
             Thank you for Serving! 
                    Today – September 6 Next Sunday – September 13 
LITURGIST: Marjorie Vitale Priscilla Rollins 
USHERS: Tom & Susan Marchi Dan & Ann Rhudy 
ACOLYTES: Edgar Kersey Ellie Johnson 
SECURITY TEAM: David Johnson & David Linkous David Johnson & David Linkous 
ALTAR TEAM: Priscilla Rollins & Gary Sparks Priscilla Rollins & Gary Sparks 

This Week at St. Paul 
Sun, Sept 6 Frank Wickham & JOY Classes 

Worship Service  
Youth/Families/Kids-Elaine Clark’s at Claytor Lake 

9:00AM-9:50AM 
10:00AM 
3:00PM-6:00PM 

Mon, Sept 7 Labor Day – Office Closed  
Tues, Sept 8 Preschool 3’s Start Back 

Community Hand Bell Choir, Rm. 301 
9:00AM-12:00PM 
7:00PM-8:00PM 

Wed, Sept 9 Preschool 4’s Start Back 
Wonderful Wednesday 
  Meal 
  Community Children’s Choir, Chancel Choir room 
  Chancel Choir 

9:00AM-12:00PM 
 
6:00PM 
6:30PM-7:00PM 
7:15PM-8:30PM 

Thurs, Sept 10 Ruth Circle, AB 1:00PM 
Sat, Sept 12 Nurture Bike Group Bike Ride, the Huckleberry  9:30AM  

Next Week  
Sun, Sept 13 Frank Wickham & JOY Classes 

Worship Service – Chancel Choir Starts Back 
Youth Group 

9:00AM- 9:50AM 
10:00AM 
5:30PM-7:30PM 

Mon, Sept 14 Staff Meeting, Spare Office 
Baby Shop 
Trustees, JOY Classroom 

9:00AM 
9:30AM-12:00PM 
7:00PM 

Tues, Sept 15   Christiansburg Lions Club, FH 
Community Hand Bell Choir, Rm. 301 

6:30PM-8:30PM 
7:00PM-8:00PM 

Wed, Sept 16  Wonderful Wednesday 
  Meal 
  Community Children’s Choir, Chancel Choir room 
  Chancel Choir  

 
6:00PM 
6:30PM-7:00PM 
7:15PM-8:30PM 

Thurs, Sept 17 Retired Educators, FH – in case of inclement 
weather  

11:00AM-2:00PM      

Fri, Sept 18 Baby Shop 9:30AM-12:00PM   
 
 

 

 
September 6, 2026                              Holy Communion                                   Ten O’Clock 

Please ask an usher for assistance for handicap access. 
Please turn your cell phone off or mute during worship. 

 

*Please stand for these acts of worship as you are able. 
 

Welcome to worship! Whether you are with us in person or online, we are grateful to  
gather with you around God’s Word and the Table of Holy Communion. You belong here. 
The congregation chose today’s hymns. As we worship together, may the transforming 
love of Jesus Christ encourage and renew you. 
 
 

Gathering & Prelude                                  “Spiritual Medley”                     African American Spirituals 
 
Welcome                                                                                                                  Pastor Mike Derflinger 
 
*Call to Worship                                                                                                    Liturgist Marjorie Vitale 
     Leader: Come, all who are weary from the labor of the week, and find your rest in the         
                   presence of the Lord. 
     People: We bring our hands, sometimes strong and capable, sometimes tired and heavy. 
     Leader: The Scriptures call us to live with diligent hearts, honoring God in all that we do. 
     People: Come to the Table of grace, where Christ meets us with His perfect strength.  
                    Let us worship God who sustains our labor and restores our souls. 
      

*Hymns                                        ♫364 “Because He Lives”, vv. 1,2                Liturgist Marjorie Vitale  
“The Church in the Wildwood”, lyrics on screen only   

 
*The Apostles’ Creed 882                   Ecumenical Version                             Liturgist Marjorie Vitale  
  
Children’s Message                              The Jelly Disaster                                 Pastor Mike Derflinger 

Children may go to Children’s Church afterwards. 
 
Announcements                                                                                                      Pastor Mike Derflinger 
 
Sharing our Joys and Concerns                                                                           Pastor Mike Derflinger 
 
Prayer of Confession                                                                                            Liturgist Marjorie Vitale 
     Gracious and merciful God, we confess that we often struggle to balance the work  
of our hands and the state of our souls. Cleanse us, renew us, and give us the grace to  
rest in the abilities you have given us and in your finished work. 
 
Individual, silent confessions 
 
Words of Pardon and Assurance    

Our Church Staff 
Mike Derflinger, Pastor, mikederflinger@vaumc.org, 540-631-4469 

Carol Slaughter, Administrative Assistant, office@stpaulvaumc.org, 540-382-2410 
Ashley Johnson, Director of Youth Ministries, youth@stpaulvaumc.org, 540-250-5587 

Carolyn Mills, Organist & Director of Choirs, organist@stpaulvaumc.org 
Robin Raines, Custodian, rainesrobin88@yahoo.com 

Saint Paul United Methodist Church 
220 West Main Street, Christiansburg, VA 24073 

 
 
 

    
  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.stpaulvaumc.org/


Intercessory Prayer (Response: Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.) 
The Lord’s Prayer (in unison)                                              
 
Scripture                                                  Matthew 11:28-30                              Liturgist Marjorie Vitale              
 
Message                              The Best Non-Labor Day Message Ever              Pastor Mike Derflinger 
 
Service of Holy Communion  
Our Service of Holy Communion can be found on page 14 and on the screen. 
When you come forward, please kneel or stand, whichever you are more  
comfortable doing.   
Please let an Usher know if you would like us to bring Communion to you. 
 

After you receive Communion, you’re invited to receive prayer at our Prayer  
Stations before returning to your pew. Please use the front pew to rest and  
wait as you need to.     
 

Our September Communion Offering 
You may leave a cash or check Communion offering, payable to St. Paul UMC.  
Today’s offering goes to Women’s Resource Center. Thank you! 
 
Unison Prayer After Communion                           Pastor Mike Derflinger 
     Eternal God, you have bound us together in this life and at this table. Give us grace to 
understand how our lives depend on courage, honesty, industriousness, and the integrity  
of all who work and volunteer. We pray this is Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 
Stewardship Minute                                                                                               Pastor Mike Derflinger 
 
Offertory Prayer                                                                                                     Liturgist Marjorie Vitale 
     Generous God, we joyfully return a portion of what you have given us as an act of worship 
and gratitude. Bless these offerings and the hands that gave them. Use them and all of us to 
extend your love, help others, meet the physical needs of our buildings which you have 
entrusted to us, and share the hope of your Kingdom. We pray this in Jesus' name. Amen.                                                                                              
      
Offertory                                                   “Whispering Hope”                                               Clyde Willard     
                                                                              
*Doxology 
 

*Closing Hymn                          ♫364 “To God Be the Glory”, all vv. 
 
*Benediction                                                                                                            Pastor Mike Derflinger 
 
*Postlude                                                     “Jesus Saves”                                      William J. Kirkpatrick 
                                                               “O That Will Be Glory”                                      Charles H. Gabriel 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

If you are new to St. Paul, we hope you will worship with us again very soon. 
To catch all our previous services, please go to our YouTube Channel StPaulUMCChristiansburgVA.   

    Text: Proverbs 12:24 
 
What was the primary point of today's message for you? 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________. 
 
Did the message highlight something in the text that you had never noticed or understood 
before? _____________________________________________________________________________________. 
 
Did any part of the message make you feel uncomfortable or challenge you? 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________. 
 
What is one practical step you can take this week to apply and live out this message? 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________. 
 
What challenges or distractions might get in the way of you applying this, and how can    you 
overcome them? ____________________________________________________________________________. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Chancel Choir is growing!  We have been practicing for next week’s 
first anthem. We have some faithful members return to us and we 

welcome new members, too.  They are awesome! 
 

 
This Sunday, families, youth and kids are invited to Elaine and Jim Clark's cabin at Claytor Lake. 
We'll be there from 3-6pm and a simple dinner will be provided. RSVP to Ashley Johnson.   
No regular youth group this Sunday. (Lake fun instead!) 
 
Nurture Bike Group – Save the Dates! Plan now for the final bike rides of the year! Locations will 
be decided and announced closer to each date: 
September 12th, 10:00AM – see information for this ride in the insert 
October 10th, 10:00AM 
 
Acolytes, it is time to claim your Sundays for fall.  Please let Ms. Ashley know which dates in 
September, October and November that you'd like to serve.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St Paul envisions 
“Growing into a most Vibrant, Joyful Christian Community, 

Unified in Loving Service to our Neighbors, for the Glory of God.” 
--Vision Statement, approved by Church Council, 2018— 

 

Phone: (540)382-2410 Fax: (540)382-1373 
Church Website: www.stpaulvaumc.org 

Church Office Hours: Monday – Friday 9:00AM – 3:30PM 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
    
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

PRAYER LIST – Team Luke  is our Caring Team this week 
SPUMC Congregation, friends, family members and neighbors 

Cancer Patients:  
Rob Bedford, Kathy G. Davis, Jamie Epperly, Jan Jackson, Susan Perry  
 

Parkinson’s: Jim Clark 
 

Alzheimer’s: Roger Woolwine 
Kenny J.  
 

Health Issues: Bob Dickenson, Ed Hayes, David Johnson, Jim Mattox, Vicki Sciarretta, Bill & 
Peggy Streich 
Mike & Caren Gallimore 
 

Praises: Debra Scanland (friend of Priscilla Rollins), she is doing well  
 

Recuperating from Surgery at Home: Isaac Johnson 
 

Grieving: Friends & Family of Ginger Barton (sister of Peggy Chafin),  
Family of Rev. Darren Landon and the four churches of the Floyd Parish on our Valley Ridge 
District 

If you wish to place someone on the prayer list for prayer only, please contact the church office, or write their 
name on the attendance pad with “prayer” after their name. If a person would like to receive ministry from 
our caring teams (cards, phone calls, visits, food, etc.) please list an address/phone number for our caring 
teams. Thank you! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Worship Attendance August 30, 2026 
In-Person 

Adults 
Children’s 

Church 
Livestreaming 

(Real Time) 
YouTube 

(Recorded) Total Worship 

59 8 15 74 156 

September Stewardship 
AMOUNT NEEDED FOR SEPTEMBER $32,500. We have four Sundays in September. 

September Offering Counters: Wayne Bishop, Doris Elliott 

TOTAL AUGUST STEWARDSHIP                              08/30                       Total 
General Fund – Offerings and Loose Plate $5,365 $28,706.16 
General Fund – Online Giving $630.22 $5,060.60 

 

SPECIAL OFFERINGS AUGUST                                   08/30                       Total 
Communion Offering (Alta Mons) $ $120 
Baby Shop $ $340 
MCEAP $ $250 
Volunteers in Mission $ $160 
Facility Use $ $150 
Youth Program $100 $100 

 

Please remember our members and neighbors in assisted living: 
 

Kroontje Health Care Center, 1000 Litton Ln., Blacksburg, VA 24060  
Ruth Boothe, rm 308, Cell: 919-906-5097 

 

English Meadows, 3400 South Point Dr., Blacksburg, VA 24060 
Wayne & Dolores Brockenbrough, Apt.217 

Margaret Woolwine, rm. 235 
 

Commonwealth Senior Living, 201 Wheatland Ct., Christiansburg, VA 24073 
Bonnie Cochran, rm. 208 
Mary Childress, rm. 113 

 

328 Fieldstone Ln., Blacksburg, VA 24060 
Kathy Davis  

(540-250-2163 - mail cards to Rachel Link, 1534 Catawba Rd., Blacksburg, VA 24060) 
 

Manchester Commons – Woodside Place, 6351 West Lake Road, Erie, PA 16505  
Roger & Brenda Woolwine, Brenda’s Cell Number: 540-320-0986 

 
And our dear friends and neighbors: 

 

650 N Jefferson St., Apt. 218, Roanoke, VA 24016 
Former Pastor: Rev. Art & Willie Wingfield 

CONGRATULATIONS TO US FOR “MAKING BUDGET” IN AUGUST! 

THIS IS A WONDERFUL ACCOMPLISHMENT. THANK YOU FOR YOUR FAITHFULNESS 

AND GENEROSITY TO THE LORD’S WORK AT SAINT PAUL AND BEYOND! 



Birthday Celebrations this week – Erica Conner on September 6th; Diann Eaton on September 
7th; Gloria Cornish on September 8th; Ronald Hollandsworth & Bill Streich on September 9th; 
Douglas King on September 10th; Mary Ann Wilson on September 11th; Mike Derflinger, Allison 
Musciano, & Katherine Sherman on September 12th.                                         Happy Birthday to all! 
 
Wedding Anniversary Celebrations this week – Wayne and Dolores Brockenbrough on 
September 10th.                                                                                                           Happy Anniversary! 
 
Esther Circle will meet at Penny Kanney’s home on Tuesday, September 8th at 7:00pm. All 
women are welcome.  Information - contact Penny Kanney, 540-641-1251. 
 
Ruth Circle will meet on Thursday, September 10 at 1:00 pm in the Activities Building to take 
advantage of the AC. Lunch beforehand is at Dude's Drive-In on Roanoke Street at 11:30. All are 
welcome! 
 
Wonderful Wednesdays will resume September 9th at the Activities Building to take advantage 
of the AC until further notice. The children’s choir will rehearse in the Chancel Choir room. 
  
Can we sing your favorite hymn or song in August and September?  Write the titles  
on a slip of paper and drop it in the offering plate or email it to Pastor Mike at  
MikeDerflinger@vaumc.org.  
 
Monday, September 21st, our Youth Group will be serving at the Baby Shop. 9:30am - noon.  All 
middle and high schoolers are invited to come lend a hand. 
 
Our Homecoming Sunday will be September 27th. We are not having a meal afterwards. 
 
Save the Date- Sunday October 25th - After worship Nurture will be making new Chrismons for 
the tree. All supplies will be provided. Everyone is welcome, including children. Please consider 
attending and creating a Chrismon that your family will enjoy unpacking and placing on the tree 
each year. Questions/Information see Sabrina Porter. 
 
BOGO: Buy One, Give One - In an effort to boost our giving to the Blessing Box, Outreach has 
placed a shopping cart in the narthex. Please continue to support this mission by donating non-
perishable foods such as dry pasta, rice, and pancake mix, as well as dried fruit, nuts, crackers, 
granola bars, cereal, and instant oatmeal packets.  While the temperatures are mild, you may 
also make donations of canned goods such as soups and sauces, canned meat, canned diced 
tomatoes, tomato sauce, and tomato paste, and canned fruits and vegetables and canned 
proteins like tuna, chicken, and Vienna sausage. Pull-tabs on canned foods are preferable to 
make access to the food easier for those in need.  
Thank you for your support in this community outreach mission. 
 
 

Nurture Bike Group Bike Ride September 12th - We'll head back to Christiansburg for this 
month's ride. We can plan to meet at the Huckleberry Trail entrance between the Regal Movie 
Theater and Panda Express at the Uptown Christiansburg Mall. We'll get the wheels turning at 
9:30am to beat the heat.  
I currently have an out-and-back route planned on the Huckleberry Trail that is approximately 5 
miles total. We can tailor the ride to extend or shorten the distance as needed the day of to suit 
everyone who plans to attend.   
 
September is Staff Appreciation Month!  
We would like to take this opportunity to recognize our staff and thank them for their years of 
service at St. Paul. 
Carolyn Mills – Organist & Director of Choirs - 17 years 
Robin Raines – Custodian - 16 years 
Carol Slaughter – Administrative Assistant - 10 years 
Ashley Johnson – Youth Director – 7 months 
Thank you, Carolyn, Robin, Carol & Ashley. We appreciate all that you do here at St. Paul! 
 
Update on the Fellowship Hall floors and hallway by the Bathrooms 
     Our floors will need more drying time. The high humidity prevents the floor wax from drying. 
Our Custodian Robin is putting the wax down and this is saving us money.      
Because the odor of the floor wax is strong and will continue to be so, everyone is asked not to 
go into the Fellowship Hall and Kitchen areas until further notice. 
     Fellowship Hall windows are left open to accelerate the drying process and dispel the odors. 
The FH lights may be left on overnight to facilitate the drying. 
     Regularly scheduled activities in the Fellowship Hall are being reassigned other rooms until 
further notice for the safety and health of all. Rooms which have AC are the spare office beside 
the Pastor’s office (5-7 people), the choir room (7+ people), the Preschool rooms 205 and 206 
(will need adult chairs and tables), and the Activities Building. Call the office for availability. 
Some groups may want to meet in homes or in restaurants. Be creative! 
     The split-system air conditioning units downstairs by the lift and upstairs by the sacristies 
were leaking condensation. They are undersized and were constantly running at maximum 
capacity to try and cool their areas.  These units have been turned off and will continue to be off 
until further notice. 
 

    


