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What Do You with a Problem Like Daniel?
Pastor Jerry

Last Sunday, on July 26, | started a series of sermons from the Old Testament
book of Daniel, which is not that hard to do. There some great stories with strong
lessons in Daniel. But I'd also like to give some background on the book, and that’s
where problems come in. Lots of problems.

The Historical Problem. Daniel is the story of several Judean exiles who were taken
to Babylon when King Nebuchadnezzar captured it in the third year of King
Jehoiakim’s reign. Except he didn’t. There is no record anywhere else in scripture,
or in Babylonian records, of Nebuchadnezzar doing that at that time. He wasn’t
even king of Babylon until the next year, and it was seven more years until he took
Jews into exile. Moreover, Daniel 4 describes a seven-year period where
Nebuchadnezzar went mad and was exiled from the court, which is also a thing
that didn’t happen. In addition, Daniel 6 describes a king called Darius the Mede
who ruled before Cyrus the Persian captured Babylon. No such king existed at that
time. The history behind Daniel is, um, dubious.

The Daniel Problem. Who was this Jewish exile? There’s no record of him outside
of this book. But, curiously, there was a traditional Canaanite hero named Dan-el,
who was notable for his virtue, integrity, and wisdom. He was sort of a stock figure
of Near Eastern folklore. Indeed, the prophet Ezekiel mentions him alongside two
other non-Israelites, Noah and Job, as an example of virtue (Ezek. 14:14, 20). Was
Daniel just a borrowed figure from local legend? It would make sense. In the Bible,
heroes are always presented realistically, with all their flaws and weaknesses on
display. Only Daniel is perfect. He’s always right, always virtuous, and he always
eats his vegetables. (He definitely would have been bullied in school. At Hogwarts,
he would have been a Hufflepuff.)

The Literary Problem (1). So what kind of writing are reading in Daniel. History or
inspired folklore. Again, the details of the story don’t fit what we know of history,
but they fit folklore patterns perfectly. There are a lot of stories, both in the Bible
and outside it, that tell about virtuous courtiers in kings’ courts who face hardship
from unscrupulous rivals but who prevail through their virtue. In addition to at least
three of the stories of Daniel, we have the stories of Esther and Joseph in the Bible,
tales from the Arabian Knights, and an ancient story in Aramaic called “The Tale
of Ahikar.” Interestingly, most of the stories of Daniel in the Bible appear not in
Hebrew but in Aramaic.

The Literary Problem (2). And that’s just Daniel 1-6. In Daniel 7-12 we have a
completely different kind of literature, narratives about prophetic visions that the
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A COMMUNITY OF WORSHIP

We seek to be a community of expectant, God-centered worship, through word,
sacrament, and God s gift of music — offering together our utmost for God s highest.

Worship Services in August

Saturday-Sunday, August 1-2. 10th Sunday after Pentecost

Living Room Worship: Available @ 6:00pm Saturday, Lake Street Facebook
page and YouTube channel

Worship: 9:00am. Livestreamed on Facebook and YouTube. Radio
broadcast 10:05 on AM 880 and 106.3 FM.

Sermon: “The King Who Just Didn’t Get It.”

Scripture: Daniel 4:4-18

Saturday-Sunday, August 8-9. 11th Sunday after Pentecost

Living Room Worship: Available @ 6:00pm Saturday, Lake Street Facebook
page and YouTube channel

Worship with Communion*: 9:00am. Livestreamed on Facebook and
YouTube. Radio broadcast 10:05 on AM 880 and 106.3 FM.

Sermon: “The King’s Dream”

Scripture: Daniel 2:1-11, 26-35

Saturday-Sunday, August 15-16. 12th Sunday after Pentecost

Living Room Worship: Available @ 6:00pm Saturday, Lake Street Facebook
page and YouTube channel

Worship: 9:00am. Livestreamed on Facebook and YouTube. Radio
broadcast 10:05 on AM 880 and 106.3 FM.

Sermon: “The Cowboy Apocalypse”

Scripture: Daniel 7:1-8

Saturday-Sunday, August 22-23. 13th Sunday after Pentecost

Living Room Worship: Available @ 6:00pm Saturday, Lake Street Facebook
page and YouTube channel

Worship: 9:00am. Livestreamed on Facebook and YouTube. Radio
broadcast 10:05 on AM 880 and 106.3 FM.
Sermon: “A New Minority”

Scripture: Matthew 16:13-20

Len Larsen Preaching

Saturday-Sunday, August 29-30. 13th Sunday after Pentecost

Living Room Worship: Available @ 6:00pm Saturday, Lake Street Facebook
page and YouTube channel

Worship: 9:00am. Livestreamed on Facebook and YouTube. Radio
broadcast 10:05 on AM 880 and 106.3 FM.

Sermon: “Too Small a God”

Scripture: Isaiah 49:5-6

*United Methodists serve Open Communion, welcoming all to join Christ’s table,
because that’s what he did, too.
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exiled Daniel had, visions filled with strange beasts and symbolic
numbers — a lot like Revelation. Most of these visions revolve around a
time when the temple would be defiled by a contemptible foreign king,
but restored and cleansed three and a half years later. This took place
in 164 BCE, when Judas Maccabeus rededicated (Hebrew: hanukkah)
the temple that had been defiled by a Greek king. Other clear references
to the Greek rulers of that time make it clear that this is the event that
Daniel is “prophesying.”

So what do we have in the book of Daniel? Now those who cling to the
conviction that every story in the Bible has to be historically accurate or
it can’t be true will turn their efforts toward defending the historicity of
these accounts and visions, and good luck to them. Those who, like me,
have no trouble with the concept of divinely inspired fiction will see this
as (1) a collection of folklore-adjacent narratives from the Persian era,
after the Babylonian Exile, written to encourage faithfulness among
those diaspora Jews who were living as minorities in foreign lands and
(2) a much later collection of vision reports written during the Greek era,
designed to comfort faithful Jews who were being persecuted by their
Greek rulers with the assurance that God was in control. God had
foretold all these events long before and now was about to bring great
victory.

And who knows? If God can speak even through folklore to people in
ancient times, maybe that God can use those same stories to comfort
us and give us guidance in our much later, but not necessarily that
different, era.

HAVE YOU FOUND US
ONLINE?

Our website
www.lakestreetumc.org always
has the most up to date g=
calendar, news, online \\Z e
giving and more. Visit it %//\
past sermon recordings,

past Circuit Riders, and a direct
link to our Facebook page.

ADDRESS CHANGES

If you have had an address
change within the past four
months and are receiving the
Circuit Rider newsletter
electronically, please send your
address to the church office:
adminsec@lakestreetumc.org.

Worship in August

The relaxed atmosphere of Wisconsin summer worship continues, as we
fit in worship services around weekends camping, vacation trips, family
reunions, s'mores at backyard firepits, and all the rest of the things that
we wait for all winter long.

As our choirs continue their own summer break, we have been treated
to some excellent special music from the talented musicians of our
congregation. If you have special music that you would like to bring,
just contact the office to find a Sunday that is free.

RADIO SERVICE Support = $165/week

O August 2 O August 16 1 August 30
O August 9 O August 23 O September 6
Given by: In Memory of:

In Honor of: In Recognition of:

Because your digital issue does
not go to the post office, there is
no Address Service Requested
changes that come back to the
church office. We appreciate your
help to keep our database up to
date.

September Circuit Rider
Deadline is
Wednesday, August 19 for
Thursday, August 27
mailing

Be sure to send your news to
Ellen Prellwitz at
Adminsec
@lakestreetumc.org
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A COMMUNITY OF INCLUSIVE WELCOME

We embrace all of God’s children as persons of sacred worth regardless of race, gender, ethnicity, socio-economic
status, national origin, culture, tradition, physical or mental ability, sexual orientation, gender identity, or any other
difference real or perceived, and welcome all people into the life of this congregation.

A

FRIENDS it the LAKE

While attending the Respite for All
Conference in Alabama this past March, one
message stood out to me: caring for a person
living with dementia also means caring for
their caregiver. Support groups are a way to
"complete the circle of care."

Inspired by that idea, Friends at the Lake held
its first caregiver support group in June. As
we listened, one thing became abundantly
clear: the four hours of respite caregivers
receive every Tuesday is truly a gift. Those
four hours allow them to run errands, attend
appointments, meet a friend, or simply rest,
knowing their loved one is safe, engaged,
and enjoying meaningful activities with caring
volunteers.

The support group has also given us a deeper
understanding of the challenges caregivers
face each day. It has been a blessing to
watch friendships grow as caregivers share
laughter, encouragement, and advice. They
are discovering they are not alone.

This ministry is possible because of the
faithful support of our church family. Whether
you volunteer, donate supplies, or faithfully
pray, every kindness makes a difference.
Together, we are creating a place where
people living with dementia experience joy
and belonging, while their caregivers find
hope, encouragement, and rest.

Thank you for being part of Friends at the
Lake. Your support is helping us complete the
circle of care for families in our community.

Contact:

Laurie Van Beek
Laurievb@lakestreetumc.org
715-832-6603

Pie Social

Thank you to all those who brought pies, set up
pies, cut pies, served pies, served ice cream to
go on top of pies, sprayed whipped cream on top
of the ice cream that went on top of pies, ate
pies, and cleaned up dishes and wiped tables
after the pies were gone at our social on July 5.
A lot of work goes into events like this, but it was
worth it. A good time and a heightened
cholesterol level was had by all.

AR 4 e ——
Behind the Scenes

Last month in this spot, we thanked Carol Mooney
for her quiet work behind the scenes as our
Communion steward. In response, Carol pointed
out that she is not alone. After every worship
service that includes Communion, a team of
young people go through the pews gathering the
glasses and bringing them to the kitchen, where
they can be run through the dishwasher. So this
month, thank you to Paul and Elaine Gingerich,
Ariel Henkel, Camden Brost, and Natalie and
Wyatt Ahrens. This task started as an assignment
for Confirmands, but most of these have long
completed that process and continue to serve.



I A COMMUNITY OF COMPASSIONATE OUTREACH I

Our time and talents and resources are not gifts for our enjoyment but a calling to serve others,
particularly the marginalized and those without other defenders.
We seek to serve God by serving God’s children in our community, our nation, and our world.

Good August Mission Offering,

Neighbor GoodNeighbor Project

Project FillsSnackGap

Our August 2026 special offering quiets students’ rumbling
tummies through this school year, enabling them to focus on learning.

Snacks are Longfellow and LakeShore Schools’ main use of
Good Neighbor Project funds. The First Congregational UCC and Lake
Street United Methodist Church partnership provides items that
students struggle to provide themselves.

A federal fruit and vegetable grant funds snacks for part of the
year. On days without fruit and veggies students are offered a Good
Neighbor Project snack if they can’t bring one. When the grant ends in
winter, our snacks are provided daily to students who need one.

Non-perishable goods such as crackers, granola bars, and
shack mixes are ordered in large quantities and shipped directly to the
schools. Snack coordinators at both schools express gratitude each
time they request snacks to replenish their supply.

Community Table Report

The Lake Street volunteers served a meal of
cheesy grits casserole, green salad, fruit salad
and cookies for 121 guests on July 8th. Our next

dates to serve are August 121" and September covuwmiry reLe

9" To volunteer contact Peter Nelson at 715-
379-8135 or email at petermnelson@sbcglobal.net

Community Table Beacon House Hosting

Our next dates at TCT are: i
Our congregation hosts

August 12" — .
9:00 am-2:00 pm evening meals at Beacon
September 9t — House next on:

9:00 am to 2:00 pm
November 1-7
To volunteer, contact Peter
Nelson at 715-379-8135 or at
petermnelson@
sbcglobal.net .

Thank you to all the many
volunteers who keep this
ministry alive, especially our
new volunteers.

Raise Right (Scrip) for
August

Thank you for your support of our
Raise Right (Scrip) program.
Through this program we are able to
help support our Community Table
commitment. Al Weisenbeck is now
managing this fund-raising effort.
Currently, Al has a variety of cards
in stock, including for restaurants,
Festival, Menards, and Kwik Trip..
To save on shipping costs, Al orders
the cards monthly. The August
order deadline is August 2nd for
pickup on August 9"".. Payment is
due when you pick up the cards.
Place your orders by stopping by
the Raise Right table in the
Fellowship Hall, or by texting or
emailing your order to Al.
Weisenbecka@gmail.com 715 271
6354

B ‘ﬁM ‘M B% Blessig

DONATION SUGGESTIONS Le

Blessing Box: Thank you to
everyone who continue to supply
items for our Blessing Box.
Items currently needed are
toothbrushes, wash  cloths,
toothpaste, socks, large
underwear, Vaseline, and Band-
Aids. Soap, shampoo, and
conditioner are starting to run a
little low, too.




I A COMMUNITY OF SPIRITUAL FORMATION

We seek to be a place where all God'’s children, of all ages and abilities, can grow together in knowledge and faith,

through study, through participation in worship, and through service to others.

Interested in a Movie
and a Theological Debate?

Okay, so maybe that’s not a great pick-up line.
But someone might be interested. At any rate,
the spiritual formation team is going to give it a
try. On Sunday evening, August 9, beginning at
5:00pm, all are invited to come watch a movie
together in the Fellowship Hall. Until further
notice, the movie will be The Adjustment
Bureau (2011), starring Matt Damon and Emily
Blunt. This movie, based on a story by science
fiction icon Philip Dick, explores the question of
free will and divine predestination. Following
the movie, we will have a discussion on the
subject.

Popcorn will
I be
available,

. along with a
- copy of

* John

~ Calvin's
Institutes of the Christian Religion, for
reference.

People with fedoras are invited to wear them.

(The movie is rated PG-13, for a brief flash of
nudity. It is not violent.)

Men at Prayer: Thursdays @ 7:30am

A weekly time of praying together and
studying scripture verse by verse.
Followed by “After-MAP”

at The Goat Coffee House on Water Street.

Vacation Bible School
at Chapel Heights UMC

It has been at least a decade since Lake
Street has held a Vacation Bible School, but
our sister congregation, Chapel Heights UMC
has continued the tradition. This year, their
new Pastor Van Beek has invited children
from Lake Street and Hope churches to join
them. That VBS will be held from 9:30am —
12:00pm on August 10-13. Classes will be
held for children from age 3 through 5" grade.
We have registration forms in the Lake Street
office if you are interested. You may either
deliver those forms to Chapel Heights ahead
of time or simply bring it with you on the first
day.

For more information, or to send vyour
registration form, here is the contact
information:

Chapel Heights United Methodist Church
300 E. Hamilton Ave.
Eau Claire, WI 54701
(715) 832-2333
chapheightsumc@gmail.com

If you are interested in helping with the VBS
— whether that means volunteering in person
or providing snacks or something else — let
them know! VBS can always use extra help!

Sexploringithe Watire gt God
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UNITED WOMEN IN FAITH

UWF General Meeting

" ﬁﬂ; J:‘ESH There will be no August meeting this
" n‘ : : summer. Stay tuned to the church media
in Faith

(Short Circuit, weekly “Connections”
email) for updates on future activities.

HARVEST MARKET

RN&r 25

Harvest Market Coming

On November 7" UWF will again sponsor a Harvest Market featuring
many of the favorites from bazaars of the past. Soon it will be
strawberry season and we hope you might make some jam or those
that make beautiful cards will make some over the summer for this
sale. We will focus mostly on bakery, candy, cards and pantry items
as our display space will be limited to just the open part of Fellowship
Hall. If you do have craft items you’d like to donate, please contact
Julie Holzinger so we can try to plan space for them.

All proceeds from Harvest Market will be used to fulfill our pledge to
Missions and our donations to the many local non-profit groups we
have supported for many years. Thank you in advance for your
faithful support of this fun and important event.

FIRESIDE LIBRARY NEWS
New items in the library include the following:
Fiction:

Someone Like You (F Kin), Council of Dolls (F Pow), Any Dream Will
Do (F Mac), Mountains We Call Home: The Book Woman'’s Legacy
(F Ric), Book of Longings (F Kid), Theo of Golden (F Lev)

Biography:

Clinging to the Spirit’'s Feathers (B Kos)

Children’s Books:

My First Read and Learn Bible (E Ame), God Gave Us You (E Ber)

Happy Birthday to ...

Carol Gudnason —

August 6th

Rita Houser — August 7
Krissy Russell — August 13th
» Also belated wishes to
Marilyn Sullivan whos
birethday was July 4!

A Season for Flowers

One of the ways to
celebrate the joy of God’s
creation in the season of
new life (Easter, but also
Spring) is with flowers.
You can bring some of that
joy to our morning worship
services by bringing
flowers to church for the
altar. Vases are available
for loan!

The Lake Street
Stampers ...

will meet Thursday August
27th in Room 202 at 1:00
to make Fall cards. Then
we are off to Culver’s to
enjoy the end of Summer
treats. All former
Stampers and future
Stampers are invited to
join us.




CONFERENCE AND COMMUNITY

Lay Servant Classes

One of the practices of early Methodism that has survived in the Methodist
church is an emphasis on training and equipping lay ministers. Wesley did it
largely because he didn’t have enough clergy for all the classes and
preaching stations he was starting. In later years, Methodists did it because
it's simply a good idea to spread out the task of leadership in churches.
Now we are coming back to Wesley’s context: we don’t have enough clergy
for all our preaching stations.

Here at Lake Street we have three fully-certified “Lay Speakers,” and four
more members who have completed the requirements for “Lay Servant.”
Those requirements are primarily a series of required 10-hour classes. For
those Lay Speakers and Lay Servants — and for anyone who is interested in
exploring this possibility, here are some upcoming training options.

August 7-8. A two-day retreat at Pine Lake Conference Center, where
three class options will be offered: the “Basic” class, a class on Methodist
Polity, and a class on the Methodist Heritage. Pastor Jerry will be teaching
the Heritage class.

October 24, 31. Over the course of two Saturdays, Pastor Jerry will teach a
class on “Leading Public Prayer.” from 9am — 2:30pm.

Registration for these classes is at the Conference website:

https://www.wisconsinumc.org/upcoming-trainings

(Let Pastor Jerry know, too. The church will buy your books for you.)

MEMORIALS AND SPECIAL GIFTS received through
July 19, 2026
MEMORIALS

In Memory of: Jon Hughes. Donors: Robert Tollefson, John and Margaret
Melrose. Designated for: Music Ministry

In Memory of: Harold Goetz. Donor: Carol Lamrinde. Designated for:
Friends at the Lake.

In Memory of: Jack Wilfong. Donor: Jennie Stratton. Undesignated.

SPECIAL GIFTS

Donors: Paul and Virginia Hilbrich, Mary Rose Howard. Designated
for: Radio Broadcast.

The Finance Committee did not meet in July. A report will appear in
August. 8

EDITORIAL POLICY

The CIRCUIT RIDER is a monthly
news and information publication
for members and friends of the
Lake Street UMC.

EDITORS

Rev. Jerry Morris —Layout Editor
Ellen Prellwitz — Copy Production
Aaron Athas — Digital Production

DEADLINE

News items for the September
issue (mailed on Aug. 27) need to
be received by Aug. 19.
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MAILING ADDRESS
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Eau Claire WI 54703
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E-MAIL ADDRESSES

Rev. Jerry Morris
pastor@lakestreetumc.org

Laurie Van Beek
laurievb@lakestreetumc.org
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Jennifer Blakeley-Mode
finance@lakestreetumc.org

Kathy Amundson-Forsberg
kath_abby@yahoo.com

Aaron Athas
Communications
@lakestreetumc.org

Edna Sahs
esahs@lakestreetumc.org

Ben Kittilstad
ben4699@gmail.com

Joel Carr
(no email address)
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9:00am Worship with livestream on
Facebook and YouTube; [Nursery
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Message: “Too Small a God"

Text: Isaiah 49:5-6

10:00am Coffee Fellowship (Fellowship Hall)
10:05am Radio Ministry (880AM/106.3 FM)
10:30am Bible Group (Conference Room)
3:00pm Souleng Ministry (Chapel)

10:00am Staff
Meeting (Conf
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