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PLANT NOT PLASTIC CAMPAIGN BUILDS MOMENTUM WITH NEW RESEARCH
AND CONSUMER EDUCATION PUSH

Plant Not Plastic is continuing to build momentum with its “Pollution Made Personal” social media
consumer awareness campaign, which connects the clothes people wear and the textiles they use
every day to the growing issue of microplastic pollution. The campaign’s animations, hosted on
www.plantnotplastic.org, are designed to make the issue simple, visual and personal, helping
consumers understand how fiber choices can contribute to microplastic pollution and why natural
fibers like cotton matter.

The work is grounded in research showing that synthetic textiles account for 35% of primary
microplastic pollution worldwide. Through the “What You Wear Matters” message, Plant Not Plastic
is encouraging people to take a closer look at what is in their closets, check labels before they buy
and consider how everyday apparel decisions can make a difference.
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For the remainder of the year, the campaign will continue to build awareness through deeper
education and conversation. As families move through the back-to-school season, social content will
reach parents at a time when shopping decisions are top of mind, reinforcing the importance of
checking labels and understanding the materials used in clothing and household items.

This fall, Plant Not Plastic also plans to reveal new data from research on microplastics shedding
from synthetic textiles in what people wear. The research will give the campaign a fresh and timely
proof point, strengthening our ability to educate consumers, engage partners and elevate cotton’s
role as a natural choice in the broader conversation about microplastic pollution.

To bring that story to a wider audience, the team will pitch media and podcasts while continuing to
drive discussion across social channels. Grassroots efforts will extend the message into cotton-
growing communities through Plant Not Plastic branded module trucks and field signs, creating
visibility from digital platforms to the field and keeping cotton at the center of a cleaner, more
informed consumer story.

This Month's Newsletter Sponsor is Farm INC & AMS.
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ARIZONA STUDENTS TAKE PLANT NOT PLASTIC
TO NATIONALS

Two Arizona FFA members are taking an important conversation
about natural fibers and synthetic materials to the national stage.
Celine Barcenas and Kinsley Rovey, representing Buckeye FFA,
have been named national qualifiers in the National FFA
Agriscience Fair, earning a spot among the Top 10 projects in the
nation. Their project, “Protecting Agriculturists: How Does Cotton
Compare to Polyester When Protecting_From UVA/UVB
Radiation?”, examines how cotton and polyester fabrics compare
in protecting agricultural workers from ultraviolet radiation. Their - """" -
research aligns closely with the National Cotton Council's Plant ' '
Not Plastic initiative, which encourages consumers to consider the
benefits of natural, plant-based fibers like cotton as an alternative
to synthetic materials. 1
As national finalists, Celine and Kinsley will participate in a Zoom interview to discuss their research
before taking the stage at the National FFA Convention in October, where they will learn their final
placing and whether they have earned a spot among the nation’s top projects. The Arizona cotton
industry is proud to congratulate Celine and Kinsley on this tremendous accomplishment, along with
their teachers and Buckeye FFA Chapter for supporting their research and success. Good luck, ladies-
we'll be cheering you on at Nationals!
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www.farminc.biz

Providing Crop
Insurance on:

-Crops
-Rainfall Index
-Livestock
-Dairy
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ARIZONA WOMEN LEARN AND GROW THROUGH P.ILE. TOUR
Five Arizona women recently had the opportunity to
step outside their own fields and learn from cotton
producers and agricultural businesses across the Mid-
South as participants in the National Cotton Council’s
2026 Producer Information Exchange (P.L.E.) Tour.

Representing Arizona were Deborah Bagnall of Coolidge,
Jatsy Bagnall of Valley Farms, Elisha Ellis of Coolidge,
% Karrie Ellis of Coolidge, and Amy Hatley of Mesa. From
# July 26-31, the group joined cotton producers from
g% across the Cotton Belt for an immersive tour through

: ; _ Tennessee, Missouri, and Arkansas. Participants visited
farms research faC|||t|es seed and graln operations, and agricultural businesses, gaining firsthand
insight into different approaches to cotton production, irrigation, crop diversity, research, and
agricultural infrastructure. Reflecting on the experience, Deborah Bagnall described the tour as
“non-stop education,” adding that organizers did a great job of showcasing the region. She said she
would highly recommmend the experience, noting that it was “a lot of fun” along the way.

Opportunities like the P.LLE. Tour provide valuable perspective by allowing producers to see how other
regions approach common challenges and opportunltles in agriculture. We are proud to see these
five Arizona women representing our state and b

bringing home new ideas, knowledge, and
connections to share with Arizona's cotton
industry. A special thank you to BASF
Agricultural Solutions for its generous grant to
The Cotton Foundation, which continues to
provide producers with this valuable
opportunity to learn, share, and grow together.

SURVEY: COTTON HERBICIDE USE

Please consider taking five minutes to
complete the University's herbicide usage
survey for cotton. Your feedback is crucial in

shaping their research priorities. WHEN PROBLEMS CROP UP,

Questions? Please reach out to: WE'VE GOTYOU COVERED
Dr. Avik Mukherjee -t

Assistant Extension Agent
Agronomy

Pinal County Coop. Extension
University of Arizona
avikm@arizona.edu \— SCAN HERE —~
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520-836-2988 amsins.com
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GIVING BACK, ONE PAIR OF JEANS AT A TIME

This year, the Arizona cotton industry brought a familiar
product back to its roots, using cotton to serve our
communities.

The Arizona Cotton Growers Association, Arizona Cotton
Ginners Association, and Arizona Association FFA joined
together for the Blue Jeans Go Green Denim Drive,
encouraging FFA chapters across the state to collect used
denim made of at least 90% cotton. The effort marked the
Association’s return to a community service project after
mMany years, providing an opportunity to give back while
highlighting the sustainability and versatility of cotton.

The response was tremendous. FFA chapters across Arizona
collected 2,090 pounds of denim through the State FFA
Leadership Conference. The drive continued at the Arizona
Cotton Growers and Arizona Cotton Ginners Annual
Meeting, where growers, industry partners, and attendees
contributed an additional 1,090 pounds.

In total, Arizona’s cotton industry and FFA chapters
collected an impressive 3,180 pounds of denim.

The FFA drive also included a friendly competition, with a
$1,000 chapter grant on the line. Campo Verde FFA took the
top spot after collecting 526 denim items.

Beyond the numbers, the project demonstrated what can
happen when Arizona agriculture comes together with the
next generation of agricultural leaders. Through the Blue
Jeans Co Green program, donated denim can be given a
second life rather than ending up in a landfill. It was a
simple idea with a meaningful impact, and a reminder that
Arizona cotton has a place not only in our fields, but in our
communities, too.

ADVANCED SOIL MOISTURE SENSORS AVAILABLE FOR ARIZONA GROWERS
Advanced soil moisture sensor systems are now available across Arizona. Both portable and fixed
sensors provide real-time field data directly to your phone. Portable sensors are ideal for remote
agricultural areas with limited cellular service. Fixed units ensure reliable monitoring for large-scale
operations. Priority goes to large-scale operations and early requests.

For more information, contact Diaa Eldin Elshikha at diaaelshikha@arizona.edu.
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