the evil



desire of his soul; thus they weave it together. 4 The
best of them is like a brier, the most upright of them
a thorn hedge. The day of your watchmen, of your
punishment, has come; now their confusion is at
hand.”

THORNS

You might be wondering what the purpose of a thorn

might be?

Thorns hurt.
That’s pretty much it.

Roses have thorns to protect their beautiful flowers.
Acacia trees have long barbs to keep animals like
giraffes from eating all the leaves. Cacti have spines
to keep animals from eating them and getting at the
water inside. People have thorns so we don’t talk to

them.

The purpose of a thorn is to hurt.

We see that very purpose in a parable that Jesus
teaches in Matthew 13. MATTHEW 13:1-9 (ESV)
relates the words of Jesus, “That same day Jesus

went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2 And
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great crowds gathered about Him, so that He got into
a boat and sat down. And the whole crowd stood on
the beach. 3 And He told them many things in
parables, saying: “A sower went out to sow. 4 And as
he sowed, some seeds fell along the path, and the
birds came and devoured them. 5 Other seeds fell on
rocky ground, where they did not have much soil,
and immediately they sprang up, since they had no
depth of soil, 6 but when the sun rose they were
scorched. And since they had no root, they withered
away. 7 Other seeds fell among thorns, and the
thorns grew up and choked them. 8 Other seeds fell
on good soil and produced grain, some a hundredfold,
some sixty, some thirty. 9 He who has ears, let him

hear.”

The Parable of the Sower is a dynamic parable with
great meaning, but we are not so much interested in
the overall parable today, but rather how thorns are
used in His parable. In Jesus’ spiritual lesson, the
thorns represent (verse 22) the values of the world
opposite of God and the desire for riches. The thorns
make the seed unfruitful. The evil chokes out the
purpose of God for a person. Jesus uses thorns as a



direct metaphor in His parable teaching us about the
Gospel.

That leads us to the point that | want you to have in
the back of your mind as you read these chapters
about Isaiah 53. You see, Isaiah 53 is indeed about
Jesus Christ and about the suffering He would endure
as the Messiah.

Thorns are a symbol of His suffering.

They aren’t the only symbol, but are a powerful
metaphor for what Jesus Christ endured for the

salvation of the human soul.

| want you to read over some passages from the
Gospels that parallel each other and | want you to

notice what is present:

MATTHEW 27:27-31 (ESV)

“Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into
the governor's headquarters, and they gathered the
whole battalion before Him. 28 And they stripped
Him and put a scarlet robe on Him, 29 and twisting
together a crown of thorns, they put it on His head
and put a reed in His right hand. And kneeling before
Him, they mocked Him, saying, “Hail, King of the
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Jews!” 30 And they spit on Him and took the reed
and struck Him on the head. 31 And when they had
mocked Him, they stripped Him of the robe and put
His own clothes on Him and led Him away to crucify

Him."”

MARK 15:17-19 (ESV)

“And they clothed Him in a purple cloak, and
twisting together a crown of thorns, they put it on
Him. 18 And they began to salute Him, “Hail, King of
the Jews!” 19 And they were striking His head with
a reed and spitting on Him and kneeling down in

homage to Him.”

JOHN 19:1-6 (ESV)

“Then Pilate took Jesus and flogged Him. 2 And the
soldiers twisted together a crown of thorns and put
it on His head and arrayed Him in a purple robe. 3
They came up to Him, saying, ‘“Hail, King of the
Jews!” and struck Him with their hands. 4 Pilate went
out again and said to them, “See, | am bringing Him
out to you that you may know that | find no guilt in
Him.” 5 So Jesus came out, wearing the crown of
thorns and the purple robe. Pilate said to them,
“Behold the Man!” 6 When the chief priests and the



officers saw Him, they cried out, “Crucify Him,
crucify Him!” Pilate said to them, “Take Him

yourselves and crucify Him, for | find no guilt in Him.”

THORNS: TWO TRUTHS AND A MEANING

We should notice two truths that lead us to profound
meaning. We should notice two truths as we read
about the soldiers putting a crown of thorns on the
head of Jesus and then beating those thorns more

into His skull.

First, the truth is that Jesus was innocent. Jesus is
about to die the death of a criminal and yet the judge
declared Him not guilty. In Matthew 27:4 Jesus is
declared “innocent” by the man who betrayed Him
and in Matthew 27:24 “innocent” by the man who
judged His trial and in Luke 23:47 “innocent” by the
soldier who watched Him die. Jesus was completely
innocent of any criminal, societal, religious, civil, or

moral breaking of law.

Second, because the way that thorns are used in the
entire Bible: from Genesis, Numbers, Joshua, Judges,
2 Samuel, Proverbs, Micah, and even the teaching of
Jesus Himself; the thorn is a symbol of sinfulness. A
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briar or barb is a metaphor for the pain and anguish
of living opposite of God’s desire for us. The pressing
of the crown of thorns on the head of Jesus was a
way of physically stating that He is taking on sin.
Because He had no sin of His own, the sin He is taking
on is the sin of others. All others. Everyone else’s
sin. My waywardness. You're missing the mark. He

took it all on Himself and yet He was innocent.

The Bible tells us in ISAIAH 53:4-5 (a little preview)
“Surely He has borne our griefs and carried our
sorrows; yet we esteemed Him stricken, smitten by
God, and afflicted. 5 But He was pierced for our
transgressions; He was crushed for our iniquities;
upon Him was the chastisement that brought us

peace, and with His wounds we are healed” (ESV).

ROMANS 3:23-25a (ESV) also teaches, “For all have
sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 and are
justified by His grace as a gift, through the
redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25 Whom God put
forward as a propitiation by His blood, to be received
by faith.”



Still again the Apostle Paul says in 2 CORINTHIANS
5:21 (ESV): “For our sake He made Him to be sin Who
knew no sin, so that in Him we might become the

righteousness of God.”

The same inspired author again says in GALATIANS
3:13 (ESV): “Christ redeemed us from the curse of the
law by becoming a curse for us—for it is written,

“Cursed is everyone who is hanged on a tree.”

The profound meaning we find in looking at thorns is
that the crown of thorns that was thrust upon Jesus’
head was a deliberate symbol of Him taking on our
sin. Innocent Jesus Christ took on our sin onto
Himself and paid for it. It’s all right there in the
thorns.

| also could not help but notice that all three Gospels
call what was forced upon Jesus’ head a “crown” of
thorns. Why use that word “crown?” Matthew, Mark,
and John all use the word “crown.” Crowns have deep
and varied meanings, depending on culture and
context. As | looked at all the various meanings, |
actually thought that all of them applied to Jesus.
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THORNS: A CROWN OF THORNS

A crown can mean “authority and kingship.” The
most common meaning across history and across
cultures is that a crown symbolized rulership,
kingship, or queenship. It marked who had the right
to govern and indicated divine appointment or favor.
That is absolutely true for Jesus. The “crown of
thorns” makes Him the King of Kings for the sinners.
The “crown of thorns” makes Him the Ruler of those

who profess faith in Him.

Question: Is He your king?

A crown can also mean “victory and achievement.”
In ancient Greece and Rome, victors of athletic games
like the Olympics and gyro eating contests received
wreath crowns, often of olive, laurel, or ivy. These
types of crowns were for honor, glory, and
excellence. This is absolutely true for Jesus. The
“crown of thorns” marks Him as the victor over sin
and death. The “crown of thorns” shows that in the
race for the human soul, Jesus crosses the finish line

first.



Question: Are you still fighting for your soul?

A crown often means “divine favor or a sacred role”
in some cultures as some crowns denoted priestly or
sacred status. Even in the Old Testament, the High
Priest in Israel wore a gold plate inscribed “Holy to
the Lord” (Exodus 28:36-38) fastened on their head.
This is absolutely true for Jesus. The “crown of
thorns” shows us that Jesus is the Great High Priest
in Hebrews. It is a statement of Jesus’ role as the
sacrifice for our sins and even the One doing the

sacrificing.

Question: Do you believe that Jesus sacrificed Himself

for you?

A crown in some cultures around the world has meant
“life, fertility, and honor.” Some crowns made of
plants (laurel, oak, olive) often symbolized life,
victory, peace, or fertility. For example, brides in
some cultures wore wreath crowns representing
purity and blessing and a look forward to life to come.
This is absolutely true for Jesus. The “crown of
thorns” shows us that life, honor, victory, and peace
come through Jesus Christ. He offers us not just life,

but eternal life and eternal blessing and eternal

purity.
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Question: Do you believe that by confessing Jesus you

will have life in His Name?

As Jesus was heading to the cross, the Roman
soldiers attempted to make fun of Jesus.

They hit Him.

They spit on Him.

They dressed Him up and beat Him mercilessly.

In the midst of all of the flogging and beatings and
mocking, the Romans placed a “crown of thorns” on
the head of Jesus. Jesus would say later (Luke 23:34)
that they did not know what they were doing. They
did not realize that by shoving the painful thorns on
the head of Jesus of Nazareth, they were closing a

circle of meaning that began in the Garden of Eden.

The Gospel According to Thorns means that Jesus
took on Himself all that was broken in humanity and
in the world and paid for sin. That's it. That is the
Gospel. That is what the crown of thorns means. The

cross is a symbol of salvation. Hammer and nails can



be a symbol of salvation. An empty tomb can be a
symbol of salvation. So too... is the crown of thorns
a symbol of the salvation paid for us by Jesus Christ
the Son of God.

How does this connect to Isaiah 537

Isaiah 53 is all about the suffering the Messiah would
endure for you and for me. Thorns are a symbol of
that suffering and more importantly... the meaning
behind the suffering!
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CHAPTER ONE:
AN ORDINARY SAVIOR

each chapter, we will focus on just a few
verses. When | personally study verse by
verse, | like to look at several English
translations so that | get a full view of what
the verses are saying.

So, as we begin, we will read verses 1-2 from the ESV
and the MSG:

ISAIAH 53:1-2 (ESV)

“Who has believed what he has heard from us? And
to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed? 2
For He grew up before Him like a young plant, and
like a root out of dry ground; He had no form or
majesty that we should look at Him, and no beauty

that we should desire Him.”

ISAIAH 53:1-2 (MSG)

“Who believes what we’ve heard and seen? Who
would have thought God’s saving power would look
like this? 2 The Servant grew up before God—a

scrawny seedling, a scrubby plant in a parched field.



38|the suffering servant

There was nothing attractive about Him, nothing to

cause us to take a second look.”

VERSE 1: ARM OF GOD

Verse 1 in Isaiah 53 introduces us to the idea of “the
arm of the Lord.” Actually, Isaiah 53 continues the
conversation about the “arm of the Lord” because as
you will see in a moment, this is one of 9 passages
(30:32, 33:2, 40:10-11, 48:14, 51:5, 52:10, 59:15b-16,
63:7-14) in Isaiah that talks about “the arm of the
Lord.” Immediately we should wonder what Isaiah is
talking about with this metaphor because the verse
is 1 a question and 2 is talking about revealing

something. What is God’s arm revealing?

What is God’s arm holding or upholding?

What is the action of the arm of the Lord?

Isaiah uses the imagery of the “arm of the Lord”
often (in 9 different chapters/passages). We will not
go through them all, but how else does Isaiah talk
about the “arm of the Lord” and with what is His arm

associated?



ISAIAH 33:2 (ESV)

“O Lord, be gracious to us; we wait for You. Be our
arm every morning, our salvation in the time of
trouble.”

His arm is associated with salvation.

ISAIAH 40:10-11 (ESV)

“Behold, the Lord God comes with might, and His arm
rules for Him; behold, His reward is with Him, and His
recompense before Him. He will tend His flock like a
shepherd; He will gather the lambs in His arms; He
will carry them in His bosom, and gently lead those
that are with young.”

His arm is associated with might, rule, reward,

tending, gathering, leading... salvation.

ISAIAH 51:5 (ESV)

“My righteousness draws near, My salvation has gone
out, and My arms will judge the peoples; the
coastlands hope for Me, and for My arm they wait.”
His arm is associated with righteousness, salvation,
and judgment.

ISAIAH 52:10 (ESV)
“The Lord has bared His holy arm before the eyes of
all the nations, and all the ends of the earth shall

see the salvation of our God.”
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His arm is associated with salvation.

Over and over again when Isaiah thinks about justice
and judgment and ultimately the salvation that God
provides... he thinks about the strong arm of God
making it happen. God fights for His people with a
mighty arm. God judges and defends and delivers with
His mighty arm. God brings salvation with His holy

arm.

The overall topic of Isaiah 53 is salvation.

The questions that Isaiah 53 answers are all about
salvation. The teaching in Isaiah 53 is about salvation.
The reproof and correction given in Isaiah 53 leads us
to salvation. The training in righteousness in Isaiah
53 leads trains us to grow up in our salvation (1 Peter
2:2).

This is why when we read the MSG translation it talks
about “God’s saving power.” His arm is associated

with salvation.

The first part of the first two verses in Isaiah 53 talks

about salvation and lets us know that the context and



framework and the overall emphasis of the chapter
will be about salvation. The second part of these two
verses gives us a little bit of a surprise. It is a

theologically significant surprise, but a welcome one.

VERSE 2: ORDINARY

Whenever | think about heroes or deliverers of the
innocent or conquering generals, | think my idea is
probably swayed by Hollywood and TV (as are most
of us probably).

The stereotypical hero often has a distinctive visual
appearance that reinforces their larger-than-life

persona and helps them win the day.

Most heroes have a “heroic build” which is called that
meaning a strong athletic physique. This means big

muscles.

There is also a recognizable costume worn that are
usually unique that include capes, armor, or
distinctive colors and symbols that make them easily
recognizable. There is also almost always a symbol
of some Kkind which represents their values or

mission.



42|the suffering servant

In addition to this, heroes and the defenders of the
people also often have distinctive accessories like a
sword, shield, or other gadgets that are central to
their identity and role and round out the impression
they make.

Heroes also have a posture and demeanor typically
exude confidence and authority which is why Clark
Kent stumbles and acts like a klutz or Bruce Wayne

acts like a spoiled rich man.

We expect heroes to stand tall and carry themselves
with a sense of purpose and determination. Heroes
and even portraits of generals and politicians always
appear well-groomed and put-together with their
appearance reflecting the status they want to
portray and their confidence. This might mean
immaculate hair, a polished look, or a uniform with

many medals.

Most heroes (especially leading men) have chiseled or
striking facial features, which can enhance their visual
appeal and make them stand out. This can include a

strong jawline and an intense gaze that melts not



only the resolve of evildoers, but also the hearts of
any damsels in distress.

When you see someone with a muscle-y physique
with striking facial features in a recognizable costume
with a symbol and they bear that quintessential
weapon or gadget, you know you are looking at a
hero. These visual cues help establish the hero's
identity and make them memorable to audiences and
fans. That is how Hollywood trains us to recognize

heroes.

Now, we know that Hollywood’s view of heroes is not
real, but the fake-and-made-up vision of a hero or
deliverer or conqueror still influences us. That is why
even in TV shows and movies or even whole TV

series have “ordinary heroes.”*

For example, the TV show “Dirty Jobs” is all about
what happens behind the scenes to keep modern
society functioning as well as it does by those who
should be heroes because of their terrible jobs.

* The following four examples are from
tvtropes.org/pmwiki/mwiki.php/Main/TheRealHeroes
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In comedy, we are shown there are ordinary heroes.
For example: Dwight Schrute on The Office (US) says:
"No, don't call me a hero. Do you know who the real
heroes are? The guys who wake up every morning
and go into their normal jobs and get a distress call
from the commissioner and take off their glasses and
change into capes and fly around, fighting crime.

Those are the real heroes."

In comedy, we are shown there are ordinary heroes.
For example: Saturday Night Live featured a real-life
tearjerker moment where the first episode after 9/11
had New York Mayor Rudy Giuliani introduce actual
9/11 responders to the audience in the Cold Open.
Talking with Lorne Michaels, Michaels asked if they
(after an event like this) can be funny. Giuliani replied
"Why start now?" to a standing ovation. In a
retrospect Tracy Morgan said he greeted the
responders and patted one on the shoulder, seeing
dust fly off; they literally came from the field.

In drama shows, we are shown there are ordinary
heroes. For example: in Smallville, at the end of the
episode "Visage", Clark Kent and his parents learn
that Whitney Fordman, a US Marine and Clark's rival



in school, was Kkilled in action trying to save a fellow
soldier. While grieving for him, Clark wonders aloud
whether, if he didn't have his powers, he would have
had Whitney's courage to put himself in harm’s way
to make the world a better place.

We know that Hollywood’s view of heroes is not real,
but the fake-and-made-up vision of a hero or

deliverer or conqueror still influences us.

To be honest, even before movies and TV, statues
and paintings, oral stories, and epic poems portrayed
heroes in larger-than-life ways across time and
across cultures. It is just the way we think. It is what
we expect. Deliverers and those who bring salvation
are taller, bigger, stronger, smarter, richer, cleaner,

faster, and better.

But!
Not!
Always!

Isaiah 53 shares with us that the One that would bring
us salvation from God was Someone ordinary and not
flashy and not taller, bigger, stronger, smarter,
richer, cleaner, faster... but Someone Who had
““nothing to cause us to take a second Look.”
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Salvation from God or the One Who would act as the
Arm of God came from “no form or majesty that we
should look at Him, and no beauty that we should

desire Him.”

You know Who fits the description of an Ordinary
Hero that is the Arm of God that brings about
salvation? Jesus of Nazareth that we believe was the
Christ.

It wasn’t a trick question.

Jesus had ordinary beginnings and, in many ways, an
ordinary life. He was born. No matter what a
Christmas carol might tell you... He cried. He was
born into a carpenter's family where they worked for
a living. Jesus was not an only child, but had siblings
and grew up not as an only child, but One among
many because Joseph and Mary had other children
after Jesus' birth. At the age of 12 years, Jesus went
missing while traveling with His family. Jesus got
angry, hungry, thirsty, tempted by pride, and
everything else we get tempted by. Jesus had issues
with religious leaders and in the end almost all His
friends left Him in His time of need.



Although we have a lot of paintings in museums and
churches that paint Jesus as a tall white Scandinavian
guy with piercing blue eyes with perfect skin and a
beard, Jesus was actually Jewish and would have been
a guy with dark olive skin and shaggy dark hair and

bore marks of human living.

Therefore, His appearance looked drastically
different than what we often imagine because He

looked like everyone else!

Now, | don’t want you to think that there is nothing
special or heroic or exceptional about Jesus of
Nazareth because that would be incorrect. Jesus of
Nazareth was the Son of God. The Book of Hebrews
has much to say about Jesus’ exceptional ordinary

saving nature!

HEBREWS 4:14-16 (ESV) shares with us: “Since then
we have a great High Priest Who has passed through
the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast
our confession. 15 For we do not have a High Priest
who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses,
but One Who in every respect has been tempted as
we are, yet without sin. 16 Let us then with

confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we
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may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of

need.”

One chapter later, HEBREWS 5:7-8 (ESV) says: “In the
days of His flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and
supplications, with loud cries and tears, to Him Who
was able to save Him from death, and He was heard
because of His reverence. 8 Although He was a Son,
He learned obedience through what He suffered. 9
And being made perfect, He became the Source of

eternal salvation to all who obey Him...”

The Book of Hebrews shares with us that Jesus lived
His life in weakness and in an ordinary manner being
tempted and living life so that you and | could receive
salvation. This is an important thought that actually

has a lot of tension in it:

Jesus was...
... an ordinary human being so He could save us.
... the divine Son of God so He could save us.

Isaiah 53 is a chapter all about God’s “Suffering
Servant.” In verses 1-2, the Prophet Isaiah reveals to



us that this ordinary looking servant is the arm of the
Lord that will bring salvation.

Praise God for His plan for Jesus to come save us!
Praise God for the Arm of God that brings salvation!
Praise God that Jesus can fully identify with us!

Isaiah 53 mentions that Jesus had “no beauty that we
should desire Him.” Maybe you are reading this and
you have never thought much about religion or God
or Jesus or the Bible. Maybe it has never had any

appeal to you or seemed like a big deal.

| want to challenge you today to give Jesus a second
look with an open mind and an open heart and | know

you will find Him more than an ordinary savior.

ISAIAH 53:1-2 (ESV) shares with us on purpose: “Who
has believed what he has heard from us? And to
whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed? 2 For
He grew up before Him like a young plant, and like a
root out of dry ground; He had no form or majesty
that we should look at Him, and no beauty that we

should desire Him.”
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